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A     N 

ACCOUNT 

OF         THE 

DEBATES 

IN         THE 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


Wednefday,  June  i6,   1784. 

INSOLVENT      DEBTORS     BILL. 

THE  Infolvent  Debtors  Bill  having  been  mov- 
ed to  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Hon.  Anne  Pozvktt  rofe  to  objeft  to  the  Hon.  Anne 
motion.  Mr.  Powlett  faid,  he  much  doubted  the 
right  of  that  Houfe  to  pafs  any  fuch  Bill,  though 
he  admitted  its  power.  The  Houfe,  in  his 
opinion,  had  no  right  or  authority  to  make 
laws,  that  determined  on  the  property  of  indivi- 
duals; their  duty  was  to  frame  fuch  laws,  as 
operated  equally  on  the  whole  community,  bind- 

VoL.  II.  B  ing 


at  PARLIAMENTARY         [A.  1784. 

ing  every  fubje6l  alike.  The  Bill  then  upon  the 
table  ftiuck  at  the  root  of  credit,  and  credit  was 
well  known  to  be  the  foul  of  commerce.  Mr. 
Powlett  made  feveral  other  general  objections  to 
the  Bill.  It  was,  however,  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed, 

EAST-INDIA    company's    AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Franw  Mr.  Fmncis  mentioned  a  variety  of  obje6lions 
to  the  State  of  the  Company's  aflFairs,  that  had 
been  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  then  lay  upon 
the  table.  Mr.  Francis  fpoke  fo  low,  we  could 
not  hear  him  dillin6lly.  Ke  concluded  with 
moving  for  fome  papers  relative  to  Bengal. 

Maj.  Scott.       Major  Scott  arofe  to  fecond  the  motion,  but  at 

the  fame  time  gave  Mr.   Francis  a  hint,  that  feve- 

lal   other  particular    papers  relative  to  Bombay, 

would  be  neceffary  to  afford   the  information,  he 

had  declared  he   wifhed    the  Houfe  to  be  poffeflfed 

of.     The  Major  therefore   fubmitted  it   to   Mr. 

Francis,  whether  he  had  not  better  generalife  his 

motion,  and  extend   it   to  Bombay  as   well  as  to 

Bengal. 

Mr.  w.         The  Chancellor   of  the    Exchequer    faid,   in   th« 
Pitt.  .  ,     -^  ,  '■ 

papers  in  queftion,   it  was  poffible  there  might  be 

matters   highly  improper  to  be  laid  before  the 

public  :     he   hoped,    therefore,    the    honourable 

Gentleman  would   poftpone  his  motion  for  a  day 

or  two,  till  it   had   been  examined,  whether  the 

papers  the  motion  went  to  order,  could  be  knd 

upon 
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upon  the  table  confiflently  with  the  fafety  of  the 
State.  He  alfo  fusffefted  it  to  the  Houfe  how  far 
i  t  was  advifeable  to  run  before  the  Report  framed 
by  a  Committee  of  their  own,  to  whofe  invefliga- 
tion  the  very  account  the  papers  called  for  by  the 
motion  referred,  had  been  fubmitted,  and  which 
Report,  he  under  Hood,  would  be  before  the  Houfe 
in  a  very  few  days. 

Mr.  Francis  in   reply  faid,  he  could   not  con--'^^''-  ^'■*"' 

cis, 

ceive  it  poflible  for  any  danger  to  arife  to  the 
public  or  to  the  State,  from  laying  papers  on  the 
table  that  referred  to  a  treaty  of  peace  that  had 
been  concluded  with  Tippoo  Sultan  fix  months 
fmce.  Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  had  various  motions 
to  make,  the  nature  of  which  he  opened  to  the 
Iioufe. 

Mr.  Dundas  urged  the  impropriety  of  calling  Mr.  Dundai. 
for  any  of  the  papers  before  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  was  upon  the  table.  He  afiured  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  that  the  very  papers  he  meant 
to  call  for  had  been  demanded  by  the  Committee, 
and  that  it  would  be  found,  the  Committee  had 
taken  full  notice  of  thofe  papers  in  their  Report. 

Major  Scott  rofe  again,  and  anfwered  feveral  ofMaj.  Scott, 
the  arguments  urged  by  Mr.  Francis,  relative  to 
fome  of  the  entries  in  the  Company's  ftatement 
that  referred  to  the  Bengal  treafury.  The  Major 
Ihewed,  that  from  the  nature  of  making  out  the 
accounts  m  India,  tranfmitted  to  the  Dire61;ors 
at  home,  and  from  which  the  ftatement  in  que  f- 
B  2  tion 
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tion  was  drawn,  the  expences  are  edimated  for  a 
year's  fervice,  and  that  of  necelTity  the  expences 
in  the  prefent  ftatement  ftood  at  the  higheft  war 
eftablilliment ;  a  peace  therefore  having  been  be- 
yond a  doubt  concluded  with  Tippoo  Saib,  there 
would  be  a  faving  from  the  amount  of  thofe  eQi- 
mates,  of  fome  millions  of  lacks  of  rupees. 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Bwh  fpoke  rather  waimly  refpeding  the 
bare  pofiTibility  of  there  being  fomething  impro- 
per for  the  public  eye  in  the  papers  called  for, 
and  »faid,  fuch  a  plea  would  operate  in  refufal  of 
all  information  whatever. 

Mr.  Demp-  ^r.  Devipjler  allured  Mr.  Francis,  he  would 
be  perfe6lly  fatisfiedwith  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, when  it  Qiould  be  prefented  to  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Dempfter  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  forward  a  motion  refpefting  the  finances  of 
Great  Britain,  and  its  commerce,  navigation,  &c. 
in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Fran-       Mr.  Fraiicis  agreed  to  poftpone  his  motions. 


Cll. 


HAT     MANUFACTORY. 

Mr.  Wat.  Mr.  Watjon  (Chairman  of  the  Committee,  to 
whofe  confideration  the  Petition  of  the  Hat  Ma- 
nufa6lurers  had  been  referred)  brought  up  the 
Report,  and  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe. 

sir  Peter  Sir  Peter  Burrell  faid,  he  would  not  then  enter 

into  a  difcuiTion  of  the  merits  of  the  Report  for 
trhee  reafons  i   lit,  becaufe  he  conceived  it  not  to 

be 
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be  proper  time  for  fuch  difcuffion  ;  2dly,  becaufe 
he  was  not  prepared  for  it ;  and,  ^d\y,  becaufe  he 
conceived  the  Ploufc  were  not  fufficiently  acquaint- 
ed with  the  fubjedl,  or  aware  of  its  confequences, 
to  be  ripe  to  decide  upon  either.  He  confidered 
the  Petition  as  a  prayer  for  a  commercial  mono- 
pol)',  at  the  expence  of  the  landholders,  and  that 
urged  at  a  feafon,  when  the  principal  landholders 
were  not  in  town  to  defend  themlelves ;  he,  there- 
fore, hoped,  that  it  would  not  be  preCTed  any  far- 
ther that  SelTion. 

This  save  rife  to  a  converfation  that  continued 
for  fome  time.  Sir  Jofeph  Mazvbcy  defended  the  f'.'' J'^''^f''^ 
manufa£lurer3,  declaring  that  they  afked  for  no 
monopoly,  but  only  prayed  that  the  export  of  ^ 
Rabbits  Wool  might  be  prevented,  that  hy  keeping 
the  raw  material  at  home,  we  might  keep  the  Hat 
Manufadory  at  home,  and  be  able  to  ferve  the 
American  market  ourfelves,  inflead  of  enabhng; 
tlie  Continental  manufa£lurers  to  underfell  us. 

Lord  6'u?T(^  was    for  examining  fairly   into  the  Lord  Surrey, 
nature  of  the  cafe,  and   determining  after  fuch  an 
examination  had  been  gone  through. 

When  the  queftion  was  put,  that  the  Report  be 
taken  inro  coniideration   on   Monday  next,  Sir  Pt-  sir  Peter 
z!^r  jBurre// moved  to  leave  out  the  words,  "  Mon- 
*'  day  next,"  and  infert  the  words,  "   Next  Mon- 
"  day  three  months." 

The  Solicitor  General  fupported  the  original  mo-Mr.  m.ic-] 
tion,  and  flood  up  the  advocate  of  the  Hat  Manu. 
B  3  faClurerSj 
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faSurers,  ftating  in  a  very  fair  and  candid  manner 
what  the  nature  of  their  cafe  was,  and  fhewing 
that  if  it  fhould  upon  due  inveftigation  appear 
advifeable  to  confent,  not  to  the  monopoly  of  a 
fet  of  individuals,  but  to  what  might  be  termed 
a  commercial  monopoly  in  favour  of  this  king- 
dom in  preference  to  other  countries,  circumftan- 
ces  rendered  it  necefTary  that  the  inveftigation 
Ihould  take  place  early. 

Mr.  Wat-  Mr.  Tf ^//uncorroborated  Mr.  Macdonald's  opi- 
nions and  arguments. 

TchLZnc  ^^^*  Jci.r,ui  Johnjlone  faid,  he  had  fpent  the  mod 
pleafant  part  of  his  life  in  Norfolk,  and  he  had 
as  full  opportunities  to  underftand  coney  wool  as 
any  man.  Sir  James,  we  believe,  was  againft  the 
Petitioners. 

Sir  Johii  Sir  John  Thorold  faid,  confidering  the  prayer  of 
the  Hat  Manufaflurers  Petition,  as  highly  inju- 
rious not  only  to  the  county  he  had  the  honour  to 
reprefent,  but  to  the  landed  interefl;  in  general^ 
he  begged  leave  to  exprefs  his  entire  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded, — 
to  compel  the  grower  of  the  raw  material  to  ac- 
cept a  price  for  his  property,  which  the  manufac- 
turer, interefted  not  to  allow  the  full  value,  had 
the  folc  power  to  affix,  appeared  to  him  contrary 
to  every  rule  of  equity  and  fair  dealing.  Nor  was 
fuch  a  meafure  lefs  impolitic  than  unjuft  ;  for  the 
probable  confequence  would  be  the  annihilation  of 
every  warren  in  the  kingdom,     A  confequence  far 

more 
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more  fatal  to  the  manufaQurcr  than  to  the  land 
ov/ner,  as  the  latter  might  (with  conliderable  pre- 
Wt  lofs  indeed j  throw  his  land  into  cultiva- 
tion, while  the  manufaclurer,  for  want  of  mate- 
rials, was  left  without  refource.  He  had,  there- 
fore, the  fatisfadion  of  being  firmly  perfuaded, 
that  in  combating  the  prayer  of  the  Petition,  he 
was  endeavouring  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  both  parties, 
whofe  interefls  were  infeparably  united. — The 
ellablitliing,  enclofing,  and  maintaining  of  war- 
rens, was  not  elFeded  without  a  very  conlide- 
rable expence;  and  he  truiled  the  Houfe  would 
never  liften  to  a  propofal  which  facrificed  the  pro- 
perty of  a  great  number  of  families,  ufefully  em- 
ployed, in  the  fupport  of  this  very  manuJaBure^ 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  creating  a  partial,  and, 
in  his  opinion,  a  dellruftive  monopoly, A  fur- 
ther obje6lion  arofe  (as  was  fo  ably  flated  on  a 
former  day)  with  refpeft  to  the  time  at  which  this 
Petition  was  introduced — at  this  time  of  the  year 
and  in  a  feiTion  probably  of  too  fhort  a  duration 
to  permit  the  owner  and  occupiers  of  warrens, 
widely  difperfed  as  they  were,  to  colIe6l  and  ad- 
duce evidence  in  vindication  of  their  property,  while 
the  manufadurers,  by  being  always  on  the  fpot, 
could  affemble,  confult,  and  adopt  meafures  on  the 
fhorteft  notice.  He  therefore  intreated  the  Houfe 
that  both  parties  might  be  put  on  an  equal  footing 
— -by  poflponing  a  queftion  of  fo  much  import- 
ance to  the  next  fellion. — By  thefe  means,  fuSicient 
B  4  time 
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time  would  be  allowed  to  both  parties ;  and  the 
Houfe,  by  being  in  pofTeffion  of  the  whole  of  the 
evidence,  would  be  enabled  to  decide  on  the  real 
merits  of  the  quefHon. 

Mr.  Gaf-  iL  t        y,     r  t     -k  m  tit-  •  ri 

coyne,  and  Mr,  Ga/ccyne  and  Mr.  Mainwanng  Ipoke  very- 
waring.  "  ably  for  the  hat-manufa£lurers. 
Mr.  H«r.  jVJr.  Hcirrifon  fpoke  ag-ainfl  them,  and  thoucrht  a 
month  ought  to  be  given  gentlemen  to  come  up, 
and  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  fa6ls. 
Lord  North.  Lord  Novili  faid,  the  queflion  turned,  in  his 
mind,  on  two  con Gderations,  whether  it  was  more 
advifeable  to  promote  the  deflrudion  of  rabbit 
warrens,  or  the  deftruciion  of  the  exportation  of 
rabbit  hair  and  wool.  His  Lordfliip  propofed  a 
compromife,  and  advifed  that  the  motion,  for 
three  months,  be  withdrawn,  and  that  a  fortnight 
be  allowed  for  gentlemen  to  enquire  into  the  fa£ls, 
and  make  themfelves  peife6lly  mailers  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  cafe. 
jjr.  Hi.p.'cy.  Mr.  Hujfey  defired  to  hear  of  no  diHinftions  be- 
tween commerce  and  landed  intereft,  they  were 
one  and  the  fame.  The  latter  derived  its  impor- 
tance folcly  from  the  former.  He  took  notice  of 
Sir  John  Thorold's  having  faid,  if  the  export  of 
the  rabbits  wool  was  prevented,  gentlemen  would 
turn  their  warrens  into  arable  land.  Mr.  Huiley 
faid,  he  heartily  wilhed  they  would ;  let  them  grow 
as  much  corn  as  they  plcifed,  and  he  fhould  be 
contented.  That  alone  would  remove  the  evil, 
by  raifing  the  price  of  the  rabbits  hair  and  wool. 

Lord 
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Lord  Surrey  advifed  the  more  early  day.  ^'"■"  ^""''i'' 

Lord  Bcauchamp  ftated  the  efFe6l  the  monopoly  L="-d  Beau - 

■^  champ. 

prayed  for  would  have  on  the  landholder. 

Mr.  Alderman  Nezunham  thought  it  could  only  ^^r.  Aider- 

'-'  man  Newa- 

affeft  the  pooreft  landholder,  as  no  gentleman  kept  ham. 
rabbit  warrens  where  land  was  good   enough  for 
any  other  purpofe.     He  fpoke  very   ftrenuoufly 
in  favour  of  the  hat  manufa£lurers. 

Sir  Pder Burrellcox\{&n\.tdi  to  withdraw  his  amend-  ^.'"^  p«-**" 

Burrell. 

ment,  on  condition  that  Monday  fortnight  fhould 
be  agreed  upon  to  be  the  day  for  taking  the  report 
into  confideration  ;  an  earlier  day  would  not  do, 
as  there  muft  be  time  for  the  owners  of  warrens  m 
Yorkfhire,  Lincolnfl:!ire,  Norfolk,  and  elfewhere,  to 
confult  upon  the  bufmefs,  and  prepare  for  op- 
pofing  the  prohibition  by  counfel,  if  they  ihould 
think  it  ncceffary  to  oppofe  it.  The  compromife 
was  accepted ;  and  both  fides  of  tlie  Koufe  agreeing 
that  Monday  fortnight  fnould  be  the  day,  the 
motion  was  worded  accordingly  and  carried. 

PARLIAMENTARY       REFORM. 

1  he  order  of  the   day  for  going  into  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  was  next  called  for,  when 

Mr.  Milne  addreifed  himfelf  to  Mr.  Alderman  m^.  Miine, 
Sawbridge,  and,  as  a  fiiend  to  the  reform,  intreated 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  poilpone  it  to  another 
feifion.  He  trufled  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  fee  the  propriety  of  complying  with  fuch  a 
requefl,  and  that  the  reafons  for  deferring  it  would 

be 
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be  at  once  obvious  to  hinij  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the 
Public.  The  only  inducement  which  he  would 
urge  on  the  prefent  occafion  was,  that  the  Miniller, 
on  that  condition,  would  certainly  adopt  fomething 
fpecific  and  decifive  as  early  as  poQibie  next 
feffion. 

Mr.  Saw.  Mr.  Saivhridge  thought  the  propolition  rather 
extraordinary.  He  did  not  however  wifh  to  do 
any  tiling  which  might  have  the  appearance  of 
rafhnefs  and  precipitancy.  He  would  therefore 
fufpend  his  proceedings,  at  lead  till  he  heard  from 
the  Miniller's  own  mouth  what  his  intentions  were  ; 
he  (liould  then  put  the  Houfe  out  of  doubt  about 
the  mode  he  thought,  all  things  confidered,  the 
moil  eligible  for  him  to  adopt. 

Mr.  w.  The  Chancello}'  of  the  Exchequer  immediately  rofe 

and  faid,  that  his  Ctuation  was  rather  delicate.  The 
preiTure  of  buiinefs,  which  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ilances  it  was  natural  for  him  to  feel,  did  not  leave 
his  mind  at  liberty  to  enter  on  the  difquifition  and 
arrangement  of  a  fubjeft  fo  peculiarly  complicated 
and  extenfive  as  an  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people.  He  trufted,  however,  it  was  a  meafure 
which  he  fhould  one  day  fee  realized :  And  it  was 
no  great  matter  to  him  how  it  was  carried,  pro- 
vided it  did  but  fucceed.  In  this,  no  man  within 
or  without  doors  would  more  fmcerely  rejoice  thail 
he  would  do.  The  Houle  and  the  People,  he  had 
no  doubt,  would  give  him  credit  for  his  fincerity, 
when  he  declared  that  he  had  it  very  much  at 

heart ; 
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heart :  And  he  pledged  himfelf  in  the  ftrongefl; 
language  to  bring  it  forward  the  very  fir  ft  oppor- 
tunity the  next  feflion.  It  was  gready,  in  his 
opinion,  out  of  feafon  at  this  jundure.  He  could 
have  no  objetlion,  fhould  the  honourable  gende- 
man  think  othervvife,  and  periift  in  propofing  it 
now  :  But  he  was  furelv  entitled  to  the  fame  right 
of  judging  for  himfelf;  and  he  could  aflure  the 
Houfe,  nothing  but  a  fufpicion  of  rifquing  the 
quePiion,  which  he  did  prefume  might  be  urged 
with  a  greater  probability  of  fuccefs  at  another 
time,  ftiouid  have  Drevented  his  brinsfincr  it  forward 
now.  A  regard,  however,  to  inclination,  to  prin- 
ciple, to  confiflency,  and  to  duty,  would  not  fufFer 
him  to  let  flip  any  opportunity  in  which  he  could 
forefee  a  probability  of  carrying  the  meafure.  Thefe 
Were  the  only  things  which  operated  on  his  mind 
againft  the  expediency  of  attempting  on  the  prefent, 
what  was  much  more  likely  to  fucceed  on  fome 
future  occafion. 

Mr.  Foney  regretted  that  the  motion  before  the  Mr.  Poney. 
Houfe  flionid  be  foput  off  a  die  in  diem,  although 
he  was  ready  to  grant  that  it  would  be  very  difficult 
for  any  gentleman  to  convince  him  of  the  pro- 
priety of  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  fpoke  a  few  words ;  the  tendency  Mr.  She- 
of  which  was  to  fupport  and  promote  the  views  of 
the  mover  of  the  bufinefs  under  confideration. 

Mr.  PVilberforce  expreffed,  with  the  greateft  ear-Mr. wii- 
iieftnefs,  his  ftrong  defire  to  fee  the  important  obje6l 

of 
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of  reformation  fpeedily  and  effedually  determined. 
But  he.  neverthelefs,  could  not  concur  with   the 
opinions  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  declared  that 
day  to  be  the  moll  proper  for  coming  to  fome  final 
determination  on   the   fubjeft.     His  honeft  fenti- 
ments  were,  that  gentlemen   were   not  then   fully 
refolved  what  line  of  condud  they  ought  to  purfue  ; 
and  that,  if  the  bufmefs  ihould  be  pufhed  with  too 
much  violence  on  that  occahon,  the  event  might  be 
very    unfavourable   to    thofe    who   were    the    real 
friends  of  Parliamentary  Reform.     Thefe  were  his 
ideas ;  and  he  was  perfuaded  that  a  very  refpe6lable 
body  of  men  in  that  Houfe  entertained  fimilar  ones. 
Kjr.  Fox.         Mr.  Fox  thought,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  feafoii 
more  eligible  than  another,  for  going  through  with 
the  very  momentous  bufmefs  then  before  the  Houfe, 
that  fcalbn  was  then  come.     Pie  did  not  doubt  the 
fincerily  of  the  honourable  Member  who  had  jud  , 
fat  down  ;  but  he  was  inclined  to  look  for  a  different 
language  from  him,  than  that  which  he  had  heard* 
Some   of  thofe   who  profelfed  to   be    the   zealous 
friends  of  the  motion,  had,  on  that  occafion,   given 
it    their    negative  :    And    what   appeared  to  him 
more    ilrange    than   that  condu6l   was,   that  they 
have  not  offered  to  the  Houfe  the  fmallefl;  reafon  for 
their  doing  fo.     They  had,  indeed,  faid  laconically, 
the  prefent  is  not  a  proper  time  for  fuch  a  bufmefs. 
But  why  was  it  not  a  proper  time  tor  that  bufinefs  ? 
What  peculiar  circumftances  were  there  in  the  pre- 
fent feilioa  to  jufii  fy  a  delay  ?  And  what  promifing 

ones 
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ones  in  any  fubfequent  one,  to  flatter  the  expecta- 
tions of  thoTe  who  wifhed  well  to  a  Parliameniary 
Reform.  For  his  part,  he  knew  of  none  that 
fliould  induce  gentlemen  to  procraftinate  the 
very  ferious  bufinefs  they  were  then  difcuffing. 
He  would  again  repeat  it,  that  if  the  prefent  was 
not  an  eligible  period  for  doing  foniething  effec- 
tual as  to  a  Reform,  never  would  that  Houfe  fee 
one  that  could  be  called  fuch.  The  very  recent  ex- 
perience of  every  gentleman  prefent  muft  liave 
convinced  them,  what  the  wilhes  of  the  people 
were  on  that  fcore;  and  alfo,  of  the  dcfefts  which 
fubfifled  in  the  prefent  mode  of  reprefentation. 
Should  the  motion  before  the  Houfe  fail  of  fuc- 
ceH?,  he  would  look  upon  its  failure  as  a  very  bad 
omen  :  He  would  thence  infer,  that  thofe  who 
now  complained,  had  but  little  reafon  to  look  for 
redrefs  from  thofe  who  had  it  moli  in  their  power 
to  grant  it.  He  concluded  with  hoping,  that  the 
Hon.  Alderman  would  fee  ail  his  expeOations  re- 
alized. 

Mr.  Martin  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Chan-  Mr.  Mar'.in. 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  promife  not  to 
bring  forward  the  motion  which  he  himfelf  had 
once  made,  but  to  bring  forward  the  motion  then 
before  the  Houfe  at  a  future  period,  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  ought  to  withdraw  his. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not  pledge  Mr.  \v. 
himfelf  to    bring  forv.'ard    the  very  fame   motion  ^'^'* 
which  the    Hon.    Member  had  laid   before   the 

Houfe ; 


bridge. 
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Houfe  ;  nor  would  he  fix  upon  the   time  when  he 
would  bring  forward  any  motion   whatever.     He 
would  only   fay,  that  when  he  did  come  forward 
with  one,  it  fliould  be  one  founded  on  diligent  en- 
quiry ;    formed  according  to  the  very   befl  of  his 
knowledge;  and  one  which  he  (hould  judge  to  be 
the   moll  likely   for  obtaining   the  great   ends  in 
queflion. 
Mr.  Saw-        Mr.  SawhriSge^  finding  that  Gentlemen  did  not, 
in  general,  fliow  any  forwardnefs  to  fupport  him  in 
his  undertaking,  determined  to  do  his  duty  at  leall. 
The  motion  which  he  was   to  have  the  honour  to 
make,  was   one  which    he  had  brought   into  the 
Houfe  from  the  bed  of  all  motives,  that   of  ren- 
dering a  fervice  to  the  conOitution   of  his  country. 
His  doing  fo   at  that  period   was,  becaufe  he  be- 
lieved that  period  to  be,  of  all  others,  the  mod 
flattering.     He  had  no  other  reafon   whatever  for 
being  fo  urgent  in   the  bufincfs.     But  though  he 
v/ifhed  to  fee  the  confideration  of  what  he  had  to 
propofe  fpeedily  entered  into,  yet  he  did  not  defire 
to  fee  it  precipitately   difmiffed.     The  Houfe,  he 
hoped,  would  confider  of  what  vaft  confequence 
to  the  country  a  fair  and  general  reprefentation  of 
the  people  was  ;    and,  of  courfe,  would  enter  into 
the  difcuffion  of  the  quellion  with  all  that  candour 
and  patience   which  its   magnitude   required.     It 
was  not  his  wilh  to   engrofs  a  great  portion  of  the 
time  of  the   IJoufe,  by  the  bufinefs  which  he  had 
fo  much  at  heart.     To  allow  due  time  for  the 

con- 
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confideration  of  other  grand  national  points,  he 
meant  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the 
ilate  of  Reprefentation,  and  that  Committee  was 
to  be  a  SekB,  One,  which  might  continue  its  pro- 
ceedings without  interfering  with  thofe  of  the 
Houfe. 

That  the  entjuiry,  which  he  wifhed  to  fet  on 
foot,  was  a  very  important  one  to  this  country,  he 
thought,  no  one  could  doubt ;  and  that  it  was  ne- 
ceflary,  many  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  knew  by 
experience,  and  was  willing  to  acknowledge. — 
Every  inftitution,  he  obferved,  fuffered  through 
length  of  time  ;  and,  if  not  frequently  recurred 
to,  loft  all  its  vigour  and  efficacy.  The  very  fame 
was  the  cafe  with  Parliamentary  Reprefentation. 
It  had  been  long  negle61;ed  -,  and  was,  at  length, 
greatly  altered  and  corrupted.  Here  he  entered 
into  a  long  detail  of  the  abufes  and  defe6ts  of  the 
many  boroughs  in  this  pare  of  the  kingdom. 
Some  he  fliowed  to  be  in  want  of  reformation, 
from  their  fending  too  few  Members  to  Parliament; 
and  others  from  their  having  too  ^tw  ele6lors» 
He  declared  it  to  be  his  real  opinion,  that  what  he 
was  then  attempting,  would  be  of  fervice  to  the 
community  ;  and  that  it  was  therefore  a  duty 
which  he  owed  to  himfelf,  to  his  conftituents,  and 
to  the  nation  at  large.  He  then  moved,  "  That 
*'  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
•*■  prefent  State  of  the  Parliamentary  Reprefenta- 
l^  tion  of  the  Commons  of  Gieat- Britain." 

Mr. 


■venor» 
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Mr.Newn-       jv^jj.^  NcwnJiam  feconded  the  motion. 

hi  in. 

Mr.  Crof-        y[y^  Grofvenor  imasfined  it  to  be  very  difficult  to 

lienor^  ^  O  / 

determine  what  was  beft  to  be  done  in  the  quellion 
then  before  the  Houfe.  Alterations  in  the  con- 
ilitution  were  always  hazardous.  On  that  account, 
he  did  not  think  that  Gentlemen  would  do  well  to 
judge  from  fanciful  or  haflily  formed  refolutions  ; 
.  for  it  was  experience,  and  not  theory,  which  could 
lead  to  true  and  falutary  conclufions  on  the  fubjeft. 
The  Hon.  Mover  had  preferred  a  Sele6l  Com- 
mittee for  enquiring  into  the  State  of  Reprefenta- 
tion,  and  he  a6led  wifely  in  fo  doing.  But  even 
in  a  Committee  he  thought  there  would  be  too 
great  a  waRc  of  time,  and  too  much  danger  of 
the  buflnefs  being  difinifled  before  it  was  duly 
confidered.  Gentlemen  could  hardly  impute  his 
diflikeof  the  motion  to  any  interefled  or  uncon- 
flitutional  view.  He  was  only  defirous  that  they 
would  recolleft  how  many  grand  national  points 
there  remained  to  be  invefiigated  in  the  prefent 
Seffion ;  and  that  they  would  not  oblige  Miniftry 
to  poftpone  them,  by  forcing  upon  the  Houfe  a 
bufinefs,  which  might  come  forward  with  equal 
propriety,  and  with  equal  profpedl  of  fuccefs,  in 
another  Seflion  of  Parliament.  The  buhnefs, 
which  had  been  propofed,  feemed  to  him  to  be  of 
fuch  an  intricate  and  difficult  kind,  that  he  would 
not,  in  confcience,  give  any  candid  opinion  upon 
it.  One  thing  there  was,  which  he  would  ven- 
ture to  recommend  to  the  Houfe,  that  they  would 

fiift 
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fiifl;  devife  a  remedy,  and  then  ihink  of  the  befl; 
mode  of  applying  it. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  fpoke  to  the  following  purport:  sir  Richard 

H  11 

— With  a/1  refpefil  and  deference  to  this  Hon. 
Floufe,  I  afTert  that  it  is  an  obferVation  of  a  wifer 
inan  than  any  within  thefe  walls,  (I  except  not 
the  Right  Hon.  Ferfonage,  who  again  fo  ably,  fo 
worthily,  fo  impartially,  and  fo  unanimoufly  fills 
the  Chair,)  that  to  everything  there  is  a/eafo?i,  and 
a  time  to  eve?')'  purpcfc  under  Heaven. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amifs  that  I  Chould  in- 
form fome  noble  Lords  and  gentlemen  in  this  au- 
guft  affembly,  that  the  words  are  the  words  of  So- 
lomon, and  that  they  are  taken  from  an  obfolete 
book,  commonly  called  the  Bible. 

It  is,  however,  much  to  be  feared,  that  the 
Jlon.  Gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  notwith- 
fbnding  all  he  has  been  faying,  has  not  paid  due 
rcp^ard  to  thofe  words  of  the  wiled  of  men,  elfe 
he  would  not  have  chofen  the  prefent  time  to  ma- 
nifefl.  his  zeal  for  our  Reformation ;  a  time,  when  fo 
much  public  U'ational  bufinefs  calls  for  our  imme- 
diate attention. — But  the  ruling  paffion  will  ever 
be  uppermoll ;  and  when  a  man  is  tired  of  every 
thing  elfe,  he  can  mount  his  own  hobby-horfe  with 
alacrity. 

Sir,  I  am  a  cordial  friend  to  a  Parliamentary- 
Reform,  (1  mean  fo  far  as  relates  to  a  more  equal 
reprefentationj  I  have  voted  for  it  \  I  have  fpoke 
according  to  my  poor  ability  in  favour  of  it;  and 
1  hope  to  give  it  my  fupport  again,  whenever  I  fee 
Vol.  II.  C  it 
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it  brought  forward  at  a  proper  time,  and  in  a  pro- 
per manner.  But  I  folcmnly  declare,  that  I  think 
the  Hon.  Gentleman's  injudicious  and  ill-timed  ar- 
dour will  greatly  hurt  the  caufe  he  means  to  de- 
fend ;  infomuch,  that  if  the  Houfe  comes  to  a 
divifion  to-night,  I  doubt  whether  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's hohky  will  carry  double  :  and  when- 
ever I  a£l  the  p-iit  of  a  Don  Quixote,  I  Qiould  be 
fadly  difappointed  indeed,  if  I  could  not  get  one 
poor  Sancho  Pancha  to  mount  behind  me  on  my 
Rofinante. 

Sir,  I  have  been  confideri/!g  what  could  be  the 
Hon.  Gentleman's  reafons  for  bringing  on  his  mo- 
lion  at  this  time,  and  the  three  following  have  been 
fuggedcd  to  me : 

1.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  might  think  it  would 
give  him  a  little  more  importance. 

And  indeed,  when  T  refleft  on  the  importance  of 
the  thing  itfelf.  and  the  many  difficulties  attending 
the  execution  of  it,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  cannot 
think  I  depreciate  him,  when  I  affirm,  that  all  the 
weight  and  confequence,  all  the  judgment  and  abi- 
lities of  this  Houfe  colledirely,  are  not  more  than 
equal  to  an  undertaking  of  fuch  prodigious  mag- 
nitude. 

2.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  might  imagine  it 
would  raife  his  own  popularity,  and  be  the  means 
of  wiping  away  from  the  minds  of  his  conftituents 
v/hat  they  might  perhaps  think  feme  little  faux  pas 
in  his  late  conduct. 

But 
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But  I  am  mr  from  thinking  he  will  be  able  to 
crain  their  favour  by  this  device,  or  at  all  7'aife  his 
popularity  among  a  refpedable  body  of  fenfible, 
judicious,  opulent  citizens,  from  whom  I  am  fure 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  received  no  inftrutlions 
to  begin  his  Parliamentary  career  v/ith  an  attempt 
to  flop  Parliamentary  bufinefs. 

3.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  might  think  (I  don't 
fay  he  does  fo  think,  but  there  are  abundance  of 
cogitations  in  the  human  mind),  that  if  his  own 
popularity  would  be  increafed  by  bringing  on  the 
moiion,  thai  of  the  rViinifter  would  be  lefl'ened  by 
rejefting  or  poftponing  it ;  notwithftanding  the 
Hon.  Gentleman's  great  politenefs,  and  profound 
humility,  in  ofiFering  him  the  preference  in  the  bu- 
finefs. But  1  muft  fay,  that  the  condud  of  the 
Minifter  has  been  fo  uniformly  confident  in  favour 
of  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  that  all  attempts  to 
injure  him  on  that  fcore  muft  appear  poor  and  fu- 
tile indeed.  And  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  he  were 
now  to  begin  on  a  bufinefs  fo  arduous  in  itfelf,  and 
which  muft  neceffarily  be  attended  with  fo  many 
oblirutStions,  that  inftead  of  making  himfelf  more 
popular,  he  would  juftly  rouze  the  popular  indig- 
nation againft  himi 

Would  it  not  be  faid  on  all  fides,  what  is  to  be- 
come of  loan  and  taxes  ?  What  of  public  credit  ^ 
What  of  commerce  ?  And,  after  all,  what  is  to 
become  of  India  ? 

Inftead  of   difputing  by   v.- horn    Parliamentary 

bufinefs  ought  to  be  done,  why  don't  we  proceed 

C  2  to 


£i  PARLIAMENTARY        [A.  1784. 

to  the  immediate  doing  of  Parliamentary  bufi- 
nefs  ? 

Such,  Sir,  would   be  the  lanoruase  both  within 

'  ^  DO 

and  without  doors,  were  the  MiniRer,  at  this  bufv 
crifis,  to  bring  on  any  proje6ls  for  a  Reform  of 
Parliament. —  And  I  am  fure  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
himfelf  is  of  opinion  there  are  many  things  which 
may  be  very  fit  and  proper  to  be  done  at  one  time, 
which  at  another  he  would  think  extremely  inex- 
pedient and  maUa-propos. 

To  particularife  only  in  an  inflance  in  familiar 
life. — I  have  heard  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  is  re- 
makably  fond  of  whift,  and  that  he  is  fo  excellent 
a  player,  that  he  can  correct  even  Hoyk  himfelf: — 
yet,  if  a  few  friends  were  to  come  to  the  Hon. 
Gentleman's  houfe  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
knock  up  all  his  family,  awaken  him  out  of  a  found 
fleep,  and  infift  upon  his  immediately  getting  up 
and  playing  a  rubber  at  his  favourite  game,  might 
he  not  well  anfwer,  "  IVIy  friends,  what  are  you 
*'  about  ?  Are  you  out  of  your  fenfes  ?  VVhift  I 
**  love,  and  will  play  as  many  rubbers  as  you 
*'  pleafe  to-morrow  evening  ;  but  fleep  is  now  the 
"  thing  that  I  want,  and  that  my  conjiitution  wants 
"  alfo." 

*'  Befides,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  might  perhaps 
**  add,  you  have  difturbed  me  in  a  moll  pleaiing 
*'  dream,  wherein  mdkovght  I  was  in  the  Houfe  of 
*'  Commons,  and  methought  we  were  dividing  on 
"  my  motion  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  and 
"  meLlwught  I  had  a  majority  of  more  than  200." 

I  mufl, 
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I  mufl,  therefore,  addrefs  you,  my   friends,  in 
the  words  of  Horace, 

— — Po!  me  occidiliis  amici, 

Cui  fic  extorta  vcluptas, 


Ec  demptus  per  vim,  mentis  gratijjimtis  error. 
Or  nearly  in  the  words  of  Pope, 

Aileep,  a  Patriot  of  dillinguinied  note, 
Awake,  reduced  unto  a  finiple  vote. 

Thus,  Sir,  have  I    endeavoured  to   fathom  the 
Hon.  Gentleman's   three  reafons   for  brinaing  on 

O        O 

his  motion  at  this  time.  They  may  indeed  go 
deeper,  but  I  confefs  my  line  will  reach  no  fur- 
ther. The  Hon.  Gentleman  may,  if  he  pleafes, 
diftinguiGi  them  into  good,  better,  hep.,  but  I  am 
obliged,  malgre  moi,  to  view  them  in  a  diiTcrent; 
light,  and  theiefore  mull  chan^  the  Hon,  Gentlc- 
man's  I  onus,  meltor,  optimus.,  into  mains,  pcjor,  pcjjimm. 
ijur,  Sir,  though  I  profefs  my  didike  of  this  mo- 
tion, as  being  exceedingly  ill-timed,  I  mull  again 
declare,  that  I  heartily  approve  of  the  thing  moved 
for,  and  hope,  at  fome  proper  opportunity,  to 
have  the  honour  of  laying  before  this  lloufi- 
fome  new  hints  on  the  fubjecl,  which  I  have  lately 
received  from  a  very  fenfible  gentleman,  who  is  one 
of  my  conilituents.  But,  at  prefent,  I  fliall  not 
mention  them  ;  neither  iliall  I  Hiy  any  thing  (how- 
ever not  much)  concerning  certain  rotten  boiou^jis, 
out  of  which  fo  many  half-ftarved  rats  have  crept, 
as  at  times  had  well  nigh  undermined  the  founda- 
tion of  this  Houfe. 

C  g  We 
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We  may,  if  we  pleafe,  call  ourfelves  the  repre- 
fentative  body  of  the  people ;  but  as  I  had  ihe  ho- 
nour of  obferving  to  you,  Sir,  upon  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  this   Houfe    exhibits   much  fuch  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people,    as  you  yourfelf  do  of  this 
Houfe,  when  )'ou  are  flarving  in  St.   Margaret's 
Church  on  the  30ih  of  January,  and  fcviie  of  your 
attendants,  perhaps,  counting  the   moments  of  the 
preacher's    fermon.     But,    Sir,     there    is   an    old 
adage,  that  friends  in  dijhefs  makeforrow  the  lef,  and 
you  have,  at  leaft,  the  comfort  of  knowing  that  a 
Hill  more  dillinguifhed  perfonage  than  yourfelf,  the 
great  and  learned  Reprefentative  of  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  is  at  the  fame  moment  undergoing  the  fame 
annual  frigid  difcipline   not  ico  miles  diftant  from 
you. 

I  beg  pardon,  Sir,  for  this  digreflion  :  however, 
I  am  peifedly  orderly,  for  I  am  fpeaking  of  un- 
equal reprefentation ;  but  the  fubjeft  being  too  de- 
licate to  dwell  upon,  I  fliall  immediately  go  back 
to  my  point. — 

Sir,  it  is  noloiious  that  fome  worthy  Members 
of  this  Houfe  ha\-e  no  cori/lihienis,  perhaps  only 
one  conjliiucnt,  and  perhaps  themfelves  both  the 
CDnftihieni  and  the  confliiuec.  Hence  thofe  offcn- 
iive  expreffions  to  iheear  of  independence,  "  Lord 
Such-an-one's  borough,  .Mr.  Such-an-one's  bo' 
rough."  Well,  then,  might  the  ingenious  Mem- 
ber for  Kirkwall,  alias  the  hopcjid  Member  for 
Weflm.infler,  (for  I  prefume  he  hjidl  of  hopes  of 
fuccefs^  find  out  that  the  voice  cf  the  people  both 
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is,  and  is  not,  to  be  heard  in  this  Houfe. — Mere, 
Sir,  what  is  wrong,  and  what  is  wanted,  muft  ap- 
pear to  every  man  ;  but  how  to  re6lify  the  wrong, 
and  fupply  the  want,  has  puzzled,  and  will  puz- 
zle, much  wifer  heads  than  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 
and  mine. 

Thofe  gentlemen,  indeed,  who  make  no  fcruple 
of  voting  away  rights  and  charters,  may  think 
there  is  an  eafy  method  of  getting  rid  of  as  many 
rotten  boroughs  as  they  pleafe  ;  but  as  fome  fuch 
gentlemen  reprefent  fome  fuch  boroughs,  1  am  in- 
clined to  think,  that  when  it  comes  to  themfelves, 
they  will  alter  their  fentiments,  and  perceive  a  fla- 
grant injullice  in  their  own  cafe,  which  had  no 
exiQence  where  the  coiififcaiion  of  the  property  of  a 
great  ref[;e6lable  company  was  to  be  the  efifecl  of 
their  ays  or  no. 

Men  of  wit  may  ridicule  the  idea  of  Parliamen- 
tary Reform,  by  fiiying,  that  a  tinker  had  rather 
vund  a  ketik  than,  the  Conjlitutiov,,  and  a  labourer  ra- 
ther make  ajaggot  than  make  laws,  &c.  And  where 
is  the  thing,  however  excellent,  which  has  not 
been  ridiculed  ?  But  as  to  arguments,  I  mail  hear 
better  than  any  I  have  yet  heard,  to  convince  me 
that  a  Parliamentary  Reform  is  not  much  wanted, 
and  much  to  be  wifi:ed. 

As  to  the  ft  ale  cry  of  innovation  !  innovation !  it  is 
fo  very  abfurd,  that  it  is  fit  only  for  the  lips  oi'  his 
HoUnefs,  or  old  Mother  Gooje.  If  this  plea  were  to 
be  admitted,  good  night  to  every  thing  but  to  ig- 
jiorance  and  barbarifm.  According  to  this  plea,  no 
C  4  one 
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one  thins  that  is  wrongr  ouorht  ever  to  be  amended. 
Nay,  the  longer  abufe  and  error  have  exilled,  the' 
longer  they  ought  to  exift  ;  and  the  flate  or  na- 
tion, which  has  groaned  for  centuries  under  any 
particular  grievance,  ought  to  bear  the  burden  of 
that  grievance  as  long  as  the  world  (lands.  Even 
injuftice  may  be  fanftilied  by  time,  and  opprelfion 
by  being  opprefTed. 

If  this  do6lrine  had  alv/ays  been  adhered  to, 
where  would  have  been  many  of  our  civil  liberties 
I  at  this  day,  when  we  withllood  not  the  imaginary^ 
but  the  real  arbitrary  ideas  of  prerogative,  which 
fome  contended  for  as  the  very  bahs  of  the  Con- 
flitution,  aiid  which  would  have  made  the  Englifh 
diadem  as  abfolute  as  that  of  France  ?  Above  all, 
where  would  have  been  that  religion,  which  came 
down  to  us  ilreaming  in  the  blood  of  ProteHants, 
Martyrs,  and  Confefiors  ?  That  religion,  which, 
however  defpifcd  and  ridiculed  it  may  be  in  this 
degenerate  day  cf  profligacy  and  diflipation,  in- 
flead  of  being  afliamed  o(,  ^ve  ought  to  g!oiy  in, 
and  to  make  the  rule  of  all  our  conduQ,  both  in 
public  and  in  private  life. 

Overwhelmed  by  arbitrary  power,  and  funk  into 
the  dregs  of  Popilh  fuperRition,  vve  iliould  now 
have  had  nothing  to  confole  ouifelves  witli  but  die 
refle£lion  of  having  fleered  clear  of  every  attempt 
tov^-ards  anv  reform.ation  eiflierin  Church  or  Mate. 
forlfear  of  the  da!)ger  of  innovation. 

According  to  this  doclrine,  the  man  uho  h.^s 
an  unhealthy  flate   of  body,    ought   never   to  be 

cured  ; 
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cured;  or,  if  he  fend  for  fhe  phyfician,  the  wife 
(lotlor  fliall  Ihake  his  head  and  fay,  "  T"o  be  fure, 
"  Sir,  you  are  but  in  a  bad  way,  but  I  iliall  not 
"  attempt  to  aurniniuer  any  relief  to  you.  You 
"  have  been  Tick  fo  long,  that  fick  by  all  means 
"  you  ought  to  continue." 

Now,  Sir,  I  fuppofe  nobody  will  affirm  that 
there  are  no  difeafes  in  the  body  politic,  as  well  as 
in  the  body  naiural ;  and  I  fuppofe  that  nobody 
will  deny  that  the  great  body  politic  of  this  king- 
dom has  been  for  feveral  years  paft  (indeed  ever 
iince  the  Adminiflration  of  one,  whofe  name  can 
never  be  mentioned  but  with  veneration  in  this 
Houfe,  I  need  not  fay  I  mean  the  great  Earl  of 
Chatham)  in  an  atrophy,  and  during  the  time  that  the 
Noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbond  held  the  reins,  in  a 
galloping  coiifampiion  — We  have  tried  bleeding  long 
enough,  and  bleeding  with  leeches  loo ;  I  have  no 
objection  to  try  the  alterative  in  queftion,  when  the 
body  is  in  a  fit  ftate  to  receive  it:  but  I  am  furc, 
for  the  reafons  already  given,  that  at  prefent  it  is 
not  ;  and  nobody  but  an  empiric  or  quack,  who 
is  totally  unfKilled  in  the  knowledge  of  political 
chemicals  and  galenicals,  will  fay  that  it  is. 

If  I  have  talked  too  long-  in  the  medical  Rile,  I 
humbly  hope  the  Moule  will  pardon  me,  and  I  am 
fure  I  fliali  meet  with  the  indulgence  of  a  learned 
Lord,  1  mean  th'.  Lord  Rcclor  of  Glafrcw  -,  though, 
alas !  all  his  prefcriptions  the  other  night  had  no 
other  efxe6l  tlian  to  procuie  the  ealy  difmifTion  of 
i^.is  piitient  without  a  Uruggk-,  or  without  a  groan. 

And 


26  PARLIAMENTARY        [A.  17S4.. 

And  I  am  fure  it  was  to  the  general  fatisfadion  of 
this  afifembly,   that    the  poor  creature  went  off  fo 
eafily  and  fo  peaceably.      He  knew  it   would   be 
contrary  to  order  for  him    now   to    fay  any  thin^ 
of  that  learned  Lord's  fpeech  ;  but  as  the  learned 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  aiTert,   that  when  a  late  Right 
Honourable   Secretary   brought  in  the  India  Bill, 
he  wiilied  for  neither  power  nor  emolument  to  him- 
felf  or  fiiends,  but  that   he  aded  from  noble  mo- 
tives, and  dcfpifed  all  fuch  trifles;   he   would  jufl 
take  the  liberty  of  obferving,  eii  pajjant,  that  there 
was  an  old  fable  they  were  all  well  acquainted  with, 
which   faySj    "    That   when    Reynard    leapt  very 
*'  high  at   the  grapes  and  could    not  reach  them, 
*'  he  fneaked  oflP,  and  faid  they  were  four." 

Now,  Sir,  after  all  I  have  faid,  on  which  Gde 
mull  I  give  my  voice  ?  1  certainly  fliall  not  vote 
againll  a  meafure  which  I  heartily  wifh,  at  a  pro- 
per time,  to  fee  adopted  :  but  as  I  think  this  is  by 
no  means  fuch  a  time,  I  fhall  do,  Sir,  what  you 
would  be  ^'ery  plad  to  join  me  in,  (but  alas  I  dig- 
nity of  office  debars  you  of  the  privilege)  I  fliall 
leave  the  honourable  combatants  to  fi^ht  it  out 
amonsf  themfelves,  and  fhall  g[0  home  and  try  to 
ret  a  sfood  nicrht's  red. 

^'ou,  Sir,  have  had  the  repeated  pleafure  and 
benefit  of  hearing  every  fpeech  which  has  been 
delivered  on  the  fubjed  for  fome  years  pafl,  and 
therefore  mull  have  made  up  your  mind  on  the 
point.  But  whether  you  are  for  a  Reform  in  the 
reprefentation  or  duration  of  Farliamcnt;  or  whe- 
ther 
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ther  with  the  noble  fpotife  of  the  late  Right  Hon. 
Secretary,  you  think  both  had  better  be  deferred 
ad  Cakndas  Grecas,  I  will  anfwer  for  you,  Sir,  that 
you  think  a  Reforin  in  the  duration  of  our  debates, 
and  I  will  fay  in  the  duration  of  our  motions  too, 
would  be  highly  praife- worthy.  And  if  to  thefe  I  add 
a  reform  in  our  tempers  whilfl  debating,  I  believe 
I  iliould  be  joined  by  the  whole  Houfe  nejn.  con. 

As,  therefore,  I  begun  with  one  faying  of  the 
wife  man,  I  fliall  end  with  another.  Which  is, — • 
An  angry  man  ftirreth  up  Jirife,  and  a  furious  7nan 
ahoundith  in  tranfgrejjion.  But  a  [oft  anfwer  turndh 
away  -wrath. 

Lord  Surrey  was  forry  that  tlie  motion  on  ^■•^'•d  Sur- 
which  the  houfe  was  then  debating  had  not  origi- 
nated from  the  Treafury  Bench.  Had  the 
Right  Honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
pledged  himfelf  to  bring  forward  any  Bill  of  the 
lame  nature  this  feflion,  he  would  then  have  re- 
commended to  the  Honourable  Alderman  to  poft- 
pone  or  lay  afide  his  motion.  He  agreed  with 
fomc  Gentlemen  who  had  (hewn  a  preference  to  a 
Select  Committee  ;  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Koufe  certainly  Vvould  have  been  highly  improper. 
He  indeed  thought  that  the  motion  would  have 
been  very  well  turned  had  it  deferred  the  Parlia- 
mentary Relonri  to  a  niuch  later  dav. 

Mr.  Taylor  rofe  to  give  his  negative  to  the  mo«  Mi. Ti:ior. 
tion.     His  chief  reafon  for  doing  fo  was,  that  his 
conilituents   did   not   wiih  for    any  Parliamentary 
Reform.       He  had  the  honour    of  Handing  can- 
didate 
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didate  for  two  difFerent  boroughs  ;  for  one  of 
which  he  was  returned.  While  anions'  his  con- 
flituents,  he  had  been  careful  to  enquire  whether 
they  wiflied  him  to  take  any  fhare  in  bringing 
about  fuch  an  objed  as  the  worthy  Alderman  had 
then  held  up  to  the  Houfe,  their  anfwer  was  No ; 
go  and  endeavour  to  promote  thofe  meafures  which 
will  befl;  ferve  to  extend  the  credit,  and  to  en- 
courage the  commerce  of  the   nation lie  was 

a  young  Member,  and,  as  fuci),  could  not  pretend 
to  have  made  up  his  mind  fully  on  the  bufinefs 
then  in  hand.  He  confelfed,  that  he  had  hardly 
bellowed  a  fmgle  thought  on  it  ;  and  he  was  fatif- 
ficd  that  few  of  the  new  members  were  much 
better  qualified  to  debate  that  point  than  himfelf. 
LordNcith.  Lo;d  NoTth  began  with  declaring,  that  though 
he  certainly  wiPned  the  motion  to  be  put  off,  he 
fliGuld  betray  his  fentiments,  if  he  faid  he  wiChed 
it  to  come  on  another  day;  he  wil'hed  it  never 
to  come  on,  bccaufe  he  was  convinced  it  never 
could  be  adopted,  without  a  deep  wound  to  the 
Conditution.  The  woithy  Alderman  who  made 
the  motion,  had  Hated  no  ground  to  prove  thene- 
ctifity  of  any  alteration  in  the  (late  of  the  repre- 
ftntation  in  Parliament,  and  without  very  ibong 
pround  for  fuch  necefhtv  was  ihewn,  he  (liould 
ever  contend  that  it  was  unwile,  rafii,  and  impro-^ 
per  to  make  fo  dangerous  an  experiment.  From 
this  remark  his  Lordihip  proceeded  lo  enquire  what 
could  be  alledged  as  the  proofs  of  any  nccefhty  for 
what    was  called,  butj    in   his  rain:!,   veiy  ialfely 

called, 
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called,  a  paiHamentavy    reform.     Was  it  becaufe 
the  Crown  was  fufpecled  to  have  had  too  much  in- 
fluence in    the    laft    parliament    that  it  had  been 
dilTolved,   and  that  it  was  neceffary  fo  early  in  the 
pre  Pent  to  fet  about  an  alteration  in  the  Conftitu- 
tion  ?   Was  any  gentleman  afraid  that  the  Crown 
would  have  too    much   influence   in    this  Parlia- 
ment ?   What  poffible    reafon   could  be  given    to 
Ihew,  that  an  alteration  mofl.  ferioufly  afFe6ling  that 
Conllitution  under  which  the  country  had  derived 
To  many  bleffings,  for  fo  many  years,  was  nccelTary? 
Did  freedom  depend  upon  every  individual  fubje6l 
being  reprefented  in   that  Houfe  ?  Certainly  not ; 
for  that  Houfe,  conftituted    as   it  was,  reprefented 
the  whole  kingdom.     Freedom  depended  on  a  ve- 
ry diflPerent   circumftance.     He  was  free,  becaufe 
he    lived  in  a  country  governed   by    equal  laws. 
Where  the  hiohefl  and   the  lowed  were  soverned 
by  the  fame  laws,    where  there  wns  no  di(lin6lion 
of  perfons,   there  freedom   might  be  faid  toexill  as 
purely  and  as  perfedly  as  in  the  nature  of  things  it 
could  exift.     But   it  was  faid  Helftone  fent  mem- 
bers,  Old  Sarum    fends  members,  and   yet  Man- 
cheller  fends  no  members,  nor  Halifax,  nor  Leeds, 
nor  Birmingham.    What  then  ?   Did    Manchefter 
defire  to  fend    members  ?   Did  Leeds  or  Birming- 
ham defire  it  ?  Would  the   fending  members  be  of 
any  advantage  to  (hofe  towns  ?    Did  any  Gentle- 
man imagine,  that  a  petition    from  Manchefter,  pr 
Halifax,  or  Leeds,  or  Birmingham,  vv'oald  be  lefs 

aucn  Jcd 
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attended  to  in  that  Houfe,  than  a  petition  from 
Helftone,  which  did  fend  members,  or  from  Old 
Sarum — though  indeed  Old  Sarum  could  not  now 
petition  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  becaufe  Old  Sa- 
rum was  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Eut  experience 
proved  that  petitions  from  Mancheiler,  from.  Ha- 
lifax, from  Leeds,  and  from  Birmingham,  always 
received  as  much  attention  as  petitions  from  bo- 
roughs that  were  reprelented,  and  undoubtedly  the 
fame  attention  petitions  from  Manchcfter,  Hali- 
fax, Leeds,  and  Birmingham,  always  would  re- 
ceive, whether  thofe  towns  were  reprefented  or  not. 
What  proof  had  the  Licufe,  that  a  reform  in  Par- 
liament, as  it  was  called,  would  afford  fatisfafition 
to  the  people  ?  When  the  fubjecl  was  under  dif- 
cuflion  forae  few  years  iince,  he  recolkdled  an  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  defired  that  the  petition  from 
Birmingham  might  be  read,  but  there  was  no  fuch 
petition  on  the  table.  In  like  manner,  he  might 
now  defne  the  clerk  to  read  the  petitions  from 
Manchefler,  Halifax,  and  Leeds.  What  authen- 
tic information  then  had  that  Houfe  that  the  people 
wiflied  for  any  alteration  ?  He  knew  of  none  •,  and 
even  if  ihey  had  exprefsly  petitioned  for  ini  alte- 
ration, and  that  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  make  it  clear 
that  it  was  their  decided  opinion,  he  fhould  have 
maintained,  that  no  alteration  ought  to  have  been 
made,  becaufe  he  held  it  to  be  indubitabje,  that 
when  the  people  wilbed  for  an  improper  thing,  it 
was  the  the  duty    cf   that  Houfe,  from  a  fenfe  of 

what 
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what  it  owed  to  its  own   honour,  and  to  the  gene- 
ral welfare  of  the    country,    to    refufe  complying 
with  improper  vvifhes,  and  improper  requifitions. 
And  here  he  would   not  fcruple   to  fay,  that  thofe 
gentlemen   who  held,  that  the  inftru6lions  of  con- 
flituents  ought,  on   all   occafions,  to  be  complied 
with,  did  not  know  the    conftitulion  of  their  coun- 
try.    To  furrender  their  own  judgments ;  to  aban- 
don their  own  opinions,  and  to  a6l  as  their  confti- 
luents  thought  proper  to  in{lru6l   them,  right  or 
wrong,   was  to  aft  unconflitutionally.     Let  them 
recolledl  who  c;nd  what  they  were.     They  were  not 
fent  there,  like  the  States  General,  to  reprefent  a  par- 
ticular province  or  diilritl,  and  to  take  care  of  the 
particular  interefts  of  that  particular  province ;  they 
were  Tent  there   as    truftees.    to   acl  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  whole   kingdom.     He   was 
not    fpeaking  as   the    amhaffador    from  Banbury, 
come  to  meet   the  deputy  from  Old  Sarum,  or  the 
plenipotentiary    from    Helllone.        The   moment 
a  gentleman    took  his    feat  for    Banbury,  or  for 
Old  Sarum,   or  for  Helflone,   he  was  to  coniidcr 
hirafelf  as  a  reprefentative  of   all  England,  and  as 
bound  to  take  as  much  care  of  the  interefts  of  one 
part  of  the  empire  as  another.    The  idea,  therefore, 
of  complying  in  all  cafes   with  the  inllru6lions  of 
conflituents  v/as  an  idea  diredly  repugnant  to  the 
Conftitution  of  Parliament,    and  to  the  functions 
and  duties  of  its  members.     The  Honourable  Ba- 
ronet who  fpoke   a  flioit  time  lince  took  notice  of 
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phyficians  and  medical  advice.  Before  a  phyfj- 
cian's  aid  was  called  in,  it  was  neceflaiy  that  the 
patient  fliould  apparently  want  fuch  aid.  That 
this  was  fhe  cafe  in  re2;ard  to  Parliament  remained 
to  be  proved.  No  fuch  proof  had  yet  been  given- 
But  it  was  faid  there  were  fuch  things  as  burgage 
tenures,  that  this  Lord  fent  in  members  for  one 
borough,  and  that  Lord  for  another.  It  was 
very  true ;  but  in  all  human  inftitutions  there 
would  ncceffarily  and  unavoidably  be  fome  ble- 
miOies.  For  his  part,  he  regarded  all  fuch  mat- 
ters as  trifles  only,  as  things  fcarcely  feen  or  feir, 
as  mere  warts  upon  the  ConOitution,  which  did  it 
no  harm,  nor  occafioned  any  inconvenience.  Was 
then  the  Conititution  to  be  endangered,  in  order 
to  get  ofi'  thefe  little  excrefcences  ?  But  the  worthy 
Alderman  had  faid,  it  was  not  innovation,  but  re- 
novation, and  recurring  to  firfl  principle?,  that  he 
propofed.  Good  God  I  did  gentlemen  con- 
fjder  what  they  laid  wlien  ihey  talked  of  renova- 
tion, and  coupled  with  it  the  idea  of  a  more  pure 
reprefentation  in  Parliament,  with  a  \'iew  to  give 
the  people  a  larger  fliare  of  power  ?  The  peo])Ie 
had  njcre  legifiative  power  now  than  ever  they 
had.  The  argument  held  by  thole  who  were  the 
inoil  zealous  advocates  for  what  was  called  a  reform, 
was,  that  they  wanted  to  check  the  influence  of  the 
V  Crown  and  the  influence  of  the   ariflocracy,  and 

to   give  more  influence  to   the  democracy.     And 
yet  ihcfe  voy  gentlemen  talked   of  renovating  the 

Conftitution, 


A.  1784.]  DEBATES.  33 

Conftitution,  and  recurring  to  firfl:  principles.  Let 
them  recoileft  what  the  antient  Conftitution  was, 
and  what  the  modern  Conftitution  is  at  this  mo- 
ment. In  ancient  times  the  people  had  no  (hare 
at  all  in  the  Legiftature,  it  lay  wholly  with  the 
King  and  his  Barons.  Before  the  Revolution, 
therefore,  there  was  infinitely  lefs  freedom  than 
there  is  now ;  and  were  gentlemen,  who  made 
their  defire  to  obtain  more  freedom  for  the  peo- 
ple the  plea  for  their  zeal,  anxious  to  renovate  the 
Conftitution,  and  to  take  the  new  fabric  of  it  to 
pieces,  in  order  to  build  it  up  after  the  old  fafhion  ? 
Let  them  but  vefleft  a  moment  on  the  abfurdity 
of  this  conduft,  and  they  would  then  fee,  it  was 
innovation,  and  not  renovation,  that  was  intended. 
They  could  not  declare  themfelves  determined  foes 
to  the  influence  of  the  Crown  and  to  the  influence 
of  the  Ariftocracy,  and  at  the  fame  lime  mean  to 
go  b.ack  to  periods,  when  the  Crown  and  the 
Ariftocracy  had  ten  times  more  influence  in  that: 
Houfe  than  either  had  now.  His  LordQiip  traced 
the  Conftitution  from  the  earlieft  periods  to 
the  prefent  day,  and  fhewed  that  the  Conftitution 
of  Germany,  the  Conftitution  of  Portugal,  of 
France,  and  of  Spain,  all  had  their  origin  in  the 
fame  fource  from  which  the  Britifh  government 
fprung ;  but  that  the  genius  of  the  country,  and 
an  infinite  variety  of  accidents  and  events,  had 
made  it  what  it  now  was.  He  took  notice  of  the 
various  projc6ts  that  had  been  fuggefted  by  diiTe- 
Vol.  II,  D  rent 
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rent  fpeculators  for  a  reform  of  Parliament,  and 
ftated  feme  of  them  to  be  pregnant  with  infinite 
inconvenience,  and  others  to  be  utterly  impra6li- 
eable.  He  particularly  entered  into  a  difcufnon 
of  the  fcheme  of  adding  one  hundred  knights  of 
the  fliire,  and  alfo  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  idea, 
that  every  individual  perfon  fliould  have  a  vote. 
He  took  notice  of  (he  flatute  of  Henry  VII. 
which  confines  the  eiedors  for  members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament  to  freeholders  poflTefled  of  freeholds  of 
forty  {hillings  a  year  rent.  He  reminded  the  Houfe 
of  the  different  value  of  money  at  that  day  and  at 
prefcnt ;  and  contended,  that  if  elections  were  bad 
things  for  the  country  now,  they  would  be  ten 
times  worfe  if  the  number  of  voters  were  encreafed. 
After  having  urged  that  the  people  did  not  wifli 
for  a  reform,  that  any  alterations  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  Confliiution,  that  to  renovate  the 
Conflitution,  as  it  is  called,  would  be  to  leffen  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  Democracy,  and  to  in- 
creafe  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Crown  and 
the  Ariftocracy,  and  that  all  the  purpofes  of  perfect 
freedom  to  the  people  and  a  ftrong  and  efficacious 
Government  might  be  anfwered  under  the 
prefent  Conflitution,  his  LordHiip  took  notice  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  having  faid,  that  if  the  Plonourable  Al- 
derman did  not  make  his  motion  that  day,  he  would 
make  a  motion  upon  the  fame  fubjeft  early  in  the 
next  fefTion.  Since  the  Honourable  Alderman  had 
made  his  motion,   he  faid,  the  Right  Honourable. 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman  was  abfolved  from  his  promife,  becaufe 
the  condition  of  it  had  been  violated  ;  he  begged 
leave  to  alTure  him,  therefore,  that  he  did  not  ftand 
pledged  to  make  any  motion  of  the  kind,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  not.  Having  urged  this,  he  at 
length  took  notice  of  Sir  Richard's  Hill's  attack  up- 
on him,  and  faid,  he  prefumed,  when  the  Honour- 
able Baronet  talked  of  a  galloping  confumption, 
he  did  not  mean  to  allude  to  his  perfon,  becaufe, 
undoubtedly,  that  afforded  no  fymptoms  of  any 
fuch  difeafe.  After  playing  a  little  with  this  idea, 
he  faid,  the  Honourable  Baronet,  and  many  of  thofe 
conneded  with  Adminiftration,  were  perpetually 
holding  out  to  him  the  idea  that  he  had  been  the 
caufe  of  all  the  calamities  of  the  country  by  pro- 
moting the  American  war.  Sir,  fays  he,  I  deny 
that  to  be  true ;  I  found  the  American  war  when 
I  came  into  Adminiftration  ;  I  did  not  create  it,  it 
was  the  war  of  the  country,  and  approved  of  by  the 
people  at  large.  Sir,  had  Parliament  been  reform- 
ed, they  would  not  have  exprefled  more  clearly 
than  the  unreformed  Parliament  did,  the  opinion 
of  their  conftituents  on  that  fubjecl:.  But,  Sir,  I 
defire  once  for  all,  that  gentlemen  will  defift  from 
thofe  unfounded  affertions,  that  I  was  the  author 
of  thofe  calamities.  If  they  are  of  that  opinion, 
let  them  come  forward  with  a  charge  ;  I  am  ready 
to  meet  it ;  I  call  for  it ;  nay,  Sir,  I  demand 
it  as  a  right.  Sir,  there  can  be  no  reafon  for 
withholding  it  now.  If  I  was  pr:te6ied  before,  I 
D  2  am 
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am  not  protecled  now.  Sir,  the  Minifter  has  every 
thing  that  can  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  profecu- 
tion  acrainfl  me  :  he  has  a  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
accufe,  he  has  a  Koufe  of  Lords  to  judge  ;  he  is 
mafter  of  all  the  written  evidence  againft  me. 
And,  as  to  parole  teftimony,  thofe  who  were  my 
friends,,  thofe  who  were  in  my  fecrets,  thofc  whom 
J  received  into  my  utmofl  confidence,  from  whom 
I  concealed  nothing,  are  now  the  friends  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  Sir  ;  and  I  dare  fay 
,iheir  love  of  juftice  and  regard  for  the  public  will 
make  them  fit  and  ufeful  witneffes  upon  fuch  an 
occafion.  Yet,  Sir,  with  all  thefe  advantages  on 
the  part  of  the  Minifter,  of  accufer,  judge,  written 
and  parole  teftimony,  I  do  not  flirink  from,  but; 
court  the  enquiry :  but  this  I  mufl;  infift  upon,  that 
if  the  matter  is  not  enquired  into,  it  (hall  not  be 
argued  upon  as  if  proved.  His  Lordfhip  after 
this  recurred  to  the  topics  touched  upon  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  his  fpeech,  and  having  again  declared 
his  exprefs  objections  to  any  alteration  in  the  Con- 
flitution  of  Parliament,  he  faid,  that  holding  fuch 
fentiments,  he  could  not  confiflcntly  move  for  a 
previous  queflion,  tho'  he  might  confiftenlly  vote 
for  a  previous  queflion,  if  any  other  gentleman  chofe 
to  move  it ;  if  that  was  not  done,  he  fhould  content 
himfelf  with  giving  the  motion  his  negative, 
ward  Sir  Edward  AJliey  declared  he  was  not  in  the  Iia- 
bit  of  complimenting  the  ncble  Lord,  but  he  mufl 
fay,  he  had  never  heard  him  make  a  more  able 
fpeech  in  his  life.     Sir  Edward,    after  this,  faid, 

that 
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that  the  noble  Lord  had  once  dared  him  to  inllitute 
an  enquiry  into  his  condu£l.  Although  he  had  not 
chofen  to  undertake  the  office,  he  would  Ilill  con- 
tinue to  impute  to  him  all  the  calamities  brought  on 
this  country  by  the  American  v/ar.  Sir  Edward 
profefifed  himfelf  a  friend  to  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  fpoke  to  the  following  effeQ :  A  ^^''-  ^'^^- 
Noble  Lord,  formerly  the  Miniller  of  this  king- 
dom, has  endeavoured  to  convince  the  Right  Hon 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  he  is  bound  no 
longer,  by  his  engagements  to  the  public,  to  fup- 
port  a  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  which,  therefore, 
the  Noble  Lord  advifes  him  to  relinquifh.- — Sir,  the 
friends  of  the  Ricrht  Hon.   Chancellor  are   under 

o 

no  apprehenfion  that  he  will  take  his  Lordfhip'^ 
advice,  not  only  from  their  being  convinced  that 
his  LordQiip  is  the  laft  man  in  the  kingdom  whofe 
advice  he  would  chufe  lo  take,  or  whofe  example 
he  would  wiQi  to  follow,  but  from  the  ftill  Itronger 
reafon  of  their  being  perfe6lly  affured  that  no  con- 
fideration  under  Heaven  would  induce  him  to 
abandon  an  objcfl,  which  he  believes  elTential  to 
the  happincfs  of  his  country.  The  arguments  of 
thofe  who,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  have  en- 
deavoured to  combat  the  propriety  of  this  motion, 
feem  to  be  reducible  to  three  fpecific  objedions  :  • 
the  firfl;  is,  that  the  people  do  no:  widi  for  a  ivc- 
form  in  Parliament.  The  fecond  is,  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  willies  of  the  people,  a  Reform 
D  3  ia 
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in  Parliament  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
interefts  of  the  public.  The  laft  is,  that,  abflrad- 
edly  from  all  other  confiderations,  this  particular 
mode  of  efFe6ling  a  Reform  in  Parliament  is  dan- 
gerous, and  the  time  highly  inexpedient. 

To  each  of  thefe  obje6lions  it  is  eafy  to  reply ; 
my  arguments  will  be  fhort  and  few. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  is  faid  the  people  do  not 
wilh  for  a  Reform.  In  anfvver  to  this  allertion,  I 
can  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  language  of  the 
moft  popular  candidates  in  all  the  popular  elec- 
tions ;  for  if  we  may  judge  of  the  wilhes  of  the 
people  by  the  arguments  which  thofe,  who  are  can- 
didates for  their  favour,  make  ufe  of  to  conciliate 
their  efleem,  we  malt  be  convinced  that  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform  is,  of  all  objeds,  that  which 
the  people  have  mofl;  at  heart. 

The  Noble  Lord  has  faid,  that  he  believes  no 
Houfe  of  Commons  more  popular  than  the  pre- 
fent  has  ever  exifted  in  the  kingdom — None  (forfo 
he  muft  mean)  that  ever  enjoyed,  in  a  more  ample 
degree,  the  good  opinion  and  confidence  of  the 
people.  I  perfedly  agree  with  him  in  this  belief, 
and  therefore  I  am  confident  that  a  Reform  in  Par- 
liament, which  was  always  the  public  -wijh^  is  now, 
perhaps,  for  the  firft  time,  the  public  expeUation  too. 
For  the  people  are  perfuadcd,  that  whatever  were 
the  fentimenis  of  the  late  Parliament,  you  will  not 
blame  their  endeavours  to  procure,  not  that  ideal 
and  abfurd  equality  which  the  Noble  Lord  ridicules 

and 
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and  condemns,  but  that  enlargement  of  their  po- 
litical freedom  which  is  effential  to  the  fecurity  of 
their  civil  rights.  They  vvifli  to  place  as  many 
guards  as  poffible  around  thofe  high  privileges, 
which  they  alone,  of  all  the  principal  nations  of 
Europe,  continue  to  enjoy,  but  which  they  well 
know  muft  ceafe  with  them  alfo,  whenever  they 
Ihail  ceafe  to  be  theconilant  obje6lsof  their  care. 

They  are  conSdent,  therefore,  that  you  will  not 
blame  their  zeal,  if,  following  the  example  of 
their  anceflors,  they  endeavour  to  preferve  their 
conflitution,  by  arrelling  the  progrefs  of  abufe,  and 
by  endeavouring  to  obtain  fuch  new  regulations,  as 
the  common  fenfe,  and  the  common  feelings  of 
mankind  recommend.  To  that  common  fenfe,  and 
to  thofe  feelings  they  appeal,  from  the  alTertions 
of  the  Noble  Lord,  when  he  declares,  that  for  a 
Reform  in  Parhament  there  is  no  plea,  either  of 
neceflity  or  ufe  ;  for  they  affc,  *'  Is  it  not  unwife 
"  to  give  to  an  agent  fuch  a  continuance  of  power, 
*'  as  mull  render  him  independent  of  his  eniiployers, 
"  and  encourage  him  to  ufe,  for  his  own  be- 
"  nefit,  that  authority  that  was  given  him  for 
*'  theirs  ?  In  private  life,  this  would  be  confider- 
"  ed  as  the  excefs  of  folly  ;  in  public  life,  it  is  im- 
"  pofiTible  it  fhould  be  wifdom." 

The  people  (fays  the  Noble  Lord)  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  wifh  for  a  Reform.  They  think  they  have 
the  mod  forcible  of  all  reafons,  a  ceitainty  found- 
ed on  their  own  experience,    that  no   delegated 
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power  will  long  be  faithfully  exercifed,  unlefs  it 
frequently  return  to  thofe  by  whom  it  was  be- 
flovved. 

Are  they  aflced  for  proofs  of  this  affertion,  their 
anfwer  is,  *' iz  national  debt  of  250  millions-" — a 
debt,  which  no  credulity  can  believe  the  people 
themfelves  would  have  contraSied  ;  which  no  cre- 
,  dulity  can  believe  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple would  have  contra6led,  if  they  had  had  no  in- 
terefl  but  that  of  the  people  ;  a  debt,  of  which  we 
know  that  much  has  been  contrafted  in  a  way  that 
profligacy  itfelf  will  not  dare  to  juflify  ;  for  in  one 
lingle  year,  (to  fay  nothing  of  other  years)  to 
charge  twenty- one  millions  of  money  to  the  national 
account,  when  only  twelve  millions  were  borrowed, 
is  a  tranfa61ion  which  no  man    livincr  will  have  the 

o 

hardihood,  in  the  face  of  his  country,  to  defend. 

The  Noble  Lord  talks  of  a  Reform  in  Parhament 
as  of  entire  ruin  to  the  Conftitution.  The  people 
will  tell  him  that  they  have  not  forgotten,,  though  it 
feems  he  has,  that  within  the  memory  of  perfons 
now  living,  the  Parliaments  of  this  country  were 
triennial  ;  they  will  ttil  him,  that  to  this  hour  they 
muft  have  continued  triennial,  if  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  the  Conflitution  had  not  been  abandoned* 
and  its  mod  facred  rules  grofsly  and  indecently  vio- 
lated •,  for  if  there  is  any  one  maxim  of  the  Con- 
flitution, which,  more  than  another,  challenges 
particular  regard ;  if  there  is  any  one  to  which  a 
peculiar  fanctity  belongs,  it  is   the  maxim  that  the 
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l-Ioufe  of  Commons  (hall  te  appointed  by  the 
people:  whereas  that  Houfe  of  Commons  that 
repealed  the  Triennial  Aft,  was,  as  to  the  laft  four 
years  of  its  exiflence,  felf-appointed.  The  people 
empowered  them  to  make  laws,  they  did  not  em- 
power them  to  make  kgijlalors. 

To  lellore  to  the  people  a  benefit,  of  which 
they  were  fo  unconfiitutionally,  To  unjuQly,  fa 
tyrannically  deprived,  is  an  objeft  which  every 
friend  to  the  people  muft  have  mofl:  fmcerely  at 
heart. 

I  know  I  (hall  be  told,  tliat  if  Triennial  Parlia- 
ments Ihould  be  reftored,  the  expence,  by  being 
doubly  frequent,  would  become  an  intolerable  evil. 
My  anfwer  is,  that  if  the  evil  fliould  be  intolerable, 
it  mud  be  of  fliort  continuance  ;  its  magnitude  will 
enforce  corre6lion ;  and  indeed  there  is  much  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  till  the  frequency  of  eledions 
fhall  have  made  the  expence  intolerable,  no  elFec- 
tuai  law  for  reftraining  that  expence  ever  will  be 
palled. 

The  Noble  Lord  hasd.efcribed  the  defe£ls  in  our 
prefent  Conftitution  as  blemifhes  of  no  account,  as 
fpots  which  the  fliarpefl;  eye  finds  it  difficult  to 
trace.  .  On  behalf  of  the  people,  permit  me  to  tell 
his  LordQiip  what  they  think  of  thefs  (hadowy 
defeds,  thefe  blemifhes  of  diiTicuh  difcernment. 
Is  it  not,  they  fay,  contrary  to  all  reafon  that  lefs 
than  feven  thoufand  eleftors  fhould  return  a  ma- 
jorify  of  the  reprefentatives  of  feven  millions  of 

people  ? 
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people  ?  Is  it  not  unjufl  in  the  highefl;  degree,  that 
twelve  eledors  fhould  return  twelve  members  of 
-  Parliament,  when  the  whole  City  of  London  re- 
turns but  four  ?  Is  it  not  the  excefs  of  folly  that 
places  without  inhabitants,  and  without  houfes, 
lliould  have  reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  when 
Manchefter,  and  Leeds,  and  Birmingham  have 
notie  ?  —Sir,  the  people  know  not  in  what  fenfe  of 
the  word,  the  late  Lioufe  of  Commons  could  be 
called  their  reprefentatives,  "  when  their  lan- 
"  g'^^'^D^  (^^y  tliey)  was  contrary  to  our  fentiments, 
''  and  their  condu6l  abhorrent  to  our  wiQies." 

The  Noble  Lord  tells  us,  that  the  late  Houfe 
of  Commons  was  not  charged  with  being  too 
much  fubje6led  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown, — 
they  were  not,  he  fays,  diflblved  for  this  crime. — 
Sir,  the  late  Houfe  of  Commons  were  accufed  of 
not  Ipeaking  the  fenfe  of  their  conftituents, — this 
was  the  offence  for  which  they  were  dilfolved.— 
From  the  dangerous  deOgns  of  that  Iloufe  of 
Commons,  the  interference  of  the  Crown  has  for- 
tunately faved  us ;  but  let  us  not  therefore  think 
that  the  ConClitution  is  fecure :  for  what  if  the 
Crown,  at  fome  future  period,  (hould  join  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  againll  the  people — What  if 
the  illegal  cecrees  of  the  Houfeof  Commons  (hould 
be  fupported  by  the  army  ;  thofe  peace  officers, 
as  they  have  been  called,  with  bayonets  in  dieir 
hands — Where  then  will  be  found  the  boalled 
fccurity    of    the    Britifh    Conftitution  ? — "Where 

then 
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then  will  be  the  difference  between   the  freedom 
of  England  and  the  flavery  of  France  ? 

The  Noble  Lord  feems  to  be  impreffcd  with 
melancholy  apprehenfions  of  the  dangers  that  may 
follow  the  appointment  of  fuch  a  Committee,  as 
the  motion  before  you  defcribes.  For  my  own 
part,  I  cannot  think  To  irreverently  of  the  Houfe, 
as  to  believe  that  the  number  it  contains  of  wife 
and  moderate  men  is  fo  fmall,  as  not  to  furnifh  the 
very  few  that  are  requifite  to  compofe  a  Seie6l 
Committee.  I  am  confident,  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  Houfe  confiftsof  men  whofe  zeal  is 
tempered  with  prudence,  whofe  ardour  is  guided 
by  knowledge,  and  Vv'ho  think,  that  were  they 
named  to  fuch  a  Committee,  their  bufinefs  would 
be  not  to  invent  fyflcins  of  ideal,  unattainable 
good,  but  to  point  out  to  the  Houfe  the  defeats  ia 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  reptefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  fuggefl  fuch  remedies  to  thofe  defects, 
^s  are  befl  fuited  to  the  laws,  and  moft  confonant 
to  the  genius  of  the  Conflitution. 

Some  of  thofe  Gentlemen  who  preceded  the 
Noble  Lord  in  the  debate,  have  objected  to  the 
motion,  from  an  idea  that  the  prefent  is  not  the 
feafon  for  deciding  on  bufmels  of  fuch  infinite 
importance. 

Sir,  I  am  convinced,  and  I  fpeak  it  with  much 
concern,  that  a  reform  in  Parliament  is  a  matter  of 
immediate  necellity;  for  when  the  executive  oower 
pf  our  Hall- India  dominions  fliall  be  placed  in  the 

Crown, 
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Crown,  and  no  where  elfe  can  it  be  conflitution- 
ally  placed,  who  does  not  forefee,  that  without 
a  reform  in  Parliament,  an  overwhelming  in- 
fluence will  bear  down  the  ftrongeft  barriers  of  the 
Conftitution  ?  The  noble  Lord  will  advife  us  to 
veil  the  government  of  our  India  poflTeffions  in 
Commiffioners  appointed  by  Parliament,  and  to 
give  executive  po'v^er  to  the  delegates  of  the  peo- 
ple. But  God  forbid  that  his  advice  fhould  be 
followed,  for  that  would  be  to  defiroy  the  very 
foundations  of  our  government,  and  to  break  up 
the  very  ground  on  which  the  Conllitution  ftands  ! 
— On  the  other  hand,  it  equally  concerns  us  to 
beware  of  increafing  the  power  of  the  Crown, 
without  ftrengthening  at  the  fame  time  the  fences 
of  the  people's  freedom. 

To  avoid  the  evils  of  this  unhappy  dilemma, 
that  of  an  immediate  furrender  of  our  Conllitu- 
tion on  the  one  hand,  or  on  the  other  that  ofde- 
ftroying  the  balance  of  its  powers,  which  mufl: 
ultimately  terminate  in  its  ruin,  no  other  way  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  our  choice,  but  that  of  (bortening  the 
duration  of  Parliaments,  and  guarding  againft 
an  increafc  in  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  byre- 
forming  the  reprefentation  of  the  people. 
Vz.Mai-  'M.w  Martin  fc\id,  that  as  a  fincere  and  zealous 
friend  to  a  thorough  reform  in  the  leprcTentatioa 
of  the  Commons  of  this  realm,  he  could  not  re- 
fufe  his  aiTent  to  the  motion  propofed  by  the  wor- 
thy Alderman — that  he  thought  a    Commiireeof 
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the  Houfe,  compofed   of   intelligent   and  refpeSl- 
able  charafters,  might  do    much  to    facilitate  and 
promote  fo  defirable  an  objeft.     He  trufted,  that 
on  this  occafion,  the    Right    Honourable   Gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  adminiftration,  and  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  on   the  other  fide,  would 
both  afford  their   hearty    affiftance.    He    declared 
that  he  had  not  the    leaft  doubt  of  the  fincerity  of 
either  of  thofe    Right   Honourable    Gentlemen  in 
their  profeffions  on   this  fubjefl,  but  that  he  did 
not  think   either  of  their  plans,  if  he  had  rightly 
underftood  them,  fufficiently  extenlive.     He  would 
advife  the  worthy  Alderman,  as  he  really  believed 
him  to  wifti  fuccefs  to    the   caufe,   to  encourage  a 
general  afTociation  of  tliofe  who  were   now  unre- 
prefented  in  this  country  ;   that    they  fbould  efta- 
blifh    a   general  correfpondence,    and   claim  their 
right  in  a  peaceable  and    conQitutional,  but  a  firm 
and  determined  manner.     He  believed  that  every 
man  in  the  country,  who  gave  any  attention  to  the 
fubjeft,  mufl  be  more  and  more  convinced  of  the 
baneful  effe6ls  of  the  prefent  fydem  of  cle61ioneer- 
ing;   he  faid  that  it  was  his   idea  that  we  had  been 
growing  worfe  and  worfe  ever  fince  the  conftitu- 
ticnal  praftice  of  paying   the  reprefentative  in  that 
Houfe  had  ceafed  ;   that  inftead  of  being  paid  by 
their  rightful  mafters,  they  had  got  into  the  dirty 
cultom  of  taking  vails,  which  amounted  to  a  good 
deal  more  than    lawful  wyaes.     He   faid  that   he 
lincerely  believed  that  reprefentation  would  never 

be 
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be  what  it  ought  to  be,  fo  long  as  men  continued 
fo  eager  for  feats  in  the  Houfe,  and  that  fuch  eager- 
nefs  wasprodudive  of  more  evil  to  the  morals  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  country  in  general,    in  va- 
rious   ways,   than    could    eafily  be    conceived   by 
thofe  who  had  not  obferved  it  with  attention.      Fie 
was  perfuaded,  that  if  Gendemen  would  but  refled: 
coolly  and  frequently  on  this  fubjeft,  they  muft  be 
deeply  affe61cd  by  the  extent  of  the  evil.    He  con- 
ceived that   the  great  oppofition  made  to  this  re- 
form,   arofe  chiefly   from    groundlefs     apprehen- 
fions;  that  gentlemen  of  weight   and    confequence 
in    the    country    were    apt  to    imagine   that  fuch 
weight  and  confequence   would  ceafe,  or    at  leafl: 
be    much   diminiflied,   if  it  were    to  take  place  ; 
but  that  he,  on  the   contrary,    did   verily  believe, 
that  thofe  who  fliould  prove  themfelves  wonhy  of 
public  confidence,  would,  in    cafe  of  an  effedual 
reform,  obtain  their    feats,  and  hold    them    with 
much  lefs  difficulty  than  they  did  atprefent.      Mr. 
Martin  faid,  that  if  the  queftion  on  the  table  fhould 
be  carried,  that    he  fl:iould    exceedingly  rejoice,  as 
he  thought  it  would  be  the  means  of  having   the 
bufinefs    deeply   and    thoroughly    inveftigated  by 
men  of  character  and  abilities.     He  was  very  cer. 
tain,  that  the  m.ore   the  fubjeft  was  examined,  the 
more  clearly  it    would  appear,    that    by  much  the 
greater  part  of  our  public  and  private  diflrefs,  had 
;3rifen    fiom    the   evil  of  ele-^ioneering   influence 
and  corruption  :  but  that  he  heartily  wiflied   that 
fuch  a  Committee  fliould  be  appointed  as  an  af- 

fiftancc 


A.iy^.]  DEBATES.  47 

fiilance  to  the  public  in  enquiring  into  this  inte- 
refting  matter.  He  mud  fay,  with  great  defe- 
rence to  the  Houfe,  that  he  did  conceive  that  the 
regulation  of  reprefentation  ought  to  be  in  the 
people  at  large,  and  that  the  Houfe  had  no  right 
whatever,  according  to  the  principles  of  our  Con- 
ftitution,  to  didate  as  to  the  manner  of  eledion,  or 
the  duration  of  their  delegation — that  the  repre- 
fentatives  having  too  long  aflumed  that  power, 
they  feemed  to  have  forgotten  the  relation  they 
bore  to  the  people,  of  whom  they  were  the  crea- 
tures, and  by  whom  they  ought  to  be  chofcn  in 
luch  a  manner,  and  for  fuch  fpace  of  time,  as  the 
people  might  think  belt.  Mr.  Martin  obferved, 
that  the  Noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  had,  he 
thought,  according  to  cuftom,  treated  this  matter 
with  a  levity  highly  unbecoming  the  ferioufnefs  of 
the  iiibjeft.  He  did  not  wonder  that  the  Noble 
Lord  Qiould  perfill  in  a  (leady  oppofition  to  any 
parliamentary  reform  whatever.  He  well  knew, 
that  according  to  the  prefent  fyftem  of  reprefen- 
tation, it  was  in  the  power  of  any  man,  however 
juflly  unpopular,  to  force  himfelf  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  means  of  a  burgage  tenure,  or 
other  dependent  borough.  Very  (Irong  inftances 
might  be  brought  in  proof  of  this,  that  if  he 
fnould  mention  one  or  two,  he  could  aiilire  the 
Houfe  it  was  not  for  the  fake  of  faying  any  thing 
perfonally  unpleafant  to  any  man,  but  merely  to 
evince  the  truth  of  the  obfervation  he  had  made  : 

thut 
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that  at  the  very  hfl  eleftion  at  a  certain  borough 
in  Oxfordfhire,  not  remarkable  for  the  largfe  num- 
ber  of  its  eleftors,  though  there  was  Only  one  can- 
didate, he  was  fo  extremely  obnoxious  to  thecene- 
rality  of  the  people,  that  he  was  not  very  defirous 
of  the  honour  of  being  chaired,  but  wifhed  to  re- 
treat as  quietly  as  poUible,  immediately  after  that 
ceremony  ;  and  that  it  was  perfe£lly  clear,  that 
had  the  ele6lion  depended  on  the  inhabitants  at 
large,  that  the  perfon  who  now  reprefentcd  that 
borough,  v;ould  have  had  but  a  very  fmall  propor- 
tion of  votes  in  his  favour.  Mr.  Martin  faid,  he 
would  mention  one  inftance  more,  and  he  meant 
that  of  Kirkwall,  where,  though  the  public  cha- 
racter of  the  Right  Honourable  Reprefentative 
might  poiTibly  have  reached,  it  could  not  be  fup™ 
pofcd  that  he  was  fufficiently  conne6led  there  to 
have  been  their  reprefentative,  if  he  had  been  to 
be  chofen  by  any  very  confiderable  number  of  the 
inhabitants  :  that  he  thought,  however  proper  ths 
choice  miffht  have  been  in  both  thofe  inftances. 
that  the  body  of  the  people  could  have  very  littk 
to  do  in  it.  IVIr.  xMartin  concluded  by  faving,  that 
be  fliould  certainly  give  his  vote  for  the  queRion, 
on  the  principles  and  for  the  reafons  which  he  had 
endeavoured,  though  he  feared  very  imperfe6lly, 
to  flate  to  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  V7.  -j'}^^  Chanieilor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rofe,  and, 

in  a  very  animated  fpeech,  combated  with  great 
dexterity,  the  feveral  arguments  ufcd  by 'the  Noble 
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Lord  in  the  blue  ribband.  He  began  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  the 
queflion  at  prefent  before  the  Houfe,  he  was  hap- 
py in  embracing  an  opportunity  of  delivering  his 
fentiments.  It  was,  he  confeffed,  a  grand  confti- 
tutional  queflion,  and  fuch  as  called  for  the  manly 
and  unbiaffed  opinion  of  every  real  friend  to  his 
country  ;  but  although  he  was  fully  fatisfied  of  the 
importance  of  the  objeft,  and  was  refolved  to  give 
it  all  the  afliftance  and  fupport  in  his  power,  yet 
he  plainly  forefaw,  that  many  refpeftable  charac- 
ters, and  many  whofe  honefl  principles  gained  the 
juft  approbation  of  their  friends  and  acquaintance, 
would  widely  differ  from  him  on  this  topic.  It 
had,  he  was  informed,  been  rumoured  without 
doors,  that  he  was  now  an  enemy  to  a  Parliamen- 
tary Reform ;  but  he  begged  leave  to  affure  the 
Honourable  Houfe,  and  the  world  at  large,  that 
he  had  not  in  any  degree  changed  his  opinion  ; 
for  he  was  flill  fully  convinced,  that  a  Parliamen- 
tary Reform  was  highly  neceflary,  and  demanded 
the  aclive  and  patriotic  exertions  of  every  friend  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  It  was  a  meafure  which 
called  aloud  for  a  warm  fupport  from  thofe  men, 
who,  to  their  honour,  were  zealous  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  our  glorious  Conflitution.  So  far  had  he 
feeen  from  changing  his  fenliments  on  the  fubjeft, 
that  he  faid,  "  It  was  my  firm  intention  to  renew  this 
fuejlion  very  early  next  Sejfon  of  Parliavicnt."  He 
declared,  that  he  daily  faw  more  and  more  the  pro- 
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priety  and  neceffity  of  it ;  and  as  he  had  already 
"pledged  himfelf  to  the  pubhc,  to  profecute  the 
bufinefs  to  its  utmon;  extent,  he  aDTured  the  Houfe, 
that  he  would  never  deviate  from  his  refolutions. 
He  confidered  it  as  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  country, 
and  a  duty  he  owed  to  the  caufe  of  humanity,  to 
defend  the  hberties  of  a  free  people.  The  Britifli 
Conftitution  had  been  looked  upon  as  a  glorious 
fabric,  and  had  been  confidered  by  foreigners  as 
the  pride  and  envy  of  the  world.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly a  fabric  which  deferved  all  the  praife 
that  was  bellowed  upon  it ;  and  he  hoped  it  would 
defcend  untarnillied  to  pofterity  ;  but  allowing 
that  it  was  the  bulwark  of  liberty,  it  was  his  opi- 
nion, which  he  advanced  with  deference  to  the 
fentiments  of  many  refpe6lable  chara6lers,  that  the 
principles  of  the  Conflitution  might  be  meliorated. 
He  knew,  that  he  would  greatly  differ  from  the 
Noble  Lord  in  tliie  blue  ribband  on  that  topic ; 
but  he  was  refolved  to  fpeak  out  as  a  man,  con- 
fcious  that  he  was  difcharging  with  fidelity  the 
truft  repofed  in  him  by  God  and  his  country. 
The  Noble  Lord  had  exprelTed  his  alarm  at  an/ 
innovation   of  the  Conftitution ;    but  he  beff^ed 

'  OCT 

leave  to  differ  from  his  Lordfhip,  for  he  appre- 
hended, that,  if  there  was  a  certainty  of  applying 
a  remedy  to  the  difeafe  complained  of,  he  thought 
it  could  not  hurt  his  confcience,  to  exert  his  talents, 
ftich  as  they  were,  in  the  fame  laudable  caufe. 
The  Noble  Lord  affected  to  be  afraid  of  the  Con- 
ftitution; 
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ftitution  ;  but  he  wifhed  his  Lordiliip  would  re- 
fleft,  that  the  Conflitutloii  itfelf  was  not  meant  to 
be  changed,  but  only  the  principles  of  it,  which 
abfolutely  required  to  be  amended,  and  which  he 
would  ufe  his  endeavours  to  efFe6t.  He  was  hap- 
py to  think,  *'  that  the  noble  Lord  was  fo  ftrongly 
attached  to  the  Confiitation ;"  beca-ufe  furely  the 
people  need  not  be  afraid  of  lofing  their  privi- 
leges, while  his  Lordfhip  a6led  as  the  guardian  of 
their  rights.  He,  for  his  part,  declared,  which 
he  had  frequently  before  aOTerted,  that  he  had  no 
idea  of  chancrino;  the  Conftitution,  that  had  for 

DO  ' 

ages  flood  the  boaft  of  every  man  who  gloried  in 
freedom ;  —  it  was  only  the  principles  which  ha 
thought  might  be  amended ;  and  as  he  was  full^*" 
convinced,  within  his  own  breaft,  of  the  re6litude 
of  his  intentions,  he  would  exert  thofe  faculties 
which  God  had  given  him,  and  that  power  which 
his  country  had  entrufted  him  with,  to  effeft  the 
wifhed-for  objeft;  not  doubting  but  he  would 
have  the  cordial  fupport  of  every  fincere  well- 
Tvifher  to  the  caufe  of  liberty.  It  was  a  caufe  that 
he  would  at  any  time  take  a  pride  to  efpoufe  ;  and 
he  flattered  himfelf,  that  it  was  a  caufe  which  was 
confonant  to  the  difpofition  of  every  Englifhman. 
Liberty  had  been  the  glory  of  our  anceftors,  and 
for  that  dear  bleffing  they  had  lavilhed  away  their 
treafure,  and  poured  forth  their  blood.  And  why 
ftiould  their  children  deviate  from  their  glorious 
principles  ?  It  was  not  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the 
E  3  Conftitution 
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Conflltution  had  remained  the  fame  for  many 
years.  If  a  grievous  complaint  was  made,  and 
frequently  felt,  why  ought  it  not  to  be  removed  ? 
To  ^'^y  ^^^^  t^^  Conftitution,  becaufe  the  fame  as 
fifty  or  an  hundred  years  ago,  ought  not  to  be 
repaired,  if  there  were  found  any  rotten  branches 
in  it,  was  furely  the  moft  futile  and  abfurd 
of  all  arguments.  The  Noble  Lord  had  dwelt 
for  a  confiderable  time  on  the  influence  of  the 
Crowp,  as  if  he  wiflied  it  to  be  underftood,  that 
its  prefent  influence  ivas  arrived  to  a  very  dan- 
gerous height ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  declared,  that 
he  faw  no  danger  from  the  prefent  influence  of 
the  Crown.  He  wifhed  always  for  a  maintenance 
of  that  juft  equilibrium  of  power  which  alone 
conflituted  the  glory  of  our  envied  Conflltution  ; 
and  he  hoped  that  every  man  who  was  zealous  for 
the  caufe  of  freedom,  would  agree  with  him  in 
that  opinion.  "  He  was  aware,  (he  faid)  of  mix- 
ing this  queflion  with  a  difputation  concerning  the 
prefent  politics  of  the  day,  becaufe  he  apprehend- 
ed fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  would  inflame  the 
minds  of  men,  and  prove  inimical  to  the  caufe." 
He  wilhed  every  man  to  give  his  opinion  in  an 
unbiaffed  manner,  totally  divefted  of  party  pre- 
judice, as  he  confidered  any  queftion  which  had 
for  its  ultimate  obje6l  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  of 
the  utmofl;  importance  to  the  future  welfare  of  the 
country,  the  decifion  of  which  ought  to  be  entirely 
divefted  of  party  prejudice.     But  he  hoped  *' that 

we 
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we  would  not  a6l  with  timidity,  and  do  things  by 
halves  :      No;    let  us    pvobe  the  wound  to   the 
bottom,  and  remove  thofe  radical  defe6ls  which 
are  the  juft  caufes  of  complaint,"  by  which  means 
they  would  acquire  the  efteem  of  all  good  men,  and 
their  memory  be  revered    by  pofterity.     He    fa\v 
more  and  more   the  neceffity  of   a  reform  ;  for    if 
once   again    a  war  ihould   arife,    the  fenfe   of  the 
people  could  not  iuiely  be  accurately  obtained  by 
the  prefent  mode  of    reprefentation.     Complaints 
had  been  made,  that  the  American  war  was  not  the 
war  of  the  people;   but  how   could  that    be   juftly 
afcertained  ?     And   how  could  future  v/ars  be  re- 
gulated according  to   the  fenfe  of  the  people  ?    By 
a  more  equal  reprefentation.     Complaints  had  been 
made  of  the  deficiency  of  our  ConlHtution  in  many 
refpe£ls :     he  was  veiy  apprehenfive,   that    a  great 
part  of  thofe  complaints  might  be  attributed  to  a 
defect  in  our  Parliamentary  fyftem  ;    therefore   it 
ought  to  be  remedied,  as  he  believed  a  Pailifimen- 
tary  Reform   the    only  effedual    and    fubUantial 
remedy.     The  Noble  Lord  had  ufed  many  fubtle 
arguments  againfl:  a  reform,  but  he  confefled,  that 
he  was  at  liberty  to  fay  they  had  made  no  impref- 
fion  on  his  mind,  farther  than  that  they  were  cha- 
raderiftic  of  his  Lordfhip's  ufual  ingenuity.     But 
he  believed,  that  to  the  underftandings   of  many, 
his  Lordfhip's  reafoning,  on  that  particular  fubjecf, 
would  appear  as  argmnmtum  ad  homiiiem,  for  it  did 
not  cany  convittion  along  with  it.     The  principles 
E  3  of 
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of  the  Conflitution  ought  to  be  amended ;  for  in  the 
principles  of  the  Conflitution   lay  the  defeft,  and 
that  defeft  lay  in  the  unequal  reprefentation.     He 
wished   that  gentlemen  would  not  make  fo  many 
references  to  the  hiftory  of  pafl    times,  efpecially 
to  remote  and  barbarous  ages  •,  for  fuch  arguments, 
in  his  opinion,    were  of  very    little    importance  at 
this  particular  time.     If  gentlemen  were  often  dif- 
pofed  to  take  a  retrofpeft,  let  them  only  revert  to 
the  leading  and  fundamental  principles  of  our  go- 
vernment, and  not  wander,  without  method,  into 
the  wild  fields  of  fpeculation  ;  for   the  mad  reve- 
ries  of   a  theorift  would    not   anfwer   the    objeft 
fo  much  wiflied  for  by  every  one.     He  did  by  no 
means  think  that  there  fhould  be  any  diftinftion  be- 
tween the  rich  and  the  poor,  with  regard  to  free- 
dom— for   freedom  was   the   birth-right  of  every 
Britifh   fubjeft.     The  Noble  Lord  had  very  faga- 
cioufly  remarked,  that  in  this  ifland   we  enjoyed  a 
plenitude  of  liberty;  but  how   could  that  be  the 
cafe,  when  all  the  different  clafTes  of  mankind  who 
refided  in  this  ifland,  did  not  enjoy  the  fame  degree 
of  liberty ;  for  ihofe   of  large  properly  had   the 
power  of  reluming  to  Parliament  what  legiflators 
they  thought  proper.       He  wifhed  that  all   were 
linked  in  the  fame  bondage,  and  that  all  enjoyed 
the  fame  degree  of  freedom.  Why  fliould  we  ftem, 
as  it  were,  the  Ilream  of  liberty  ? — JtChouId  run  as 
pure  as  ever — and,  if  poffible,  the  channel  ought 
to  be  cleared,  and  all   rendered  confonant  to  our 
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fundamental  principles.  He  recommended  it  to 
jgfentlemen  not  to  recur  fo  often  to  the  remote  and 
dark  ages  of  antiquity  ;  for  the  prefent  were  the 
times  that  called  for  their  ferious  confideration. 
And  why  ihould  gentlemen  fo  often  refer  to  thofe 
remote  periods,  where  every  thing  is  hidden  under 
a  cloud  of  obfcurity,  and  where  fables  fo  often 
pervade  the  narration  of  fa6ts  ?  The  Noble  Lord 
had  dwelt  a  confiderablc  time,  and  with  great  inge- 
nuity, on  his  popular  topic — the  American  war,  as 
he  apprehended,  that  an  Honourable  Baronet  (Sir 
Richard  Hill)  had  attacked  him  rather  unmerci- 
fully ;  but  he  was  forry  to  obferve,  that  was  a  very 
unfortunate  fubjecft  for  his  Lorddiip's  difcuffion, 
as  he  had  often  attempted  it,  widi  little  fuccefs  or 
approbation.  With  regard  to  the  criminality  of 
his  Lordfhip,  he  believed,  that  his  Right  Honour- 
able Friend  (Mr.  Fox)  when  in  office,  could  cer- 
tainly be  well  acquainted  as  to  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  his  conduct  in  the  American  war,  becaufe 
there  were  many  papers  then  open  to  his  infpe£lion, 
which  would  illullrate  the  fubjeft.  But  he,  for 
his  part,  confelTed,  that  he  did  not  like  to  recur  to 
thofe  unhappy  times,  when,  by  the  pufillanimous 
conduft  of  certain  men,  we  had  loft  thirteen  colo- 
nies, and  impoveriftied  the  country.  Our  vital 
llamina,  at  that  time,  fuflPered  an  unparalleled  mil- 
fortune.  Thcle  were  times  that  would  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  Noble  Lord  to  the  lateft  pofte- 
rity.  It  well  became  him  then  to  talk  vauntingl/ 
£4  of 
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of  theConftitution,  when  he  and  his  alTociates  had 
been  inllrumental  in  dellroying  its  very  efifence. 
The  American  war — the  deieli6lion  of  thirteen 
colonies — the  derogation  of  our  chara6ler  and  con- 
fequence  among  neighbouring  powers — were  fub- 
je£ts  that  claimed  the  attention  of  futurity.  And 
ihe  unfortunate  period  was  big  with  fo  many  cala- 
rnities  to  this  country,  that  no  man  could  inquire 
into  its  origin,  without  finding  his  Lordftiip  cul- 
pable. It  was  an  unhappy  retrofpeft,  to  think  of 
our  public  revenues  having  been  wantonly  fquan- 
dered  away — our  blood  poured  forth  in  an  inglo- 
rious caufe — and  our  forces  in  difgrace,  in  moil 
quarters  of  the  globe.  He  was  ftruck  with  horror 
at  the  idea,  and  could  not  even  think  of  it  without 
heart-felt  forrow.  At  that  time  we  were  plunged 
into  a  war,  from  which  we  could  not  extricate  our- 
felves  with  honour  and  with  glory. — But  not  to 
dwell  any  longer  on  fuch  a  difagreeable  fubjeft — 
a  fubj eft  fraught  with  fo  many  evils  in  every  ftep 
of  its  progrefs — he  would  now  revert  to  the  qucf- 
tion  of  debate — and,  after  many  ingenious  argu- 
ments, that  were  liflened  to  with  the  greatefl  plea- 
fure  and  applaufe,  he  concluded  with  tbefe  words : 
*'  With  regard  to  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  I  am 
**  happy  in  having  this  opportunity  to  declare  the 
**  fixed  and  coidial  teftimony  of  my  unalterable 
"  opinion." 
Mr.Dundas.  Mr,  Bundds  bcgau  a  very  able  and  appofite 
fpeech,  with  a  complaint  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer's 
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Exchequer's  having,  while  he  had  profefied  to 
avoid  entering  too  deeply  into  the  difcuifion  of  cer- 
tain topics,  from  a  de(ire  not  to  divide  the  friends 
of  the  motion,  handled  others  with  a  harihnefs 
and  feverity  that  betokened  no  very  ftudious  en- 
deavour to  conciliate  the  minds,  and  fecure  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  his  fupporters.  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  after  this  exordium,  manfully  and  nobly  flood 
forth  the  defender  of  Lord  North,  from  any  impu- 
tation of  particular  blame  for  having  carried  on  the 
American  war.  The  Noble  Lord,, he  faid,  found  the 
war  begun,  when  he  took  the  lead  in  government; 
it  was  then  a  popular  war,  and  where  was  the 
Miniftcr  to  be  met  with  who  would  have  dared  to 
have  dropped  it  ?  After  having,  in  the  faireft,  the 
fullefl,  and  the  mod  unequivocal  manner,  excul- 
pated Lord  North  for  his  condu£l  in  office,  he 
apologized  for  having  fpoke  from  the  queflion  fo 
much.  He  declared  hirafelf  adverfe  to  the  fpecific 
motion  under  confideration,  becaufe  it  profefled 
not  to  have  any  end  in  view  that  could  be  attended 
with  the  lead  pofTible  good.  It  would  obtain  no 
information  to  the  Houfe,  but  what  the  Houfe 
already  poffelfed.  That  there  were  rotten  boroughs, 
and  that  the  ariiiocracy  held  them,  were  fads  well 
known  already.  The  only  confequcnce  that  ap- 
peared to  him  as  likely  to  follow  fuch  an  enquiry, 
as  the  motion  tended  to  inftitute,  would  be  the 
eftablifliing  by  authority  the  melancholy  fatl,  that 
the  Conftitutioa  we   had  for  ages  boafled   of  fo 
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highly,  was  one  continued  fyflem  of  difeafe  and 
corruption,  and  that  it  was  impoffible  for  human 
ingenuity  to  fuggeft  an  adequate  remedy.  This 
would  create  gloomy  ideas,  and  leave  the  imagi- 
nations of  the  people  at  large  deprefled  and  funk 
under  their  weight.  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  Ihould 
have  better  liked  a  motion  for  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  as  in  fuch  a  Committee,  every  fmgle 
proportion  might  have  been  feparately  difculfed 
and  decided  upon.  He  ended  an  excellent  fpeech, 
with  declaring  he   fhould  give  the   motion  his  ne- 


gative. 


Mr. Fox.  Mr.  Fox  rofe  next,  and  in  a  fpeech  of  conCder- 
able  length,  fupported  the  motion.  He  declared, 
although  he  had  not  before  made  up  his  mind  to 
the  propoiition  of  Ihortening  the  duration  of  Par- 
liaments, what  he  had  feen  within  the  paft  fix 
months  had  completely  decided  his  opinion  upon 
the  point,  and  he  was  now  ready  to  declare,  their 
duration  ought  to  be  limited  to  as  (hort  a  period  as 
polnble.  He  animadverted,  with  great  animation, 
on  the  leading  political  events  that  had  occurred 
fince  laft  November,  and  contended,  that  they  all 
proved  theneceffity  of  a  free  and  independent  Par- 
liament. Upon  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  fo  formed, 
depended  the  exifier.ce  of  every  thing  dear  to  Eng- 
liOimcn.  He  fpoke  of  the  uncommon  exercife  of 
the  royal  prerogative,  by  the  prefent  Minifler,  and 
fl^.ewed,  that  if  the  Crown  had  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons without  doors,  and   a  Houfe  of  Commons 

within. 
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within,  ani    played   the  one  ofF  againft  the  other, 
as  intereft   rendered  convenient,    occafionally   me- 
nacing with  threats  of  diffolution,  and  occafionally 
alluring  with  promifes  of  honours  and  rewards,  the 
people  were   folely  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  and 
its  Minifters,  and  the  Conftitution  of   the  country 
not    fafe    for   a    moment.        He    compared    the 
prefent   times  to    the    four  laft   years    of    Queen 
Anne,  but  declared,  if  any  thing,  the  times   were 
now  worfe.     He  replied  to  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  faid 
of  the  American  war,  and  acknowledged,  that  the 
revival  of  that  topic  always  gave  him  pain.  He  faid, 
he  reprobated  the  condu6t  of  that  war  as  much  as 
ever,  but  juPcice   required   he  fhould  admit,  that 
neither  he,  nor  any  of  its  oppofers,  at  the  time  that 
they  divided  fixty  or  feventy   on    a  divifion,    ever 
pretended  that  it  was  not,  at  that  period,  a  popular 
war.    He  charged  Mr.  Pitt  with  want  of  feding,  to 
which  he  imputed  the  manner  of  his  reviving  a  fub- 
je£l  thai",  mud  create  as  much  difguft  in   the  minds 
of  thofe  who  fat  near  him,  as  it  could  poITibly  do 
in  the  minds  of  others,  on  the  fide  of  the  Houfe  on 
which  he   flood   at  that  moment.     He  contended, 
warmly  and  zealoufly  for  the  queftion,  and    urged 
the  extreme  propriety  of  the  point  of  time  at  which 
it  was   brought  forward.     He  clofed   a  veiy  elo- 
quent fpeech,  with  an  earneft    exhortation  to  the 
Houfe  to  fupport  a  miotion,    to  which  there  could 
be  no  reafonable  objeQion  advanced. 


As 
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As  foon  as  Mr.  Fox  fat  down,  there  was  a  yio-- 
lent  clamour  for  the  queftion,  and  the  gallery  was 
cleared  of  flrangers. 
Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Bwh,  With  E  great  deal  of  difficulty,  ob- 
tained a  hearing,  but  he  was  not  fuffered  to 
proceed  long,  fuch  was  the  impatience  of  the 
Houfe  for  the  quellion.  Mr.  Eurke  chiefly 
direftcd  his  argument  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
fpeech,  in  which  he  had  mentioned  the  American 
war,  and  called  upon  the  Chancellor  to  Ihew^  how 
the  American  war  originated  in  the  Hate  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reprefentation  ?  He  put  his  queftion  in 
two  or  three  different  ways,  but  before  he  could 
proceed  farther,  he  was  interrupted,  and  a  warm 
altercation  took  place,  fonie  of  the  young  Members 
vociferating  {o  loudly,  as  to  prevent  Mr.  Burke 
from  being  diflin6lly  heard.  At  length,,  after  com- 
plaining of  the  indecent  and  diforderly  condu6b  of 
a  part  of  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Burke  declared  he  had 
fomethmg  to  {liy,  which  he  conceived  was  well 
worth  their  hearing,  but  it  was  too  much  for  him^ 
to  fland  up  againll  fo  violent  a  clamour.  He  faw 
he  was  among  a  parcel  of  rocks,  the  fides  of  which 
refounded  with  the  intemperate  killing  of  a  roaring 
furge,  and  therefore,  though  he  was  paft,  and  had 
got  the  better  of  thofe  feehngs,  which  they  who  were 
fo  ilupidiy  clamorous  hoped  to  opprefs  him  with, 
he  thought  it  more  prudent,  for  the  moment,  to 
bow  to  the  floim. 

General 
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General  BurFoyne  rofe  to  exprefs  his  fenfe  of  the  ^^"-  ^"'■- 

°  ^  ^  ,  goyne. 

conduct  a  part  of  the  Houfe  had  juft  held,  and 
which,  he  declared,  he  could  not  confider  other- 
wife,  than  as  a  difgrace  to  the  whole  Aflembly. 
The  General  ftated,  that  every  individual  Mem- 
ber had  a  right  to  be  heard  on  any  queftion,  and 
in  order  that  every  Member  might  obtain  that  juf- 
tice,  he  gave  notice,  that  if,  on  any  future  occalion, 
he  fhould  fee  any  gentleman  act  in  fo  diforderly  a 
manner,  as  to  infult  a  Member  upon  his  legs,  he 
would  mention  him  by  name  to  the  Chair,  that 
fuch  Ihameful  behaviour  might  be  reported  to  the 
Houfe  by  the  Speaker,  and  receive  that  cenfure 
which  it  loudly  called  for. 

Lord  Mulgravc  faid,  he  would  not,  at  that  late  Lord  Mui- 
hour,  detain  the  Houfe,  by  entering  into  any  ^'^^^* 
arguments  upon  the  principle  of  the  motion ; 
indeed  the  principle  had  been  fo  ably  argued,  on 
both  (ides,  that  whatever  he  might  have  to  fav  far- 
ther upon  it,  muflbe  fuperfluous;  but  as  a  younor 
Member,  who  had  fpoken  early  in  the  debate,  and 
very  ably,  had  declared  the  queftion  of  a  Rtform 
of  Parliament  was  nevv  to  him,  and  had  objected 
to  putting  the  queftion  then,  becaufe  he  had  not 
had  time  to  make  up  his  mind  upon  the  fubje£l, 
he  thought  that  a  good  ground  for  deferring  coming 
to  any  opinion,  one  way  or  another,  as  yet.  He 
-    therefore  moved  the  previous  queftion. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  complained  of  the  uprecedented  ^''^- ,  ^ 
motion  that  had  been  juft:  made.     He  appealed 

to 
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to  the  Noble  Lord's  candour,   whether  it  was  fair, 
after  all  that  had  been  faid  upon    the  fubjed,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  to  rife,  at  that  late  hour, 
and   move   the  previous  queftion  ?     The    reafon 
which  the  Noble  Lord  Had  affigned  for  moving  it, 
did  not,  in  his  opinion,  bear  him  out.     The  Noble 
Lord    had    dated,    that    he  moved    the    previous 
queftion,  in  order  to  give  a  young  Member,   who 
had  fpoken  early  in  the  debate,  time    to  make  up 
his  mind    upon   the  fubjetl:    of    a    Parliamentary 
Reform,  fince  that  fubje6l  was  quite   new  to  him. 
The  Noble  Lord  furely  forgot,  that   the    Member 
in  queftion,  though   he   had  told  the    iioufe  that 
the  fubjeft  was  new  to  him,  and  that  he  had  never 
thought  upon  it,  had  alfo,  in  the  fame  fpeech,  faid, 
that  he  had  confuked  his  conftituents  upon  it,  and 
that  they  had  exprefted   no  deGre  that   he   fhould 
fupport  any  motion   for  a  Parliamentary  Reform. 
It  was  evident,    therefore,  the  fubjecl  was   not  fo 
new  to  the  Honourable  Gentleman  as  he  had  ftated, 
and  if  his  conftituents  were  indifferent  to  the  quef- 
tion, he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  they  ftood  An- 
gular in  their  opinion.     With  regard   to  much  of 
the  debate,  he  had  a  right  to  declare  it  h,id  no  re- 
ference to  his  motion,  which  did  not  go  upon  any 
particular  fpecific  mode  of  reform,  but  was  merely 
a  motion,  that  a  Committee  might  be  inftituted  to 
enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation.     That 
Commitree,  he   meant,  to  make   a  report,  and  it 
would  remain  with  the  difcretion  and  judgment  of 

the 
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the  Houfe  to  determine  what  proceedings,  if  any, 
fhould  be  had,  upon  the  bafis  of  that  report.  The 
motion,  therefore,  bound  the  Houfe  down  to  no 
fpecies  of  reform,  but  merely  put  the  matter  in 
progref),  and  would  ferve  to  convince  the  people, 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  ferious  in  its  pro- 
feffions  of  complying  with  their  willies  upon  a 
topic,  upon  which  the  expetlation  of  the  public 
in  general  refled.  He  earneflly  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  candour  of  the  Noble  Lord  would  induce 
him  to  deal  more  fairly  with  the  quellion,  and  that 
he  would  notperfillin  his  motion. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  faid,  the  Honourable  Gentle-  Mr.  m.  a. 
man  had  mifunderllood  him,  or  he  had  mifrepre-  ^*>''"^* 
fented  him:  why,  or  wherefore,  he  knew  not. 
What  he  had  faid  was  this  :  That  he  had  flood 
for  two  different  places,  at  neither  of  which  had  he 
heard  any  thing  from  the  eleftors,  touching  the 
queftion  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform.  That  fince 
his  ele6iion,  and  very  lately,  he  had  been  down  at 
the  Borough  for  which  he  fat;  that  he  had  then 
mentioned  to  feveral  of  the  leading  men  of  his 
conflituents,  that  a  motion  on  the  fubjecl  of  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform,  was  Hkely  to  come  on,  and 
had  defired  to  know  if  they  wifhed  him  to  vote 
upon  fuch  amotion,  in  any  particular  way.  To 
that  queflion  he  received  not  any  anfwer  that 
Ihewed  that  his  conflituents  felt  very  zealouflv 
about  the  matter.  With  regard  to  his  not  having 
made  up  his   mind  upon  the  fubjed,  he  certainly 

had 
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had  not,  as  yet,  having  fat  fo  fhort  a  time  in  Par- 
liament, 

Mr.  w.        The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    rofe  to    fecond  ' 

Pitt. 

Mr.  Sawbridge's  requifition.  He  declared,  that 
no  private  opinion  of  his,  that  it  was  not  the  bell 
poflible  moment  to  urge  the  queftion  in,  or  the 
moment  mofl;  hkely  to  bring  it  forward  with  ad- 
x^intage  to  the  caufe  he  had  fo  much  at  heart, 
ihould  induce  him  to  do  any  thing  that  might  look 
like  difcountenancing  the  principle  of  the  queflion 
of  the  day  ;  he  therefore  earneftly  hoped,  the  Noble 
Lord  would  fo  far  comply,  with  what  pretty  plainly 
appeared  to  be  the  general  fenfe  of  ail  fides  of  the 
Houfe,  as  to  withdraw  the  previous  queUion.  To 
move  fuch  a  queftion,  upon  a  motion  of  fuch  mag- 
nitude and  importance,  as  that  which  had  been 
under  difcufTion  fo  many  hours,  was  certainly 
very  unufual,  and  would  throw  a  flur,  as  it  were, 
upon  the  queftion  itfelf,  that  ought  not,  in  his 
opinion,  by  any  means  to  be  thrown  upon  it.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  Noble  Lord  would  not  perfilt 
in  the  previous  queftion,  but  would  mflPer  the 
Houfe  to  vote  on  the  main  queftion.  If,  however, 
it  Ihouid  lo  turn  out,  that  the  Noble  Lord  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  withdraw  his  motion,  he  cau- 
tioned the  Houfe,  that  by  voting  agairjl  the  pre- 
vious queftion,  they  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  getting  rid  of  it,  and  by  that  means  vote  after- 
wards upou    the   main   queftion  j    he,    therefore, 

declared. 
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he  declared,  fhould  certainly  vote  againll  the  previ- 
ous queftion,  if  the  noble  Lordfhould  flill  perfifl  in  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  fo  far  from  his  thinking  what  Mr.  sheri. 

dan. 

had  fallen  early  in  the  debate,  from  the  young 
Member  who  had  fpoken  lafl:  but  one,  rendered  a 
previous  queftion  either  neceflary  or  proper,  the 
motion  of  his  Honourable  Friend,  the  worthy 
Alderman,  appeared  to  him  to  be  exa6lly 
adapted  to  the  fituation  of  the  Honourable  Mem- 
ber ;  becaufe  the  motion  was  not  a  motion  for 
this  or  that  particular  mode  of  reform,  but  a  mo- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  enquire 
into  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation.  From  that 
Committee  the  Honourable  Gentleman  miffhc 
learn  fa6ls,  upon  a  knowledge  of  which  alone  he 
could  form  an  opinion,  and  make  up  his  mind ; 
lie  hoped,  therefore,  the  Noble  Lord  would  not  per- 
lift  in  his  motion  for  the  previous  queftion.  From 
the  Noble  Lord's  well  known  candour,  he  was  in- 
clined to  hope  he  would  withdraw  it,  and  indeed 
he  had  another  reafon  for  thinking  fo,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  very  forcible  one,  and  to  be 
hkely  to  operate  more  upon  his  mind,  than  any 
other  he  could  iuggeft,  and  that  was,  a  confide- 
ration  for  the  chara6ler  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer.  That 
Right  Honourable  Gendeman  had  fupported  the 
motion  fo  ably  and  fo  vigoroufly,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debate,  that  he  was  himfelf  perfectly  fatisfied 
and  convinced,  that  the  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
VoL.  II,  F  tleman. 
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'  tleman,  notwithftanding  he  might  not,  in  his  own 
private  opinion,  think  that  the  bed  moment  for 
bringing  the  fubjeft  forward,  was  fmcerely  a  well- 
wifher  to  the  motion,  and  a  real  friend  to  a  fober 
and  temperate  Parliamentary  Reform.  What  a 
lifk  then  would  the  Noble  Lord  put  his  Right  Hon. 
Friend  to,  if,  by  moving  a  previous  queftion,  at 
that  late  hour  of  the  night,  he  afforded  the  public 
room  for  fufpicion,  that  fuch  a  motion  was  made 
coliufively,  and  with  the  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman's connivance?  For  tliefe  reafons,  he  hoped 
the  noble  Lord  would  withdraw  his  motion. 
Lord  Noitii.  Lord  North  rofe  to  defend  the  previous  queftion. 
His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  flnv  nothing  improper  in 
moving  the  previous  queftion.  There  were  two 
defcriptions  of  perfons  about  to  vote  that  day,  viz, 
thofe  who  thought  with  him  upon  tlie  fubje6l,  and 
were  enemies  to  any,  and  every  alteration  of  the 
Conftitution ;  and  thofe  again,  who  were  not  adverfe 
to  the  principle  of  a  Reform,  but  thought  that  not 
the  fit  time  for  it.  Now,  the  previous  queflion  would 
fuit  cither  of  thefe  defcriptions,  and  therefore  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  highly  proper.  With  regard 
to  the  motion's  fuiting  the  Honourable  Member, 
who  had  declared  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  he 
could  not  lee  how  it  would  fuit  him,  becaufe,  if  he 
went  to  the  Committee,  he  might  hear  fomething 
of  different  modes  of  Reform,  and  which  of  them 
the  majority  of  the  Committee  might  approve,  but 

it 
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it  could  not  enable  him  to  make  up  his  mind,  in 
favour  of  which  he  ought  to  decide. 

O 

Mr.  Sazuhidgt  rofe  again  to  explain.  He  Mr.  Saw- 
charged  the  noble  Lord  with  having  entirely  mif- 
apprehended  his  motion ;  and,  to  convince  the 
Houfe  that  fuch  was  the  facl,  he  defired  the  motion 
might  be  read.  This  having  been  complied  with, 
Mr.  Saw^bridge  reminded  the  Houfe  that  there  was 
no  fuch  word  as  reform  in  the  whole  motion.  The 
motion  was  merely  for  a  Committee  to  be  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  Reprefentation,  and 
therefore,  undoubtedly,  was  fuch  a  motion  as 
might  fairly  be  voted  for  by  the  honourable  young 
Member,  who  had  rifen  fo  lately.  Mr.  Sawbridge 
again  appealed  to  Lord  Mulgrave's  candour,  and 
begged  him  to  withdraw  his  previous  queflion. 

Mr.   Wilberforce  faid,    he   fincerely   wifhed  the  Mr-Wiibsr- 
Hon.   Alderman  had  not  brousfht   on  his  motion 

o 

that  day,  becaufe,  being  a  hearty  and  zealous  well- 
willier  to  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  he  fliould  have 
been  glad  it  had  come  on  at  a  better  feafon.  So 
determined,  however,  was  he  to  do  nothing  that 
might  look  like  a  willi  to  difcountenance  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  motion,  that  he  would  certainly  vote 
againft  the  previous  queltion. 

Lord  Mukrave  faid,  he  had  been  fo  particularly  ^'°'^  '^"'- 

*-'  •■  ''       grave. 

called  upon,  that  he  mufl  necelfarily  fay  a  few- 
words.  His  candour  had  been  appealed  to,  in  a 
manner  he  thought  rather  extraordinary.  What 
had  candour  to  do  with  the  queftion  ?  Was  there 
F  2  any 
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any  thing  unfair  in  his  moving  a  previous  queftion 
upon  a  motion,  the  friends  of  which  were  violently 
divided  in  opinion,  a  great  part  of  them  thinking 
that  to  be  an  unfit  time  for  it  to  be  brought  on. 
With  regard  to  the  injury  his  perfifting  in  the  pre- 
vious quellion  might  do  the  charafter  of  his  Rigli^ 
Honourable  Friend,  he  had  no  idea  of  that  being 
poflible.  His  Right  Honourable  Friend's  chara£ler 
was,  he  trufted,  far  too  firmly  eftablifhed,  to  be 
fhaken  bv  fo  flender  a  circum fiance,  thoug-h  he  had 
beard  the  prophetic  mifreprefentation,  and  the  in- 
vidious comment  that  was  intended  to  be  put  upon 
it.  His  Lordfliip  difdained  the  imputation  of 
coUufion,  and  faid,  if  there  was  any  crime  in  pro- 
pofing  the  previous  queftion,  the  Noble  Lord  in 
the  blue  ribband  was  his  accomplice  in  that  foul 
crime.  That  Noble  Lord  v/as  too  manly  a  cha- 
rafter  to  warrant  any  fufpicion  of  an  undue  motive 
for  what  he  had  done :  he  fhould  therefore  ac- 
knowledge no  compunction.  His  Lordfhip  con- 
cluded with  declaring,  that  he  Ihould  perfift  in  his 
motion  for  the  previous  queftion. 
Mr.  sheri-  Mr,  Sheridan  rofe  again,  to  complain  of  Lord 
Mulgrave's  having  talked  oi  prophetic  mifreprefeU' 
tations  and  invidious  comments.  No  part  of  what 
had  fallen  from  him,  he  was  perfuaded,  juftified 
fuch  infinuations.  He  had  declared  he  was  per- 
fectly convinced  of  the  fincerity  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman's  zeal  for  the  principle  of  the  worthy 
Aldeitr^an's  mption,  and  had  deprecated  the  con- 

fequences 


dan. 
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fequences  that  might  follow  any  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman's  friends  moving  the  previous  queftion. 
People  without  doors,  who  were  not  perfedly  ap- 
prized of  all  that  had  pafied  in  the  debate,  might 
conceive  that  it  was  a  trick  and  a  connivance,  and 
that  the  previous  queftion  was  moved  with  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman's  confent  and  con- 
currence. It  was  in  order  to  avert  this  mifcon- 
llruSlion,  that  he  had  exhorted  the  Noble  Lord  t^ 
a6t  candidly,  and  not  per  fill  in  his  motion  ^  and 
he  had  been  not  a  little  induced  to  prefs  the 
withdrawing  of  the  previous  queftion  upon  the 
Noble  Lord,  from  the  Right  Hon.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  having  himfelf  been  the  firfl  to 
declare,  that  difpofmg  of  the  motion  by  the  previous 
queftion,  was  cafling  a  flur  upon  the  very  im- 
portant topic  to  which  it  bore  immediate  reference. 

Sir  Francis  Bajfct  begged,  before  the  queflion  sirFiandg 
was  put,  to  be  permitted  to  fay  a  fmgle  word  to  it. 
Sir  Francis  declared,  he  did  not  wifh  the  previous 
queflion  to  have  been  moved,  becaufe  he  was  de- 
livnus  that  a  direiSl  negative  fhould  be  pui  upon 
the  main  queftion,  in  order  that  it  might  be  laid  at 
reft  for  ever,  having  maturely  coniidered  the  fub- 
je£l,  and  being  decidedly  of  opinion  that  any  alte- 
ration in  the  flate  of  Parliamentary  Reprefentation, 
would  prove  highly  dangerous  and  d(;ftru£tive  to 
the  Conftitution. 

Mr.  W.  Grenvillc  faid,  he  was  not  only  extremely    Mr,  vv. 
fojry  the  previous  queftion  had  been  moved,  but 
t  c>  he 
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he  had  hoped  the  Noble  Lord  would  have  been 
prevailed  on  to  have  withdrawn  it;  becaufehis  wifli 
was,  to  have  had  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  taken  upon 
the  motion  for  a  Committee,  when  he  meant  to 
have  given  it  his  negative,  and  he  had  flattered  him- 
felf,  that  the  fubjefl  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  as 
far  as  it  could,  in  the  nature  of  things,  would  have 
been  put  to  fleep  for  ever.  Mr.  Grenville  faid  fur- 
ther, that  greatly  as  he  admired  his  Right  Honour- 
able Fi  iend,  and  greatly  as  he  revered  his  fplendid 
abilities,  he  (hould  have  lo[l  much  of  that  admi- 
ration, and  much  of  that  reverence,  if  he  could  have 
entertained  fo  poor  an  opinion  of  him,  as  to  have 
thought  him  capable  of  expetling  a  fervile  com- 
pliance with  his  particular  fentiments,  on  every 
great  and  important  queftion.  He  had  no  fuch 
opinion  of  him,  and  therefore  he  rofe  to  declare, 
that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  principle  of  the  ori- 
ginal queftion,  and  that  he  fliould  vote  againft  the 
previous  queftion,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  give 
his  negative  to  the  main  queftion. 

The  previous  queftion  was   then  put,  and  the 
Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  -  199 

Noes,  -  125 

Majority  74 

The  Houfe  rofe  immediately  after  the  divifioUj 
it  being  within  a  few  minutes  of  Twelve  o'clock. 
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Friday,  June  18,  1784. 

The  Speaker  cdWtd  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  The  Speak- 
to  a  matter  which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  lub- 
mit  to  their  conhderation.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  had  informed  him,  that  an  indenture,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  Return  for  the  Boroughs  of  Inver- 
nefs,  Nairn,  Forres,  and  Fortrofe,  and  figned  by 
the  Sheriff  of  the  Shiie  of  Elgin,  had  been  ten- 
dered to  him,  but  that  he  had  dechned  taking  it, 
becaufe  it  ought  to  have  been  aimexed  to  the  Writ 
returned  by  the  Sheriff  of  Elgin  (hire.  The  per- 
fon  returned  in  the  indenture  was  Sir  Hedor 
Munro.  The  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  therefore,  prayed 
the  inflru£lions  of  the  Houfe,  how  he  fnould  a6l, 
as  he  did  not  think  himfelf  authorifed  to  accept  an 
indenture,  purporting  to  be  a  Return  for  a  Bo- 
rough, after  a  Return  of  the  Writ  for  the  county 
in  which  that  Borough  was  fituated  had  been 
rnade  by  the  Sheriff.  The  Speaker  reminded  the 
Houfe,  that  it  had  early  been  taken  notice  of,  that 
no  Return  had  been  made  for  three  Writs,  viz, 
to  the  Writs  for  Merionethfliire,  Chetler,  and  for 
thefe  Boroughs  in  Scotland.  He  alfo  flated  it  to 
be  a  cafe  of  fome  importance,  and  mentioned  that 
a  law  was  made  in  King  William's  time  to  regulate 
the  making  of  Returns  to  the  Crown  OfHce. 

The  Houfe  agreed  to  take  the  matter  into  their 
confideration  next  Monday. 

F  4  ^ \y Y 
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NAVY      ESTIMATES. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  (Mr.  Gilbert  in  the  Chair)  Mr. 

Mr.  Brett.  Brett  rofe  to  move  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy. 
Mr.  Brett  faid,  the  Refolutions,  he  meant  to  move, 
were  precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  moved  and  agreed 
to  for  the  fame  fervice  in  the  laft  Parhament;  he 
would  not,  therefore,  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Houfe,  by  entering  into  a  long  detail  of  them, 
but  move  them  one  after  another.  He  accordingly 
moved  his  firft  Refolution. 

Mr.  Hufiey.      Mr.  Hi{l[fy  fnid,  he  did  not   approve   the  voting 
avv^ay   fuch   fums  of  the  public   money,    without 
one  word   being  faid  upon  them,  neither  did  it 
appear  right  to  him  to  vote  the  money  upon  fifli- 
tious  ftatements.     The  Eflimates  of  the  Ordinary 
and  Extraordinary  of  the  Navy  contained  always 
alledged  particular  fervices,  to  which   the  money 
never  was  applied,  but    to  other  fervices.     In  fa6l, 
therefore,    inftead   of  the   Houfe 's   voting  money 
upon   Eflimate,  as   they   thought   they    did,  they 
only  voted  fo  much   money  upon  account.     This 
pra6lice  he  wiPned  to  be  aboHilied,  and  that  they 
ftiould  vote  no  money    in  future   but  upon  a61ual 
snd  boih']  fide   Eftimates.     As  the  Turn  about  to  be 
voted  alio  was  a  very  large  one,  he  hoped,  if  there 
were   any  Officers  of  the  Navy  prefent,  that  they 
would  get  up  and    fpcak   their  fcntiments  on  the 
fubjcQ  of  the  papers  then  under  conlideration. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Brett  faid  a  few  words  to  fhew,  that  the  Mr.  Brett. 
Eftimates,  at  that  time  before  the  Houfe,  were  as 
correft  as  any  that  had  been  prefented,  and  that 
no  attempt  was  now  made  to  do  any  thing  unufual, 
or  to  obtain  more  from  that  Committee,  than  the 
Committee  of  Supply  in  the  lafl:  Parhament  had 
granted. 

Sir  Thomas  Franklmid  complained  of  the  wantsjrThomis 
of  difcipline  that  prevailed  throughout  the  Navy, 
arifing  from  the  entruRing  boys  with  commands. 
He  hoped  the  copper  fheathing  was  to  be  taken  off 
the  men  of  war's  bottoms,  and  that  immediately, 
or,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  we  fiiould  not  have  a  Ihip 
fit  to  be  fent  to  fea. 

Commodore  Bowyer  refuted  the  Hon.  Baronet  in  Commodore 
every  argument  which  he  advanced.  He  faid  that  °^^^*'"' 
the  Navy,  fo  far  from  being  in  a  miferable  flate, 
as  the  Hon.  Baronet  had  infinuated,  was  in  a  Hoa- 
rifliing  way,  which  he  could  prove  from  incontro- 
vertible evidence.  So  far  from  having  fufFered  dif- 
grace  lafl;  war,  our  feamen  had  been  vidorious  in 
every  quarter  of  (he  world  ;  and  had  given  repeat- 
ed proofs  of  their  valour  :  confequently  the  argu- 
ments of  the  Hon.  Baronet,  concerning  fhe  dif- 
grace  and  bad  difcipline  of  the  Navy,  were  abfurd 
and  ridiculous.  But  be  wiihed  to  know  where  the 
Hon.  Baronet  had  acquired  his  new  knov^ledge  of 
the  ftate  of  the  Navy  ?  He  knew  that  once  the 
Hon.  Baronet  had  been  in  the  naval  fervice,  and 
might  at  that  time  fpeak  from  daily   experience ; 

but 
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but  furely  a  gentleman,  who  had  been  ihirly  y^ars 
a/kore,  ading  as  a  frefh  water  failor,  could  not, 
Tvith  any  propriety,  difapprove  of  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  Navy,  and  condemn  the  condufl;  of  thofe 
whofuperintended  that  department.  He  could  hardly 
believe,  that  the  Hon.  Baronet  would  venture  to 
corroborate  his  arguments  from  the  knowledge 
which  he  had  fo  very  lately  acquired  ;  and  he  could 
hardly  believe  that  any  gentleman,  who  had  ferved 
fo  very  lately  in  the  navy,  would  venture  to  condemn 
the  prefent  difcipline. 
Captain  Captain  Macbride  was  of  the  fame  opinion  with 

Macbride.  *■  .  .  . 

refpetl  to  the  bottoming  of  fhips  with  copper.  He 
knew,  from  experience,  that  a  iliip  flieathed  with 
copper,  and  lying  at  anchor,  was  apt  to  grow  foul- 
bottomed,  as  much  as  thofe  which  had  other  fheatl> 
inof;  and  he  knew  alfo  that  what  an  Hon.  Mem- 
ber  had  formerly  faid  was  true,  that  fhips  muft  be 
examined  at  lead  in  three  years,  let  the  copper- 
fheathing  be  in  ever  fo  sjood  a  ftate  ;  he  was  there- 
•  fore  cf  opinion,  that  the  fubjeft  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  judgment  of  more  able  men  than  the 
Hon   Baronet. 

The  queftion  was  here  put  on  the  motion  for  the 
fupply,  and  carried  without  a  divifion. 
Ml.  Brttt.  iVlr.  Brett  then  moved,  that  ioo,oooL  be  grant- 
ed for  the  ordinary  repairs,  &c.  of  the  (hips  of  the 
Royal  Navy.  This  motion  pafTed  without  any 
oppoGtion,  and  the  Houfe  was  refumed. 

RECEIPT 
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RECEIPT     TAX. 

Mr.  Alderman  Newnha^n  rofe  to  repeat  a  motion  AUcrmaB- 

.         .  Newnham. 

that  had  been  formerly  made  for  leave  to  brmg  m  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  aft  impofing  a  Tax  on  Receipts. 
The  Alderman  faid,  his  conftituents  had  intruded 
him  to  make  fuch  a  motion ;  in  compliance  with 
their  inilruCtions,  therefore,  he  rofe  to  make  it; 
at  the  fame  time  he  would  remind  the  Houfe,  that 
the^aft  time  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  fimi- 
lar  bill,  he  had  been  told,  that  he  was  not  very  apt 
to  comply  with  the  inflruftionsof  his  conftituents  ; 
an  infinuation,  that  probably  was  thrown  out  with 
a  view  to  injure  him,  as  it  certainly  had  injured 
him,  in  no  very  trifling  degree,  at  his  eleftion.  As 
the  Houfe  in  general  might  have  heard  that  he  con- 
fented  to  aft  agreeably  to  the  inftruflions  of  his 
conftituents  on  every  occafion,  an  agreement  which 
he  certainly  had  entered  into,  he  would  take  that 
opportunity  of  declaring,  v/hat  his  opinion  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  inftruftions  from  conftituents  was. 
He  had  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  upon  all  local 
queftions,  upon  all  oppreftive,  internal  taxes,  and 
in  every  cafe  that  related  to  them  in  particular,  the 
conftituents' inftruftions  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to 
be  implicitly  obeyed  ;  but  where  the  charafters, 
talents,  and  views  of  Minifters,  were  the  matters 
under  confideration,  where  meafures  affefling  the 
genei-al  interefts  of  the  nation  at  larcre  wqvq  to  be 
difcuIFed  and  decided  upon,  tiiere  he  thought  the 

repre- 
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reprefentative  ought  to  be  left  to  himfelf,  to  aft 
as  his  own  judgment,  founded  upon  that  degree  of 
light  and  information  which  could  only  be  obtained 
in   Parliament,    fhould  dire6l  him.     It    was   very 
true,  that  he  had  confented  to  relinquijQi  his  feat, 
■wherever  his  own    opinion    operated    again  ft    the 
inftra6lions  of  his  conflituents,  fo  far  as  to  render 
it  impoffible,  confiftently  with  his  confcience  and 
the  genuine  fentiments  of  his  heart,  to  obey  thofe 
inft.ru6lions ;  but  he  trufted  the  good  fenfe  of  his 
conftituents  would  refcue  him  from  being  often  put 
to  that  fevere  tefl.      Wherever  he  found  his  confti- 
tuents and  he  differed  effentially   upon  any  great 
point,  he  fhould  fabmit  to  them  the  beft  realons  his 
abilities  could  enable  him  to  urge  in  fupport  of  his 
opinion,  and  if  he  found  it  out  of  his 'power  either 
to   convince  them,  or   to  receive  conviftion  from 
them,  he  muft  neceftarily  bow  to  their   decifion  ; 
but  he   was  certain  they  would  a6l  more  wifely,  in 
not  defiring  him  to  vote  in  a  manner  inconfiftent 
with  his  honour.     He   begged  pardon   for  having 
thus  departed  horn  the  immediate   fubjeft,  refpec- 
ting  which  he  had  rifen  to  trouble  the  Houfe,  and 
to  which  he  would  immediately  return.     The   AU 
derman  then  affured   the  Hpule,  that  his   confti- 
tuents did  not  lightly  or  capricioufly  objeft  to  the 
Tax  on  Receipts,  but  that  they  found  it  to  be  ex- 
tremely oppreffive,  inconvenient,  and  partial  •,  they 
were  very  ready  to  fubmit  to  another  tax  in  lieu  of 
it,  knowing  perfectly  well  that  the  money  muft  be 

laifed 


A.  1784.]  DEBATES.  77 

raifed  by  fome  tax  or  other,  and  hoping  that  a  more 
equal  tax  would  be  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  that 
on   Receipts.     Among    other   objeftions  that   he 
dated,  he  faid,  the  a6t  for  regulating  it  rendered  it 
more  obje£lionable,  becaufe  it  occafioned  offences 
to  be  committed,  where  there  was  no  defign  to  of- 
fend.    A  friend  in  the  country,   he   informed  the 
Houfe,    had  written  him  a  letter,    ftating,    that 
againft  his  will  he  had  been  dillributing  fome  coun- 
terfeit (lamps  •,  for  having  fome  fiamps  from  Lon- 
don, he  put   them   among  his  papers,    and  thofe 
papers   having  been  accidentally   preflTed,  the  im- 
preffion  of  the  ftamp  came  off  fo  clearly,  that  he 
had  written  receipts  on  fome  of  the  counterfeits, 
before  he  difcovered  the  miftake.     By  the  letter  of 
the  regulating  a6l,  therefore,  he  was  a  dead  man. 
The  Alderman  faid  farther,  that  if  the  tax  was  to 
be  continued,  he  certainly   was  of  opinion  that  its    ' 
colle61:ion  ought  to  be  aflifted,  and  rendered  as  pro- 
duftive  as  poffible  ;  but  he  hoped  the  FToufe  would 
confent  to   the  repeal,  as    he    believed   he    might 
fairly   fay,  the  majority  of  the  trading  part  of  the 
whole  kingdom  thought  it  a  moll  unjuft   tax,  and 
wifhed  to  be  relieved  from  the  burden  and  incon- 
venience of  it.     He  added,  that  he  had  heard  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  inclined  to 
repeal  the  Receipt  Tax  ;  he  flattered  himfeif,  there- 
fore, that  he  fliould  have  his   fupport  on   the  pre- 
fent  occafion.     The    Alderman    concluded     with 
moving,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a   bill 

*•  for 
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"  for  the  repeal  of  the  a6l,  impofing  a  tax  on 
"  Receipts," 

Mr.  Saw-  Alderman  Sawhridge  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion. 
The  Alderman  faid  he  likewife  had  received  the 
in{lru(5lions  of  his  conftituents  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  repeal  of  the  Receipt  Tax,  which  they 
with  great  juftice  in  his  opinion  complained  of  as 
an  unequal  and  oppreflive  import.  He  hoped 
therefore  the  Houfe  would  adopt  the  motion. 

^'^:'  \^'-         Mr.  Lorraine  Smith  hid.  he  had  the  inftruc- 

rainc  ism:[h. 

tions  of  his  conftituents  to  fupport  the  motion.  He 
rofe  therefore  to  obey  them.  Mr.  Smith  faid, 
the  tax  fell  twenty-fold  on  the  confumer,  who 
could  not  by  any  means  contrive  to  repay  and  in- 
demnify himfelf:  he  therefore  thought,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  juftice  and  fairnefs,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed. 
Capt.  Cer-  Captain  Bcrkekv  faid,  notwithftanciinff  what  had 
been  urged,  he  trufted  the  reports  of  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer's  having  an  inclination  to  re- 
peal the  tax  were  falfe,  and  that  he  would  by  no 
means  confent  to  give  up  one  of  the  bell  taxes  ever 
impofed  on  the  fubic(!l.  If  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  had  any  fuch  intention,  he  would  op- 
pofe  it  to  the  utmoft,  becaufe  he  highly  approved 
of  the  tax,  and  had  done  fo  from  the  firU.  No 
compl  aints  were  made  of  it  in  the  county  he  had 
the  honour  to  reprefent.  The  city  of  Gloucefter^ 
indeed  had   formerly  oppofed  it,  but   they    were 

now 
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now  come  to  their  fenfes,  and  were  perfe6lly  quiet 
upon  the  fubjed. 

The    Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer   aflured   the  ^^r.  w. 
Honourable  Gentleman,  that   whatever  reports  of 
his  having  an  inclination  to  repeal  the  Tax,  might 
have  reached  his  ears,  or  thofe  of  the  worthy  Al- 
derman, who  had  made  the  motion,  he  need  be 
under   no  apprehenfions,   that   he    was  about  to 
give  his  confent  to  the  repeal  of  a   Tax  likely  to 
be  extremely  produ6live,  and   which  in  his  mind 
afforded  very  little  ground  of  juft  complaint.     He 
might  have  faid,  what  it    was    natural    for  every 
other  perfon  in  his  fituation  to  have  faid,  when  he 
heard  that   the  tax  was  difliked,    and   complained 
of,  viz.  that  it  gave   him   great   concern   to  find 
it  was  not  approved,  and  that  if  a   better  tax  could 
be  propofed,  he  fnould  be  glad  to  repeal  the  one 
and  adopt  the  other  :  but  before  he  did  confent  to 
repeal   the  Receipt  Tax,  it   was   undoubtedly    his 
duty  to  be  fo  far  affured,  as  to  entertain  a  reafonable 
hope,  at  leaft,  that    there  was    another  tax,  that 
would  be  more   equal,  more    eafy,   and    equally 
produ6live.     That  was,  he  feared,    very  far  From 
being  the  cafe.     But   fo  little  inclined   was  he  to 
give  way  upon  the    prefent    occafion,  that  he  had 
no  fuch  intention  ;  he  never  had  oppofed  the  tax, 
though  when  it   was  originally  propo4^d,  he  had 
entertained  confiderable  doubts  of  its  turning  out 
fo  produftive    as   it  was  imagined  it  would  prove. 
Thofe  doubts  had  unfortunately  been  verified,  but 

every 


So  PARLIAMENTARY        [A.  1784. 

every  new  tax  was  an  experiment,  and  necelTavily 
and  unavoidably  liable  to  imperfeftions,  in  the  firft 
trial  of   it.     Nothing,  therefore,  had  happened  re- 
fpefting  the  Receipt  Tax,  but  what  every  new  tax 
was  liable  to.     In  confequence  of  the   regulations 
that    the    Legiflature  had  made   upon     the    fub- 
jeft,  the  tax    had  been    rendered    infinitely  more 
efficacious  than  it  had    been,    and    it    was    now 
growing     more    and   more    produ6live.       About 
twelve  thoufand  pounds  had   been  leceived  upon 
it  in  town  only,  fince  the  24th  of  March  lall,  when 
the  new   Bill   commenced    its  operation;  its  pro- 
duce, therefore,  as  far  as   had   been    feen  at  pre- 
fent,  amounted  to  one    hundred   thoufand  a  year, 
and  as  he  could  not  conceive  it  had  yet  had  a  fair 
tiial,  he  was  inclined    to  believe  that  its  produce 
would   continue    to    increafe,  and  become    a  flill 
greater  objetl  than  it  was   already.     He  declared, 
he  was  willing  alfo  to  believe  that  it  was  growing 
leD   unpopular,    and    that    the   prejudices    raifcd 
ap-ainft   it  were  diminifliing  daily.     To  give  up  a 
tax  fo    produdive  therefore,  lb  important  in  its 
produce,  and    fo    equal    and     fo  ea(y  in  its  bur. 
then,  at  a  time  when  other  new  taxes  mufl.  necefla- 
rily  be  impofed,  and  when  we  had  no  refources  to 
wafle,  would,  he  flattered  himfelf,  neither  be  deem- 
ed prudent  nor  advifeable  by  the  Houfe.     For  that 
reafon,  he  fliould  think  he    did   no  more  than  his 
duty  in  oppofing    any  motion  that  had  the  repeal 
of  the  Receipt  Tax  for  its  objeft. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Macnamara  faid,  no  man  would  be  more  Mr.  Macna. 
willing  to  fupport  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle-™*"' 
man  m  every  meafure  that  he  ftiould  propofe,  and 
which  fhould  appear  likely  to  promote  the  pub' 
lie  good,  than  he  would  ;  but,  on  the  prefent  oc- 
calion,  having  received  the  inflru6):ions  of  his  con- 
flituents,  a  very  worthy  and  refpeftabic  body 
of  men,  to  exert  his  endeavours  to  obtain  the  re- 
peal of  the  Tax  on  Receipts,  he  held  himfelf 
bound  to  obey  thofe  in(lru£lions,  and  to  fupport 
the  motion,  Mr.  Macnamara  declared,  that  in 
his  judgment  the  inftrudtions  of  conftituents  up- 
on the  fubjeft  of  taxes  ought  to  be  religioufly  obey- 
ed. The  Receipt  Tax  was  found  to  be  a  tax 
partially  operating  upon  men  in  trade  and  bufi- 
nefs  ;  every  gentleman,  therefore,  who  repre- 
fented  either  a  city  or  a  borough,  in  which  men 
of  trade  and  bufinefs  refided,  ought  to  feel  as  a 
man  of  trade  and  bufinefs  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  and  to  do  his  utmoft  to  obtain  relief  for  his 
conftituents.  He  rofe  for  that  purpofe,  and 
Ihould  certainly  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Baring  faid,  he  had  the  curiofity  to  exa- Mr.  BaH/ig, 
mine  his  own  books,  and  to  fee  how  many  Re- 
ceipts he  gave  in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  and  he 
found  them  to  amount  to  upwards  of  twelve  thou- 
fand,  the  cofl;  of  ft  amps  for  which  would  be  four 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  He  faid,  he  could 
not  eafily  di{re6l  that  fum  fo  as  to  come  at  the  pre- 
cife  portion  of  it  that  fell  on  himfelf,  but  he 
Vol.  II.  G  had 
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had  examined  it  fo  far  as  to  difcover,  that  not  a 
fiftieth  part  of  it  fell  upon  himfelf  •,  the  refl  was 
fpread  and  difieminated  in  trifling  amounts  among 
an  infinite  number  of  diEFerent  perfons.  Mr* 
Baring  fpoke  highly  of  the  Tax,  as  an  eafy  and 
excellent  impofl;. 
Capt.  John        Captain  John  Luttrell  faid,    he    had    received 

LatCrell.  . 

a  letter  from  his  Conllituents,  on  the  fubjeft  un- 
der difcuffion,  and  as  it  contained  fentiments  en- 
tirely different  from  thofe  v.hi.ch  the  Houfe  had 
that  day  heard  from  moft  of  the  Gentlemen,  who 
had  fpoken  upon  the  prefent  motion,  he  would 
read  it  as  a  part  of  his  fpeech.  Mr.  Luttrell  then 
read  a  letter  from  Stockbridge,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  an  application  having  been  made 
to  fhe  corporation  of  that  Borough  by  Alderman 
Saupderfon,  to  defire  they  would  inftrudt  their 
reprefentatives  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
the  Receipt  Tax  A6f,  and  annexing  a  copy  of  the 
anfwer  tranfmitted  to  the  Alderman  by  the  Mayor 
^n4  Aldermen  of  Stockbridge.  The  anfwer  was  a 
very  fenfible  compofition ;  it  ftated,  that  the  Bo- 
rough of  Stockbridge  had  fent  its  reprefentatives 
to  Pavliament  unfettered  by  inftru6lions  of  any 
kind,  becaufe  the  ele£lors  were  fatisfied  that  their 
Reprefentatives  would  do  their  duty,  and  aft  for 
tbe  good  of  the  nation,  and  becaufe,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  Eleflors  were  confcious  that  their  Repre- 
fentatives muft  be  much  more  competent  tojudge 
what  was  right  for  them  to  do  in  Parliament^  than 

they 
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they  could  pretend  to  be.  With  regard  to  the 
Receipt  Tax,  the  corporation  of  Stockbridge  de- 
clared they  confidered  is  as,  a  light  and  eafy  tax, 
far  preferable  to  an  increafe  of  the  duties  on  Cuf- 
toms  and  Excife,  and  by  no  means  to  be  com- 
plained of.  Having  read  the  letter,  Mr.  Luttrell 
faid,  he  would  add  nothing  to  it,  but  a  declara- 
tion that  he  for  one  (liould  oppofe  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he    did   not  mean  to   take  up  a  Mr.  Fok, 
deal  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  upon   a    fubje£l  that 
had  been  at  diEFerent  times  fo  fully  difcufiTed  with- 
in thofe  walls :  he  rofe  to  exprefs  his  fatisfa6lion,  at 
what  had   fallen  from   the  Right   Hon.    Gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer,  and  to  point 
out  to  the  Houfe,  the  extreme   abfurdity,  as  well 
as  the   infinite  inconvenience,  that  it  was  obvious 
mufl  arife,   if  Members,  on    every  occafion,  with* 
out  confulting   their  own  judgment  at    all,   paid 
obedience  to   the  inflru6iionsof  their  conftituents. 
It  was  plain,  from  what  had  pad'ed  that  day,    that 
as  every  tax  would    be  found  irkfome  to  fome  de- 
fcription    of  people    or  other,     Members  would 
conftantly   be   inRruded   to  oppofe  every  tax  that 
could  be  propofed.     The   confequence   would  be, 
if  the  Oppofition  prevailed,  the  New  Tax  of  one 
year   would  be   forced  to  be    repealed  the  next* 
'and  fo  on  ad  injinitum^  by   which  means  the  finan~ 
ces  of  this    country  mull  be  totally  ruined,  and 
we  could  have  no    hope  of   recovering  ourfelves. 
He    was  happy,  therefore,    to  fee  the  Right  Hon. 
G   2  Gentleman 
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Gentleman    ftand   up    and    oppofe    this   attempt 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the   Receipt  Tax ;  and  he 
could  not   fufficiently  applaud  the  very  great  can- 
dour of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  in  his  admif- 
fion,  that  the   Tax  on  Receipts,  like   every  other 
new   tax,    was  liable   to   no   other  imperfe6lions, 
than  fuch  as  were,   and  muft  naturally  be,   infepa- 
rable  from  all  experiments.     A  better  tax,  a  tax 
more  juft,   and   lefs  oppreffive,    he,   in   his  con- 
fcience,  believed  had  never  been  propofed.     That 
it  would  become  more  and  more  produclive  he  al- 
fo  verily  believed  ;    and  he  had  as  little  doubt  but 
its  popularity  would    daily  increafe.      That  it  had 
been  exceedingly  unpopular  was  certainly  the  fadl ; 
and  thatthofe  who  projefted  it  had  fuffered  for  it, 
he  well  knew  ;   for  upon  his  canvas,   he  found  a 
great   number   of  thofe  whom  he  could  not  help 
calling  his  conflituents,  extremely  adverfe  to  it,  and 
firmly  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  bad  and  an  oppref- 
five tax.     Their  prejudices,  however,   he  had  no 
doubt  would   wear    away ;  for   the  fa6l  was,  that 
while   the   tax   was  not  paid,  it  was  pretty  gene- 
rally afFefted  to  be  clamoured  againtV,   and  was 
deemed  unpopular;  v/hereas   the  inftant  fuch  re- 
gulations were   made    as   enforced  the  payment  of 
the  tax,  it   became  lefs  unpopular.     Mr.  Fox  de- 
clared, that  if  Mr.  Pitt   had  expreflfed  an  inten- 
tion to  confent  to  the  repeal   of  the  tax,  highly  as 
he  approved  the  tax,  he  fhould  not  have  oppofed 
its    repeal,    becaufe    he  fhould    have    fo   much 

confidence 
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confidence  in  any  perfon  in  his  high  ofBce,  as  to 
have  taken  it  for  granted,  he  would  not  confent  to 
repeal  one  tax,  without  having  another  to  pro- 
pofe,  that  would  at  leaft  prove  equally  produc- 
tive. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  fupported  the  motion,  sir  Matthew 

.  .  White  Rid- 

having  been  inflrufted  fo  to  do  by  his  conilituents.  ley. 
Sir  Matthew  fiud,  he  difliked  the  tax,  on  account 
of  the  punifhment  it  had  drawn  on  the  perfon  who 
propofed  it;  as  fevere  a  puniQiraent,  in  his  opinion, 
as  could  befall  any  Gentleman,  viz.  the  lofs  of  his 
feat  in  Parliament.  The  public  alfo,  though  per- 
fe6lly  innocent,  were  treated  as  a  particcps  criminiSy 
and  involved  in  the  punilhment,  by  being  de- 
prived of  the  fervice  of  as  able  and  as  upright  a 
Member  of  Parliament  as  ever  fat  within  thofe 
walls,  for  fuch  he  conceived  it  would  be  univeifally 
admitted  the  Noble  Lord  in  queftion  was. 

Alderman  Wat/on  faid,  he  had  likewife  been  Mr.  Wat- 
inRrufted  by  his  conilituents  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  a  repeal  of  the  Receipt  Tax ;  he  rofe 
therefore  to  fupport  the  motion.  The  Alderman 
faid,  whenever  the  clear  decided  fenfe  of  his  con- 
ilituents could  be  colleded,  he  held  himfelf  bound 
to  obey  it ;  or  if  his  own  judgment  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  do  fo,  he  gave  them  an  opportunity  of 
chooling  another  Reprefentative. 

Mr.  Coiirl7iey  Yoi'e  with  his  wonted   gravity,   and  Mr.  Court- 
faid,  he  wondered    not   at  the  complaints   men  in 
trad*  and  bufmefs  made  againft  the  Receipt  Tax  -, 
G   3  it 
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it  was  undoubtedly  an  infringement  on  their  ex- 
clufive  privileges.  Gentlemen  well  knew,  that 
when  any  new  tax  was  laid  on  the  public,  the 
tradefmen  who  dealt  in  the  article  taxed,  always 
made  it  the  fource  of  great  advantage  to  them- 
felves,  by  laying  a  tax  upon  the  tax  ;  now  the  Re- 
ceipt Tax,  happening,  unfortunately  to  be  fo  con- 
flituted,  that  no  advantage  whatever  could  be 
made  of  it,  and  no  more  could  be  raifed  on  the 
public  than  the  precife  price  of  the  ftamp  for  the 
receipt,  it  certainly  was  a  great  hardlhip  and  a  very 
ferious  grievance  to  men  in  trade  and  bufmefs ;  he 
wondered  not  therefore  at  the  prefent  endeavours 
to  get  it  repealed;  Another  circumftance  that 
marked  the  Receipt  Tax  as  particularly  invidious 
and  unfair,  was  the  exemption  of  the  poor  from 
paying  it.  Why  fiiould  that  di  Hind  ion  be 
made.  It  was  an  invidious  one  ;  and  he  had  no. 
doubt  it  was  from  a  confidcration  of  this  injuf- 
tice  to  the  poor,  that  the  opulent  tradefmen  were 
fo  defirous  of  having  the  tax  repealed.  Thefe  two 
circumftances,  hewasperfuaded  occafioned  thatdif- 
like  which  prevailed  againdthe  tax  ;  and  the  Houfe 
had  fo  much  jutiicc,  that  he  flattered  himfclfji 
they  would  feel  the  weight  of  fuch  powerful  ob- 
jedions,  and  repeal  the  tax  immediately. 
Mr.  Thorn-  Ml'-  Thoriilon  faid,  he  did  not  think  the  tax 
^"^'^  fufficiently  produflive   to   atone  for  the  inconve- 

nience it  was  attended  with;   if  it  were,  he  (hould 
confider  that  as  a  rcafon   for  continuing  it  j  but 


Hi 
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as  the  cafe  flood  at  prefent,  he  would  vote  for  the 
motion. 

Mr.   Miines  declared,    that  propofing   the   Re- Mr-Miines. 
ceipt  Tax   was  not    the    principal   caufe   of  Lord 
John  Cavendldi  lofing  his  eleclion  for  the  City  of 
York,  though  he  admitted  it  contributed  to  it. 

S'w  Edward  yf/I ley  Ciud',  the  Tax   was  not  com- sir  Edward 
plained  of  in  the  county  where  he  lived  ;   on  the 
contrary,  every   landholder  and  larmer,  &c.   that 
he  had   talked   with  upon   the  fubjeSl,  highly  ap- 
proved of  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  if  the  prin-  ^f"".  w. 
cipal  objedion  entertained  agairifl:  the  Tax  by  his 
Hon.  Friend  near  hinnf,  (Mr,  Thornton)  arofe 
from  its  not  bt^ing  more  produ6live,  that  objediori 
xvould  be  weakened  every  day,  as  he  had  not  the 
finallefl;  doubt  but  the  produce  of  the  Tax  would 
daily  increafe. 

Mr.  Hn£ey  faid,  his  fentiments  refpeding  the  ^i"- ^"^«y^ 
Receipt  Tax  were  well  known,  but  he  could  not 
help  remarking,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  truth 
in  what  had  beerr  faid  ironically  by  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman above  him.  The  tax  wasdiQiked,  becaufe 
the  poor  were  exempted  from  the  payment  of  it. 
He  really  believed  much  of  the  objection  to  it 
arofe  from  that  very  circumft^nce.  With  regard 
to  what  an  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  of  the  con- 
fumer's  paying  it  twenty-fold,  that  mufl  be  a  mif- 
take,  the  Receipt  itfelf  bore  the  amount  of  its  cod 
upon  the  face  oi  it,  and  no  perfon  could  pay  more 
G  4  than 
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than  the  price  fixed  by  the  Aft  of  Parliament. 
The  principle  of  the  tax  Mr.  Hufley  declared  to 
be  an  excellent  one.  He  had,  on  a  former  occa- 
£on,  propofed  an  amendment  to  it,  which  had 
been  adopted,  and  which  he  underflood  had  a  very 
good  efFeft,  adding  confiderably  to  its  produce. 
The  fum  it  was  likely  to  bring  in  upon  the  whole 
was,  he  had  been  told,  infinitely  larger  than  it  had 
been  given  for ;  it  amounted,  as  he  had  heard,  to 
five  hundred  thouGmd  pounds  a  year,  which  was 
a  clear  gain  to  the  public  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds.  This,  certainly,  circumftanced 
as  the  country  was,  mull  be  deemed  a  very  bene- 
ficial aid  to  the  revenue,  and  ought  not  to  be  parted 
with  lightly  ;  but,  neverthelefs,  had  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer  Cgnified 
an  intention  to  repeal  the  tax,  he  (hould  have  had 
his  fupport,  and  that  becaufe  he  fliould  have  taken 
it  for  granted  that  he  had  fome  other  tax  to  pro- 
pofe,  which  he  was  fatisfied  would  prove  equally 
productive,  and  be  lefs  objeftionable.  Mr.  Huffey 
faid  farther,  that  if  any  fuch  tax  fliould  hereafter 
fuggefl  itfelf  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  he 
hoped  the  Receipt  Tax  would  be  repealed.  He 
thought  it  ought,  becaufe  let  him  approve  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  tax  ever  fo  highly,  if  that  tax  was  found 
to  irritate  the  people,  and  they  complained  of  it,  - 
in  his  mind  that  was  a  very  good  reafon,  and  a  fuf- 


ficient  one  for  repealing  it. 


The 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe   to  explain.  Mr.  w. 

Pitt 
He  conceived,  that  when  the   Hon.   Gentleman, 

who  fpoke  laft,  talked  of  the  produce  of  500,000!. 
a  year,  he  meant  the  produce  of  all  the  Stamp 
Duties  of  the  laft  year.  Certainly  the  Receipt 
Tax  alone  had  not  yet  produced  in  any  thing  like 
the  proportion  of  that  fum.  The  utmoft  that  had 
been  received  in  any  one  week  for  the  Receipt  Tax, 
appeared  from  papers,  which  he  had  in  his  hand, 
to  have  been  2,20ol.  in  town.  He  repeated  it,  that 
the  whole  produce,  at  the  principal  office  in  Lon- 
don, fmce  the  24th  of  March  laft,  had  been  about 
twelve  thoufand  pounds,  and  he  rated  the  country 
produce  to  be  half  that  of  London,  fo  that  at 
prefent  the  whole  produce  he  took  to  be  better  than 
after  the  rate  of  ioo,oocl.  a  year,  and,  as  he  had 
before  faid,  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  increafe. 

Alderman  Newnham  took  notice  of  its  having  wr. Newn- 
been  faid  in  the  debate,  that  the  great  landholders 
did  not  complain  of  the  tax.  He  declared  he 
fhould  have  wondered  if  they  had,  becaufe  the  tax 
was  not  felt  by  them;  the  complaints  againft  it 
came  from  men  in  trade,  upon  whom  it  bore  hard, 
while  it  did  notafFeft  the  rich  orentlemen. 

o 

Alderman  Sawbridge  denied  the  fatt,   that  the  Mr.  Sa.»- 
poor    did   not  contribute    to   the    tax.       He  faid,  ^'^*' 
though  the  poor  were  exempted  from  the  payment 
of  the   Receipt    Tax,  in  the   fird:  inftance,  by  all 
Receipts    for  lefs    than   forty   (hillings  being  ex- 
empted from   (lamp  duty,  yet  the  tradefmen,  who 

paid 
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paid  the  tax,  mufl  neceflarily  exonerate  themfelves, 
and  confequently  they  hid  it  upon  the  commodities 
they  dealt  in,  which  the  poor  bought  as  well  as  the 
rich. 

At  length  the  queflion  was  put, 

Ayes,  —  29 

Noes,         —         — ■         118 

Majority,  —  89 

COMMITTEE      ON     SMUGGLING. 

Mr.  w.  The  Chancelbr  of  the   Exchequer   faid,  that  the 

preparation  of  what  he  intended  to  propol'e  on  this 
very  important  fubjeft  to  the  Houfe,  had  taken 
more  time  than  he  had  originally  thought :  bet  his 
anxiety  to  avoid  bringing  any  thing  crude  and  im- 
perfeft  before  the  tioufe  would,  he  trufled,  be  a 
fufficicnt  apology  : — In  the  meafure  intended  to  be 
taken  refpcding  the  Tea  Duties,  it  was  difficult  to 
obtain  information  which  did  not,  in  every  refped, 
leave  an  uncertainty  that  he  was  anxious  to  remove. 
He  would,  however,  endeavour  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter forward  on  Monday. 

Mr. Eden.  Mv.EdcTi  bcggcd  Icavc  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  what  had  now  dropt  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Nothing  but  an  unv/illingnefs  to  Teem  to 
cavjl  at  plans  which  he  had  had  forae  little  fhare 
in  oiiginating,  prevented  his  taking  notice  fome 
days  ago,  when  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  firil 
gave  intimatioi)  of  his  intended  Bill,  that  many  ef- 

lential 
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fential  confide  rations  feemed  to  be  omitted.  He  had 
alwavs  thought,  that  it  would  be  a  moft  imperfed 
fydem  to  alttmpt  a  forcible  extirpation  of  Smug- 
ghng,  without  lefTening  the  temptation  at  the  fame 
time  :  the  clandeftine  trade  in  teas,  was  the  great 
fupport  of  this  evil,  which  now  feemed  to  be  de- 
It  roying  the  very  vitals  of  the  revenue  •,  and  it  was 
at  the  fame  time  a  fupport  to  the  foreign  compa- 
nies, in  their  competition  with  our  Eaft-India 
Company.  For  this  reafon,  the  late  Comniittce 
on  the  fubjecl  in  queflion,  had  given  a  particular 
attention  to  the  reduQion  of  the  tea  duties.  That 
Committee  had  combined  fuch  a  reduclion,  with 
the  hope  of  thereby  alfo  opening  extenlive  means 
of  honeil  employment,  to  an  able  and  active  fet  of 
men,  v,'ho,  though  now  engaged  in  fmuggling, 
would  be  an  ufeful  acceflion  to  increafed  fleets  of 
Eaft-India  ihips,  if  the  China  trade  could  be  in- 
creafed. He  hoped  alfo,  that  the  intended  mea- 
fure  would  be  accompanied  with  a  general  indem- 
nity and  complete  pardon  for  all  pall  offences  com- 
mitted by  the  fmugglers.  He  would  only  add  far- 
ther, that  the  whole  would  be  incomplete,  unlefs 
a  full  explanation  could  be  obtained  with  Ireland  : 
the  Report  in  queUion  dated  repeatedly  and  ear- 
netll^,  that  fuch  an  explanation  was  necelTary. 
He  had  taken  occafion,  during  the  three  lad  Sef- 
lions,  to  repeat  an  earned  hope  of  a  full  difcuffion 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  filial  fsfttlement  of 

all 
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all  the  important  queflions,  relative  to  their  refpec- 
tive  revenues  and  commerce. 

Mr.  w.  The    Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,    that  he 

hoped  gentlemen,  in  their  readinefs  to  give  coun- 
fel,  would  not  fuggeft  difficulties.  As  to  the  re- 
duftion  of  the  Tea  Duties,  he  certainly  had  al- 
luded to  it  when  he  originally  opened  the  prefent 
meafures  ;  and  a  reduction  of  this  and  other  du- 
ties had  long  ago  been  recommended  by  a  Noble 
Friend  near  him  (Tord  Mahon).  He  was  now- 
happy  to  forefee,  that  fuch  an  idea  was  likely  to 
find  more  advocates  from  the  labours  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  and  of  the  late  Committee. 

SirEduard  S\x  Edward  Jjlky  {^\6.,  that  when  a  reduction  of 
duties  had  originally  fome  years  ago  been  men* 
tioned  by  the  Noble  Lord,  it  had  been  fcouted  by 
the  Noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  and  his  friends. 

Mr.'Dcmp-  Mr.  Dcmpjlev  faid,  that  he  thanked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  bringing  forward  this 
bufinefs  with  all  due  expedition.  But  he  concur- 
red with  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  in  a  wifh  to  fee 
fome  plan  of  good  underllanding  on  revenue  and 
commerce  with  Ireland.  All  accounts  ihewed  that 
kingdom  to  be  diffatisfied  :  he  fmcerely  wiflied  that 
Parliamentary  Comniiffioners  could  be  named  in, 
the  courfe  even  of  the  prefent  Sellion. 

L  o  A  N. 


Aftley. 


fie 


Mr.  She-         Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  as  they  were  on  the  fubjeft  of 
finance,  he  would  beg  leave  to  enquire  of   the 


ridan. 


Right 


A.  1784.1  DEBATES.  93 

Riaht  Hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Exche- 
quer, when  he  intended  to  bring  forward  the  Loan, 
and  the  meafures  of  Finance,  which  muft  necef- 
farily  be  propofed  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  Houfe,  Mr.  w. 

.  .  Pitt. 

he  trufted,  were  fufhciently  aware  of  the  delicacy 
of  the  fubje£b,  and  would  think  he  did  no  more 
than  his  duty  in  refufing  to  mention  any  prccife 
day  on  which  he  Ihould  open  the  Budget,  as  it  was 
called,  becaufe  the  doing  fo,  any  long  time  pre- 
vious to  the  day  dedined  to  that  buiinefs,  could 
not  but  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience,  and 
be  productive  of  much  improper  condu6l  without 
doors.  He  flattered  himfelf,  however,  that  the 
day  was  at  no  great  diftance,  when  he  fhould  be 
able  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  every  thing  he  had  to 
fay  on  the  fubje61:  of  the  Loan,  and  the  other  con- 
fiderations  of  finance,  which  he  meant  to  bring 
forward.  When  he  was  quite  ready,  the  Houfe 
might  be  alTured  he  would  give  them  a  few  days 
previous  notice. 

SUGAR      COLONIES. 

A  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  landed  eftates 
in  his  Majefty's  Sugar  Colonies,  and  of  the  Mer- 
chants of  London  trading  thereto,  and  other  per- 
fons  interefted  therein,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  on  behalf  of  themfclves  and  others, 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting 
forth,  that  the  petitioners,  or  their  anceftors,  have 

invefted 
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invefted  fhcir  fortunes  in  the  fettlement,  cultivation, 
and  commerce  of  the  faid  colonics,  to  the  extent, 
upon   the  mofl   moderate   computation,  of  more 
than  505000,0001.  ilerling,  whereby   the   faid  co- 
lonies, and  the  commerce  thereon  dependent,  have 
become  the  moft  confiderable  fource  of  navigation 
and  national  u'eakh    which  Great-Britain   pofiefiTes 
out  of  the  hmits  of  the  mother  country  ;  and  that 
whilft  the  faid  colonies,  as  well  diredly  as  through 
the  medium  of  other  dependent  branches  of  trade, 
afford  a  market  for  Britifh  manufa6lures  to  a  very 
great  amount,  and  conftant  em.ployment  for  more 
than  100,00c  tons  of  fiiipping,  in  the  direct  intef- 
courfe  between  Great  Britain  and  the  faid  colonics, 
the  clear  income  of  the  eftates  in  the  faid  colonies, 
after  defraying  the  expences  of  thofe  who  are  ne- 
ceflarily  refident   there,  is  almoft  entirely  fpent  in 
the  mother    country ;     wherefore   the   petitioners 
conceive,  that  no  part  of  the  national  property  can 
be  more   beneficially  employed  for  the  public  than 
theirs,  nor  any  interefts  better  entitled  to  the  pro- 
te6lion  ol  the  Legiflature ;    and   that  the   difaflers 
and  expcrces  of  the  late  war,  coinciding  with  many 
natural  calamities,  and  with  the  effe£l;  of  the  heavy 
increafe  of  duties  impoied  upon  the  flaple  articles 
of  their  produce,  have  reduced  the   petitioners   to 
great  diftrefs  and  difficulty,  and  endanger  their  abi- 
lity, without   relief  from   Parliament,  to   carry  on 
the  cultivation    of  the  faid   iflands,  which    failing, 
the  navigation,  and  all   the  other  fubordinate  in- 

terells 
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terefts  and  advantages  dependent  on  the  cultiva- 
tion, mufl;  fail  with  it ;  and  that  the  faid  fugar 
colonies  cannot  produce  any  quantity  of  provifions 
at  all  adequate  to  their  wants,  without  mifapplying 
thereto  that  culture  which  the  public  good  requires 
to  be  appropriated  to  thofe  articles  of  commerce 
which  that  climate  alone  produces  ;  and  that  Bar- 
badoes  and  the  Leeward  Iflandsdo  not  afford  any 
fupply  of  lumber  whatever;  and  that  the  laid  fu- 
gar colonies  never  have  been,  and,  to  the  perfedt 
convi6vion  of  the  petitioners,  never  can  be  fup- 
plfed,  fo  as  ileadily  to  fupport  the  culture  thereof 
with  lumber  and  provifions  from  any  other  coun- 
tries but  thofe  which  form  the  United  Stales  of 
America,  feeing  that  the  Gulph  and  River  of  St. 
Lawrence  are  frozen  up  half  the  year,  and  that  the 
open  half  includes  the  hurricane  months  in  the 
Wed-Indies ;  and  that  the  want  of  inhabitants, 
and  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  as  well  in  Nova- 
Scotia  as  in  Canada,  fruftiate  all  juli  expectation 
of  thofe  colonies  becoming  fpeediiy,  if  ever,  pro- 
du6live,  to  any  confiderable  degree,  of  thofe  ar- 
ticles of  which  the  WcH-Indies  fland  in  need;  and 
that  the  faid  fugar  colonies  never  have  paid,  and, 
to  the  perfe£l  convidion  of  the  petitioners,  never 
can  pay  for  fuch  lumber  and  provifions,  but  by 
that  part  of  their  produce  which,  being  Ojperfmous 
to  Great-Britain,  has  never  found  a  market  therein, 
confifting  chiefly  of  rum,  of  which  the  dominions 
now   forming   the   United  States  ufed,  in  tim.e   of 

peace. 
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peace,  to  confume  a  greater  quantity  than  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  did,  even  before  the  confump- 
tion  in  Great  Britain  was  difcouraged  by  the  heavy 
duties  impofed  thereon,  to  the  equal  detriment  of 
the  revenue  and  of  the  interefts  of  the  petitioners  ; 
and,  this  fuperfluous  produce,  if  not  confumed  in 
Great  Britain,  or  the  dominions  of  the  United 
States,  muft  be  loft,  feeing  that  the  confumption 
of  the  additional  inhabitants  which  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia  may  acquire,  can  amount  but  to  a 
mere  trifle ;  thus  the  value  of  the  fupplies,  which 
this  fuperfluous  produce  ought  to  pay  for,  would 
become  a  drain  of  fo  rnuch  cafli  from  the  mother 
country,  as  mud",  in  payment  for  fuch  lumber  and 
provifions,  be  drawn  out  of  what  would  otherwife 
reft  in  Great  Britain,  of  the  value  of  the  remain- 
ing produce  of  the  fugar  colonies  fold  there,  and 
which  would  be  paid,  through  the  medium  of  Ame- 
rica, to  the  French,  and  other  foreign  fugar  co- 
lonies, for  fupplies  fimilar  to  that  which  we  ftiould 
thus,  in  the  firft  inftance,  throw  away;  and  that 
the  intercourfe  naturally  arifing  out  of  thefe  mu- 
tual wants  of  his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies  and  the 
dominions  now  forming  the  United  States  of  Arae- 
lica;  was,  in  time  of  peace,  chiefly  carried  on  by 
American  (hipping,  of  which  a  large  proportion 
confifted  of  floops,  fchooners,  and  other  fmall 
veflTels,  adapted  to  the  cheap  conveyance  of  bulky 
commodities  for  a  fhort  navigation,  and  not  at  all 
fit  for,  or  employed  in,  the  conveyance  of  fugar 

from 
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from  the  Weft- Indies  to  Europe,  but  which  took 
back  the  returns  for  their  own  cargoes  in  the  fuper- 
fluous  produce  before  mentioned  ;  and  that,  al- 
thoug^h  the  dire6l  intercourfe  with  America  in  Ame- 
rican  fhips  is,  by  his  Majefl:y*s  proclamation,  freely- 
permitted  to  the  peHtioners'  fellow  fubjefts,  not 
only  in  Great  Britain  but  in  Ireland,  it  is  with-held 
from  the  petitioners,  to  whom,  of  all  his  Majeily's 
fubje61;s,  it  is  the  mofl:  eflential ;  and,  the  faid  in- 
tercourfe ftands  reftrained  to  Britifh-built  fhips, 
by  which,  if  the  trade  were  to  be  carried  on,  they 
mufl  generally  proceed  from  Great-Britain  to  Ame- 
rica in  ballaft,  at  a  ruinous  expence,  and  greatly 
enhance  to  the  confumer  the  price  of  thofe  com- 
modities which  form  the  foundation  of  all  his  cul- 
ture, and  which  the  petitioners  fubmit  that  every 
principle  of  commercial  policy  coincides  in  re- 
quiring to  be  conveyed  to  his  hand  at  the  cheapeft 
rate  poffible  ;  and  that  additional  duties  upon  the 
confumption  of  the  faid  fuperfluous  produce  of  his 
Majefty's  fagar  colonies  in  the  American  domi- 
nions, and  on  BritiQi  (hips  trading  thither,  have 
been  impofed  upon  the  exprefs  ground  of  Great 
Britain  prohibiting  that  intercourfe  by  American 
veffels,  which  the  French  fugar  colonies  not  only 
admit,  but,  with  true  policy,  invite,  whereby  a 
preference,  mofl;  dangerous  to  our  eflential  inte- 
lelts,  is  cjiven  to  the  foreign  fugar  colonies  in  the 
demand  for  thofe  commodities  which  there  is  no  na- 
tural obflacle  to  their  fupplying  as  well  as  we  can. 
Vol.   II.  H  although 


0' 


9?  PARLIAMENTARY        [A.  1784. 

althiough  their  regulations  had  hitherto  prevented 
it;  and  that,  under  all  thefe  circumftances,  the 
petitioners  are  impelled,  by  every  public  as  well 
as  private  duty,  with  all  humility,  but  in  the  moil " 
explicit  terms,  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  if,  by 
means  of  this  prohibition,  the  Britidi  fugar  co-> 
lonies  are  deprived  of  a  market  for  that  part  of  their 
produce  which  is  fuperfluous  to  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  loaded  with  the  additional  expence  of 
procuring  lumber  and  provifions,  above  dated, 
which  feems  the  inevitable  confcquence  bf  perfe- 
vering  therein,  the  cultivation  of  feveral  of  the 
faid  fugar  colonies  cannot  be  carried  on  at  all,  nor 
any  of  them  to  advantage  ;  for  which  reafons  the 
petitioners  are  convinced,  and  fubmit  to  the  Houfe, 
that,  far  from  being  favourable  to  Britifli  naviga- 
tion, the  prohibition  in  queftion  is  big  with  de- 
ilrudion  to  one  of  its  principal  fources,  and,  if  it 
ftiould  be  perfiflcd  in,  his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies 
muft,  in  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  fink,  to- 
gether with  the  navigation,  revenues,  and  all  the 
complicated  public  interefls  thereon  dependent,  in 
one  common  ruin  with  the  piivate  fortunes  of  the 
petitioners ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  I  Joufe 
will  take  the  premifes  into  confideration,  and  give 
fuch  relief  therein  as  to  them  fiiall  feem  meet. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  petition  do  lie  upon  the 
table. 


Monday, 
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Monday,  June  21,  1784. 


SCOTCH      ELECTION. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  attending,  Mr.  D(fmj&- Mr.  Demp- 
/irr  proceeded  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  that  Sir 
Hedlor  Monro  was  unanimoufly  chofen  to  repre- 
fent  Invernefs,  Sec.  The  matter  of  delay  having 
been  explained  to  the  fatisfa6lion  of  the  Houfe, 
the  return  was  admitted. 


RECEIPT      TAX. 

Mr.  Whithread  complained  to  the  Houfe  of  the  Mr.  whit- 
praQice  of  many  perfons  in  trade,  by  whom  the 
Tax  on  Receipts  was  wholly  evaded;  while  others, 
who  were  willing  to  obey  the  laws  religioufly,  paid 
the  duty  on  Receipts.  He  then  held  in  his  hand  a 
paper,  which  he  had  received  from  a  friend,  that 
was  fubftantially  intended  for  a  Receipt,  though  in 
point  of  form  it  might  perhaps  not  be  thought  one  : 
the  form  of  it  was  this — "■  Memorandum. — So 
"  much    paid    on   fuch    a   day,    on    account    of 

«  Mr.   .  Witnels,  ***-*."     Now,  for  his 

part,  he  thought  himfelf  very  much  aggrieved  by 
this  practice,  becaufe,  while  he  faithfully  paid  the 
tax,  it  was  evaded  by  his  neighbours.  He  faid  he 
would  not  mention  the  names  of  thofe  in  whofe 
houfe  this  memorandum  was  given  ;  it  was  enough 
for  him  to  fay  it  was  a  houfe,  which  was  generally 
H  2  under- 
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underflood  to  clear  little  fhort  of  50,000!.  a  year. 
This  pra£lice,  fo  far  from  being  confined  to  that 
houfe,  he  underflood  to  be  pretty  general,  and  to 
be  followed  in  moft  of  the  great  houfes  in  Lon- 
don. The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
ftated  the  tax  to  be  fo  far  improved,  as  to  produce 
1 20,cool.  a  )'ear ;  but  furely  if  the  praflice  of  pay- 
ing the  tax  was  as  general  as  was  that  of  evading 
ic,  it  would  not  be  too  much  to  fay,  that  it  would 
produce  a  million  fterling  a  year.  He  (aid  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  throw  out  thefe  obfervations, 
that  thofe  whofe  duty  it  more  particularly  was  to 
■watch  over  the  evafions  of  the  law,  might  turn 
their  attention  to  fuch  as  were  openly,  and  in  the 
face  of  day,  praQifed  with  refpe^l  to  the  Receipt 
Tax, 

Mr.  Hufley.  Mr.  Huffey  thought  the  Hon.  Member  had  done 
his  duty  in  throwing  out  thefe  obfervations  to  the 
Houfe  :  he  wiQied,  at  the  fame  time,  that  fome  of 
the  Crown  Lawyers  would  inform  the  Houfe  whe- 
ther, in  point  of  law,  fuch  a  memorandum  as  the 
Hon.  Member  had  ftated  could  be  confidered  as 
a  Receipt  within  the  Aft. 

Mr.  Arden.  The  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Arden)  joined  in 
commending  the  Hon.  Member  for  what  he  had 
communicated  to  the  Houfe.  As  to  the  memo- 
randum that  had  been  alluded  to,  and  which  the 
Hon.  Member  had  laid  before  him,  he  would  take 
time  to  confider  it ;  and  if  he  (houldbe  of  opinion 
that  it  was  a  Receipt  within  the  ftatute,  he  (hould 

certainly 
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certainly  profecute  the  perfon  who  had  given  it.  — • 
Here  the  bufinefs  reeled. 

SMUGGLING. 

The  Iloufe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to 
to  take  into  confideration  the  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Smuggling,  Mr.  Gilbert  in  the 
chair. 

The  Chancellor   of  the  Exchequer  then  rofe,   in  Mr.  w. 

Pit:. 

order,  he  faid,  to  propofe  a  meafure  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  revenue  of  this  country.  Fie 
confeflTed  that  he  was  not  very  fanguine  in  his  ex;- 
pedtations  ;  but  he  thought  it  a  duty  incumbent 
upon  him,  as  a  fervant  to  the  public,  to  fubmit 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee  any  pro- 
pofition  which  he  imagined  would  tend  to  cafe  the 
burthens  of  the  people.  It  was  his  wiQitodimi- 
nifh,  if  poffible,  the  taxes  which  were  at  prefent 
laid  on  the  nation  ;  but  if  that  appeared  to  be  im- 
pofTible,  he  would  endeavour  to  render  them  at 
leall:  more  agreeable  to  the  difpofitions  of  his  fel- 
low fubje6ts.  The  revenue  of  the  country  mufl 
be  fupported,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  pay  part 
of  the  national  debt,  and  eflablifh  or  fhengthen 
our  public  credit.  With  regard  to  the  many 
taxes  which  had  been  laid  on  the  people,  every 
gentleman  of  candour  mud  fee  the  propriety 
of  continuing  them  in  fome  meafure,  as  the  ftate 
of  our  credit  depended  on  the  hquidation  of  our 
debt.  Cut  he  was  forry  to   fay,  that  notwithftand- 

H  3  ing 
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ing  the  vigilance  of  former  Miniflers,  and  their 
defire  to  enforce  the  laws  ena£led  by  the  Legif- 
lators,  there  had  been  many  evafions  of  taxes,  par- 
ticularly fo  fcir  as  related  to  illicit  trade.  The 
fmiigglers  who  infelled  the  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  r\'^ere  fuch  a  lawlefs  fet  of  men,  and  fo 
bold  and  daring  in  their  proceedings,  that  fre- 
quently they  put  all  manner  of  legiflative  controul 
at  defiance ;  and  carried  on  their  illicit  praftices 
with  fuch  art  and  dexterity,  that  the  proper  offi- 
cers who  were  appointed  to  watch  and  check  their 
offences  againft  the  government,  too  often  exerted 
themfelvcs  in  vain.  The  propofition  which  he 
now  meant  to  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Committee,  would,  he  flattered  himfelf,  give  a 
blow  to  their  illicit  traffic,  efpecially  that  part  of 
it  which  related  to  TEA.  He  then  (hortly  men- 
tioned, that  he  intended  to  take  off,  in  fomc  mea- 
fure,  the  duty  on  tea,  and  fubllitute  another  tax, 
which  he  apprehended  would  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  tl:c  Committee,  and  be  approved  of  by 
the  country  at  large.  The  fmugglers  had  on  this 
article  alone  defrauded  the  public  of  very  confi- 
derable  fums  of  money,  and  confequently  the  re- 
venue had  fuffered  materially.  Tea  was  an  ar- 
ticle of  fuch  general  confumption  at  this  time,  that 
be  thpught  none  would  deny  the  propriety  of 
taxing  it  in  fome  fliape  or  other  ;  but  the  mode 
hitherto  adopted  had  proved  fo  ineffe6lual,  that  it 
was  neceffary  the  Legillature  fhould  either  amend 

the 
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the  law,    or  alter  it  in  fuch  a   manner  as   to    an- 

fwer  the  purpofes  for  which   it    was  enabled. . 

The  article  now  in  queftion  was  of  fuch  import- 
ance to  the  fmugglers,  that  it  might  with  great 
juftice  be  flud  to  be  the  chiet  fupport  of  that  dan- 
gerous body,  who  ufed  their  fraudulent  pradices 
with  fuch  alarming  fuccefs  a^ainil   the   revenue  of 

•J  D 

the  country.  It  was  queftioned  by  the  Commit- 
tee, who  had  been  employed  to  examine  into  the 
illicit  pradices  ufed  in  defrauding  the  revenue — 
Whether,  if  the  whole  duties  upon  tea,  payable 
both  to  Cufloms  and  Excife,  were  taken  oflF,  the 
revenue,  dependent  on  this  article  of  taxation, 
would  not  be  compenfated  by  the  refulting  advan- 
tages ?  They  further  obferved, — that  fuchamea- 
fure  would  undoubtedly  deprive  the  fmugglerof 
the  principal  inducement  to  his  practices,  fo  inju. 
rious  to  fair  trade  and  regular  commerce,  fo  perni- 
cious to  the  manners  and  morals  of  the  people,  and 
fo  dellru6live  of  all  good  government;  in  its  con- 
fequence,  it  would  alfo  prove  an  effcdual  relief  to 
the  Eail  India  Company,  and  would  be  peculiarly 
•well-timed,  as  no  lefs  than  twenty  fhips  are  expell- 
ed to  arrive,  within  a  fhort  period,  from  China  ; 
and  as  it  is  eflimated,  that  above  twenty  millions  of 
pounds  of  tea  may  be  in  the  Company's  ware- 
houfes,  unfold,  previous  to  the  next  September 
faie.  The,  future  and  permament  advantages  ac- 
cruing from  fuch  a  meafure,  both  to  that  Compa- 
ny, and  to  the  general   navigation    of   thefe  king- 
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doms;  and  alfo  by  retaining  a  very  confiderable 
fum,  which  is  now  annually  remitted  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  are  too  obvious  to  be  de- 
fcribed.  He  highly  approved  of  the  obfervations 
of  thofe  Gentlemen,  and  thought  their  advice  was 
very  falutary,  and  ought  to  be  particularly  attend- 
ed to. — By  fuch  a  plan,  it  feems  reafonablc  to 
prefume,  that  the  tea  legally  confumed  in  Great 
Britain,  would  not  be  lefs  than  thirteen  millions  of 
pounds  annually  -,  at  prefent  it  is  rather  lefs  than  fix 
millions  of  pounds.  The  legal  import  of  tea,  upon 
fuch  an  alteration,  would  employ  38  large  fhips,  and 
about  4,500  feamen  conftantly  in  the  China  trade^ 
inllead  of  18  fmaller  fhips,  and  about  2,000  fea- 
men.— The  revenue  this  article  had  produced  was 
between  7  and  8oo,oool.  per  annum  ;  but  if  legally 
confumed,  it  would  have  been  much  more  in  pro- 
portion. If  the  new  plan  which  was  meant  to 
be  adopted,  produced  an  increafe  of  confumption 
and  an  increafe  to  the  revenue,  inftead  of  a  dimi- 
nution, furely  it  deferved  the  ferious  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Committee.  Upon  an  average,  there 
were  about  13,000,000  pounds  confumed  an- 
nually, 5,500,000  pounds  of  which  could  only  be 
called  legal  confumption  ;  but  if  the  legal  con- 
fumption by  the  new  plan  would  amount  to  thir- 
teen millions  annually,  confequently  there  would 
be  an  increafe  of  revenue,  with  an  eafe  of 
taxation.  As  one  half  of  the  confumption, 
through  means  of  fmugglers,  efcaped  taxation, 
it    was    certainly    very    detrimental     to   the    fair 

trader;, 
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trader,  and  ought  to  be  remedied.  He  faid,  that 
the  public  revenue,  or  credit,  would  not  fuEFer  by 
the  alteration  about  to  be  propofed  ;  but  be  con- 
fiderably  improved.  It  would,  he  was  convinced, 
be  evident  to  every  gentleman  prefent,  that  the 
duty  on  tea  could  not  be  altogether  avoided,  as  it 
would  impair  the  public  revenue  ;  therefore  he 
propofed,  that  every  houfeholder  fhould  pay  ia 
proportion  to  the  windows  contained  in  his  houfe  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  there  (hould  be  an  in- 
creafe  of  the  Houfe  or  Window  Tax.  This  was  in- 
tended to  be  fubfl-ituted  in  place  of  the  duty  oti 
lea,  at  prefent  enforced,  and  was  to  be  confidered 
as  a  eompojition  for  the  liberty  of  drinking  the  com- 
modity in  queftion.  But  this  compofition  Vv'ould 
by^:.^  means  affe6l  the  poor  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, as  the  poiTeirors  of  thofe  houfes,  which  were 
not  included  in  the  Window  Tax,  would  be  ex- 
empted from  paying  duty  on  tea,  although  they 
might  enjoy  the  privilege  of  ufing  it.  He  was 
forryto  think,  that  the  lawsena"ied  againfl  fmug- 
g>ers  had  been  extremely  deficient,  and  thofe  del- 
perate  men  had  intruded  fo  much  on  the  privi- 
leges of  the  fair  trader,  as  greatly  to  alarm  the 
latter,  and  prove  prejudiciiil  to  theftate;  and  al- 
though the  laws  enadcd  made  the  veffels  of 
fmugglers  liable  to  feizure  whenever  any  of  the 
King's  (hips  happened  to  meet  them,  it  was  ftill 
a  matter  of  regret,  that  thofe  dcfperate  invaders  of 
the  rights  of  trade  had  been  too  fuccefsful  in  their 

illicit 
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illicic  pra6tices.  Hence  it  muft  be  evident  how 
necefifary  it  was  to  put  an  immediate  ftop  to  their 
dangerous  proceedings,  by  an  amendment  or  alte- 
ration of  the  laws  at  prefent  ena£led.  Such  an 
alteration  as  he  had  already  mentioned,  appeared 
to  him  the  bell  calculated  to  anfwer  the  purpofcs 
alluded  to;  and  he  doubted  not,  if  fpeedily  adopt- 
ed, and  enforced  with  fpirit  and  vigour,  that  it 
would  prove  very  beneficial  to  the  community. 
A  proper  redu6licn  of  duties  demanded  the  rnoft 
ferious  deliberation  ;  and  as  the  new  plan  of  al- 
tering the  mode  of  taxation  would,  in  his  humble 
opinion,  tend  to  the  objefl;  wiihed  for,  he  hoped 
every  Gentleman  would  fcrioufly  revolve  the  fub- 
je6l  in  his  mind.  As  the  prefent  duty  on  tea 
proved  fo  very  inefFeclual,  owing  to  the  endea- 
vours of  unfair  dealers,  he  apprehended  that  the 
difcafe  ought  to  be  fearched  to  the  bottom,  and 
radically  cured.  The  tax  above  mentioned,  which 
he  would  foon  more  fully  explain,  was  propofed  as 
a  fuhjlitute,  and  fliould,  if  approved  of,  commence 
immediately.  Inftead  of  being  detrimental  to  the 
Eaft- India  Company,  or  the  fair  dealer,  it  would 
greatly  contribute  to  the  profperity  of  both,  and 
would  enable  the  Eall-India  Company  the  fooner 

todifcliarge   their  debts. It  was  meant  by  this 

alteration  to  reduce  the  price  of  teas  very  conii- 
derably  ;  confcqucntly  the  confumer  would  be  a 
eainer,  and  the  trader  or  retailer  no  lofer.  The 
inland  expence,    or  inland  infurance  would  not  be 

materially 
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niiiterially  afFecled,  nnd  the  poor  vv^ould  not  fuf- 
fer  in  the  fmalleft  degree.  The  prices  of  the  dif- 
ferent teas  would  be  very  much  diminifhed  ;  for 
inftance,  there  would  be  a  faving  of  about  2s  id, 
on  every  pound  of  Rohea,  about  2s.  on  Congo, 
upwards  of  4s.  on  Souchong,  upivards  of  3s.  on 
Singlo,  and  upwards  of  6s.  on  Hyfon  ;  and  all  this 
faving  would  turn  to  the  advantage  and  profit  of 
the  confumer.  without  hurting  the  feller.  It  mull 
be  obvious  to  every  one  how  beneficial  fuch  ati 
alteration  would  be  to  the  community  ;  and  he 
flattered  himfelf  it  would  receive  the  approbation 
of  every  real  friend  to  the  country,  efpecially  as 
the  lower  clafs  of  people,  to  whom  he  would  al- 
ways pay  particular  attention,  would  not  be  hurt 
by  the  propohtion.  Belidcs,  it  would  acid  to  the 
increafe  of  our  national  wealth,  by  faving  all  the 
money,  which,  on  emergencies,  was  fent  to  France, 
Denmark,  and  the  Netherlands  ;  and  if  at  any- 
time the  article  of  tea  was,  by  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, raifed  to  a  very  high  price,  fo  as  to  mate- 
rially aiFect  the  confumer?,  he  propofed  that  our 
ports  fliould  be  opened  for  importation,  and  that 
we  (hould  receive  teas  from  France,  Denmark, 
the  Netherlands,  or  from  any  other  powers  that 
would  furnifh  that  commodity  at  a  reafonable  rate. 
He  then  entered  into  an  explanation  of  the  plan 
propofed  ;  which,  briefly,  was  to  add  6oo,oooI. 
to  the  Houfe  or  Window  Tax  ;  fo  that  with  the 
new  duty    on    tea,  the  produce    would  be  near 

900.000I. 
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900,000!.  This  compofition  for  drinking  tea, 
would  be  much  cheaper  to  the  fubjeft,  and  more 
advantageous  to  the  revenue  :  but  the  poffefTors  of 
thofe  houfes  that  did  not  pay  window-tax  were  to 
be  exempted,  in  order  that  this  new  mode  of  taxa- 
tion might  not  be  detrimental  to  the  lower  claf- 
fcs  of  mankind.  In  England  and  Wales,  there 
were,  according  to  different  calculations,  zS6,2g6 
houfes  under  feven  windows,  that  are  included 
in  the  window-tax  ; — 211,483  houfes  from  7  to 
10; — 38,324  houfes  at  11  windov/s; — 25,919 
houfes  from  1 1  to  12  windows: — 67,652  houfes 
from  14  to  19  windows; — 52,403,  from  20  win- 
dows upwards  ; — total  in  England  and  Wales, 
682,077  houfes  liable  to  the  tax  ; and  in  Scot- 
land, 17,734  ; — which  in  all  amounts  to  699,811 
houfes.  Thofe  of  feven  windows,  he  mentioned, 
were  to  pay  about  6s  thofe  of  nine  about  los.  6d. 
and  fo  on  in  proportion ;  thofe  of  20  windows, 
2I.  15s.  thofe  of  twenty-four  3I.  15s.  and  fo  on  in 
proportion  to  houfes  of  90  windows,  adding  los. 
to  every  four  windows  above  twenty- four ;  and 
from  houfes  of  ninety  windows  to  180,  there 
fhould  be  an  increafe  of  i\.  for  every  ten  windows, 
which  in  all  fhould  amount  to  6oo,oool. 
fterling.  The  population  of  England  may  be 
reckoned  at  Gx.  millions,  out  of  thefe  fix  mil- 
lions  it  may  be  Hiid  that  two  tl'iirds  con  fume 
tea,  making  all  allowances  for  tea  confumed  on 
the  roads  and  under  beJges ;  therefore  a  calculation 
of  confumers  might  be  made,  although  not  a  very 

accurate 
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accurate  one.  In  this  calculafion,  a  pofition  was 
admitted,  that  no  peiTon  who  ufed  tea,  confumed 
Jefs  than  three  pounds  a  year,  fome  might  be  fo 
low  as  four,  others  five  :  but  at  any  rate,  both 
feller  and  confumer  would  be  very  great  gainers. 
There  were  fome  Gentlemen,  he  knew,  who  pof- 
felTed  two,  three,  or  more  houfes ;  the  tax,  if 
flri£lly  enforced,  would,  in  that  cafe,  be  rather 
hard  on  them  ;  but  he  propofed,  that  no  Gentle- 
man fhould  pay  for  more  than  two  houfes.  The 
next  material  calculation  was,  to  aifure  to  the  coun- 
try the  benefit  refulting  from  this  tax,  by  enfor- 
cing it  with  all  the  vigour  neceffary  ;  to  which,  he 
faid,  he  would  turn  his  attention  very  particularly. 
Jn  the  refult,  the  whole  family  within  the  houfes 
alluded  to,  would  purchafe  their  tea  at  about 
one-half  of  the  prefent  legal  price  ;  and  thofe  who 
fmuggle  it  at  prefent,  would,  in  that  event,  have  it 
much  cheaper,  and  without  fraud ;  fervants,  and 
the  lower  clafs  of  people,  would  have  tea  free  from 
duty.  Exclufive  of  the  various  advantages  already 
fpecified,  there  would  be  a  confiderable  faving  in 
the  charges  of  colle£lion  per  annum  ;  and  as  a 
mere  reduction  in  the  tea  dudes  would  fufficiently 
guard  the  revenue,  by  making  it  impoHlble  for 
the  foreign  Companies  to  allow  to  the  fmuggler  a 
profit  adequate  to  hix  rilque,  the  whole  of  this  ope- 
ration would  be  much  facilitated.  The  Eaft- 
India  Company,  and  the  confumers,  would  de- 
rive great  advantage   from  this    new    plan,  as  the 

prices 
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prices  on  teas  would  be    confiderably   diminiilied, 
and  the  higher  rated   teas  reduced  in  proponion. 
The  Eatl  India  Company   fhould  be  bound  to  fell 
their  teas  at  reafonabie   prices*  in   order    that  the 
wifhed-for  advantages  might  accrue  to  the  pubhc  ; 
but  if  at  any  time    they  a£led  contrary  to  that  ge- 
neral fyftem  of  candour  and  fair  dealing,  then  the 
different  ports    ibould  be  opened    for  the  impor- 
tation of  teas  from  other  countries,  fuch  as  France, 
Denmark,  or  the   Netherlands.     It  was  very  often 
the  cafe,  he  faid,  for  a    maid-fervant  to  be  allowed 
a  guinea  per  annum   to  find    herfelf  in   tea ;  and 
fometimes  more  was  allowed  ;   but  he  alferted,  that 
whatever  might  be  the   plan  purfued  by  different 
people,  in  order  to  fave  on  that  article,  every  mem- 
ber of  fociety  would   be  a  gainer.     By  this  fcheme, 
it  was  thought,  that  there  would  be  about  240,000 
houfes   which    would    pay    no  duty ;    and    thofe 
houfes,  which  were  of  a  certain   defcription,  would 
be   more  particularly  mentioned  in  the    new  law. 
The  whole  favings  accruing  from  this  plan,  would 
amount  to  590,000!.  per    annum,  which  was  cer- 
tainly an  obje6l  of  public  oeconomy  well  worth  the 
attention  of  the  Committee.     The  new   duty  of 
6oo,oool.  if  not  approved  of,  would  not  hinder  him 
from  making  a  confiderable  faving  to  the  public  ; 
for   if    the  old   mode   of  taxation   remained,  flill 
there  might  be  a  redu61;ion  of  i6o,oool.  per  annum. 
Inflead  of  7  or  800.000I,  of  annual   revenue,   the 
sew  plan  would  amount  to  nearly  one  million,  part 

of 
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of  which  might  be  appropriated  to  th^  finking  fund. 
There  were  feveral  very  material  confiderations. 
ift,  It  would  lead  to  the  redudion  of  the  Officers 
employed  about  the  country,  which  would  certainly 
be  a  great  faving  to  the  public.  2dly,  It  would 
be  the  means  of  employing  a  greater  number  of 
fliips  in  the  India  bufmefs,  which  would  ferve  as 
an  afylum  to  our  feamen  in  time  of  peace.  The 
navy  certainly  demanded  the  moll  ferious  atten- 
tion; and  if  this  new  plan  would  increafe  the 
number  of  lliips  to  twenty  more,  it  might  be 
aliedged  that  thofe  twenty  would  employ  the  ad- 
ditional number  of  2000  feamen  ;  and  be  fides,  it 
wDuId  be  a  net  faving  to  the  Company  of  about 
2oo,oool.  per  annum.  If  the  Officers  of  the 
revenue  were  reduced,  it  would,  he  aliedged,  be 
an  agreeable  circumllance  to  many,  as  they  would 
{"eldom  be  troubled  by  thofe  vfitors.  In  fhort,  this 
new  plan  of  taxation  would  give  a  blow  to  the  fmug- 
gling  trade,  be  very  produclive,  and  prove  faiu- 
tary  to  the  State.  After  entering,  with  great 
judgment  and  perfpicuity,  into  many  calculations, 
in  which  he  ihevved  a  profound  knowledge  of 
trade  and  finance,  he  (hortly  moved, — *'  That  the 
duties  of  culloms  and  Excife  payable  on  teas,  do 
now  ceafe  and  determine." 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  it  Purely  was  neither  un- m^.  ejm. 
manly  nor  unbecoming  to  feel  a  jealoufy  refpeding 
fair  and   honefl;  pretenfions  to  the   public  eftima- 
tion ;  when,  therefore,  he  and  others  had  exercifed 

their 
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their  utmofl  induftry  in  ftating  and  explaining  to 
Parliament,  in  a  printed  Report,   various  meafures 
for  tlie  purpofe  of  introducing   a   new  fyfiem  of 
taxation,  and  particularly  fubmitted  to  confidera- 
tion  feme  months  ago,  every  circumftance   whicii 
the  Right  Hon.   Gentleman  had  now  brought  for- 
ward, it  was  unpleafant  and  grating  to   him  to  be 
told  this  day,  that  the  propofition  was  "  in  a  great 
decree  new."     It  was,  however,  a  fufficient  fatis- 
fa61ion   to  him  to  make  this   remark,  and   having 
taken  that  fatisfadion,  he  would  proceed  to  alTure 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  in  perfcfl  and  chearfal 
cordiality,    that  if    the    meafure    in  view,    when 
brought   into  the  Houfe,  fhould  not  appear  more 
impra£licable  than  it  at  prefent  appeared,  he  would 
gladly  give  it  every  afliftance  ;  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  mufl  prepare  himfelf  in   fuch  under- 
takings  to  look  for  affillance  from  every  quarter. 
For  his  meafure,  though  pofTibly  not  impracticable, 
was  full  of  difficulties,  liable  to  create  much  pub- 
lic fermentation,  and  certain   to  be  the  fubjc6t  of 
many  long  debates  in  that   Houfe.     There  was  a 
merit  above  all  praife  in  rifquing  fuch  an  enterprize 
without  abfolute  necelTity,  and  in   fuperadding  the 
propofed   new  tax  to  the  various  taxes  which  a  few 
days  muft  bring   forward,     A  revullion  was  to  be 
made  in  a  fingle  article  of  taxation,  which  at  pre- 
fent produced  7oo,oool.   a  year.     The  lofs  was  to 
be  compenfated  by  a  new  tax,  which  would  alTecl 
the   whole  domeftic  ceconomy  of  the  kingdom  : 

perhaps 
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perhaps  the  change  would  be  advantageous  to  every 
honeft  houfekeeper  j  but  it  was  a  fubjed  on  which 
mens  reafonings    would   much  vary.     The  ilHcit 
venders  and  purchafers  of  tea  were  well  known  to 
be  very  numerous,  otherwife  the  whole  propofition 
would  be  idle.     In  fhort,  it  was  a  meafure  highly 
interefting  to   every  clafs  and  defcription  of  man- 
kind within   the  King's  dominions,   and  involving 
confiderations  of  revenue,  navigation,    and  public 
credit.     It  Teemed  right  too  to  apprize  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  of  a  matter  which  had  efcaped 
him,  and   which  perhaps  was  the  only  important 
point   to   which  he  had  not  adverted  :    All  the  fo- 
reign Companies  of  Europe  had  recently  imported 
large  quantities  of  tea;  it  was  well  known  that  they 
v«ere   now  importing  larger  quantities,  and  to  an 
immenfe  amc;ant ;  in  truth,  the  foreign  Companies 
were  now  regularly  applied  to  the  abominable  pur- 
pofe  of  fmuggling  into  England   the  fruits  of  all 
the  rapine  which  was  praclifed  ia  the  Eaft-Indies. 
Under  this  accumulation  of  teas  m  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  muft  pre- 
pare himfelf  for  fome  difappointment :    the  Con- 
tinent produced  few  confumers  of  tea ;  and  what 
could  not  be  confumed,  would  be  fmuggled  into 
this  countiy,  even  at  the  loweft  prices,  and  under  a 
great  lofs  upon  the  prime  coft.     The  lowering  of 
our  duties  would  not  prevent  it,  for  it  muft  either 
be  fold  to  us,  or  thrown  into  the  fea.     Gentlemen, 
therefore,  muft  not  flatter  themfclves;    the  expe- 
^'or..  II,  I  liment 
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rimcnt  might  be  rigrht,  but  it  was  at  a  certain  ex- 
pence,  and  with  precaiious  cffefls. 

Mr.  Eden  added,  his  hope  that  the  Bill,  though 
a  Tax  Bill,  and  the  feverai  papers  on  which  it  was 
grounded,  v/ould  be  printed,  (to  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  feenved  to  afiTent),     He 
alfo  fuggefted   a  wilh,    that  with  refpe£i   to  the 
houfes  of  the  lovvefl:  clades,  there   could   be  fome 
mode  propofed   inftead   of  an   additional  tax  on 
windows,    the  efFeCl  of  which    was    fiiockinsj   to 
health  and  humanity,  as  it  induced   the  people  to 
exclude  the   light  and   air.     As  to  the   propofcd 
plan  of  admitting  foreign  teas,  whenever  the  Com- 
pany fl:io«ld  raife  their  price  above  a  certain  ftan- 
dard,  he   obferved  that  this   would   be  a  very  in- 
competent fecurity  ;     for   if  the  plan   fliould  fuc- 
C£ed,    foreign   Companies   would  ceafe  to  import 
Teas  in  any  quantity  that  might  enable  them  to  re- 
fift   the   monopoly   of   the   £aft-India  Company, 
tie  recommended,  therefore,  that  a  plan  fo  advan- 
tageous to  the  Company,  and  fo   expenfive  to  in- 
dividuals, fhould    be  made  the   fubjeft  of  a  con- 
tra6i,  under  which  the  Company   fliould  be  com- 
pelled to  furnifli  Teas  at  a  ftipulated  price. 
Mr.  Denjp-       Mr.  DivipJlcT  faid,  there  could  only  have  hap- 
pened one  circumftance  to  have  made  him  approve 
the  plan,  jufl  opened  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, more  highly  than  he  did,  and  that  was,  to 
have  firft  feen  a  Petition  prefented  by   the   Eaft- 
India  Company,  praying  that  fuch  a  plan  might 

-be 


jier. 


A.  1784.1  DEBATES.  ,  11^ 

be  adopted.  Had  that  been  the  cafe,  he  was  per* 
fuaded  the  Company  would  have  gladly  contra6led 
with  the  public,  and  have  agreed  to  ferve  them  at 
the  price  Hated  in  the  calculation  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  Bamler  Gafcoync  made  a  few  obfervations  on  Mr.  Bamber 
what  Mr.  Pitt  had  fuggeflcd.  He  pointed  out  the 
probability  of  perfons  who  lived  in  houfes,  with 
only  eight  or  nine  windows,  flopping  up  two  or 
three,  in  order  to  come  within  the  tax  impofed  on 
a  houfe  with  a  fmaller  number.  He  alfo  fucrcrefled 
the  neceffity  of  fome  regulation  refpe6ling  the  two 
Univerfities,  the  Inns  of  Court,  and  the  Royal 
Hofpitals,  in  each  of  which,  it  was  well  known, 
Gonfiderable  quantities  of  tea  wereconfumed. 

Mr.  Baring  afked  whether  the  drawback  was  to  Mr.  Baring. 
be  allowed,  as  heretofore,  upon  teas  exported, 
becaufe  if  that  was  not  the  cafe,  the  exportation 
of  teas  from  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  to  Spain, 
Portugal,  8cc.  would  be  very  confiderably  affe6led, 
and  foreign  exporters  of  teas  would  be  enabled  to 
underfell  us  ? 

Mr.  Alderman  Newnham  faid,  he  rofe  to  give  the  Alderman 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  his  tribute  of  ap- 
plaufe  for  the  plan  he  had  that  day  propofed  ;  he 
begged,  however,  to  remind  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, that  there  was  in  and  about  the  metro- 
polis certain  places  where  very  large  quantities  of 
Tea  were  confumed,  much  more  than  could  be 
confumed  in  any  private  houfe,  let  it  be  ever  fo 
I  2  large. 
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large.  It  would  be  neceflary,  therefore,  to  make 
fome  regulations  with  rerpe6i  to  thofe  places.  Ano- 
ther matter  that  flruck  him  was,  the  houfes  of 
opulent  farmers  that  paid  no  houfe-duty.  He  faw 
no  reafon  why  this  lliould  be,  but  if  the  new  Tax 
was  to  be  governed  by  the  houfe  duty,  it  would 
certainly  be  the  cafe. 

^u.  w.  Xhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe   to  explain. 

tie  faid  all  houfes  would  pay  3s.  at  the  loweft  rate, 
and  that  this  tax  was  not  to  be  governed  by  the 
houfe-tax.  With  regard  to  wl>at  had  been  men- 
tioned by  the  Hon.  Magiftrate,  of  certain  places 
rear  town,  where  great  quantities  of  tea  were  con- 
fumed,  proper  regula*ions  refpefling  them  would 
be  put  into  the  Bill,  either  by  additional  licences  to 
fell,  or  in  fome  other  way.  Regulations  would  alfo 
be  found  in  it  applicable  to  the  Inns  of  Court,  and 
the  other  buildings,  mentioned  by  another  Hon. 
Gentleman;  with  a  variety  of  fubordinate  divi. 
lions,  that  he  had  omitted  to  take  notice  of  in  his 
former  fpcecb.  In  anfwer  to  what  had  fallen  from 
an  Hon.  Gentleman,  relative  to  drawbacks,  he  faid 
that  they  would  be  allowed  as  ufual. 

LordMahon.  Lord  Mohou  took  Dotice  of  what  had  been  dropt 
by  Mr.  Eden  refpeding  the  quantity  of  tea  in  the 
poffeflion  of  the  foreign  Companies,  and  faid, 
that  however  it  might  affe£l  the  immediate  fuccefs 
of  the  meafure,  it  ihewed  its  importance  and  ne- 
ceffity,  and  proved  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  aded 
wifely  in  endeavouring  to  knock  fmuggUng  in  the 

head 
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i>c;id  at  one  blow.  [At  this  moment  his  Lordfhip 
inadvertently  hit  Mr.  Pitt,  who  fat  diredly  beneath 
him,  a  blow  on  the  head.  A  circumftance  which 
occafioned  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter.] 

The   Chancellor  of  i'le  ExchcqxLcr  faid,  that  the  Mr.  w. 

Pitt. 

Noble  Lord  had  a  peculiar  right  to  fpeak  on  this 
fubjeft,  having  originally  fuggefled  the  reduction 
of  duties  as  beneficial  to  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Eden  faid  it  was  true,  the  Noble  Lord  had  Mr.  Eden. 
firft  fuggefled  the  redudion  of  duties,  but  it  was 
luch  a  redudHon  as  no  man  would  follow  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  public  finances.  The  reduflion 
now  brought  forwards,  was  a  reduflion  of  high 
duties,  accompanied  and  fupplied  by  a  fubflitution 
of  new  duties :  the  idea  was  not  new  in  the  me- 
mory of  any  man-,  but  it  had  firft  been  patronized 
by  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Fxchcquer,  (Lord 
J.  Cavendifli'^  under  whofe  aufpices  the  late  Re- 
venue Committee  had  begun  their  enquiry. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  a  Mr.  w. 
mere  reduflion  of  duties  was  not  quite  fo  incom- 
patible with  the  ftate  of  the  Revenue  as  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  fuppofed,  for  his  late  Noble  Prc- 
^eceflor  had  tried  it  in  two  inftances  with  great  fuc- 
cefs,  efpeciaily  in  the  coffee  duties. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  credit  of  this  plan  was  Mr.  she- 
iieither  due  to  the  Noble  Lord,  nor  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  as  he  muft  well  know  himfelf, 
becaufe  he  could  not  be  ignorant  that  Lord  John 
Cavendilla  had  it  in  his  intention  to  do  the  very 
I  3  fame 
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fame  thing ;  nay,  had  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man a{ked  for  them,  he  would  have  given  him 
two  Bills  ready  drawn  upon  the  fubjeft.  Mr, 
Sheridan  faid  further,  that  it  v^^as  not  ingenuous  in 
the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  to  afl'ume  a  merit, 
which  he  mufl  know  did  not  belong  to  him,  fmce 
he  might  have  found  traces  of  the  Bills  he  alluded 
to  in  office. 
Mr.  v/.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  peYii{\ed  in  it, 

Pitt.  . 

that  Lord  Mahon  ought  to  have  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing firfl  mentioned,  and  meritorioufly  contended, 
for  the  principle  of  raifing  the  revenue,  by  lower- 
ing the    duties  of  Culloms  and    Excife,  at  a  time 
when  fach  a   fuggeftion  was   not   remarkably  well 
received.     Mr.   Pitt   acknowledged,    that  he    had 
heard,  that   the    laft  Adminiftration  had  ideas,  in 
fome  degree  correfpondent  to    thofe    he    had  that 
day  had  the  honour    to  communicate  to  the  Com- 
mittee, but  he  declared,  it  was  not  till  on  Saturday 
lafl:,  thathe  had    heard    it,  and  then  from  a  Gen- 
tleman, who  faid  he  had  delivered  two  papers  up- 
on the  fubjeft  to  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Tren- 
fury,  while  in  office,  but  that  he  had  found  it  ab- 
ibltitely  impoffible  to  get  thofe  papers  back  again. 
Mr.  Sheri-       Mr.   Sheridan    in  reply  faid,  it  was  evident  the 
papers  he  alluded  to,  and  which  certainly  had  been 
delivered  to  him,  were  of  no  very  material  import- 
ance,  fince   the  Right    Hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
only  never  afked  for  them,  but  had  been  able  to  do 
io  extremely  well  without  them. 

Sir 


dan 
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Sir  PeUr  Burrdl  afked   if  Gentlemen  were  to  STr  Peter 
pay    equally   for  their  houfe  in  town    and    ibeiy 
boufe  in  the  country  ? 

The  Chaytcellor  of  the  Exchequer ^  in  snrvver,  made'^J'-  ^- 
the  following  obfevvation  :  Suppofi ng  a  perfon  had 
a  houfe  with  one  hundred  and  eighty  windows  in  it^ 
in  the  country,  and  a  houfe  with  forty  windows  in 
it  in  town,  he  would  pay  twenty  pounds  new  tax 
for  the  former,  and  i^even  pounds  for  the  latter ; 
and  taking  his  confimiptron  of  tea  at  Efty  per- 
ions  in  his  family,  he  would  fave  exaflly  forty- 
feven  pounds,  out  of  which  he  could  fuiely  affor^ 
to  pay  twenty-feven. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  it  was  not  a  fairway  of  Mr.  sh«i- 
anfwering  the  Hon.  Baronet's queflion. 

The  Chancellor'  of  the  Exchequer  then  put  another  mu  w. 
cafe    of   a  more    moderate  fart,    and   flated  there    '"* 
would  be  a  faving  even  upon  that. 

Mr,    Hiiffey    faid,  if  the  plan  could   be  carried  Mr»  Hudey. 
into  effect  he    ihould   be   glad,  and  would  give  it 
his  fupport,  but   he  could  not  go  widi  the  Right 
Hon.  Gendetnan  in  all  his  calculations. 

Mr.  Sheridari  alked,  if  the  tax  was  meant  to  be  M-.  sherU 

-  dan. 

compuilory  r 

The  Chanceilor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  undouht-  ^'''  w. 


ritt. 


edly  was. 

Mr.  Dempjler   was   defirous    of  having   it  laid  Wf-  i>emp- 

ftcr» 

partly    upon   windows,    and  partly  upon  houfes. 

Mr.  Dempfter  dated,   that  in   Holland  every  ta,x 

was  optional,   the  tea  tax  efpeciallyj    each  family 

I  4  taking 
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taking  out  a  licence  to  drink  tea,  and  if  convicled 
of  drinkincj  it  without  having  taken  out  fuch  li- 
cence,  they  wereUable  toa  very  fevere  penalty. 

Mr.jenkin-  Mr.  'Jcnliinfon  admitted  the  fa£l  to  be  as  the 
Honourable  Gentleman  had  ftated  it,  and  agreed 
that  in  Holland  the  taxes  were  optional,  but  he 
faid  that  plan  had  never  fucceeded  here.  The 
Plate  Tax  was  of  that  fpecies,  and  every  Gentle- 
man kneu'  it  produced  fuch  a  mere  trifle,  that  it 
was  repealed  as  a  profillefs  tax.  Mr.  Jenkinfou 
faid  the  Window  Tax  was  one  of  the  moft  accu- 
rate we  had,  and  the  Houfe  Tax  one  of  the  mofl; 
inaccurate,  to  alter  the  new  Tax,  therefore,  as  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  propofed,  would  be  to  aban- 
don a  certainty  for  an  uncertainty. 

Some  farther  converfaticn   took  place  between 

Mr.  w.      the    Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer,    Mr.    Rolle,  Lord 
itt,  &c.     ^j[^]-^Q^^  Lord  Survey,  Mr.   Sheridan,  &c. 

Mr.  w.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  movcd^  and 

Pitt, 

It  was 

*'  Refolved,  That  a  duty  of  twelve  pounds  ten 
{hillings  p^r  ceiitum,  ad  valorem,  be  paid  upon  the 
importation  of  all  Bohea  tea  into  Great-Britain. 

*'  Refolved,  That  a  duty  of  twenty-five  pounds 
{icr  centum,  ad -valorem,  be  paid  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  all  Souchong  and  Pekoe  tea  into  Great- 
Britain. 

"  Refolved,  that  a  duty  of  thirty  pounds  yj^r 
centum,  ad  valoxevii,  be  paid  upon  the  irnport^itiorr 
of  all  Single  tea  into  Great-Britain. 

'»  Refolved, 
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"  Refolved,  That  a- duty  of  (ifteeii  pounds  pr," 
cmtum,  ad  valoraa^  be  paid  upon  the  importation 
of  all  Hyfon  tea  into  Great-Britain. 

•*  Refolved,  That  a  duty  of  forty  pounds /'^r 
centum,  ad  valorem,  be  paid  upon  the  importation 
of  all  Consou  tea  into  Great- Britain. 

*■'  Refolved,  That  for  and  upon  every  dwelling 
houfe,  inhabited,  which  now  is,  or  hereafter  iliall 
be  ereded  within  the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain, 
having  lefs  than  ^Qvcn  windows  or  lights,  and 
ivhich  is  now  fubjeft  to  the  duty  of  three  lliillings, 
there  fhall  be  charged  the  additional  yearly  fum  of 
three  fhillings. 

"  7  windows,  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  fix 
iliilllngs. 

*'   8  windows,  eight  fliillinfrs. 

**  9  windows,  ten  fhillings  and  fixpence. 

"    10  windows,  thirteen  fhillings. 

*'    1 1  windows,  fifteen  (liillings  and  llxpence, 

""12  windows,  eighteen  {hillingSi 

*•'   13  windows,  one  pound  one  fliilling. 

'"'   14  windows,  one  pound  five  fiiillings» 

''15  windows,  one  pound  ten  fliillings. 

"    16  windows,  one  pound  fifteen  iliillings. 

*'    17  windows,  two  pounds. 

*'   i^  windows,  two  pounds  five  fliillings. 

*'    ig  windows,  two  pounds  ten  fliillings. 

*'  20  windows,  two  pounds  fifteen  fliillings. 

*'   21  windows,  three  pounds. 

"22  windows,  three  pounds  five  fliillings. 

*'  23  windows, 
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**  23  windows,  three  pounds  ten  fi;jiHings. 

*'  24  windoivs,  three  pounds  fiueen  fhilliDgs, 

**  25  windows,   or    not   more    than    29,    four 
poends. 

*'  30  windo^^s,   and  noJ;  more   th^n   34,   fcitr 
pounds  ten  fhiliings. 

"  35  xvindows,   and  not    more  than    39,    £ve 
pounds. 

"  40  ivindows,    and   not   more   than   44,    five 
pounds  ten  lhillings» 

"  ^5  windows,    and   not   more   than    49,    fix 
pounds. 

"  50  winder's,    and  not   more    than    54,    ftx 
pounds  ten  lliillings. 

"  55  windows,  and  not  more  than  59,  feven 
pounds. 

"  60  windows,  and  not   more  than  64,  fevers 
pounds  ten  fijiUings. 

**  65  windows^  and  not  more    than  69,  eight 
pounds. 

"70  windows,  and  not  m.ore  than   74,  eigb^ 
pounds  ten  ll:itlljngs. 

"  75  windows,    and  not  more   than   79,  nine 
pouFids. 

"80  windows,    and   not  more    than   84,  nini 
pounds  ten  ihilHngs. 

"   85  windows,    and  not  more   than    89,    tenj 
pounds. 

'•  90  windou'S,    and  not    more   than    94,    tenJ 
pounds  ten  fniihngs. 

"95  windows 
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"  55  windows,  and  not' more  than  99,  eleveii 
pounds. 

"  100  windows,  and  not  more  than  109,  twelva 
pounds.         -  •    -• 

*'  110  windows,  and  not  more  than  119,  thir- 
teen pounds. 

"  120  windows,  and  not  more  than  129,  four- 
teen pounds. 

"  130  windows,  and  not  more  than  139,  fifteen 
pounds. 

'*  140  windows,  and  not  more  than  149,  fix- 
teen  pounds. 

"  150  windows,  and  not  more  than  159,  fe- 
venteen  pounds. 

"  l6o  windows,  and  not  more  than  169,  eigh- 
teen pounds. 

"  170  windows,  and  not  more  than  179,  nine- 
teen pounds. 

*'  180  windows,  and  upwards,  twenty  pounds." 

The  above  Refolutions  were  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  when  the  Sbeaker  "^"^  ^p-^'-^- 
*'  Ordered,  That  a  Bill,  or  Bills,  be  brought  in 
upon  the  faid  Refolutions  ;  and  that  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Buller, 
the  Marquis  of  Graham,  Mr,  Edward  James 
Elliot,  Mr.  Aubiey,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr. 
Steele,  and  Mr.  Rofe,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame." 


ELECTION 
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ELECTION      PETITIONS. 

As  foon  as  the  Smuggling  bufinefs  was  decided, 
Mr.  Eden.  Ml'.  Edcu  faid,  he  had  no  motion  to  make,  but  he 
begged  leave  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  full  as 
many  Committees  had  been  already  ballotted  for 
to  try  Ele6lion  Petitions,  as  would  have  been  the 
cafe  in  the  whole  of  the  Seffion,  had  there  been 
but  one  day  a  week  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe,  as 
had  been  originally  intended  ;  he  fubmitted  it, 
therefore,  to  their  confideration,  whether  any  more 
ought  to  be  ballotted  for  this  Seffion. 
Mr,  v/.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  conceived 

Vkt, 

the  Hotife  had  appointed  two  days  each  week,  in- 
flead  of  one,  in  order  to  try  more  Petitions  than 
they  otherwife  were  likely  to  do.  He  therefore 
wilhed  to  wait  a  little  longer  before  they  put  a  Hop 
to  the  ballotting ;  to  the  end  of  the  next  week  at 
leafl,  when  the  Hereford  Petition  Committee  Hood 
for  ballotting. 
Mr.  Allien.  The  Attorney  General  then  moved,  that  no  more 
Committees  be  ballotted  for  this  Seffion,  after  the 
ballot  for  the  Committee  to  try  the  Hereford  Pe- 
tition. 

7"his,  after  fome  converfation,  was  carried. 


Tucfda^, 
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Tuefday,  June  22,   1784. 

EAST-INDIA      AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Edrn,  as  Chairman  of  the  Seledl  Committee  Mr.  EJen. 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  Reports  of  the  Di- 
redors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  delivered  a 
Report  on  the  flatement  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
by  the  Directors  of  the  Committee.  It  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 


Wtdncjday,  June  23,   1784. 

FINANCES      OF     GREAT      fiRITAIN. 

My.  Dejnp/ler,  agreeably  to  his  notice,   rofe  to^r.  Dem?- 

■'-^  "-'  _  fter. 

brinor  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  the 
lituation  of  this  country  in  relation  to  its  Finances, 
and,  he  faid,  he  would  do  it  in  as  few  words  as  pof- 
fible.  In  order  to  be  concife,  he  would  even  run 
the  rifque  of  being  obfcure,  as  he  hoped  he  needed 
only  ftate  what  our  condition  really  was,  to  in- 
cite the  Houfe  to  proceed  as  foon  as  pofTible  ta 
take  fuch  meafures  for  the  national  relief,  ^s  to 
their  wifdom  Ihould  appear  proper.  Our  funded 
debt  he  dated  at  two  hundred  and  thirty  millions, 
and  our  unfunded  debt  he  calculated  would  amount 
to  thirty-eight  millions,   without  the  bottom  of  the 

war 


k6  parliamentary        [A.  1784) 

war  expences  being  wound  up,  bcfidcs  nine  mil- 
lions Navy  Bills,  and  other  debts,  that  would  make 
the  whole  amount  to  the  enormous  fum  of  two 
hundred  and  ninety  millions ;  the  yearly  intereft 
of  which  would  take  fouiteen  millions  to  difcbarge  : 
now  our  national  eHate,  including  Malt  and  Land 
Tax,  and  the  whole  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  amount- 
ed only  to  thirteen  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  ;  fo  that  there  would  remain  eight  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  be  provided  annually  to  make 
sood  the  interefl.  This  was  a  very  ferious  fitua- 
tion,  and  fuch  as  mu(l  gii'e-  every  friend  to  his 
country  great  pain  to  obfervc ;  br.t  at  the  fame 
time  it  was  highly  necefiTarv  that  fome  means  or 
ether  Ihould  be  fuggefted  and  taken,  in  order  tc^ 
extricate  us  from  the  difficulties  in  which  our  pre- 
fcnt  circumOances  involved  us.  One  way  of  light- 
ening our  burthens  certainly  was,  by  reducing  our 
Veace  Ellablifiiments  even  lower  than  they  Itood' 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  To  fuch  a  propo- 
fition  he  had  r.ot  the  fmalleft  otjeSion  ;  but  ftjll' 
fomething  more  mud  be  done  to  give  the  country 
cffe6lual  relief,  which  could  only  arife  from  paying' 
«>ff  a  part  of  tire  national  debt.  He  wifned,  there- 
fore to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houie  to  that  point, 
and  to  fiiew  them  how  much  might  be  done  by  the 
application  of  a  fingle  million  yearly.  According 
to  a  calculalion  made  by  that  accurate  calculator. 
Dr.  Price,  it  appeared,  that  by  the  laying  by  of  af 
Bullion  annually,  and  faaedly  and  religioufly  ap- 
plying 
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plying  it  to  pay  off  a  part  of    the  national  debt, 
provided  the  three  per  cents,  were  changed  to  four 
per  cents,  (which  were  much  more  eafily  paid  off 
than   the  three  per  cents.)  two  hundred  and  fixty- 
feven  millions  might  be  paid  off  in  fixty  years  ;   fo 
that  his  prefent  Majefty  (if  his  life  lafted  to  about 
the  fame  length  that  many  of   his  anceftors  had 
lived  to)  would  in  his  life-time  have  the  comfort  of 
feeing  his  people  relieved  from  all  the  burthens  and 
cxpences  brought  upon  them  by  the  American  war, . 
and  the  Heir  Apparent,  whofe   reign  it  was  to  be 
hoped  would  be  a  long  one,  would  live  to  fee  the 
whole  of  the  debt  cleared.     Mr.    DempRer   faid 
farther,  that  according  to  the  calculations  of  Baroa 
Mazeres,  it  appeared  that  if  the  plan  of  laying  by 
a  million  a  year,  was  adopted  and  purfued  for 
twenty  years,  and  the  country  was  then  under  the 
neceffity  of  defifting  from    it,  that  thofe   twenty 
millions,  with  the   money  provided  to  pay  the  in- 
tereft  of  that  part  of  the  national  debt,  that  was 
paid  off  from  time   to   time,  appropriated   to  the 
fame  purpofe,  would  in  fifty.feven  ye-irs  difcharge 
the  greateft  part  of  the  debt.  Mr.  Dempfter  quoted 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Sinclair,  in  corroboration  of 
his  argument,  declaring  that  Mr.  Sinclair  had  very 
fenfibly  and  clearly  Oiewn  in  his  book,  what  might 
be  done,  by  putting  in  pra6lice  fuch  a  fchen:e,  as 
he  had  mentioned.      He  faid  farther,  that  in  order 
to  carry  the  plan  into  effeft,  Commiffioners  ought 
£0   be   fpecially  appointed.     He   would  not  then 

move 
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move  for  fuch  a  Committee,  but   if  no  Minifter 
did  in  the  couife  of  the  next  Sefilon,  infiOTificant 
as  he  was,  he   would  himfelf  make  fuch  a  motion. 
The  fooner  it  was  done,  the  better,  and  he  believed 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the   Right  Hon.  Chancellor 
of  ihe  Exchequer  to  begin  it  even  that  year,  for  the 
Eaft-India  Company  already  flood  indebted  to  the 
public  a  miihon  ;  let  that  million  therefore  be  taken 
as   a   beginning,  and   let  the  fyftem  be  regularly 
purfued.      Mr.  DempRer  enlarged  on  the  neceffity 
for  doing  fomething,  and   declared  every   fyllable 
he  hfid  faid  proceeded  folely  from  the   fmcere  wifh 
he  had  to  fee  the  country  extricated  from    its  difli- 
cullies.      He  had  no  other  motive  than  to  prepare 
the   minds  of  the   public  to  bear  the  heavy    new- 
taxes  that  he  feared  mufl  be  impofed  on  them,  by 
fhewing  them  that  they  were  unavoidable,  and  that 
if  fome   plan  was  not  immediately  adopted  for  the 
diminifliing   of  the  national  debt,  they  could  have 
no  hope  of  being  ever    relieved   from    their  bur- 
thens.    He  hoped,  he  faid,    never  to  hear   of  a 
fponge  as  the  only  means  of  paying   off  the  na- 
tional debt ;    every   man  in  the  country  ought  to 
take  the  lafL  fi)illing  out  of  his  pocket,  fooner  than 
fuffer  fuch  a  flab  to  the  credit,  and  fuch  a  difgrace 
to  the  honour  of  Great  Britain.     Having  faid  thus 
much,    he   would   fpeak  more    immediately   to  a 
motion  he  meant  to  make  before  he  fat  down,  and 
that  was,  a    motion  for   a   Committee    to    be  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  our   fifheries, 

and 
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and  our  commerce  r  he  wiflied  alfo  that  the  Com- 
mittee might  have  power  to  extend  its  enquiries  to 
our  navigation.  At  prefent  commerce  was  heavily 
burthened,  through  the  clogs  put  upon  our  na- 
vigation, particularly  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom, 
to  which  he  more  immediately  belonged.  There, 
a  veflel  could  fcarcely  crofs  a  creek,  without  being 
put  to  as  much  expence  and  inconvenience  for 
papers  to  warrant  her  failing,  as  if  (he  was  clear-* 
ing  out  for  a  long  and  extenfive  voyage. — Mr. 
Dempfter  pointed  out  the  abfurdity  of  feveral, 
even  of  our  Cuftom-houfe  regulations,  where,  in 
jefpeQ;  to  many  commodities,  a  fhipper  who  was 
about  to  fend  a  cargo  coaftwife,  was  obliged  to 
fwear  that  he  would  net  carry  the  cargo  abroad, 
although,  if  he  had  entered  it  for  exportation,  he 
would  have  been  entitled  to  a  drawback  on  the 
fame  identical  commodity.  In  Scotland,  however, 
the  difficulties  upon  merchants  and  fhippers  of 
goods  were  infinitely  greater,  in  confequence  of 
there  not  being  at  any  of  the  Scotch  Cuftom-houfes 
any  table  of  eftablilhed  fees.  Mr.  Dempfter  dif- 
cufTed  thefe  points  a  good  deal,  and  at  length,  after 
making  an  apology  for  having  taken  up  fo  much  of 
the  time  of  the  Houfe,  concluded  with  a  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  enquire 
into  the  flate  of  our  Fifheries,  Navigation,  and 
Commerce. 

The  Chancellor  of  the    Exchcqun-  faid,  he  trufted  Mr.  w. 
the  ftate  of  the  country,  ia  rtfpe6l  to  its  finance, 
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was  felt  by  them  all,  and  felt  by  the  country  in 
general,  fufliciently  to  vender  it  unneceflfary  for 
him  to  fay  any  thing  by  way  of  ftrengtbening  the 
impreffion  ;  neither  did  any  thing  the  Hon  Gentle- 
man had  faid  on  that  head  require  any  very  mi- 
nute difcuffion  at  that  moment.  He  gave  his  hearty 
aflent  to  the  dilinterefted  motives  claimed  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  for  the  condud;  he  had  held  that 
day  ;  and  he  gave  him  like  wife  his  hearty  thanks 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  brought  the  fub- 
je6l  forward.  It  was  mofl;  undoubtedly  true,  that 
-without  finding  a  Surplus  for  the  Sinking  Fund, 
it  would  be  impoffible  for  this  country  to  look 
for  relief;  to  the  provifion  of  that  Surplus  his 
views  had  been  direfted  from  the  firll  moment  that 
he  was  able  to  confider  a  qiieflion  of  finance,  and 
fmce  additional  taxes  muft  unavoidably  be  laid  on 
the  public,  he  trufted  a  general  fpirit  would  be 
fhewn,  and  that  the  people  were  determined  man- 
fully to  look  their  fituation  in  the  face,  and  cheer- 
fully to  bear  thofe  burthens,  heavy  as  they  unfor- 
tunately were,  which  the  exigency  of  affairs  ren- 
dered abfolutely  unavoidable.  There  was  one 
afiTertion,  however,  made  by  the  Hon-  Gentleman 
in  which  he  could  not  concur,  and  that  was,  his 
aflertion,  that  the  whole  of  the  Sinking  Fund  was 
abforbed  ;  it  was  true  that  the  deficiencies  of  late 
years  had  been  extremely  large,  and  thofe  deficien- 
cies had  been  made  good  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
but  the  Sinking  Fund   iifelf  had  been  gradually 

improving 
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improving  and  increallng  for  many  years.  This 
he  thought  necelTary  to  declare,  left  an  idea  might 
go  abroad,  that  our  fituation  was  worfe  than  it 
really  was ;  and  bad  indeed  Qiould  he  have  thought 
it,  had  the  fa6l  ftood  exaftly  as  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man had  ftated  it.  With  regard  to  the  motion, 
he  feared  that  in  its  prefent  form  it  would  open  fo 
extenfive  and  boundlefs  a  field  for  enquiry,  that  it 
would  operate  again  ft  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was 
made,  and  ferve  only  to  rivet  and  fix  on  the  minds 
of  the  public  additional  proofs  of  the  neceffity  for 
regulation  and  reform  in  a  vaft  variety  of  import- 
ant particulars,  without  enabling  the  Houfe  to  take 
decifive  meafures  refpe£ling  any  one  of  them ; 
he  fubmitted  it  therefore  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
whether  in  their  prefent  fituation  it  would  not  be 
more  prudent  to  narrow  the  ground  of  enquiry, 
and  to  fele6i  fome  particular  objeft  which  might 
be  inveftigated,  and  refpeding  which,  regulations 
might  be  provided  even  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
Selfions.  Many  of  the  points  to  which  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
had  been  for  fome  time  under  confideration,  and 
the  enquiries  refpeding  feveral  of  them  had  pro- 
ceeded fo  far,  and  were  fo  near  a  completion,  that 
fomething  was  intended  to  be  propofed  upon  them 
very  fhortly.  The  burthens  upon  commerce  from 
Cuftom-houfe  regulations  in  particular,  had  been, 
as  it  was  well  known,  long  under  confideration  ; 
the  fifheries  therefore  feemed  to  him  to  be  the  ob- 
K  2  jedl 
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je£l;  which  it  would  be  proper  to  fele6l  for  en- 
qniry. 

Mr.  Demp-  Mx.  Dcmpfler  rofe  again,  and  faid,  he  had  no 
objeQion,  if  it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  to  al- 
ter his  motion  agreeably  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's intimation.  Mr.  Dempfter  faid,  he  would 
not  at  that  time  enter  into  a  premature  debate  upon 
Finance,  or  he  flattered  himfelf,  he  could  fnew, 
that  his  affertion  relpeding  the  Sinking  Fund,  was 
well  founded. 

Mr.  Hay  j^g  j^Qy^  Aclvocdte   of  Scotland  faid  fomething 

Campbell.  -^  _  " 

relative  to  Cultom-Houfe  regulations  in  Scodand, 
but  we  did  not  hear  him  with  fufficient  diftind- 
nefs  to  be  able  to  ftate  what  it  was. 
Mr.  Huffey.  Mr.  Hujfcy  faid,  he  was  glad  his  Honourable 
Friend  had  confented  to  alter  his  motion,  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  advifed,  becaufe, 
undoubte41y,  had  it  gone  fo  extenfively  as  it  flood 
at  firft,  it  would  have  been  liable  to  objeftion. 
Mr.  Huffey  fupported  Mr.  Dempfler's  affertion, 
refpefting  the  Sinking  Fund,  obferving,  that  Mr. 
Dempfter  had  obviouflj^  not  meant,  that  "there  was 
an  end  of  the  Sinking  Fund  ;  but  that  the  whole  of 
its  produce  had,  of  late,  been  applied  in  aid  of  the 
taxes  provided  to  raife  the  money  to  pay  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  national  debt.  Mr.  Huffey  reafoned 
upon  the  neceffity  of  paying  off  a  part  of  that  debt, 
as  the  only  poffible  means  of  obtaining  relief  from 
our  burthens.  He  approved  of  the  idea  of  ap- 
pointing a  Committee  for  that  purpofe,  declaring 
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it  would  be  extremely  wrong  to  truft  thofe  with 
the  management  of  the  difcharge  of  the  debt,  wlio 
had  been  inftrumental  in  its  accumulation.  He 
threw  out  a  hint,  that  one  way  to  leffcn  the  debt 
would  be  to  lower  the  intereft;  this,  he  faid,  he 
was  aware  could  not  be  done,  without  the  confent 
of  the  public  creditor,  but  he  hoped  every  body 
would  concur  in  lending  a  hand  to  fo  neceflary  a 
work,  and  that  the  creditor  would  be  willing  to  take 
lefs  interefl. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  immediately  ^fr*  w. 
and  fciid,  much  as  he  thought   the  particular  ap- 
plication to   the   confideration  of  all   queilions  of 
finance  that  diHinaruiftied   the    Hon.   Gentleman 

O 

who  fpoke  laff,  deferved  the  applaufe  and  the 
thanks  of  that  Houfe  and  the  Country,  and  fin- 
cerely  as  he  refpe£led  every  opinion  of  that  Hon. 
Gentleman  on  financial  fubjedts,  he  could  not  fuf- 
ferafingle  word  to  fall  from  that  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, at  which  his  feelings  and  his  judgment  re- 
volted, without  rifmg  to  take  fome  notice  of  it. 
So  far  was  he  from  according  with  the  opinion  juft 
hinted  by  the  Hon.  Gendcman,  that  although  he 
was  moll  fincerely  anxious  for  the  diminution  and 
difcharge  of  the  National  debt,  he  hoped  a  means 
of  efiFe6ling thofe  defirable  purpofes  might  be  found, 
proceeding  upon  principles  confiflcnt  not  only  with 
the  national  credit,  in  the  technical  fenfe  of  the 
word  credit,  but  confident  like  wife  with  the  national 
honour  ;  and  that  no  idea  of  lowering  the  interefl 

K   ^  of 
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of  the  public  creditor,  or  of  confenting  to 
lower  it,  even  fliould  the  public  creditor  be  wil- 
ling to  accede  to  fuch  an  alteration,  would  ever  be 
entertained,   much  lefs  proceeded  upon. 

Mr.  Huffty.  Mr  Huffey  declared  Mr.  Pitt  had  afforded  him 
great  pleafure,  and  afTured  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  he  had  thrown  out  the  hint,  with  no 
other  view,  but  that  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  faying  what  had  fallen  from  him* 
fo  much  he  was  convinced  to  the  fatisfaQlon  of 
every  man  who  had  heard  him. 

The  motion    amended,  and  confined    folely  to 
the  Fiflieries,  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Eden.  Mr.  Eden  moved  for  feveral  lifts  to  be  prepared 
by  the  Board  of  Fxcife  in  London,  rerpe6iing 
perfons  who  pay  duties  for  wheel-carriages  and 
fervants,  and  alfo  refpeding  the  profecutions  of 
defaulters.  He  apprized  the  Houfe  that,  though 
motions  nearly  fimilar  had  pafTed  unanimoufly  in 
the  late  feffion,  no  return  had  been  made  by  the 
Commiffioners  of  Excife,  and  he  much  feared 
that  the  prefent  motion  would  prove  equally  un- 
fuccefsful.  Gentlemen  were  not,  however,  to  in- 
fer, that  the  Board  of  Excife  fhewed  any  difre- 
gard  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe ;  it  would  be  a 
fufpicion  which  v^as  very  unmerited.  The  truth 
was,  that  from  the  manner  in  which  the  rjccounts 
were  kept,  the  General  Ofhce  in  London  was  un- 
able to  bring  fucideuly  into  an  alphabetical  ar- 
rangement, all  the  returns  of  the  country  collec- 
tions. 
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tions.  This  perhaps  was  a  defe6l  in  the  fyflem 
of  managing  their  particular  duties,  which  ought 
to  be  correded.  In  the  meantime,  in  repeating 
the  motions  of  the  laft  feflion,  he  marked  his  re- 
fpe6l  to  the  late  Revenue  Committee,  under 
whofe  orders  he  had  made  the  original  motion; 
and  he  alfo  had  an  oppostunity  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  public  to  a  flagrant  and  obvious 
failure  in  the  payment  of  the  duties  alluded  to  : 
many  frauds,  to  a  great  amountj  had  already  been 
reported  in  the  wheel  carriage  duty  ;  and  as  to  the 
duty  on  male  fervants,  it  feemed  fufficient  to  re- 
mark, that  in  the  whole  kingdom,  containing  per- 
haps feven  millions  of  inhabitants,  duties  were  paid 
for  only  40,000  fervants. 

Sir  James  Jolinjione  defired  the  Right  Hon.  sir  jamfs 
Gentleman  to  extend  the  motions  to  the  Scotch  "'^"^* 
CommifTioners  alfo. 

Mr.  Eden  thanked  him  for  the  hint,  but  faid  Mr.  Eden* 
that  in  jullice  to  the  Scotch  Commiffioners,  he 
ousht  to  have  informed  the  lioufe,  that  the  Scotch 
Returns  had  been  made  regularly  and  alphabeti- 
cally during  the  late  feffion,  and  within  three  or 
four  weeks  after  the  Order  of  the  Houfe  was 
given  ;  parhaps  this  pnnduality  was  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  very  fmail  number  of  names  included 
in  the  lifts,  but  he  had  not  yet  had  time  to  exa- 
mine the  circumilance. 

The  motion  then  palled. 

K  4  PHinps's 
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PHlLIPS's  POWDER   FOR   DESTROYING    INSECTS. 

Capt.  John       Captain  John  Luitrdl  moved  for  one  thoufand 

Luttrell.  r  ^ 

fix  hundred  pounds  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Philips  for 
difcoveiing  the  powder  for  killing  infeds  aboard  of 
fliips.  Pie  ftated  all  the  teftimonials  in  favour  of 
the  difcovery  ;  the  reward  heretofore  voted ;  the 
lingering  cxpe6lation  in  which  the  poor  man  had 
been  kept  when  that  reward  was  fufpended  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords ;  and  moved  to  refer  the  Report 
to  the  Committee  of  Supplies. 

Mr.  Eden.  Mr.  Eden  fcconded  the  motion.  He  fald,  that 
he  was  ill  prepared  to  recommend  any  particular 
fum  to  be  given,  but  that  he  was  led  by  feehngs, 
both  of  humanity  and  juftice,  to  remind  the  Houfe, 
that  by  their  own  aft  and  vote  (whether  improvi- 
dent or  otherwife}  they  had  held  out  to  this  poor 
gentleman  ihe  expe61ation  of  a  much  larger  fum 
than  was  now  aflced  ;  that  the  Ploufe  of  Lords  had 
not  negatived  that  expe6lation,  but  had  profeiTed 
only  to  poflpone  it ;  having  addrefied  the  King  to 
order  enquiries  into  the  merit  of  the  difcovery,  and 
the  anfwer  to  thofe  enquiries  being  favourable,  the 
public  faiLh  v/as  to  a  certain  degree  engaged. 

Mr.  Saw-  Mr.  Saxjuhridge  faid,  that  he  had  originally  op- 
polfd  the  grant,  and  continued  to  think  it  ought 
not  to  be  given.  If  the  difcovery  was  what  was 
pretended,  the  man  would  make  a  fortune  by  a 
patent  for  the  fale  of  his  powder  ;  and  if  it  was  not 
the  public  money  would  be  laviHied  on  a  job. 

The 


kridgc. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  ^;^-  ^* 
claim  was  not  in  ftridnefs  to  be  fupported  by  a 
fuppofed  engagement  of  the  public  faith  as  had 
been  ftTcrg^efted  ;  but  he  doubted  whether  it  (hould 
be  rejeded  in  the  prefent  ftage,  after  the  fort  of 
hope  which  had  been  given.  He  rather  wilhed 
therefore,  that  it  minht  cro  to  the  Committee. 

'  Do 

Mr.  Sloper  flated,  that  he  had  heard  very  dif-  M*--  ^'opcr- 
ferent  opinions  of  the  merit  of  the  invention.     He 
had  known  inftances  of  ants  kept  for  leveral  hours 
in  the    powder    without   fuffering,  and  of  cock- 
roaches, which  eat  through  whole  layers  of  it. 

The    Speaker   fuggefted,    that   if  any   farther '^"'^ %=>k- 
examination  was  wilhed,  the  report    muft   be  re- 
committed. 

Commodore  Bozvyer  and   Admiral  Hood  fpoke  ?^°'^'"'"^'^'« 
flrongly  of  the  importance  of  the  difcovery,  pro- 
vided  it  could  be  afcertained,  but  wilhed    to  fee 
better  proof  of  it. 

Captain  7ames  Luttrell  recommended  a  recom- f^P**!,^'"" 

i  ^  Luttrell. 

mitment  ;  to  which  Capt.  John  Luttrell  confented. 

Mr.  £c/nzdefired  the  Houfe  to  obfcrve,  that  a 
recommitment  for  farther  enquiry  would  un- 
doubtedly pledge  the  Hou(e  to  ibew  its  protedion 
to  the  petitioner,  if  the  refult  of  the  further  en- 
quiry fliould  be  favourable  to  him. 

Lord  Surrey  faid,  that   for  the  reafon  juft  given  ^"'"^Surrey. 
■     he  diflikcd   the    recommitment ;    becaufe   that   he 
thought  it  wrong  in  any  refult  to  vote  the  money. 
It   the   powder  had  the  merit   afcribed    to   it.  it 

would 
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would  be  a  fource  of  fufficient  reward  of  itfelf ;  if 
it  was  not  efficacious,  it  deferved  no  reward. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 
ISt.  Saw-       Mr.  Sawbridge  then  moved  an  inftru6lion  to  the 
"  ^^'     Committee  to  hear  evidence  alfo  againft   the  fup- 
pofed  merits  of  the  powder. 

BILL    COMMITTED    TO     MAKE     COMPENSATION     TO 
GLASGOW. 

Mr.  Eden.  Mr.  Eden  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
this  Bill :  he  faid,  that  he  had  fatisficd  himfelf  of 
its  intrinfic  propriety,  but  it  would  be  a  negletl  of 
duty  not  to  obferve,  that  there  was  a  great  defe6l  in 
the  conduCl  of  it ;  the  Bill  was  founded  upon  the 
Report  of  a  Committee,  and  purported  to  give  a 
fpecific  fum  in  compenfation  of  a  claim ;  and  ytt 
in  that  report  there  was  no  flatement  of  accounts, 
nor  any  ciicumflance  to  guide  the  judgment  of  the 
Houfe  as  to  any  fum  from  four  hundred  pounds  to 
forty  thoufand  pounds. 

Mr.  may         The  Lord  Advocate  faid  he  was  happv  the  Ri^ht 

CampbdI.  .  . 

Hon.  Gendeman  was  fatisfied  of  the  propriety  of 
the  Bill,  becaufe  he  had  originally  oppofed  it  with 
an  intimation  which  the  mover  of  the  Bill  had  not 
merited.  His  LordQiip  then  ftated  the  return  of 
the  claim,  its  extent  and  importance,  the  doubts 
of  the  Judges  refpefting  it,  and  the  reafonablenefs 
of  the  fum  propofed  to  be  given. 
lir. Eden.  Mr.  iJ^mreplicd,  that  the  propriety  of  voting 
the   fpecific  fum  of   four  thoufand   five  hundred 

pounds. 
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pounds,  was  as  much  unexplained  as  ever  ;  having 
however  entered  his  caveat  againfl:  this  mode  of 
proceeding,  he  was  fatisfied  in  this  inflance  to  give 
his  confidence  to  government,  and  to  thofe  who 
intioduced  the  Bill.  As  to  the  intimation  of  which 
the  learned  Lord  complained,  he  would  repeat 
that  when  that  learned  Lord,  a  few  days  after 
taking  his  feat  for  Glafgow,  moved  a  Bill  to  give 
four  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  to  Glafgow,  in 
compenlation  of  an  unfettled  claim,  he  had  thought 
it  merited  notice  -,  more  efpecially  as  other  Scotch 
claim.s,  the  abolition  of  which  had  been  (Irongly 
recommended  by  the  Revenue  Committee,  were 
fuftered  to  remain  untouched, 

Mr.  Dundas  now  explained  the  whole  bufincfs-Mr.Dundai. 
very  clearly  and  very  forcibly,  and  {hewed  that  the 
fum  demanded  was  peculiarly  reafonable. 

Mr.  Eden  replied,  that  all   his  doubts  had  been  Mr.  Eden. 
removed  by  fuch  good  evidence ;  but  it  ferved  to 
fhcw  that  farther  evidence  had  been  wanting. 

Sir  James  Johnjloiie  faid  he  rejoiced  in  this  mat-  sir  jamcs 
ter  being  cleared  up  fo  well,  as  he  mud  confefs, 
that  fuch  a  motion  from  the  reprcfentative  of  Glaf- 
gow  had  an  ugly  appearance,    and  he  had  been 
determined  to  vote  againfl:  it. 

yhe  Bill  then  went  througlithe  Committee. 


Thurfday, 
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Thurjday,  June  24,   1784. 

SIR     ASHTON    LEVEKR's    MUSEUM. 

The  Houfe    refolved  iffelf  into   a    Committee, 

Mr.  Stanley  in  the  Chair,  when  a  converfation 
took  place  on  the  propriety  of  felling  Sir  Afhton 
Le^'er's  Mufeiim  by  Lottery.  A  Bill  was  moved 
tor  that  purpofe,  which  ftated,  that  the  Mufeura 
fhould  be  difpofed  of  by  lottery^  a£  the  fum  of 
forty-two  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
LordSurrc)',  Lord  Survcy  obje£led  to  the  lum  of  forty-two 
tboKfand  pounds.  He  faid,  that  if  the  Muleura 
were  brought  to  market,  he  was  certain  that  it 
would  not  fell  at  a  higher  rate  than  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  and  he  was  informed,  that  it  had  been 
valued  at  that  fum  by  good  judges ;  therefore  he 
alledged,  that  it  would  be  an  impofition  on  the 
public,  to  give  fanclion  to  this  Bill  by  an  A£l  of 
Parliament. 

Several  members  anfu-ered  his  I-ordfliip  ;  when 
he  moved,  ''  That  itiHead  of  forty-two  thoufand 
pounds,  the  fum  of  twenty- one  thoufand  pouncs 
be  inferted ;"  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Lord  Surrey  then  oblerving,  that  he  would  not 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houle  on  the  motion,  al- 
tljough  he  was  convinced  that  the  fum  of  twenty- 
one  thoufand  pounds  was  fully  fufficient,  being 
more  than  the  double  of  that  already  mentioned  ; 
but  notwithftanding  that  motion  was  objected  to, 

he 
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he  would  take  the   fenfe  of  the    Houfe   on  the 
following : 

"  That  infi-ead  of  forty-two  thoufaiid  pounds, 
the  fiim  of  thirty-one  thoufand  pounds  be  inferted.*' 

A  divifjon  then  took  place,  when  the  numbers 
were. 

For  Lord  Surrey's  motion,         36 
Againfi;  it,  42 

The  blank  was  then  filled  up  on  the  motion  of 
]\ir.  Gafcoigne,  jun.  \vith  the  original  fum  of 
forty- two  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  by  a  claufe  in  the 
Bill,  the  Mufeum  is  to  be  invelled  in  truOecs,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fortunate  advent urens-. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  when  a  iliort 
debate  enfued  on   the   ftate  of  the 

EAST  INDIA  COMPANY. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  Mr .w.  Fitt. 
■was  under  the  neceffity  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  a  circumftance  of  fonie  moment, 
refpe61ing  which  it  would  be  una\-oidable  to  come 
to  a  dccifion  fooner  than  he  could  have  wiflied. 
He  had  very  recently  been  informed  that  the  Ea{l"_ 
India  Company  mud  declare  their  half  yearly 
dividend  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  month,  and 
yet  that  there  was  no  exiOing  power  wiihout  ;in 
aft  of  parliament  to  declare  any  dividend  :  He 
could  have  wiihed  to  poflpone  this  ftep  till  the 
Report  of  the  Eaft-India   Committee   had   been 

con  fide  red  ; 
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confidered  ;    but  as  that  was  now   im practicable, 
the     Houfe,    he    trufted,     would    not     think    it 
unreafonable   to    permit    a    Bill    to    pafs    without 
delay,    to    enable    the    Company   to  divide    four 
per  cent,     for    the     prefent    half    year.     What- 
ever   obje6lions    any    gentleman    might    have    to 
allowing  the   Company   to  divide  four   per  cent, 
upon   the    paft    half    year,    every  gentleman,    he 
conceived,  would  be   of  opinion,  that  the   Com- 
pany ought  to  be  allowed  to  make  fome  dividend, 
and    that   no   oppofition   would    be   given  to  the 
motion   he  was  about  to  make,  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  fince,  for  the  reafon 
he  had  already  ftated,  there   was    no   time   to  be 
loft,    he  Ihould  move   to  read  the  Bill    (if  leave 
was  given  to  bring  it  in)  a  firft  time  immediately, 
and    to    read  it    a     fecond   time    the    next      day» 
vhen  gentlemen  might  come  prepared,  and  with 
their   minds  made   up  to  the  queftion.     Mr.  Pitt 
concluded,  with   moving,    "  That  leave   be  given 
•'  to   bring  in  a   Bill,  to  empower  the  Eaft  India 
*'  Company,  to  make  a  dividend  to  the  Proprie- 
"  tors  of  Eaft- India  Stock,  at  Midfumer  1784." 
Mr.Edw.        Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  this   fudden   and  unexpect- 
ed  propofition   placed  him   and    many  others   in 
a    very   painful    embarraftment ;    he   was  unable, 
from  confiderations   of  candour,    to    argue   from 
the  contents  of  the  Eaft  India  Report,  with  which 
he  v.-as  familiar,  but  which  were  not  yet   in   the  ' 
podeflion  of  the   Houfe ;   on  the  other  hand,  it 

was 
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was  impofllble  for  him  to  know  the  contents  of 
that  Report,  and  not  to  feel  that  the  propofed 
Bill  would  give  to  the  Eaft- India  Proprietors 
a  dividend  to  be  made  not  from  their  territorial 
revenues,  not  from  their  commercial  poffeffions, 
but  from  the  money  of  others  ;  which,  if  thus 
fraudulently  applied,  mud  be^  confidered  as  frau- 
dulently obtained.  The  Company  were  unable 
to  pay  the  duties  to  the  public  Treafury;  they  were 
avowedly  unable  to  pay  the  bills  of  their  own  fer- 
vants,  or  to  accept  the  bills  of  private  individuals; 
and  yet  they  were  now  to  make  a  dividend  from 
money  the  produce  of  goods  purchafed  by  borrowed 
money,  and  forcibly  with-held  from  the  lenders. 
He  confefTed  that  this  reafoning  would  apply  equal- 
ly againfl  all  dividends  if  pufhed  to  its  utmoft 
rigour;  but  he  was  far  from  feeling  a  difpofition 
towards  rigour  in  any  inftance,  and  more  efpeci- 
ally  towards  a  commercial  body,  compofed  of 
private  families,  well  entitled  to  refpeft  and  pro- 
teclion,  and  who  wilhed  only  to  derive  an  honed 
maintenance  from  their  (lake  in  the  Eaft- India 
Stock,  and  ftood  utterly  unconneded  with  all  the 
abufes  praftifed  in  the  government  of  the  Com- 
pany. He  was  therefore  not  indifpofed  to  give 
lix  per  cent. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  reply  exprefledMr.w.Pltr, 
a   wiOi   that    the    Right   Hon.  Gentlemen   would 
not  urge  this  difcuffion  farther  in  the  prefent  ftage 
of  the   Bill;    it  would  of  courfe  be  tendered  to 

the 
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the  Houfe  with  a  blank  for  the  propofed  Sum  : 
and  he  certainly  felt  himfelf  difpofed,  until  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Company  could  be  confidered,  to  give 
the  ordinary  dividend,  as  he  might  otherwife  (eem 
to  prejudge  opinions  on  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
pany,   and  to  flrike  at  public  credit. 

Mr. Eden.  Mr.  Edcu  obferved  in  explanation,  that  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  and 
from  himlelf,  might  miflead  both  the  Houfe  and 
the  public,  if  he  did  not  apprize  them  that  8  per 
cent,  was  by  no  means  the  ordinary  dividend,  or  to 
be  confjdered  as  a  claim  of  juflice  : — the  reverfe 
was  the  fa6l. — In  times  confeiTedly  profperous, 
the  Company  had  often  divided  only  fix  per  cent. 
During  the  laft  twenty  years,  he  believed  that 
their  dividend  had  been  oftener  fix  per  cent,  than 
any  other  fum  :  And  though  it  might  be  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  moment  for  the  public  to  (hut  their 
tyes  on  this  fubje6t,  the  day  would  come  when 
there  would  not  be  two  opinions  in  the  kingdom 
as  to  the  improvidence,  injuHice,  and  impropriety 
of  what  was  now  propofed.  It  might  be  a  fmall 
fum,  but  it  was  fubveifivc  of  the  moft  facied 
public  principles. 

Mr.Uundas.  fv^i-.  Duiidas  rofc  to  deprecate  the  Rigli  Hon. 
Gentleman's  going  into  any  difcufTion  of  the  ftate 
of  the  Company's  affairs,  the  next  day,  any  more 
than  on  the  occaGon  then  prelent.  Till  the  day 
arrived,  which  the  Houfe  had  appointed  for  the 
confideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Sele6l  Commit- 
tee, 
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tee,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  the  fubjed  could  not 
be  touched,  without  at  the  fame  time  prejudging 
fa6ts  that  ought  not  to  be  prejudged,  and  fetting 
opinions  afloat  that  ought  not  to  be  hazarded  or 
delivered  without  good  foundation,  and  without 
certainty.  With  regard  to  the  mere  queftion, 
whether  the  Company  (houid  be  allowed  to  divide 
four  per  cent,  or  three  on  the  laft  half  year,  if 
gentlemen  would  but  reflect  for  a  moment  on 
what  had  occurred  in  that  Houfe  but  a  very 
fhort  time  ago,  there  could  not,  he  imagined, 
remain  a  (ingle  doubt  how  the  Houfe  ought  to 
decide.  But  a  few  months  ftnce,  when  the  Eaft- 
India  Bi!i,  that  had  made  fo  much  noife  in  the 
world,  and  on  the  fubje6l  of  which  a  great  deal 
would  undoubtedly  be  again  faid,  when  that  Bill 
was  under  difcuffion,  was  it  out  of  the  recolleClion 
of  gentlemen,  that  it  came  from  an  high  authority, 
no  lefs  authority  than  the  mouth  of  Sir  Hen- 
ry Fletcher  (at  that  time  Chairman  of  the 
Company),  that  notwithftanding  the  then  fuppofed 
miferable  condition  of  the  Company's  affairs,  (they 
having  been  ftated  to  be  rapidly  verging  to  a  ftate 
of  aftual  bankruptcy)  their  dividend  ought  not 
on  any  account  to  be  lefs  than  eight  per  cent,  for 
the  enfuing  year,  and  confequently  that  it  ought 
■  not  to  be  lefs  than  four  per  cent,  for  the  then 
enfuing,  but  now  pad,  half  year.  At  that  time 
no  one  Minifter  exifting,  nor  any  of  his  friends, 
rofe  up  to  contradict  the  pofition  of  the  Chairman 
Vol.  II.  L  of 
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of  the  Eafl- India  Company.  Had  not  the  Houfe, 
therefore,  by  their  acqaiefccnce  in  what  Sir 
Henry  Fletcher  had  fdid,  given  the  Proprietors 
and  the  Pubhic  at  large  to  imagine,  that  it  \vac> 
their  unanimous  opinion,  that  eight  per  cent,  even 
under  the  then  fuppofed  fmking  ftate  of  the- 
Company's  affairs,  was  the  dividend  that  ought  to 
be  made,  and  that  the  Company  v/ould  be  allowed 
to  make  ?  And  would  the  Iloufe  nov^,  when  the 
Hate  of  the  Company's  affairs  was  foinewhat  better 
known,  when  no  man,  even  he  or  they,  who 
might  be  inclined  to  think  the  v/orfl:  of  their  con- 
dition, would  pretend  that  the  Company  was  in 
any  danger  of  bankruptcy,  baulk  the  public  ex- 
peftation,  difappoint  the  Proprietors,  and  defeat 
thofe  hopes  which  the  Ploufe  had  been  inllru- 
inental  in  raifing,  by  refufing  its  confent  to  a 
propofition  for  allowing  the  Company  to  divide 
after  the  rate  of  eight  percent,?  The  queftion, 
Mr.  Dundas  faid,  was  very  differen-t  from  a  quef- 
tion of  what  the  Company  fhould  be  allowed  to 
divide  in  future  ;  that,  indeed,  was  a  queftion  that 
would  neceffarily  depend  on  the  refult  of  the  de- 
liberations the  Houfe  meant  to  hold  upon  the  Rc» 
port  that  was  printing,  and  which  ought  not  only 
to  be  in  gentlemens'  hands,  but  in  their  minds, 
before  they  decided  upon  it.  The  queftion  now 
was,  whether  the  Company  fliould  be  permitted  to 
make  a  dividend  of  four  percent,  upon  the  paPc 
half  year,;  and  the  circuniftance  lie  had  ftated  con- 

fiderei,. 
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f.dered,  he  faw  no  way  v/hatever  in  which  the 
Houfe  could  lefufe  its  confent  to  the  Company's 
making  fuch  a  dividend,  without  departing  from 
every  principle  of  confiftency,  and  even  of  com- 
mon juQice.  With  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  mo- 
ney to  be  divided,  if  a  four  per  cent,  dividend  was 
permitted,  it  was  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean 
compared  to  the  accounts  in  centroverfy  between 
the  Eaft-India  Company  and  thofe  who  ftated  their 
affairs  to  be  bad.  It  was  not,  therefore,  in  that 
point  of  view,  an  obje6t  of  confideration,  even  had 
there  not  exifted  the  flrong  reafon  he  had  men- 
tioned for  allowing  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent; 
Mr.  Dundas  concluded  with  repeating  his  appeal 
to  the  Houfe  in  general  to  beware  of  the  delicacy 
of  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  Company,  and  by- 
no  means,  either  then  or  the  next  day,  to  enter 
into  a  debate  on  the  flate  of  the  Company's  affairs, 
before  they  could  have  the  printed  Report  in  their 
poffelTlon,  from  which  alone  they  could  be  enabled 
to  form  a  judgment. 

Mr.  Sfnith  (Chairman  of  the  Company)  flated Mr.  Smith, 
the  great  inconvenience,  and  even  the  poffible  mif- 
ehief,  that  might  refult  from  the  Houfe's  refufing 
its  confent  to  the  Company's  making  a  dividend  of 
four  per  cent,  upon  the  laft  half  year.  He  "faid, 
not  only  the  Proprietors  in  this  country  might  take 
an  alarm  at  hearing  that  the  dividend,  which  they 
had  been  taught  by  Parliament  itfelf  to  expert 
would  be  four  per  cent,  was  to  be  no  more  than 
L  2  three 
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three  per  cent,  but  that  it  might  get  over  to  Hol- 
land, and  be  produftive  of  confequences  not  only 
fatal  to  the  credit  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  but 
fatal  to  the  national  credit  of  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  An-  jyjj-^  An/lmther  corYohoTAted   the    ars^uments   of 

ftruther.  ^  .  . 

Mr.  Eden,  and  flated  the  impoiTibility  of  the 
Hcufe's  giving  its  confent  to  the  Company's  making 
a  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  while  the  confideration 
of  the  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  was  pending, 
and  their  affairs  were  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be 
greatly  involved,  unlefs  the  Houfe  forgot  its  duty, 
and  abandoned  all  pretenfions  to  the  chara6ler  of 
guardian  of  the  public  intereds  of  the  kingdom- 
Mr.  Anftruther  brought  it  home  to  the  feelings  of 
every  man  of  common  fenfe,  that  though  it  was 
poITible  the  Company's  affairs  might  turn  out  more 
profperous  than  fome  gentlemen  had  imagined,  yet 
it  was  equally  poffible  that  they  would  appear  to 
be  far  from  flourifhing.  Would  the  Houfe  then 
run  the  rifque  of  declaring  a  larger  dividend  than 
the  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  fhould  hereafter 
be  really  found  to  warrant  ? 
MtjorScott.  Major  Scoit  faid,  the  learned  Gentleman  and  he 
had  often  fought  on  the  fame  fide,  and  a61ed  as 
friends  of  the  Eall-India  Company,  and  he  hoped 
they  fhould  continue  to  fupport  that  chara6ler  ;  he 
wifhed,  however,  no  debate  whatever  had  taken 
place  on  the  prefent  occafion,  becaufe  he  feared 
that  even  the  little  that  had  been  faid  midit  do  in- 
finite  mifchief.     With  regard  to  the  Report  of  the 

Committee. 
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Committee,  there  had  lately  arrived  difpatchcs 
over-land  from  Bengal,  dated  fo  late  as  the  7th  of 
February,  which  he  underflood  brought  advices, 
that  went  to  the  direS;  overturning  of  fome  of  the 
calculations  contained  in  the  Report  in  queflion. 
When  he  faid  this,  he  meant  no  infinuation  againft 
the  Committee  ;  they  had  not  the  advices  to  which 
he  referred  before  them,  and  confcquently  they 
could  not  be  aware  of  the  fafts  they  contained; 
but  thofe  advices  certainly  threw  a  new  light  on  the 
flate  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  and  overturned 
fome  of  the  reafoning  to  be  found  in  the  Report  o' 
the  Committee.  The  Major  faid,  he  thought  it 
highly  necelfary  that  the  difpatches  he  had  men- 
tioned (hould  be  before  the  Houfe  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  took  the  Report  into  their  confidera- 
tion  ;  and  therefore,  when  the  prefent  queflion  was 
difpofed  of,  he  fiiould  move  that  copies  of  them  be  ' 
laid  upon  the  Table.  The  Major  obferved  further, 
that  eight  per  cent,  had  been  the  dividend  allowed 
for  feveral  years,  and  he  knew  not  of  any  reafon 
why  it  fliould  be  kTs  for  the  pad  half  year.  He 
particularly  dwelt  on  the  Company's  having  been 
allowed  to  divide  eight  per  cent,  in  the  midft  of  a 
war  with  difffient  Indian  and  European  powers, 
and  thought  that  being  the  cafe,  there  could  be  no 
reafonabie  objection  to  their  making  a  limilar  di- 
vidend,  now  ihey  were  in  a  (late  of  profound  and 
uruverfal  peace. 

L  3  Sir 
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Toh'^ft'"*^  Sir  James  Johnjlone  faid,  the  queflion  was  not 
now,  whether  the  dividend  of  the  Company,  for 
the  pall  half  year,  fhould  be  three  or  four  per  cent, 
but  whether  leave  lliould  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
Bill? 

5!";^^'"^*  M^-  Dempjler  faid,  he  had  no  objedion  to  the 
bringing  in  a  Bill  to  authorife  even  a  dividend  of 
four  per  cent,  on  the  pad  half  year,  provided  the 
Bill  was  fo  drawn  as  to  place  the  refponfibility  for 
makinff  fuch  a  dividend  on  the  Dire£lors  and  the 
Ccmpany,  by  dating,  that  the  Bill  pafied  under 
fuch  peculiar  circumftances,  as  rendered  it  impof- 
fible  for  Parliament  to  decide,  whether  the  (late  of 
the  Company's  affairs  warranted  a  dividend  of  four 
per  cent,  or  not.  Mr.  Dempfler  reminded  the 
Houfe,  that  he  had  frequently  remonftratcd  againft 
allowing  the  Company  to  make  dividends  of  eight 
per  cent,  and  even  of  lefs,  from  an  opinion  long 
fmce  formed,  that  the  Company's  affairs  were  not 
in  that  fort  of  condition  which  juftified  fuch  di- 
vidends. With  regard  to  the  31,000!.  that  the  di- 
vidend would  amount  to,  undoubtedly  it  was  a 
matter  of  fmali  confideration  in  a  cale  where  fuch 
infinitely  larger  fums  were  the  fubjeds  of  difcLiffion; 
fomuchfo,  that  demurring  to  the  dividend  merely 
upon  ihe  amount  of  it,  reminded  him  of  the  old 
ludicrous  ftory  of  a  man,  who,  after  having  loft 
thoufands  at  the  gamincr  table,  hefitated,  whether 
by  way  of  recovering  his  circumilances,  he  ought 

not 
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not  to  walk  home  inftead  of  paying  a  {hilling  for  a 
coach  to  carry  him  thither. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  affured  Mr.  Mr.  w. 
Dempfter,  that  the  Bill  was  exaflly  drawn  in  the 
manner  he  had  defcribed,  and  that  in  its  preamble 
it  exprefsly  ftated  that  the  Company  were  allowed 
to  ma!ve  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  or  whatever 
the  Houfe  fliould  think  proper,  Parliament  not 
having  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  ftate  of 
their  affairs  into  dcHberation. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  but  latet^y  come  into  the  ^^■'  fo^- 
Houfe,  but  from  what  he  had  heard  of  the  fub- 
je£l  in  debate,  he  learnt,  that  the  Company's  being 
allowed  to  make  a  dividend  of  eight  per  cent,  laft 
year,  was  ufed  as  an  argument  why  they  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  make  the  fame  dividend  noxv.  He 
begged  leave  to  lay,  that  no  good  argument  could 
be  drawn  from  the  Company's  being  allowed  to 
make  a  dividend  of  eight  per  cent,  laft  year.  Let 
the  Houfe  recolleft  the  circum (lances  under  which 
the  Company  had  been  laft  year  allowed  to  make 
fuch  a  dividend.  The  Bill  had,  from  unavoidable 
but  well  known  events,  been  brought  in  very  late 
in  the  Seffion,  fo  late,  that  it  was  utterly  impoffible 
for  the  Houfe  to  to  into  an  examination  of  the  ftate 
of  the  Company's  affairs ;  and  it  had  been  at  the 
time  declared,  that  for  that  reafon,  and  for  that 
reafon  only,  the  Company  were  allowed  to  divide 
after  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent  but  it  had  alfo  been 
at  the  fame  time  exprefily  declared,  that  their  af- 
L  4  fair§. 
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fairs  fhould  be  brought  under  difcuffion  very  early 
in  the  next  Seflion.     That  promife  had  been  faith- 
fully kept,  and   therefore  the  cafe  now,  and  the 
cafe  lall  year,  were  not  analogous.     The   ftate  of 
the  Company's  affairs  was,  he  hoped,  intended  to 
be  examined  into  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  Sef- 
£ons  ;  till  that  examination  was  gone  into  and  com- 
pleted, it  was  impoffible  to  fay,  whether  the  Com- 
pany ought  to  be  allowed  to  divide  four  per  cent. 
three  per  cent,  one  per  cent,  or  any  thing  per  cent. 
Let  the  Houfe  recollefl;  the  fraudulent  accounts  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Company  that  had  been  prefented 
to  them,  and  let  them  then  alk  themfelves  whether 
it  was  prudent,  whether  it  was  wife,  whether  it  was, 
confonant  to  public  honefty,  which  he  took  to  be 
the  fame  thing  as  public  credit,  to  permit  the  Com- 
pany to  make  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  before 
that  Houfe  was  affured  that  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
pany were   in  a  condition  to  jultify   their  maljiing 
fuch  a  dividend. 

Mr.  Fox  agreed  with  Mr.  Dundas,  that  the 
amount  of  the  dividend  was  as  a  drop  of  water  in 
the  ocean  compared  with  the  greater  confidcraiion 
of  the  Company's  affairs  in  general  j  but,  he  faid, 
it  v^^as  the  principle  that  he  (hould  contend  for,  and 
upon  that  (hould  refufe  his  confent  to  a  larger  di- 
vidend than  three  percent. 
Mr.  Atkin-  Mr.  Atkinjon  faid,  he  could  not,  as  an  haft-India 
^""'  Direflor,  fit  filent,  and  hear  the  accounts  of  the 

llate  of  the  Company's  affairs  ftigmatized  with  the 
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broad  brand  of  being  fraudulent.      It  was  his  duty 
to  controvert  and  deny  fo  foul  an  imputation,  aa 
imputation  that  had  no  foundation  whatever.     Mr. 
Atkinfon  faid  farther,  that  although   he  had  feen 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  in  common  with  his 
brother  Direflors,  he  was  not  bold  enough,  from 
fuch  a  flight   view  of  it,  to  venture  to  controvert 
the  whole  of  it;   but  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe, 
that  when  it  came  to  be   examined  and  difculTed, 
much  of  the  arguments  it  contained  would  be  found 
to  proceed    from   mifconception   and    error,  from 
falfe  fafls  being  ftated,  from  conclufions  that  were 
inapplicable,    being  drawn  from  other  fa6ts,  and 
from  opinions  being  hazarded   upon  matters  that 
men  might  vary  in  their  fentiments  upon,  and  re- 
fpe£ling  which   matters,  as  they  related  to  events 
to  happen  in  future,  no  corre6l  judgment  could  be 
formed  till  the  events  them  (elves  took  place,  and 
decided  between  thofe  who  had  thought  differently 
upon  the  probable  ilFue  of  thofe  events.     There 
was   nothing  however  in  that  Report,  that  went  to 
flidke  the  credibility  of  the  accounts  of  the  Hate  of 
the   Company,    that  had  been  prefented,  or  that 
•would  be  found  to  prove  thofe  accounts  to  be  other 
than  fubllantiallyjuft  and  true. 

The  queflion  was  here  put  and  agreed  to  ;  after 
which  the  Bill  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  fivll  and 
fecond  time.  It  was  then  moved,  that  it  be  com- 
mitted for  the  next  day.  It  was  ordered  ac- 
cprdingly. 

Major    , 
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jWajorScctt,  lyiajor  Scott  next  ftated,  that  difpatches  had  ar- 
rived by  land  from  Bengal,  containing  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  General,  dated  fo  low  down  as 
Febri^ary  7,  fcarce  five  months  fincc,  and  Hating 
the  accounts  of  the  Company's  affairs  in  India, 
made  up  to  the  end  of  Deceniber,  with  an  ellimate 
of  all  the  expences  of  the  eUablifhments  therefor 
five  months  forward.  This  the  Major  thought 
highly  neceflary  to  be  upon  the  Table  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Houfe,  at  the  time  they  took  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  into  their  confideration. 
He  therefore  moved  for 

'*  A  Copy  of  a  Letter   dated  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary,  1784." 

He  next  moved,  that  the  faid  papers  be  printed. 

Mr.Dunda-.  IVIr.  Dwidds  expreifed  fome  fear,  left  the  papers 
fhould  be  of  fuch  length  as  to  be  fo  long  in  print- 
ing, that  they  would  not  be  got  ready  to  deliver  to 
the  Members  in  time  for  them  to  make  themfelves 
fully  mailers  of  the  contents  before  the  day  for 
taking  the  Report  of  the  Committee  into  confide- 
ration  lliould  arrive. 

jWajorScott.  Major  Scott  faid,  he  had  a  Copy  of  the  Papers 
he  had  moved  for  in  his  hand,  and  (hewed  that 
it  m.ight  be  printed  in  a  few  hours. 
The  motion  v/as  agreed  to. 
Major  Scott  next  moved,  for  "  a  Copy  of  the 
*'  Governor  Generals  Letter  to  the  Dire£tors  of 
*'  the  Eali-India  Company,  of  the  16th  of  De- 
"  cember  1783,"  which  wits  hkcwife  agreed  to. 

Friday, 
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Friday,  June  25,  1784. 

BUDGET. 

Th  e   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice  of  Mr.  w. 
his  intention  of  bringing  forward  the  confideration 
of  the  prefent  flate  of  the  Finances,  and  propofing 
Ways  and  Means  to  provide  for  the  Supplies  voted 
for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year,  next  Wednefday. 

QUESTIONS  UPON  THE  COMMITMENT  OF  THE  EAST- 
INDIA  company's  dividend  bill. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  he  continued  to  feel  ob- m,.,  Htjen, 
jeQions  to  this  Bill ;  but  as  it  was  his  objecl,  ra- 
ther to  enter  his  own  proteft,  than  to  give  an 
unavailing  obftruLtion  to  what  would  ultimately 
have  the  lupport  of  a  majority,  he  would  be  con- 
tent to  ftate,  what  occurred  to  him  in  the  prefent 
flage  of  the  bufmefs,  and  decline  any  difcuffion  m 
the  farther  progrefs  of  it.  Exclufive  of  defeds 
in  the  general  principle  of  the  meafure,  he  muft 
obferve,  that  the  whole  frame  of  the  Bill  was  ex- 
ceptionable •,  it  recited  a  doubt,  whether  the  Com- 
pany could  make  a  dividend,  without  theconfent 
of  Parliament ;  no  fuch  doubts  exifted  ;  happily 
they  were  precluded  by  repeated  and  pofitive  ftatutes : 
the  next  recital  of  the  Bill  was,  that  public  credit  was 
concerned  in  the  propofed  dividend,  he  trufled  that 
public  credit  relied  on  broader  and  more  folid 
foundations,  than  on  the   dividends  of  the  Eaft-^ 

India 
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India  Proprietors  :  to  remedy  this  doubt,  which  did 
not  exift,  and  to  fave  the  public  credit,  which  was 
not  concerned,  the  Bill  proceeded  to  its  enabling 
claufe :  previoufly,  however,  it  was  added  in  the 
recital,  that  the  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  the 
Company's  affairs  was  not  yet  fufficiently  before 
Parliament;  and  therefore,  becaufe  Parhament  was 
yet  unable  to  decide  what  ought  to  be  the  divi- 
dend, the  Bill  proceeded  to  authorife  the  Company 
fpecifically  to  take  four  per  cent,  for  the  current 
half-year.  Such  were  the  feveral  premifes,  and 
ibch  the  conclufion!  Bat  he  did  not  wifh  to  reft 
his  objedions  on  points  of  criticifm  and  legal  ar- 
langement,  however  well  founded.  He  would  af- 
fume,  that  the  meafure  arofe  from  "an  anxiety  not  to 
prejudge  conflruftively  the  fituation  of  the  Com- 
p<Tny,  by  lowering  their  dividend  upon  the  mere 
prcfenting  of  the  Report  of  the  Eafl-India  Com* 
mittee,  and  before  that  report  had  undergone  the 
difcuffion  of  Parliament.  If  the  Houfe  had  no 
information  before  them  but  the  Report  to  which 
he  alluded,  he  allo>Aed  that  this  defence  of  the 
meafure  would  be  deciGve  :  but  it  muft  not  be 
forgotten,  that  there  had  been  feveral  weeks  before 
Parliament,  two  Reports  from  the  Dire£lors  of 
the  Company  j  and,  without  entering  into  any  dif- 
pu^e  refpetling  the  wretched  detail  exhibited  in 
thofe  Reports,  he  would  only  obferve^  that  the  Re- 
ports exprefiiiy  avowed  an  inability  to  pay  the 
CuRoras  to  the  public  Revenue,  to  the  amount  of 
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900,000!.  and  an  inability  alfo  to  pay  bills  on  tlie 
Company,  to  the  amount  of  1,400,000!.  which  bills 
were  drawn  for  money  fpecificaily  lent  to  purcbafe 
merchandize    for    the    Company  ;  that   very  mer- 
chandize was   now   arrived  in   England ;  and  this 
claufe  was  to  enable  the   Proprietors  to  divide  the 
money  refulting  from  the  fale  of  it,  though  that 
money    was    notorioufly  the  property   of  others. 
Perhaps  a  large  commercial   body  like  this  Com- 
pany were  entitled  to  be  treated  with  a  degree  of 
tendernefs  ;  perhaps  the  innocent  families  of  many 
of    the   Proprietors,    and   efpecially    the    Foreiga 
Proprietors,  were  entitled  to   as  much  prote6lion 
as  the  Houfe  could  give  ;  but  there  were  immu- 
table and  ftubborn  principles  of  juftice,  and  to  talk 
of  commercial  credit  as  din:in61;   or  diftinoruifliable 
from  fair  dealing  and  good  faith,  was  unworthy  of 
the  chara6ler    of  this    country.      Gentlemen    had 
faid,  it  was  only  a  fmal!  fum  which  was  aflced,  a 
drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  ;  he  would  only  ob- 
ferve  on  this,  tha:  the  nature  of  the  theft  was  not 
varied,   becaufe  the  fum  ftolen   was  not  large.      If 
it  were  rephed  to  him,  that  the   Proprietors  might 
have  fome  claim  for  4  per  cent,  during  the  current 
half  year,  as  it  was  poffible  that  they  had  not  fore- 
feen  the  known  circumftances  of  the  prefent  mo- 
ment;  this  might  have    fome  Httle  weight: — He 
liad  no  wilh  to  pufh  his  own   fentiments  to  rigour 
3gainft  any   man,  or   fet  of  men,  and  though  he 
would  not  impede  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  Bill, 

he 
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he  defired  to  be  confidered  as  of  opinion  againll 
it  iti  all  its  parts. 
Mr.G;ibert.     Ml".  Gilbert  then  took  the  Chair  in  the  Com- 
mittee, when 
Prttl    *  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer   rofe,  and  faid, 

that   though  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
Hated  arguments,    which    weighed  fufficiently  on 
his    mind  to  change  his  opinion,  as   to   the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  giving  a  dividend,  at  the 
rate  of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  prefent 
half  year,  and  until  the  Report  of  the  Commit. 
tee  could  be  duly   difcuffed,   he  felt  perfectly  dif- 
pofed  to    adopt    any   fuggeftion    which  might  re- 
move objeclions    as   to   the    framing  of   the   Bill, 
With  refpedto  the  recital,  he  confeired  that  in  his 
own  mind  he  had  no  doubts  about  the  law  at  pre- 
fent in  force  to  reftrain  the  dividends  to  the  Com- 
pany ;   but  having  heard  others  treat  it  doubtfully, 
the  expiefiion  had  not  flruck   him  as    improper. 
As  to  the  words  "  public  credit"  in  the  recital,  he 
would   admit   that  they  were    exceptionable,  and 
would  confent  to  change  them   to  the   words  "  ere- 
*'  dit  of  the  Company  :"  and  with  refpefl  to  the 
Honourable  Gentleman's  principal  obje6tion  to  the 
words  authorifing  a  dividend  "  equal    to  four  per 
"  cent,  for    the  half  year,"  he  did  not  think  that 
they  differed    materially    irom   the    words,  "  not 
*'  exceeding  four   per  cent "  if,  however,  the  lat- 
ter expreffion  would    be    Icfs   unfatisfaclory,    he 


would  not  objeQ  lo  admitting  it. 
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Mr.  Hujfey  thanked  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  Mr.  Hu%. 
for  his  candour;  and  faid  that  he  fhould  have  had 
great  objedions  to  the  prefent  meafure,  if  it  had 
appeared  that  there  was  time  to  examine  the  Re- 
port of  the  Eafl-India  Committee  previoufly,  and 
before  it  fhould  be  necefiary  to  declare  the  divi- 
dend in  the  Quarterly  Court. 

Mr.  Eden,  in  anfvver  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Mr.  Eden. 
Exchequer,  faid,  it  now  appearing  to  be  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  the  Houfe  that  no  doubts  exilled 
refpefting  the  law  on  the  fubje6l,  he  felt  himfelc 
much  fortified  in  objefting  to  that  claufe,  and  mud 
entreat  to  have  it  omitted  ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  authorifing  the  Direftors  to  make  a 
dividend  Twt  exceeding  four  per  cent,  it  fnrely 
was  very  different  from  an  exprefs  permiffion  to 
make  a  dividend  equal  to  four  per  cent,  l^he 
former  expreflion  left  a  refponfibihty  with  the  Di- 
ie£tors  and  the  Company  ;  and  the  refponfibihty 
ought  to  red  with  them,  if  it  was  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe,  that  Parliament  was  not  yet  fufiBciently  in-  ' 
formed  to  decide.  He  added,  that  a  dividend  of 
four  per  cent,  for  the  half  year  would  fiibjed  the 
Company  to  pay  for  the  viQualling  and  (lores  of 
the  King's  Chips ;  there  being  an  a6l  of  Parlia- 
ment for  that  purpofe. 

A  converfation  here  arofe  acrofs  the  table  be- 
tween Mr.  PiU,  Mr.  Dundas,  and  Mr,  £den,  when  Mr.  w. 
the  alterations  defcribed  above  were  admitted  ;  and  ^''"'  ^"^ 

the 
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the  Bill    was  afterwards  reported,    engroCTed  and 
paffed. 

ARMY    H  A  L  F  -  P  A  Y    ESTIMATES. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve 
itfelf  into  a   Committee  of  Supply,  having   been 
moved  and  read,   the  feveral  Army  Eftimates,  re- 
lative to  half-pay,  that    had   been  prefented,  were 
referred  to   the  confideration  of  the   Committee  ; 
when 
terd  Bfau,      Lord  Beauchamp  rofe,    declaring  he  had  a  fingle 
point  to  fubmit  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and 
conceived  that  to  be  the  proper  time  for  mentioning 
it.     His  Lordfhip  then  dated  the  extreme  hardO-jip 
incurred  by  the    officers   of  four   regiments  lateljr 
reduced.       Thofe  regiments,    he   faid,  it  had  been 
generally  underdood,  were  not   intended   to  be  re- 
duced, and    in    confequence  of   that    fuppofition. 
Gentlemen  had  exchanged  out  of  other  regiments, 
and  purchafcd  commitfions  in  them.     At  the  fame 
lime  that  he  faid  this,  he  begged  not  to  be  under- 
Hood   as    in    any   the  fmallell  degree    calling   the 
n-.eafure    of  their    redudlion   in  qucflion,    or    im- 
peaching  the  exercife   of    the  Royal   Prerogative 
in  that    inflance.     Certainly    the   Crown  ought  to 
be  left  in  full  pofieffion  of  its  undoubted  preroga- 
tive in  all  cafes  whatfoever  refpedling  the  army  and 
navy,  and  as  clearly  there  was   no  ground  for  re-j 
prehenfion  ot  Government  for  having,   through 
laudable  zeal  for  oeconomy,  endeavoured  to  lower 

the 


A,  17^4.]  DEBATES.  161 

the  amount  of  the  public  expenditure  by  the  re- 
du6lion  of  the  four   regiments  in  queftion.     The 
officers  of  thofe  regiments,  therefore,  had  no  right 
to  call  upon  the  jufticeof  the  Houfe  for  relief,  but 
when  their  long    and    meritorious    fervices   were 
confidered,  when  the  error  they  had  been  led  into, 
i"efpe6ling  the  certainty   of  their   regiments  being 
continued  on  the  eftablifhrnent,  was  taken  into  the 
cafe,  the  candour  and  fairnefs  of  gentlemen  would 
admit,  that  the  officers  flood  within  the  equity  of 
Parliament,  and  that  it  was   not  an   unreafonable 
expe6lation  on  their  part  to  hope,  that  fomeihing 
might  be  done  in  their  favour.    His  Lordffiip  faid, 
no  man  could  be  more  fenfible  than   he  was  of  the 
extreme  difadvantage  a  private  individual  mufl  la- 
bour under,   who   interfered  fo  far  with  the  exe- 
cutive Government,    as    to  take    upon   himlelf  the 
talk  of  making  any  propolition  relative  to  any  of 
the  neceffary  public  fervices  •,  but    confcious  as  he 
was  of  the  delicacy  of  fuch  an  interference,  admit- 
ting that  it   was  the    pecuHar    prerogative   of   the 
Crown  to  difpofe  of  every  thing  relative  to  the  ar- 
my, and   that   the   Crown  was  the  conftirutional 
fountain  of  grace   and   honour,  and  believing  that 
Government  meant  and  wiffied  to  do  every  thing  to 
the  public  on  that  head  that  was  confident  with  their 
duty  and  becoming  their  ftation,    he  could  not  fo 
far  give  up  his  privilege    as  a   Member  of  Parlia- 
ment,  and   as  one   of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  whofe  peculiar  office  and  fundiun  it  was  to 
Vol.  11.  M  guard 
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guard  the  public  purfe,  and   regulate  every  thing 
that  bore  relation  to   the  pubhc  expenditure,  as  to 
refrain  from  bringing  the  cafe  of  the  officers  of  the 
four  regiments,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  before  the 
Houfe  ;   and  fmce  their  meritorious  fervices,  add- 
ed to  the  other  circumftances  that  be  had  touched 
upon,  appeared  to  him  to  entitle  them  to  the  equi- 
table confideration  of  government,    be  could    not 
help  looking  to  the    Right   Hon.  Gentleman,  op- 
pofite  to  him,  with  fome  degree  of  hope,  that  he 
fhould  hear  Government  had  it  in  intention  to  do 
fomething  for  them. 
sir  George        The   SccrclaTy  at  War   faid,  with  regard  to  the 
""*  *       meritorious   fervices   of  the    Officers  of  the  four 
Regiments  alluded  to  by  the  Noble  Lord,  he  was 
ready  to  give  his   full  affent  to   every  idea  of  that 
kind,  fuggefted  by  the  Noble  Lord,  and  he  could 
with  fafety  fay,  that  as  far  as   meritorious   fervices 
entitled  Officers    to  the  countenance  and  confide- 
ration of  Government,  no   Officers  had  a  ft ronger 
claim  than  thofe  in  queftion.     What  he  rafe  prin- 
cipally for,  was  to  take  notice  of  one  or  two  points 
which  the   Noble  Lord  had   touched  upon.     The 
Noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  it  had  been  underftood 
the  four  Regiments,  refpe6ling  which  he  had  ad- 
drefied   the    Houfe,  were  not  intended   to  be  re- 
duced :  in  anfwer  to  this,  it  was  incumbent  upon 
him  to  obferve,  that  the  fcheme  of  their   reduc-i 
i\on    was  not  the  fcheme  of  the  prefent  admini- 
llration  :  perhaps  had  he  had  the  honour  to  be  in 
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office  at  the  time  when  the  redu£lion  was  propo- 
fed,  he  fljould  have  been  the  propofer :  but  the 
fa6l  was,  it  was  propofed  during  the  exiftence  of 
another  adminiftration  before  Chriftmas  ;  at  that 
time  the  Houfe  adopted  the  idea,  and  having  thus 
given  their  opinion  upon  it,  the  prcfent  admini- 
ftration, had  they  entertained  different  fentiments 
upon  the  fubje6t,  would  have  held  themfelves 
bound  to  obey  the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  and  carry 
every  meafnre  into  execution  that  had  received 
their  fandion.  With  regard  to  what  the  Noble 
Lord  had  faid,  that  the  Crown  was  the  fountain  of 
grace  and  favour,  it  was  undoubtedly  true,  and  re- 
wards for  meritorious  fervices  could  not  flow  from 
a  purer  channel.  He  had  no  doubt,  therefore,  but 
if  the  cafe  of  the  officers  in  queftion  did  appear  to 
be  fo  Angularly  hard,  as  to  furnifh  a  ftrong  claim  to 
the  particular  notice  of  Government,  their  claim 
would  not  efcape  due  attention. 

General  Burgoyne  rofe  in  confequence  of  what  Gtn.  Bur- 
had  fallen  from  Sir  George  Yonge,  relative  to  the 
redu6tion  of  thofe  regiments  having  been  propofed 
by  the  late  Miniftry.  The  General  faid,  the  fa£b 
was  undoubtedly  fo,  but  he  reminded  the  Houfe, 
that  he  had  himfelf  rifen  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
idea  of  reducing  them  was  fuggefled,  and  pleaded 
what  was  and  muft  be  univerfally  admitted,  viz. 
their  long  and  meritorious  fervices,  and  the  lingular 
hardfhip  of  their  cafe;  and  in  confequence  of  what 
he  had  faid  upon  the  occalion,  iiuimation  had  been 
M  2  given 
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given  to  the  Houfe  that  thofe  matters  would  un- 
doubtedly be  in  the  contemplation  of  Government, 
and  fome  expedient  fhould  be  found  to  do  their 
merit  ju  [lice. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excluder  corroborated  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  declared 
tho.  prefent  government,  in  the  inftance  in  queflion, 
had  done  no  more  than  complied  with  the  fentiments 
v/hich  that  Houfe  exprefsly  declared ;  a  duty, 
"which  they  not  only  had  confidered  as  indifpen- 
fible  in  the  cafe  in  difcuffion,  but  which  they  fhould 
never  think  themfelves  warranted  to  depart  from 
in  any  given  cafe,  unlefs  a  neceflity  more  than  or- 
dinarily urgent,  and  fufficiently  ftrong  to  amourrt 
to  an  ample  juflincation  of  their  adopting  another 
line  of  conducl,  fhould  arife.  If  it  could  be  made 
appear,  that  the  general  idea  that  the  four  re- 
giments would  not  be  reduced,  had  fo  far  pre- 
vailed, that  officers  a6tually  had  exchanged,  and 
purchafed  commifiTions  in  thofe  regiments,  there 
certainly  was  a  degree  of  hardfhip  in  the  cafe ,  th^rt 
muft  necellarily  make  its  imprefTion  on  the  feelings 
of  every  gentleman  prefent ;  but  fenfible  as  the 
Houfe  maft  be  of  that  hardfhip,  he  hoped  no  im- 
prefiion,  however  flrong,  of  the  companionate  (i- 
tuation  of  any  individuals,  however  deferving, 
would  be  admitted  to  operate  in  contravention  of 
thofe  public  principles,  the  Houfe  might  have  laid 
down  as  the  rules  of  its  conduft,  in  the  difpofai  of 
any  one  branch  of  the  annual  expenditure  either  of 
.      .  the 
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the  army  or  any  other  fervice.  As  far  as  was  com- 
patible with  thofe  principles,  no  man  could  be 
more  willing  than  he  fhould  be  to  bend  to  the 
compaflTionate  cafe  of  any  officers  whofe  fervices 
had  been  long  and  meritorious,  as  the  fervices  of 
the  officers  in  queftion  were  on  all  hands  admitted 
to  have  been;  but  beyond  a  compatibility  with 
thofe  principles  he  was  not  inclined  to  go.  Reports 
he  faid  had  been  circulated  that  he  could  not  but 
coniider  as  reports  both  falfe  in  themfelves,  and 
highly  injurious  to  the  lafl;  Adminidration  ;  he  was 
extremely  forry,  that  neither  the  Right  Eion.  Gen- 
tleman who  a6led  as  the  MiniRcr  in  that  Houfe 
before  Chriftmas,  nor  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  immediately  filled  the  office  of  h'ecretary 
at  War,  was  prefent,  to  give  the  Houfe  any  in- 
formation on  the  fubjedl;  •,  but  reports  had,  un- 
doubtedly, been  in  circulation,  as  many  gentlemen 
knew,  which  flated,  that  the  late  AdminiUration, 
though  they  propofed  the  redu6lion  of  the  four 
regiments  in  queflion  to  that  Houfe,  had  fignified 
to  the  officers,  that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  re- 
duce them,  and  that  fome  expedient  Ihould  be 
found  to  continue  them  on  the  ellablifhment.  This 
he  could  not  believe,  becaufe  the  late  MiniOry  had 
taken  credit  to  themfelveji  for  the  redudion  of  thofe 
four  regiments,  and  becaufe,  undoubtedly,  if  the 
j-egiments  had  been  intended  to  have  been  conti- 
nued, they  could  not  have  been  continued  by  find- 
ing an  £)fpedi#nt  for  fuch  continuance,  but  the 
M  3  ojjly 
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only  means  of  continuing  them,  muft  have  been  by 
prefcnting  a  feparate  and  direft  eRimate  of  the 
expence  to  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Pitt  faid  farther,  thai 
if  the  idea  of  not  reducing  them  was  fo  generally 
underflood,  it  was  a  httle  remarkable  that  the 
Noble  Lord,  who  had  that  day  introduced  the  fub- 
je6l,  had  not  faid  one  word  upon  it,  xvhen  their 
redu6tion  had  been  propofed  by  the  late  Secretary 
at  War.  Before  he  concluded,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  it 
would  reft  with  the  Houfe  to  a6l  as  they  thought 
proper,  but  he  wifhed  them  to  recoiled,  that  if  the 
oflBcers  of  the  four  laft  reduced  regiments  were  al- 
lowed their  full  pay,  it  would  go  a  great  way  to- 
wards depriving  the  public  of  the  benefit  refulting 
from  the  reduftion  of  thofe  regiments. 
LsrdBeau-       hoi'd  Beaitclwmp  defired  that  he  might  be  per- 

clump-  •        1  r  1  •  1  •  • 

mitted  to  fay  a  word  or  two  m  explanation  of  his 
own  conduft.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  he 
flattered  himfelf,  would  do  him  the  juftice  to  ad- 
mit, that  he  had  not  opened  the  buCnefs  in  a  man- 
ner the  leaft  degree  invidious  to  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment. [Mr.  Pitt  faid  acrofs  the  Houfe,  "cer- 
tainly not."]  He  was  a  little  furprifcd,  therefore, 
at  the  obfervation,  that  he  had  faid  nothing  upon 
the  fubjcfl:,  when  the  reduction  of  the  regiments 
was  firft  talked  of.  If  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
hadexeited  his  ufual  accuracy,  he  certainly  would 
have  recolle61ed  that  when  the  redu6lion  was  firft 
t.ilked  of,  it  was  exprefsly  declared  that  it  was  not 
to  lake  place  till  certain  regiments,  then  in   the 

Eaft- 
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Eaft-Indics,  came  home,  and  it  was  undcrftood  at 
the  time,  that  they  were  likely  to  have  continued 
in  that  quarter  of  the   world  much  longer.     The 
redu6lion,  in  fa6l,  was  a  recent  circumftance,  and 
had  only  been  put  in  execution  a  few  weeks  lince; 
it  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  he  had  not  faid 
any  thing  upon  the  fubjeCl  when  the  redu6i:ion  was 
originally   mentioned.     With    regard  to  the    ex- 
pence,  his   Lordiliip    faid,  the  whole  expence  of 
allowing  the  officers  in  quefl-ion  full  pay,  would 
amount  only   to   7CO0I.  a  year ;  and   furely  that 
fum,  when   appropriated  to   the  reward    of  long 
and  meritorious  fervices,  was  not  large  enough  to 
create  any  great  alarm,  or  t<?  run  violently  counter 
to  a  laudable  attention  to  public  oeconomy. 
The  Speaker  after  this  left  the  bhair,  and 
The  Secretary  at  War  moved  the  following  Re-  ?iir  George 
folutions,  which    were  agreed  to  without  further 
debate : 
For  the  Extraordinaries  of  the 

Army,  * 

For  reduced  Officers, 
For  reduced  Horfe  Guards, 
For  reduced  Officers, 
For  Britiffi  American  forces, 
For  Officers  late  in  the  fervice 

of  the  States  General, 
For  widows  of  Officers, 
For  widows  of  Britifli  American 

Officers^ 

M  4 


L 

s. 

d. 

2,360,992 

0 

9 

75>i'6 

18 

6 

563 

12 

10 

31,303,000 

0 

0 

54^653 

0 

p 

3.544 

14 

3 

17,000 

4 

0 
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For  regiments  fent  from  Ireland  £.       5.       d. 

10  Gibraltar,  -  4,246    11      o 

For  additionals  to  three  regi- 
ments in  17S3,  -  102,54   17     4 
For  corps  to  their  times  of  dif- 

banding  in  1783,         -  9,821    15     6. 

For  Hanoverian  infantry,  23,419     o   io| 

For  the  North  American  ftafiF,  6,291      7     o 

The  above  motions  were  feverally  agreed  to. 
A  memorial  and   petition  of  the  Council   and 
Affembly   of   the  ifland  of    Nevis,    in   behalf  of 
themfelves   and  the  red   of  the  planters  and  inha- 
bitants  of  the   fiid    ifland,  was  prefented   to    the 
Houfe,  and  read  ;   fetting  forth,  that  the  event  of 
peace,  amidft  the  general  joy   which   it  hath  dif- 
fufed,  hath  excited  in  the  breads  of  the  petitioners 
fenfations,  no  lefs  of  gratitude  than  of  happinefs, 
for  the  invaluable   bleffing  it  confers  upon  them  in 
the  reftoration  of  their  ifland  to  the  Britiih  realms, 
and  confequently  in  putting  an  end  to  the  diftrefles 
and   loflTes  they  have   borne  by   their  capture  and 
detention  in    the  enemy's  hands  for  nearly    two 
years  ;   and  that  the   petitioners,  in  contemplating 
the  happy  conftquences   of  peace,    have   not   re- 
ftrained  their   expeftations   from  extending  them- 
felves to  the  benefits  of  an  open  trade  with  Ame- 
jica;  for,  being confcious  that  their  very  exigence, 
as  a  fngar  colony,  depends  on  fuch   an  indulgence, 
they  flattered  themfelves  that  Government  would 
become  fenfible  of  their  fituation,  it  being  not  pe- 
culiar 
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culiar  to  ihem  alone,  but  common  to  all  the 
Leeward  Sugar  Iflands ;  they  therefore  hoped  that 
no  obRacle  would  arife  to  their  intercourfe  with  a 
country,  which,  from  its  local  and  other  natural 
advantages,  hath  afforded  the  only  polhble  means 
of  carrying  on  the  cultivation  of  thole  iflands,  and 
without  the  continued  affiflance  of  which,  thofe 
iflands  muft  become  ruinous  to  the  proprietors  of 
their  lands,  and  ufelefs  burdens  to  the  nation ;  and 
that  they  have  never  alarmed  themfelves  with  the 
leaft  apprehenfion  of  Government's  prohibiting 
their  free  communication  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  from  an  idea  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Ca- 
nada's being  competent  to  fupply  them,  it  being 
an  indifputabie  facl,  that  the  uncultivated  fl;ate  of 
the  former  province  fubjcds  it  to  almofl:  an  entire 
dependence  for  its  fupport  on  the  more  fouthern 
and  fruitful  provinces ;  u  hilfl;  Canada,  from  its 
diflance,  and  from  its  difficult,  and  indeed  imprac- 
ticable, navigation  during  fix  months  of  the  year, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  regular  fource  of  fupplies; 
and  that,  being  thus  buoyed  up  with  the  hopes  of 
renewing  fo  neceffary  a  trade,  and  forefeeing  in 
their  own  conceptions  no  probable  impediment 
thereto,  they  have  been  the  more  furprifed  to  hear 
that,  in  the  period  of  their  captivity,  which  with- 
held them  from  feeking  and  experiencing  the  cle- 
mency of  Government,  a  misfortune  which  rather 
enhances  than  diminiflies  their  title  to  favours,  that, 
in  the  very  inftant  of  fuch  their  diilreflTes,  the  ifland 

of 
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of  Antigua  hath  availed  herfelf  of  her  more  foi% 
tunate  lot,  and  petitioned  Government  to  be  made 
a  free  port;  and  that,  if  fuch  an  indulgence  be 
granted  to  Antigua,  and  if  the  other  iflands  of  tl^e 
Leeward  government  be  thereby  excluded  from  a 
direft  trade  with  America,  it  muft  ultimately  end 
in  their  ruin ;  it  would,  through  neceflity,  oblige 
the  other  iflands  to  fend  to  Antigua  for  provifions 
and  lumber  at  an  enhanced  expence,  a  meafure  fe- 
verely  burdenfome  to  them,  and  beneficial  to  An- 
tigua alone,  as  it  would  in  no  wife  concur  with  the 
policy  of  Great  Britain,  fhould  fuch  be  her  object, 
to  diminilh  American  imports,  fuch  an  exclufive 
indulgence  to  Antigua  would  alfo  eftablifli  it  as  the 
only  mart  through  which  the  other  iflands  could 
procure  a  regular  vent  for  their  rum,  and  the  pro- 
fits of  it,  after  dedufling  the  heavy  charge  of 
freight,  would  be  reduced  to  a  value  very  inade^ 
quate  to  the  labour  and  expence  of  diftilling  it; 
and  thefe  difadvantages,  great  in  themfelves,  would 
be  yet  aggravated  by  unavoidable  interruptions  to 
the  importation  of  fuppliesfrom  Antigua,  and  that 
more  efpecially  in  the  hurricane  months,  when, 
from  the  dread  of  violent  winds,  and  the  ufual 
tempeftuous  weather,  the  trading  veflfels  are  mofl;Iy 
laid  up,  and  fcarcely  any  communication  preferved 
betwixt  the  iflands ;  no  veflels,  during  that  period 
of  the  year,  can  be  hired,  unlefs  at  the  mofl:  exor- 
bitant prices,  and,  after  all,  the  fuccefs  of  their 
voyage  would  be  a  very  precarious  dependence ; 

but 
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but  ev^n  at  more  favourable  feafons,  difappoint- 
ments  would  too  frequently  occur,  from  the  wind- 
ward fituation  of  Antigua,  and  from  the  calms  and 
currents  fo  prevalent  in  thofe  feas ;    nay,  the  very 
coafl;  of  Antigua  would  increafe  the  evil,  as,  from 
its  natural  difadvantages,  all  accefs  to  it  is  Angularly 
difficult;  weak,   therefore,  as  are  her  natural  pre- 
tenfions  to  a  free  port,  her  eventual  ones  feem  no 
lefs  fo  ;  for,  if  exclufive  privileges  are  to  be  granted 
to  any  one  ifland  for  its  particular  benefit,  at  the 
'expence  and  manifeH:  injury   of  the  reft,  a  regard 
to  the  lutFerinCTs  and  lofTes  of  thofe  which  have  been 
captured  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  would,  no  doubt, 
in  juftice  and  humanity,  mark  one  of  them  as  the 
fitteft  obje6l  of  partiality  ;  and  that  the  petitioners, 
however,  prefamc  not  to  harbour  a  thought  fo  in- 
jurious  to  the  juftice  and  impartiality  of  Govern- 
ment, as  to  apprehend  the  poffibility  of  fuccefs  to 
a  petition  from  any  one  ifland  to  the  detriment  of 
the  reft  ;  but  having  thus  ttated  the  dependence  of 
thefe  colonies  on  the  continent  of  America,  as  well 
for  the  fale  of  their  rum  as  for  the  neceftary  fup- 
plies  of  lumber   and  grain,    with  which   neither 
Great  Britain,  nor  any  of  her  territories,  can  fur- 
nifli  them  but  upon  the  moft  ruinous  terms,  muft: 
alfo  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  as  a  farther  reafonable 
plea  for  thus  approaching  them,  their  prefent  em- 
barralfed  fituation,  in  confequence   of  heavy  local 
taxes,  additional  duties  on  fugars  in  England,  the 
reduced  price  of  that  article,  and  their  late  unfor- 
tunate 
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tunate  crops;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
Houfe  will  take  the  premifes  into  their  mofl;  ferious 
conGderation,  and  grant  them  fuch  relief  as  may 
feem  meet. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  petition  do  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


Monday,  June  28,  J 784. 


BILL      OF      PRIVILEGES. 


Johnftone. 


In  a  Committee  on  a  B.U  "  for  enabling  all  fol- 
diers  and  failors,  who  have  ferved  in  the  army  or 
navy  fince  the  firft  of  April,  1 763,  to  exercife  trades 
in  corporate  towns,  without  having  previoufly  ob- 
tained the  freedoms  of  fuch  towns," 

sir  James  -  Sir  Jamcs  Johnjlom  obferved,  the  benefits  of  fuch 
a  Bill  ought  in  juftice  to  be  extended  to  all  thofe 
who  had  borne  arms  in  the  fervice  of  the  Public, 
and  therefore  he  moved  that  the  provifions  of  the 
Bill  be  extended  to  all  thofe  who  had  ferved  in  the 
militia  and  fencible  regiments,  and  have  been  ho- 
nourably difcharged.  He  fpoke  in  a  very  audible 
voice,  in  order  to  draw  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
to  his  motion  ;  for  as  he  did  not  like  to  frnuggle 
any  thing  through  the  Houfe,  fo  he  did  not  willi 
that  his  motion  flioyld  pafs  fnhfikntio:   if,  tlierei* 

fore, 
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fore,  any  one  thought  the  motion   improper,  he 
had  now  a  fair  opportunity  to  oppofe  it, 

Mr.  Medley  was  apprehenfive  that  fomany  per-  Mr.Medley. 
fons  would  acquire  parochial  fettlements  under 
this  Bill,  that  the  pariflies  would  not  be  able  to 
bear  the  burdens  that  might  fall  upon  them  in  con- 
fequence  of  it.  The  motion,  as  it  was  now  worded, 
would  take  in  fubllitutes,  a  clafs  of  men,  who 
having  ferved  for  hire,  were  not,  in  his  opinion, 
entitled  to  the  fame  indulgence  as  thofe  who,  torn 
from  their  families  and  fire-fides,  had  borne  the 
fatigue  and  hardfliips  of  a  military  life  ;  he  there- 
fore moved  in  amendment,  "  That  between  the 
**  words  who,  and  have  ferved  in  the  militia,  be 
*'  inferted  the  following  words,  '  having  been  duly 
**  ballotted/  and  between  the  words  ferved,  and 
*'  in  the  militia,  be  inferted  the  following,  '  in 
**  perfon," 

Mr.  Robinfon  thought  the  fubllitutes  very  proper  Mr.  Robin- 
obje6is  of  national  indulgence ;  and  therefore  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  amendment  ought  not  to 
be  admitted.  However,  finding  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe  went  with  the  amendment,  he  did  not  per- 
fift  in  oppofing  it ;  and  the  amended  motion  paflTed 
without  any  farther  debate. 

ARMY. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  and  Mr.  Gilbert 
brought  up  the  Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  on  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army. 

The 
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The  refolutions  having  been  read  once, 
Col.  Fits.         Colonel  Fitxpatrick  rofe  ;  he   faid  he  was  very 

pauick.  '' 

forry  that  he  had  been  abfent  from  the  Houfe  when 
a  converfation  took  place  on  Friday  lad,  relative 
tofome  regiments  that  were  to  be  reduced.  Had 
he  been  prefent,  he  would  have  given  a  flat  contra- 
di6Hon  to  a  report,  to  which  he  underftoodan  al- 
lufion  had  been  made,  that  though  the  plan  of  re* 
duftion  which  he  had  the  honour  to  lay  before 
Parliament,  ftated  that  only  fixty-four  regiments 
of  infantry  were  to  be  kept  on  foot,  fome  means 
would  be  contrived  to  keep  up  fome  more  regi- 
ments, which  were  younger  than  the  fixty  fourth. 
He  could  aifure  the  Houfe,  that  there  was  not  a 
Ihadow  of  ground  for  any  fuch  report ;  and  that 
the  late  Adminiftration,  in  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  fill  a  fubordinate  fituation,  never  had  it  in 
contemplation,  or  in  idea,  to  keep  up  a  greater 
number  of  troops  than  had  been  voted  by  that 
Houfe.  With  refpecl  to  the  officers  of  thofe  regi- 
ments, whofe  cafe  had  been  mentioned  on  Friday 
laft,  he  could  alfo  affure  the  Houfe  that  no  pro- 
mife  had  been  made  to  them  by  the  late  admini- 
11  ration,  that  they  ftiould  continue  to  receive  full 
pay,  after  the  difbanding  of  thofe  regiments  ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  muft,  in  juftice  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  fay,  that  he  alvvaj's  thought  their  cafe 
merited  (bme  confideration  •,  for  it  was  certain 
i;hat  under  an  idea  that  the  eltablifhment  at  the 
end  of  this  laft  war  would  be  as  great  as  the  laft 
t  peace 
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peace  eflablilhment,  when  feventy-one  regiments 
were  kept  up,  they  had  their  exchanges  and  pur- 
chafes  in  thofe  regiments  now  to  be  difbanded,  as 
if  they  were  not  to  be  difbanded  at  all ;  and  there- 
fore, as  they  would  probably  fuffer  much  injury 
to  their  private  fortunes,  he  thought  fomething 
ought  to  be  done  for  them  ;  and  he  was  not  lingu- 
lar in  that  opinion,  for  it  was  entertained  by  many 
Gentlemen  in  the  lad  fefllon  of  Parliament,  totally 
unconne6ted  with  the  late  adminiflration ;  and  alfo 
by  the  late  Commander  in  Chief,  who,  had  that 
adminiflration  lafted,  would  certainly  have  recom- 
mended their  cafe  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe.  Out  of  office  as  he  himfclf  was  now,  it 
could  not  be  expe£led  that  be  ftiould  make  any 
motion  on  that  fubjecf ;  but  if  any  one  elfe  would 
take  the  lead,  he  would  give  him  his  hearty  fup- 
port.  He  added,  that  his  Majefly's  late  Minifters 
would  undoubtedly  have  countenanced  fuch  a  flep; 
and  when  he  had  the  mortification  to  communi- 
cate in  his  then  official  capacity,  to  thofe  regi- 
ments, the  difagreeable  intelligence,  that  they  were 
to  be  included  in  the  liffc  of  regiments  to  be  dif- 
banded, it  would  have  been  great  confolation  to 
him  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  hold  out  to 
meritorious  officers  a  profpeQ  of  relief. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excbeque?-  faid,  that  he  had  ^^r.  w, 
certainly  alluded  to   the  report  mentioned  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (namely,   that  though  the 
eflabliHiment  laid  before  Parliament  was  for  no 

moier 
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more  than  fixty-four  regiments  of  infantry,  ftili 
means  were  to  be  contrived  to  keep  up  fome  more,  j 
But  though  he  mentioned  that  report,  he  did  not 
fay  he  beheved  it ;  on  the  contrary,  he  lamented 
that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  not  prefent,  in 
order  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  fully  to 
contradidl,  as  he  had  now  done,  a  report  fo  injurious 
to  his  friends  :  The  tloufe  mull  now  be  fatisfied 
from  what  had  fallen  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gende- 
man,  that  the  pubhc  faith  had  not  been  pledged  to 
the  officers,  whofe  cafe  had  been  the  fubje6l  of 
converfation  on  Friday,  and  that  whatever  claim 
they  might  have  upon  the  humanity  of  the  Houfe, 
they  had  none  upon  its  juftice. 

Piere  the  matter  relied.  The  refolutions  of  the 
report  from  the  Committee  were  then  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  agreed  to  bv  the  Houfe. 


EAST-INDIES. 


a 


it'r.  Wrcx-  Mr.  Wraxall  begged  leave  to  put  a  quefiion  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  fimply  to  afli, 
when  he  intended  to  bring  in  his  bill  for  the  better 
manaaement  of  the  concerns  of  the  Ea(t-India 
Company  ? — The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  mufl  be 
thoroughly  fatisfied,  that  in  the  prefent  pollure  of 
thofe  affairs,  procrallinaiion  and  delay  vvotdd  pro- 
bably be  attended  widi  the  mod  ferious  confe- 
quences^ — Would  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  af- 
fure  the  Houfe  that  we  were  at  peace  in  India  ? 
He  was  fure  he  would  not ;  for  the  latefl;  advices 

from 
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from  that  country  contained  very  alarming  intel- 
ligence; that  Tippoo  Saib  was  flill  in  arms  in  the 
Carnatic ;  and  that  the  French  had  not  complied 
with  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  at  lead  not  with  the 
fpirit  of  that  treaty  ;  for  the  accounts  lately  re- 
ceived from  India  Hated,  that  four  thoufand  Eu- 
ropean infantry,  belonging  to  France,  were  at 
Pondicherry,  a  place  no  way  calculated  for  a  gar- 
rifon  or  place  d'armes,  for  the  walls  were  mouldered 
away  and  the  glacis  was  thrown  into  the  ditch  ; 
fo  that  the  only  apparent  motive  the  French  could 
have  for  keeping  fo  great  a  force  in  fuch  a  place, 
could  only  be,  that  they  might  be  at  hand  to  afiifl 
Tippoo  Saib.  But  it  was  not  from  the  native 
powers  only,  or  from  them  and  the  French  united, 
that  danger  was  now  to  be  apprehended  ;  for  tho' 
by  the  abilities,  the  exertions,  and  the  energy  of 
mind  of  Mr.  Haftings,  our  poITeffions  in  India  had 
been  defended  and  preferved  by  a  peace,  flill  the 
divifions  which  prevailed  between  our  own  fettle- 
ments  might  well  alarm  us  for  their  fafety. 

On  the  very  laft  day  of  the  lafl  feflion  of  Parlia- 
mfint,  an  Hon.  Member,  who  was  not  in  the  pre- 
fent  Parliament  (General  Smith)  had  earneftly  re- 
commended it  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, to  turn  his  thoughts  without  a  moment's  de- 
lay, to  prevent  the  fatal  confequences  that  might 
attend  thofe  divifions;  he  was  very  forry  to  fay, 
that  tliofe  divifions  were  not  healed  ;  for  though 
•it  might  not  be  altogether  generally  known  in  that 
Vol.  II.  M  Houfe, 
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Iloufe,  it  was  but   too  true,  that  Lord  Macartney- 
had  a6lually  refufed  to  obey  orders  fent  to  him  by 
Governor  Haflings  and  the  Supreme   Council  of 
Bengal — The  Houfe  well  knew,  that  by  repeated 
a£ls   of  Parliament,  the  Supreme   Council  had  a 
fuperintendiF)gjmirdiQ,iGn  over  all  the  Britilh  fettle- 
ments  in  India,  and  that  they  are  all  bound  to  obey 
its  orders  ;  yet  in  fpite  of  thofe  ads  of  Parliament, 
Lord  Macartney  had  pofitively  refufed  to  obey  the 
orders  he  had    received  from  Bengal:  th-us  were 
Piengal  and   Madras   at  variance  ;  and   from  that 
variance  every  thing,  was  to  be  apprehended — The 
Houfe,   th^efore,  muft  fee  the    abfolute  neceffity 
of  taking  up  the  bufmefs,  and  paffing  ana6l  to  re- 
gulate  the  government  of    India.       He    wilhed, 
then,  the  Right  Hon.   Gentleman  would,  without 
delay,  produce  his  long    wiQied-for  bill  by  which 
the   future   government  of  India   was  to  be  efta- 
blifhed.     He   wilhed  not  that    it    fhould  be  a^io- 
lent  bill,   like    that  which  had  overturned  the  late 
adminiftration,  but  that  it  fhould  at  once  unite  mo- 
deration   with   efficacy.     It   might  be    urged,  he 
faid,   that    as    to    the  divifions  which  at    prefent 
prevail  between    Bengal   and  Madras,   there  was 
no  very    preffing  neceffity  on   their    account  for 
bringing  forward  immediately  a  bill  for  the  better 
government  of  thofe  lettleraents,  becaufe  the  Court 
of  Diredors  was  at  this  moment  veiled  with  fuffi- 
cicnt  powers  to  heal  thofe  diviiions — He  admitted- 
that  the   DireQors   had  thofe  powers ;  but  torpid  . 

by 
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hy  nature,  and  lethargic  by  principle,  they  had 
not  yet  thought  proper  to  call  them  forth,  and 
bring  them  into  a6lion ;  for  though  they  knew 
that  the  difpute  between  Calcutta  and  Madras, 
might  poflTibly  endanger  thofe  poflTeffions  ;  and 
though  they  knew  that  the  difobedience  of  Lord 
Macartney  to  the  orders  of  the  Supreme  Council, 
was  contrary  to  law,  they  had  not  yet  thought  of 
recalling  his  Lordfhip  ;  and  by  the  negleft  of  their 
duty,  they  v/ere  acceffaries  to  all  the  confequences 
of  his  Lordfhip's  difobedience. 

The  Chancellor  0/ the  Exchequer  replied,  that  as  Mr. w.  Pitt, 
much  of  what  mufl  be  done  for  the  future  govern- 
ment of  India,  and  of  the  Company,  would  de- 
pend on  the  ftate  of  its  finances ;  and  as  that  (late 
had  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe,  to 
be  there  examined,  it  would  not  be  expetled  that 
he  Qaould  propofe  any  fyftem  relative  to  India,  un- 
til the  Rfport  of  the  Committee  fhould  have  been 
thoroughly  examined  by  the  Houfe  ;  nor  could  it  be 
faid  that  he  had  been  remifs  or  guilty  of  any  unne- 
ceffary  delay  in  the  bufinefs,  for  a  very  few  days  in- 
deed had  elapfed  fmce  the  Committee  had  made  a 
Report  to  the  Houfe,  which  Report  the  Houfe 
had  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  it  was  only  on  this 
day  that  it  had  been  delivered  to  the  Members — He 
did  not  conceive  it  v/ould  be  proper  for  him  to 
bring  on  the  bufmefs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company 
until  Gentlemen  iliould  have  had  lime  thoroughly 
to  examine  the  Report,  and  to  read  the  Appendix: 
N  2  annexed 
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annexed  to  it,  which  contained  evidence  very 
ineteiial  to  the  queftion.  So  far,  therefore,  from' 
thinking  that  there  had  been  any  unneceflary  delay, 
that  he  mufl  pray  the  Houfe  to  put  ofiF  for  a  few- 
days,  the  confideration  of  the  printed  Report, 
which  flood  for  to-morrow  ;  for  if  he  fhould  go 
into  the  ftate  of  the  Company's  finances  to- 
morrow, he  feared  he  fhould  not  be  able  to 
go  on  Wednefday  into  the  finances  of  the  nation, 
which,  according  to  notice,  he  intended  to  bring 
forward  that  dav.  He  concluded  bv  movinor. 
*'  'I'hat  the  order  for  taking  into  confideration  on 
*'  Tuefday  the  Report,  on  the  ftate  of  the  Eaft- 
*'  India  Company's  affairs,  be  difcharged,  and  that 
"  a  new  order  be  made  for  taking  the  fame  into 
"  confideration  on  Friday  next."  The  motion 
palfed  without  oppofition. 


iia^n 


Mr.  W. 


COMMISSIONERS      OF     ACCOM  PTS. 

Mr.  Shi-  M^«  Sheridan  begged  leave  to  inform  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  a6t  for  appointing  Com- 
mifhoners  to  take  and  fiate  the  public  accompts 
would  expire  on  Saturday  fe'nnight ;  and  to  afk 
him  if  he  intended  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  continu- 
ing a  commifTion  from  which  fo  much  public  ad?- 
vantage  might  be  derived  ? 

The  Chancellor   of  the  Exchequer  rephed,   that  it 

^'^^'  certainly  was  his  intention  to  move  for  a  bill  to 

continue  that  commiffion ;  but,  as  the  aft  now  in 
foice  would  not  expire  before  Saturday  fe'nnight 

according. 
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according  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  but  in  his  opi- 
nion, not  quite  fo  foon  ;  and  as  this  was  Monday, 
the  Hon.  Member  and  the  Houfe  would  fee,  that 
there  would  be  time  enough  to  pafs  a  new  a(5l  be- 
fore the  old  fhould  expire,  though  the  former 
ihould  not  be  brought  in  for  fome  days  to  come. 
This  ended  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  when  the 
Houfe  adjourned. 


Wcdntfdayy  June  30,   1784. 


PEERS. 


Mr.  Martin  feeing  fome  Peers  under  the  sal-  Mr.  Afar- 
lery,  willied  that  the  ufiial  regulations  of  the  Houfe 
were  ^ri6lly  adhered  to.  He  obferved,  that  as 
there  had  been  no  debate  in  the  Upper  Houfe  to- 
day, he  had  not  gone  thither,  in  order  to  be  fatis- 
fied  whether  or  not  they  would  agree  to  a  reciprocal 
iiccommodation  ;  but  be  that  as  it  might,  he  would 
always  Hand  up  for  the  dignity  of  the  Commons. 
He  did  not  with  to  appear  invidious  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  but  he  thought  it  a  duty  incumbent  on 
every  Member  of  that  Houfe,  to  alTert  a  preferva- 
tion  of  the  honour  and  importance  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  [All  the  Houfe  applauded  the  fpi- 
rited  behaviour  of  Mr.  Martin,  and  agreed  to  Q,\try 
fentiment  that  he  uttered.] 

N  3  Mr. 


Mr.  Hem 
met. 
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Mr.  Demp-  ^^Ir.  Dempfler  obferved,  that  he  had  been  at  the 
door  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  told  the  door- 
keeper that  he  belonged  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  wiihed  to  be  accommodated  there,  as 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Members  of  the  Lower 
Houfe  were  entitled  to  fuch  a  privilege  ;  but  he  was 
anfwered,  that  no  fuch  privilege  was  allowed. 

Mr.  Hemmet  did  not  wifh  to  take  up  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe,  but  he  begged  leave  to  obferve, 
that  the  Members  of  the  other  Houfe  had  inten- 
tions of  giving  a  reciprocal  accommodation  to  the 
Peers  of  that  Houfe  (meaning  the  Members  of  the 
Lloufe  of  Commons,  which  caufed  a  very  loud 
laugh).  He  then  faid,  that  he  did  notperfe^ly 
recolle6l  what  were  the  obfervations  that  aflForded 
them  fo  much  entertainment ;  but  he  begged  leave 
to  remark,  that  he  alluded  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Commons. 

[Here  there  was  an  univerfal  cry  to  Mr.  Martin 
of — Mo've !  move  !] 
Mr.  Mar-  Mr.  Martin,  however,  declared,  that  he  had  no 
intention  of  appearring  invidious  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  but  as  the  odium  of  the  bufinefs  had  ge- 
nerally fallen  to  his  lot,  he  would  content  himfelf 
with  taking  notice  of  the  difference  between  the  re- 
ception of  Members  in  the  one  Houfe  and  the 
other. 

The  matter  was  then  dropt,  and  the  ft  rangers 
withdrew. 

WINDOW 


till. 
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WINDOW     TAX. 

Lord  Surrey  wiflied  to  be  informed  when  it  was  Lord  Suuey 
intended  to   bring  forward  the   additional   tax  on 
windows  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  alteration  of  the 
tea  tax. 

Mr.  Rofi  anfwered,  that  it  was  intended  to  bring  ^i'-  R^^^* 
it  forward  as  foon  as  pofiibk  ;    perhaps  on  Mon- 
day, or   Tuefday;    at  any  rate,  very  early  next 
week. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  came  in, at  half  ^'■^-  ^• 
pad  four  o'clock,  and  made  his  apology  to  the 
Houfe  for  having  detained  them.  He  faid  he  was 
very  forry  to  be  obhged  to  claim  their  indulgence 
on  that  account,  in  addition  to  what  he  fiiould  be 
under  the  neceflity  of  imploring  in  refpe^l  to  what 
he  had  to  lay  before  them  that  day^ 

BUDGET. 

The  Houfe   refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Gilbert  in  the  chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  <»pened  the  '^Tr.  w. 
bufmefs  with  a  moft  eloquent  exordium,  in  which 
he  begged  gentlemen  would  not  couple  with  the 
odium  of  impofmg  taxes,  the  idea  of  having  oc- 
cafioned  thofe  neceffities  that  the  taxes  were  in- 
tended to  fupply,  and  by  which  they  were  in- 
curred. He  had  found,  on  coming  into  office,  and 
had  not  created,  or  been  concerned  in  creating, 
ihofe  neceflities.  Thole  who  were  the  authors  of 
N  4  theq* 
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them  fhould  anfwer  for  themfelves ;  and  probably 
they  would,  on  fome  future  day,  have  an  oppor- 
tunity for  juftification.  His  was  the  painful, 
though  ncceflary,  talk  of  providing  for  them;  and 
in  this  he  hoped  to  experience,  not  only  all  the 
candour  and  indulgence,  but  alfo  the  afiiflance  and 
co-operation  of  the  Committee.  He  had  con- 
fidence in  the  good  fenfe  and  patriotifm  of  the 
people  of  England,  that  they  would  provide  for 
the  neceffary  fervices  of  the  year,  as  well  as  for  the 
remainder  of  that  heavy  load  of  debt  which  we 
had  fo  unfortunately  incurred  in  the  courfe  of  the 
lafl:  mod  expenfive  war.  We  mud  meet  our  Ci- 
tuation  fairly  ;  we  muft  look  it  in  the  face  ;  and  he 
H^iould  confider  himfelf  as  wanting  in  feeling,  duty, 
and  gratitude,  if  he  fhould  decline,  from  motives 
of  perfonal  fecurity,  the  irkfome  office  of  v/inding 
up  the  accounts  of  the  war,  and  clofing  them  by 
the  provifion  of  taxes  that  would  anfwer  the  whole 
of  what  we  owed.  It  was  certainly  a  mofl  un- 
pleafant  thing  to  propofe  a  loan  in  a  year  of  peace  ; 
but  gentlemen  would  remember,  that  it  was  yet 
but  the.lccond  year  of  peace,  and  that  yet  Vv^c  had 
not  been  able  fo  to  regulate  our  eftablifliments,  as 
to  know  precifely  what  would'be  the  amount  of  our 
civil  expence.  He  could  affure  the  Houfc,  that 
his  Majeily's  prefent  Minifters  had  attended  with 
the  ulmod  affiduity  to  the  reduclion  of  every  branch 
of  the  expence  of  Government,  and  he  trufted  the 
bcnehta  of  thofe  redu61ions  would  be  feit. — In  the 

moan 
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meantime,  he  threv/  hlmfelfon  the  generofity  and 
candour  of  the  Houfe,  while  he  proceeded  to  flate 
the  bufinefs  of  the  day.-«^It  was  firfl  his  duty  to 
Hate  the  amount  of  the  fervices  of  the  current  year, 
Ihewing  what  were  aheady  provided  for,  what  were 
already  voted,  and  what  yet  remained  both  of  Sup- 
ply and  Ways  and  Means  to  be  brought  forward. 
It  was,  fecondly,  his  duty  to  flate  the  amount  of 
the  unfunded  debt,  and  the  mode  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  fettle  that  mofl  important  account.  And, 
thirdly,  he  would  Rate  to  the  Committee  the  taxes 
which  he  proposed  to  move  for,  as  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  necellcM-y  annuities  for  the  loan,  as  well  as 
for  the  unfunded  debts. 

Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  recapitulate  the  fums  al- 
ready voted  under  the  different  heads  of  Navy, 
Army,  and  Ordnance,  as  well  as  the  fums  for  Ex- 
chequer Bills,  and  the  leffer  fums  for  fubordinate 
fervices.  He  likev/ife  flated  the  fums  that  yet  re- 
mained to  be  voted,  the  deficiencies  of  the  taxes, 
and  the  amount  of  the  Ways  and  Means  already 
voted. 

The  Votes  of  the  Navy  he  Hated  to 

amount  to                   -                 £.  3,159,690 

The  Ordnance  lo                       -  610,149 

The  Army  to                  -                -  3,640,8/4 

Deficiencies  of  aids  and  taxes,  i^b'j6^6c)f 

Of  which  933,6561.  was  to  replace  the  deficiencies 

of 
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of  the  Sinking  Fund,  fo  much  having  been  taken 
from  it  to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  taxes. 
Two  millions  to  cancel  Exchequer  Bills. 
The  total  of  the  fervices  voted,  he  faid,  amount- 
ed to  ii,593'3^^^- 

Dedu6l  the  land  and  malt  taxes,  and  there  would 
remain  to  be  provided  for  8,843,310!. 

The  money  paid  upon  Addreffes  of  that  Houfe 
he  ftatedat  122,000!. 

Tliere  were  befides  25,000].  for  carrying  on  the 
buildings  at  Somerfet  Houfe ;  and  alfo  the  fums 
that  were  to  be  voted  for  Africa,  St.  John's,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  towards  the  roads  in  Scotland. 

He  mentioned,  that  there  were  two  millions  of 
Exchequer  Bills  advanced  by  the  Bank,  which  he 
had  no  doubt  could  be  arranged  between  the  Pro- 
prietors and  Governors  and  the  Treafury,  without 
any  additional  burthen  this  year  upon  the  public. 

The  produce  of  the  Sinldng  Fund  to  the  end  of 
April,  1785,  he  took  at  one  million,  which  he 
confidered  as  a  very  moderate  fum. 

Difpofeable  monies  in  the  Exchequer  he  dated 
to  amount  to  1 00.000!. 

After  enumerating  every  probable  expence  of 
the  year,  he  declared  the  amount  of  all  the  votes 
of  fupply  to  be  14,773,713!.  in  order  to  anfwer 
for  which,  in  addition  to  the  public  eflate,  he  faid 
hemuft  have  recourfe  to  a  loan,  a  means  of  raifmg 
money  ufually  adopted  on  fuch  occafions,  but 
which  he  hoped,  after  the  prefent  year,  would  be 

no 
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no  longer  neceffary,  atlesft  while  the  country  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  a   ftate  of  peace.     For  the  prefent 
he  had  to  fubmit  to  the  confide  ration  of  the  Com- 
mittee the  terms  of  a  Loan  for  fix  millions,  which 
were  as  follow:   For  every   lool.  paid  in  cafla,  the 
fubfcriber  was  to  have 
lOoI.  Three  per  cents. 
50I.  Four  per  cents. 
A  Long  Annuity  of  5s.  6d. 
And,  as  an  additional  douceur, 
3-5ths  of  a  Lottery  Ticket  on  every  lOol.  which 
wasjull  fix  Tickets  on  every  thoufand. 
The  whole  of  which  he  rated  thus : 
lOol.  Three  per  cents,  a  5gf       ;^.  75   12     6 
50I.  Four  per  cents.  74I         «  37^9 

^s.  6d.  Long  Annuity  a  lyt  years,     4  17  iif 


99  19     2^ 


Which  was  the  price  given  by  the  public,  exclufive 
of  the  profit  to  be  made  from  the  Lottery  Ticket, 
and  which,  as  there  was  to  be  fo  fmall  a  number  as 
36,000  Tickets,  he  conceived  he  might  fairly  efti- 
mate  at  4I.  per  Ticket,  which  would  be  2I.  8s.  od. 
upon  fix  Tickets,  and  would  make  the  Omnium 
to  the  fubfcriber  102I.  7s^2|d.  The  Bonus,  there- 
fore, to  the  fubfcriber  would  be  2I.  7s.  2|d.  but  as 
it  had  been  ufual,  when  Loans  weie  under  con- 
fideratioa  in  that  Houfe,  for  fome  gentlemen  to 

confides 
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confider  the  difcbunt  as  a  part  of  the  Bonus,  taking 
that  in  addition  to  what  he  had  mentioned,  it  would 
iland  thus, 

Bonus  upon  the  face  of  the  terms,       2     7     2  4 
Difcount,  -  -  172 

3    M      43 
From  that  (latement,  it  would  be  found  that  the 

fubfcriber  had  not  only  fufficient  advantage,  but 
that  every  circumftance  concurred  for  the  good  of 
the  public  at  large.  For  the  fubfcriber  to  lofe  by 
lending  his  money,  was  not,  in  his  mind,  a  circum- 
ftance for  the  advantage  of  the  public.  On  the 
prefent  occafion,  he  had  endeavoured  to  obtain 
the  befl;  terms  he  could,  and  that  by  the  means  which 
he  had  urged  in  that  Houfe  lafl  year,  viz.  by  creat- 
ing dire6l  competition  between  two  fets  of  bidders, 
and  doling  with  that  fet  that  offered  the  mod  ad- 
vantageous terms.  This  had  been  ftridly  complied 
with,  and  the  only  difference  had  been  concerning 
6d.  in  the  Long  Annuities,  which  was  the  fole  article 
that  remained  unfettled.  The  fet  of  bidders  who 
offered  to  take  the  annuity  at  6d.  a  year  lefs  than 
the  others,  were  thofe  with  whom  he  had  clofed. 
With  regard  to  the  diflribution,  that  was  left  wholly 
to  the  difpofal  of  Gentlemen  v/ho  had  talcen  the 
fubfcription ;  and  he  pledged  his  honour  to  the 
Houfe,  that  no  referve  had  been  made  of  any 
part  of  the  loan,  neither  direflly  or  indire6lly,  for 
any  individuals;  or  any  defcription  of  individuals 

fave 
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fave  only  for  the  great  public  co^mpanies,  as  had 
been  ufual. 

Having  gone  through  the  detail  of  terms  of  the 
loan,  and  faid  every  thing  that  the  fubjeft  called 
for,  Mr.  Pitt  cgme  to  the  confideration  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  which  he  faid  the  public  honour  and 
credit  required  to  be  provided  for.  The  unfund- 
ed debts  confifted  of  a  Navy  and  an  Ordnance 
debt.  The  Navy  debts  he  ftated  to  amount  to 
thirteen  millions  and  the  Ordnance  debt  to  one 
million.  It  had  been,  he  declared,  his  ardent  and 
anxious  wifh  to  have  funded  the  whole  of  this 
debt  in  the  prefent  year ;  but  fanguine  as  his  ex- 
pe6lations  upon  the  fubjeft  had  been,  he  found 
that  they  could  not  be  accomplifhed  with  any  fort 
of  regard  to  prafticability  or  convenience.  What 
he  meant,  therefore,  to  propofe  to  the  Committee, 
was,  to  fund  fix  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  of  the  unfunded  debt,  and  by  the  way  of 
laying  a  ground  for  doing  the  fame  hereafter  with 
the  remainder,  and  thus  affording  the  pubHc  cre- 
ditor the  fatisfaftion  to  fee,  that  Parliament  ever 
would  ftridlly  and  religioufly  make  good  its  faith, 
he  fhould  propofe  to  find  an  interefl:  after  the  rate 
of  4  per  cent,  for  fo  much  of  the  unfunded  debt,  as 
Ihould  be  flilt  left  to  be  funded  another  year, 
which  he  took  to  amount  to  about  (even  millions. 
Taking,  therefore,  all  thefe  things  together,  the 
annuity  on  the  fum  to  be  borrowed,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  four  per  cent,   on  the  remainder  af  the 

unfunded 
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unfunded  debt,  he   had   to  provide  by    the  taxes 
which    he    fliould    propofe  about    nine    hundred 
thouland  pounds  a-year.     Of  this  fum, 
The  annuity  of  the  loan  would  be       -       3  15,000 
interefl:  of  the  debt  to  be  funded,  would 

be  fome what  more  than         -  -         315,000 

And  the  interefl;  of  four  per  cent,  on  the 
remainder  of  the  unfunded  debt,  if  it 
fhould  amount  to  feven  milUons  of 
pounds,  would  be  in  all       -         *         280,000 

£.  910,000 

He  then  entered  into  a  very  long  and  complex 
difcuflfion  on  the  nature  of  the  different  funds, 
comparing  the  different  advantages  of  the  3  per 
cents,  4  per  cents,  and  5  per  cents,  when  confi- 
dered  with  a  view  to  redemotion,  to  which  he  faid 
regard  fhould  be  always  had  in  every  Loan, 
that  was  made  for  the  public.  He  contended, 
that  a  5  per  cent,  was  the  fund  moft;  eafy  to  re- 
deem, and  efiimated  it  at  95,  but  in  order  to  al- 
low as  much  as  poffible  for  circumltances  that 
might  tend  to  lower  it,  he  took  it  at  93,  and  con- 
tended that  there  were  two  ways  of  making  it  hold 
its  value  in  the  market  \  the  one  by  declaring  it  irre- 
deemable for  twenty  or  thirty  years  certain,  the 
other  by  declaring  it  irredeemable  till  after  a  certain 
portion  of  the  3  per  cents,  or  of  the  4  per  cents, 
had  been  redeemed.     Me  reafoned  a  good  deal  at 

length 
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length  up:>n  the  different  advantages  that,  accord- 
ing to  calculation  and  probability,  were  likely  to 
refult  from  each  of  thefe  two  feveral  modes  of 
keeping  up  its  price,  and  dated  the  difiference  be- 
tween a  3  per  cent,  and  a  5  per  cent,  with  a  view 
to  its  redemption  after  the  limited  term  of  years  for 
which  it  was  to  be  irredeemable,  had  expired,  com- 
puting that  when  a  5  per  cent,  fund  was  fo  con- 
flituted,  the  public  paid  an  annuity  of  fomcthing 
about  two  fliillings  for  the  right  to  redeem  it  at  the 
given  time  ;  but  that  Mie  advantage  they  would  then 
reap,  in  being  able  to  redeem  it  fo  much  cheaper 
than  they  could  redeem  a  3  per  cent,  fund,  greatly 
overbalanced  the  value  of  that  2s.  annuity. 

After  dating  this  very  plainly  and  perfpicuoufly, 
he  faid,  in  paying  off  the  Navy  Debt  it  would  na- 
turally flrike  the  Committee  that  a  diilinclion 
muff  be  made,  and  it  would  be  extremely  inequi- 
table and  unjufl:  to  pay  off"  the  holders  of  the  out- 
llanding  bills  of  the  fartheff;  date  back,  at  the  fame 
price  with  the  holders  of  bills  that  had  not  been 
ifiued  fo  long.  The  part  of  the  debt  he  defigned 
to  pay  off^,  would,  he  fuppofed,  clear  the  bills  from 
June  1781,  to  the  end  of  June  1782,  and  hepro- 
pofed  to  divide  the  year  into  four  claffes  of  three 
months.  The  firft  clafs  conhffing  of  the  bills  of 
June,  July,  and  Auguft,  1781,  he  meant  to  pay 
at  par,  and  the  reafonablenefs  of  fo  paying  them, 
he  flattered  himfclf,  would  pretty  clearly  appear 
to  the  Committee,  when  they  coniidered,  that  even 

then 
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then  the  holders  of  thofe  bills  would  not  be  fo  well 
ofF  as  the  holders  of  thofe  who  had  been  lafl;  paid 
with  ready  money.  The  next  clafs  he  fhould  pay 
off  at  a  difcount  of  four  per  cent.  The  third  clafs 
at  a  difcount  of  one  per  cent,  mere,  and  the  fourth 
and  lall  clafs,  at  an  additional  difcount  of  one  per 
cent.  Having  explained  upon  what  grounds  he 
reQed  thefe  diftin£tions,  he  faid,  the  money  to  be 
raifed  to  pay  the  interefl  of  four  per  cent,  on  the 
remainder  of  the  unfunded  debt,  he  defigned  to 
have  fet  apart,  and  kept  a  feparate  fund  for  that 
purpofe. 

What  he  propofed  to  be  raifed  was  an  annual 
fum   of  nine  hundred   thoufand   pounds  ;     but  it 
would  be  necefiary  to  provide   againft  deficiencies, 
in  order  to  pay  the  interefl.  of  the  loan,  and  the  in- 
terefl  of  the    unfunded   debt;    therefore    it  mufl; 
be  obvious  to  every  one,   that  an   additional  fum 
niufl  be  included  in  the  whole.     It  was  exceedingly 
difagreeable  for   him    to   be  inftrumental  in  impo- 
fing  new  burthens  on  the  people  ;  but  he  was  no'-v 
come  to  the  mofl:  painful  talk  of  the  day.     As  the 
nccelTity    was   obvious,  he   relied  on   the  candour 
and  good  fen fe  of  the   people,  and  by  their  judge- 
ment alone   he   would    fland  or  fall.     In  felefting 
fuch  taxes  as  would  produce   the  enormous  fum  of 
nine   hundred   thouland   pounds  the  talk  was  ex- 
tremely difficult,  and  extremely  difagreeable.    The 
firll  obje6l  that  his  duty  led  him  to  look  to,  in  the 
choice  of  additional  taxes,  was  to  hit  upon  fuch  as 

Ihould 
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Should  be  mod  likely  to  be  produclive  •,  and  it  was, 
as  the  Committee  muft  be  convinced,  imponTible 
to  find  taxes  extremely  produ6live  that  were  not 
at  the  fame  time  extremely  burdenfome.  In  exe" 
cuting  this  very  difagreeable  daty,  he  had  acled  to 
the  beft  of  his  judgment,  and  chofen  fuch  out  of 
the  many  that  had  fuggefted  themfelves  to  his 
mind,  and  been  fuggefled  to  him  by  others,  as  ap- 
peared to  be  the  mofl.  likely  to  be  produflive,  and 
at  the  fame  time  were  the  moft  equitable.  In  ha- 
zarding new  taxes,  a  great  deal  mufi:  unavoidably 
be  trufted  to  experiment;  it  was  impoHible,  there- 
fore, for  any  perfon  in  the  (ituation  that  he  flood 
in,  to  anfwer  for  the  exa6t  fums  they  were  to  pro- 
duce ;  all  that  he,  or  any  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer could  do,  was  to  reduce  their  calculations 
upon  the  produce  of  new  taxes  as  near  to  a  cer- 
tainty as  poffible  -,  and  after  all,  a  great  deal  muft 
depend  upon  trial,  whence  alone  their  defeds  could 
be  difcovered,  and  new  regulations  applied  to  afTiil 
their  colleflion,  and  increafe  their  produce.  There 
had  been  deficiencies  in  all  the  new  taxes,  which 
deficiencies  had  been,  in  a  great  degree,  cured  by 
the  fubfequent  regulations  that  Parliament  had 
from  time  to  time  made  with  refpeft  to  tiiofe  taxes ; 
in  like  manner  muft  the  Houfe  proceed  with  the 
taxes  he  was  about  to  propofe.  I  here  was  one 
obje£lion  which  iie  forefaw-^a  geneial  one 
indeed  to  the  propolition  which  he  meant  to  bring 
forward,  which  was,  that  the  taxes  to  be  railed 
Vol.  II.  O  were 
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were  unexampled.  He  begged  gentlemen  to  con- 
lider  that  the  circumftances  under  which  they  were 
necefifary,  had  no  precedent  in  our  hiftory.  He 
trufted  at  the  fame  time  that  no  exception  would 
be  thought  folid  or  efficient,  which  did  not  by 
fair  and  logical  dedu6lion  outweigh  the  advantage 
which  mufl;  arife  from  any  particular  tax  on  the 
whole.  He  doubted  not  but  gentlemen  were  of 
opinion  with  him,  that  at  this  time  it  was  impof- 
lible  to  feleft  any  tax  which  would  not  be  an  obje£l 
of  diflike  to  that  clafs  of  men  on  whom  it  operated 
mod  fenhbly  ;  and  therefore,  when  all  others  were 
convinced  of  its  utility  and  propriety,  their  mur- 
muring ought  not  to  defeat  it.  That  they  fliould 
prove  unexceptionable  to  that  Houfe  and  to  the 
Public,  was,  he  was  aware,  a  great  deal  more  than 
he  had  any  right  to  expe6l  ;  he  hoped,  however 
they  would  be  found  fo  far  unexceptionable,  that 
there  could  not  be  ftated  any  fundamental  and  ca- 
pital objeftions  againft  them  ;  for  he  afTured  every 
one  who  heard  him,  that  he  had  revolved  the  fub- 
jeti  over  and  over  in  hk  mind,  and  had  done  all 
he  could  to  alleviate  the  diftreffesof  the  people. 

After  this  introduclion  to  the  important  bufmefs 
of  the  day,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  the  article  he  meant  to 
propofe,  as  the  firft  of  the  long  catalogue  of  taxa- 
tion he  had  to  flate  to  the  Committee  was,  an  article 
of  fuch  general  confumption,  that  it  was  almoll  in 
univerfal  ufe;  he  meant  a  tax  upon  H^is.  The 
objed  of  this  tax,  he  obfervcd,  was  of  fomany  dif- 
ferent defcriptions,   that  it  was  impoflfible  for  him 

to 
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to  follow  them,  or  to   apportion  his  tax  according 
to  the  various  qualities  and  prices  of  the  Mats  that 
were  worn  by  the  various   orders  of  perfons  in  this 
kingdom  ;  he     was    obliged,    therefore,  to    divide 
them  into  general  claflTes,  Hats  made  folely  of  felt, 
and  Hats  in  the  manufa6lure  of  which  there  were 
other  materials  mixed.     Upon  the  latter,   he  meant 
to    lay  a   tax   of  two  fhillings  each    Hat,    and   a 
tax  of   fixpence   a    Hat  on    thofe   made    of  fek. 
According    to   the  mo!l    accurate    account  of  the 
quantity  of  Hats  manufa6lured  in  this  kingdon  that 
had  been  handed    to  him,   it     appeared  that  four 
millions  were   manufaClured  every  year,  of  v;hich 
750,000  Hats  were  exported.    Say,  therefore,   that 
three  millions  were   ufed  in  the  kinirdom,  and  one 
third  of  that  number  was  of  felt,  and  the  remain- 
ing  two-thirds   mixed,    the    produce  of   the    tax 
would  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
at  which  fum  he  took  it.     This  tax,  he  faid,  would 
fall   chiefly   upon    the    opulent,  becaufe  they  un- 
doubtedly ufed  the  greateft  number  of  hats  in  the 
year  ;  on  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  the  tax  would 
fall  very  light,  becaufe  he  conceived  the  poor  who 
wore  felt  hats,  had  not  a  new  one  each  individual 
iibove  once  in  two  years. 

I'he  next  article  he  (hould  propofe,  was  alfo  an 
article  of  wearing  apparel ;  it  might  therefore  be 
conjeciured  that  he  was  about  to  proceed  regularly 
from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  fole  of  the  foot, 
and  lay  a  tax  upon  every  part  of  the  human  cloth- 
ing, but  that  was  not  his  intention;  as  the  tax  he 
O   2  had 
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had  mentioned,    was   upon  an  article   confumed 
folely  and  exclufively  by  men,  fo  the  tax   he  wa^ 
about  to  propofe  would  afFe£l  articles  worn   as  ex- 
clufively, excepting  only  at  times,  like  the  occafion 
juft  over,  viz.  at  a  general  eledlion,  by  the  other 
fex  ;    it   was  a   tax   upon   ribbands;  to   which  he 
ihould  add   a   tax  upon  another  commodity  worn 
folely  by  women,  a  tax  upon  gauzes.     Both  thefe 
articles  were  clearly  luxuries,  as  they  were  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  cloathing  of  any  part  of  the  human 
body,  but   were  confidered,  even  by   the  wearers 
themfelves,  as  mere  ornaments  of  their  perfcns. — - 
In  order  to  come  at  the  quantity  of  ribbands  made 
in  the  kingdom,  he  had  procured  an  exa6l  account 
of  the  number  of  looms  em.ployed  in  weaving  that- 
inanufa£lure,    and   he  found   the  amount   to   be 
more    than   twenty-five   thoufand,    and   that  each 
loom  made  fo  many  thoufcind  yards  per  week,  that 
the   whole  produced  7,1 13,600   yards  a  year :  al- 
lowing therefore  for  the   number  of  looms  occa- 
fionally  idle  and  unemployed,  and  taking  them  at 
nineteen  thoufand,  the  produce  would  be  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  laying  the  tax  pro- 
portionally to  the  width  and  fubllance  of  the  rib- 
bands from  a  penny  upon  a  dozen  yards,  up   to  a 
penny  per  yard. 

1  he  third  article  he  would  mention,  was  un- 
doubtedly a  necellary  of  life,  viz.  coalsy  but  as  the 
duties  on  coals  flood  at  prefent,  they  were  exceed^ 
ingly  unequally   laid  ;  the   aim,  therefore,  of  this 

tax 
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tax  was,  to  oblige  thofe  who  did  not  pay  the 
fame  duties  as  were  paid  by  all  who  lived  in  Lon- 
don, and  who  were  fiipplied  with  coals  out  of  the 
port  of  the  city,  ta  pay  the  fame  tax  as  was  payable 
in  the  port  of  London,  rather  than  to  lay  an  ad- 
ditional tax  on  thofe  who  paid  the  high  duties  upon  * 
that  article.  The  lafl  duty  impofed  upon  all  coals 
imported  into  the  port  of  London,  was  a  duty  of 
three  (hillings  per  chaldron.  This  had  originally 
been  a  local  duty,  it  having  been  impofed  to  raife 
a  fund  for  the  building  of  churches  in  the  city. 
In  the  original  impofition  of  it  therefore,  it  cer- 
tainly was  perfeQly  jufl;  to  make  the  city  of  London, 
which  was  benefited  by  having  the  churches  in 
queftion  built,  bear  the  expence  exclufively  ;  but; 
as  foon  as  the  purpofc  was  completed,  it  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  public  duty,  and  fo  it  had  continued 
ever  fince  ;  what  he  meant,  therefore,  was  to  lay 
the  fame  duty  upon  coals  ufed  in  inland  confump- 
tion,  and  for  exportation,  which  he  conceived  was 
nothing  more  than  perfectly  jull  and  equitable, 
fince  no  duty  was  paid,  but  the  five  (hillings  port; 
duty,  at  any  other  place  than  that  of  London,[whiIe 
the  port  of  London  paid  eight  (hillings,  and  nothing 
was  paid  on  the  confumption  of  coals  inland,  or 
exported  into  Ireland.  He  laid  he  was  aware, 
that  it  might  be  objeQed,  that  this  tax  would  ma- 
terially affe6t  our  manufafturing  towns;  in  order 
to  obviate  any  objections  of  that  kind,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  intended  tax  on  co.\ls  from  operating  to 
O  3  the 
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the  difadvantage  of  our  manufactures  in  foreign 
markets,  he  intended  to  allow  a  drawback  upon 
the  exportation  of  any  of  thofe  manufaclures,  in 
the  making  of  which  much  coal  was  confumed. — 
This  tax,  he  cftimated  the  produce  of,  at  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thouGmd  pounds. 

The  fourth  fubjett  of  his  propofed  taxes,  was  a 
tax  upon  an  animal  that  might  certainly  be  deemed 
a  luxury,  though  extremely  ufefuJ,  and  of  which 
there  were  a  vaft  number  in  the  kingdom:  he  meant 
a  tax  upon  horfes.  He  faid,  he  meant  not  to  com- 
prehend every  defcription  within  the  view  of  this 
tax,  but  to  exempt  all  horfes  ufed  for  the  purpofes 
of  trade  and  agriculture,  and  to  confine  it  to  horfes 
kept  for  the  faddle,  or  to  be  put  in  carriages  ufed 
folely  for  pleafure,  and  which  might  be  fairly 
term.ed  horfes  kept  for  the  purpofe  of  luxury.  He 
tftimated  the  number  of  horfes  kept  for  carriages 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  hoi  fes  kept  for  the 
faddle,  as  one  to  three,  or  as  fifty  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty.  1  he  amount  of  the  tax  he  Ihould  pro- 
pofe  to  be  ten  {hillings  a  year  for  each  horfe;  and 
when  it  was  confidered,  that  almoft  every  farmer 
in  the  kingdom  kept  at  leaft  one  horfe  for  the  fad-  • 
die,  it  was  not  too  high  a  calculation  to  rate  the 
number  at  fourteen  in  every  parifh  ;  he  eOimated 
the  produce,  therefore,  of  this  tax,  at  an  hundred 
thoufand  pounds ;  and,  he  flattered  himfelf,  he 
put  it  confiderably  under  what  its  true  amount 
was  likely  to  be.     He  ftated,  that  in  order  to  pre. 

vent 
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Vent  evafion,  it  was  meant  that  a  flamp,  or  p2ca- 
liar  mark  was  to  be  put,  not  upon  any  part  of  the 
body  of  the  animal,  but  to  be  affixed  to  fome  part 
of  the  furniture  and  accoutrements  of  each  horfe, 
by  way  of  proving  that  the  tax  had  been  paid,  and 
that  the  owners,  of  fuch  as  did  not  wear  this 
(lamp,  were  to  be  liable  to  a  penalty. 

The  next  tax  he  propofed  was  an  additional 
Excife  duty  on  printed  andjlained  Linens  and  CaLicoes.- 
Thefe  articles,  he  faid,  were  more  than  twenty  per 
cent,  cheaper  now  than  they  had  been  during  the 
war,  and  cotton  was  alfo  much  cheaper.  As  the 
lall  duties  had  not  at  all  checked  the  confumption 
of  thefe  manufa6lures,  but  as  on  the  contrary  their 
confumption  and  ufe  were  confiderably  increafing, 
it  appeared  to  be  an  article,  that  without  any  de- 
triment would  bear  an  additional  duty  ;  he  meant 
therefore  to  propofe  to  the  Committee  an  addirional 
Excife  duty  of  about  ten  per  cent  or  from  a  penny 
to  three  pence  per  yard,  according  to  the  quality. 
This  new  duty  there  would  be  no  expence  in  col- 
leding,  and  the  produce  of  it  he  eflimated  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 

The  fixth  article  of  his  intended  taxes  was  a 
lieceffary  of  life,  and  a  necelTary  as  indifpenfible 
with  the  pooreft  as  with  the  richeft  family  in  the 
kingdom  ;  but  although  the  former  would  be  af- 
fefted  by  it,  itill  what  he  meant  to  propofe  would 
affeft  the  poor  in  fo  very  a  trifling  a  degree,  that 
he  flattered  himfelf  there  would  be  no  objeftion  to 
O  4  it. 
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it.  What  he  meant  was,  an  additional  duty  on- 
candks,  of  fo  fmall  an  amount,  as  one  half-penny 
in  the  pound.  He  faid,  he  was  aware  that  candles' 
had  been  uniformly  exempted  from  all  the  late 
taxes,  by  a  confideration  of  its  being  fo  imme- 
diately a  neceflfary  of  life;  but  when  the  operation 
of  the  trifling  tax  he  propofed  to  lay  upon  candles 
was  examined,  the  Committee  would  fee  it  would 
not  bear  hard  upon  the  poorefl;  if  he  had  been 
lightly  informed,  about  ten  pounds  of  candles  were 
the  amount  of  the  confumption  of  the  lowefl  order 
of  houfe-keepers ;  the  family  of  our  poorefl:  cot- 
tagers, therefore  would  only  pay  five- pence  a  year 
to  this  tax.  He  eflimated  the  produce  at  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

The  next  tax  he  fliould  propofe,  was  a  duty  to- 
be  paid  on  Licences,  to  be  granted  to  traders  deal- 
ing in  excifcable  commodities.  This,  he  faid,  was 
a  plan  that  had  been  recommended  by  the  Com- 
niiffioners  of  the  Board  of  Excife,  and  even  defired 
by  many  very  refpeflable  and  capital  dealers  in 
the  fort  of  goods,  the  venders  of  which  were  to  be 
the  obje6l  of  it.  1  he  produce  of  it  he  eftimated 
at  eighty  thoufand  pounds. 

Being  called  to  by  Mr.  Fox,  who  defired  to 
know  at  what  rate  thefe  licences  were  to  be  charged, 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  if  the  Houfe  thought  proper,  he 
would  go  through  the  detail;  upon  which  Mr.  Fox 
defired  only  to  know  the  highell  and  loweft  charges. 
Mr.  Pitt  then   dated,  that  the  highell  was  fifty 

pounds. 
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pounds,  which  the  diQ-illers  were  to  pay,  and 
which,  when  the  great  returns  of  that  trade  were 
confideied,  would,  he  hoped,  not  be  thought  too 
much.  Other  traders  were  to  pay  in  proportion, 
frpm  one  pound  for  a  Hcence,  up  to  fix,  eight, 
and  ten.  A  brewer  was  to  pay  ten,  and  the  U'holc 
produce,  he  repeated  it,  he  took  at  eighty  thoufand 
pounds. 

The  eighth  tax  he  fhould  propofe  was  a  tax  on 
Bricks  and  Tiles.  There  were,  he  faid,  according 
to  the  moft  accurate  accounts  that  could  be  ob- 
tained, one  hundred  and  fifty  million  of  bricks  made 
and  ufed  m  and  near  London  ;  near  Manchefter, 
near  Birmingham,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  other  great  manufafturing  towns  the  fame 
quantity  ;  and  the  fame  number  again  throughout 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom.  He  meant  therelore  to 
lay  a  tax  of  two  fhillings  and  fixpence  a  thoufand 
upon  bricks,  and  eftirrating  the  annual  confump- 
tion  at  3,000,000,  the  produce  he  fliould  take  at 
fifty  thoufand  pounds. 

The  next  tax  he  had  to  propofe,  was  a  tax  upon 
qualifications  for  JJiooting^  and  upon  deputations 
taken  out  from  Lords  of  Manors  to  kill  game. 
He  faid,  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  afcertain 
the  number  of  manors  in  this  kingdom  ;  but  cal- 
culating that  there  were  three  people  in  ^vtyy 
pariih,  who  quahfied  themfelves  to  kill  game;  and 
he    fl:iouId   fcarcely    fuppofe  there  were   fo   fe^v, 

charging 
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charging  theni  with  a  guinea  each  upon  leTiRering 
ther  qualification  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  he 
fhould  fuppofe  it  would  at  leail  produce  thirty 
thoufand  pounds. 

His  next  tax  was  an  additional  one  upon  Paper, 
The  quantity  of  this  article  confumed  yearly  had 
not  in  the  lead  decreafed  by  the  late  duties  having 
been  impofed,  and  from  its  bulk  and  weight  it 
could  not  eafily  be  fmuggled.  He  ftiould  propofe^ 
therefore,  an  addition  of  one  third  of  the  prefent 
duty  ;  and  the  Committee  would  fee  that  the  collec- 
tion would  be  no  additional  expence.  He  efli- 
mated  the  produce  of  this  tax  at  eighteen  thoufand 
pounds. 

The  tenth  and  laft  tax  he  had  to  fubmit  to  their 
ronfideration,  was  a  tax  peculiar  to  the  Metropo- 
lis, a  tax  upon  Hackney  Coaches.  He  meant  that 
the  keeper  of  each  figure  fhould  pay  five  [hillings, 
tveekly  for  a  licence,  and  when  the  great  profits 
of  the  profefTion  were  confidered,  and  the  avidity 
with  which  figures  were  daily  applied  for,  he  flat* 
tered  himfelf,  this  tax  would  not  be  thought  op- 
preflive.  He  eftimatcd  its  produce  at  t\A/elve 
thoufand  pounds. 

Thefe  were  the  feveral  articles  of  taxation  to  which 
he  had  turned  for  the  prefent — It  would  be  vain 
iand  idle  to  fuppofe  all  or  any  of  them  unexception- 
able ;  but  the  necefuty  of  the  Public  did  not  leave 
u  in  his  option  to  deal  othcrwifc  than  openly  and 

fairly. 
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fairly.  The  wants  of  Government  were  many  ; 
the  finances  of  the  country  had  been  much  re- 
duced, and  it  was  proper,  it  was  neceflary,  to  look 
our  real  fituation  manfully  in  the  face.  It  had 
been  his  defire  to  do  fo,  and  under  that  fentiment 
he  produced  the  liil  of  taxes  to  which  lie  had  call- 
ed the  deliberation  and  affiftance  ot  the  Committee. 
The  whole  might  probably  amount  to  fomewhat 
more  than  the  fum  which  he  had  propofed  to 
raife  ;  but  feveral  deficiencies  might  occur,  where 
we  could  not  either  forefee  or  prevent  them  :  he 
would,  hov/ever,  before  he  fat  down,  briefly  reca- 
pitulate the  whole,  that  the  Committee  might  fee 
them  in  one  conne(5ted  point  of  view. 

Hats  ilxpence  on  the  low,  and  two  (hil- 
lings on  the  higher,  -  -  150,000 

Ribbands  and  a  certain  defcription  ofgau^ 

zes,  one  penny  per  dozen  yards,       -       120,000 

Coals,  three  fhilhngsper  chalder  to  inland 

confumers,  -  -  «  150.000 

Hoifes,  at  ten  Ihillings  a-head,         -  loo.ooo 

Printed  and  Rained  linens  and  callicoes, 
a  duty  from  threepence  up  to  one 
(hilling  per  yard,  and  equal  to  ten  per 
cent.         -  _  _  120,000 

Candies,  one  half- penny  per  pound,     -     ioo,oco 
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Carry  over  —  - —     740,000 


Brought 
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Brought  over 


—     740,000 


Licence  to  peiTons  dealing  in  excifeable 
commodities,  from  one  pound  to  fifty 
pounds,  -  -  - 

Bricks  and  tiles,  two  fliillings  and  fixpence 
on  every  thoufand, 

Qualifications  of  fliooters,  and  deputa- 
tions from  lords  of  the  manor,  one 
guinea  per  head, 

Paper,  one  third  additional  duty, 

Hackney  coaches,  five  (hillings  a  week  ad- 
ditional duty,  -  - 


80,000 


50,00a 


30,000 
18,000 

12,000 


930,000 


Mr.  Pitt  apologized  for  having  fo  long  fatigued 
the  Committee,  but  faid,  he  trufted,  they  would 
fee  it  had  been  unavoidable  ;  in  order  not  to  add 
to  that  farigue,  he  declared  he  had  purpofely 
avoided  going  into  a  full  detail  of  the  regula- 
tions  meant  to  make  part  of  the  feveral  Bills,  that 
would  be  nccefTary  to  be  brought  in  upon  the  fub- 
je6l  of  the  Taxes  he  had  propofed.  Subfequenc 
opportunities  of  difcufiion  of  thofe  topics  would 
prefent  themfelves.  He  only  hoped,  he  bad  been 
able  to  convey  the  refpe6live  taxes  and  the  doc- 
trines t)f  finance,  that  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to 
dwell  upon,  clearly  and  intelhgibly  to  the  under- 
llandings  of  the  Committee ;  if  doubts   remained 

with 
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with  any  Gentleman,  upon  any  one  of  the  great 
variety  of  articles  he  had  been  at  the  neceffity  of 
troubling  them  upon,  he  would  rife  again  and  be 
happy  to  give  every  fatisfaftion  in  his  power  upon 
fuch  articles.  In  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubje£b 
he  hoped  the  Committee  would  fee  that  he  had 
done  that  which  his  duty  dire£led,  without  regard 
to  his  own  incHnation  or  his  eafe  ;  he  was  not 
confcious  of  having  left  any  matter  untouched, 
that  it  was  important  for  that  Houfe,  or  for  the 
public  to  be  apprized  of;  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
fludioufly  endeavoured  to  do  what  he  held  to  be  the 
indifpenfible  duty  of  every  perfon  honoured  with 
the  high  office  he  held,  viz.  to  difguife  nothing 
from  the  public  that  altefled  their  real  intereil, 
but  to  bring  every  particular  of  that  nature  for- 
ward ;  and  however  great  the  perfonal  rifque  and 
inconvenience,  however  great  the  danger  of  incur- 
ring popular  odium,  by  propohng  heavy  burthens 
on  the  people  might  be,  not  to  fhrink  from  that 
painful  aiSt  of  duty,  if  iuch  burthens  were  by  the 
exigency  of  alFairs  required  to  be  impofed.  [It 
would  be  unjufl:  not  to  declare,  that  Mr.  Pitt's 
whole  fpeech  was  an  aflonilhing  difplay  of  ability, 
manly  fpirit,  and  that  degree  of  minifterial  bold- 
nefs,  which  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  the  country 
calls  for.  We  never  heard  an  harangue,  that  in- 
volved fuch  an  infinite  variety  of  important,  but 
dry,    complicated,    and   difficult   topics  to   detail 

with 
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with  perfpicuity,'that  had  more  merit,  or  was  more 
eafy  to  be  comprehended  and  underltood.j  Mr. 
Pitt  concluded  with  moving  a  Refolution,  dating 
that  the  Committee  were  of  opinion  a  Loiin  for 
Six  Millions  ought  to  be  made  on  the  terms  he 
had  flated. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe,  not  he  faid  to  attempt  to  folio vr 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  through  the  vaft 
field  of  finance  that  he  had  gone  over,  but  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  fome  parts  of  his  fpeech.  Ma- 
ny of  the  fubjeds  that  he  had  flated  would  come 
under  difcuffion  hereafter,  and  there  would  be  fitter 
opportunities  for  debating  them  than  the  prcfent  ; 
all  he  wiftied  to  fay  generally  upon  the  propo- 
rtions of  the  day  was,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man had  infinite  merit  in  having  brought  forward 
fo  much  of  the  unfunded  debt  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  feffion,  as  he  had  done  •,  too  much  praife 
could  not  be  gii'en  him  on  this  Iiead,  and  he  for 
one  was  very  ready  immediately  to  declare  that 
he  was  decidedly  of  this  opinion.  What  he  rofe 
more  pavticulaily  to  Uy  was,  that  he  was  happy 
to  find  the  Right  Hon.  Gendeman  had  made  his 
Loan  this  year  cxa£tly  on  the  principle  upon  which 
the  Loan  of  the  laft  year  had  been  made,  and  he 
hoped  that  henceforward  that  LJoufe  would  hear 
no  more  of  the  nonfenfical  clamour,  that  had  been 
laifed  under  the  fallacious  notion,  that  twenty- 
one  millions  of  debt  had  been  incurred,  in  order 
to  raife  twelve  millions  of  money.     In   fettling  his 

Loan 
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Loan  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  a6led  wifely 
in  making  his  bargain  as  he  had  done  ;  namely, 
in  getting  the  money  for  the  public  upon  the  belt 
terms  he  could,  without  going  into  the  conGde- 
ration  whether  this  or  that  particular  fund,  was 
the  mod  capable  of  redemption  ;  and  when  he 
faid  this,  Mr.  Fox  deiired  he  might  not  be  fo 
grofsly  mifunderftood  as  to  have  it  fuppofed,  that 
he  was  an  enemy  to  redemption,  or  that  he  was 
adverfe  to  the  paying  off  the  national  debt.  He 
fpoke  direftly  with  oppofite  feelings,  and  it  was 
with  a  view  to  pay,  or  rather  to  diminiOi  our 
national  debt,  that  he  always  argued  as  he  had 
done,  that  Loans  ought  to  be  made  as  well  as  they 
could,  and  that  the  public  ought  not,  from  any 
prejudice  of  preference  of  one  fund  over  another, 
to  be  burthened  with  a  larger  annuity  than  was 
neceflary.  With  regard  to  the  ideas  fuggeilcd  by 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  in  favour  of  a  five 
per  cent,  fund,  his  opinion  upon  that  fubje£l  v/as 
well  known,  and  he  be^^aed  to  have  it  undcrflood, 

^  CD  " 

that  his  cpmicn  was  not  in  the  Icall  fhaken  by  any 
thing  that  had  been  fiiid  tnat  day.  As  to  what  the 
Right  Hon  Gentleman  had  faid  of  making  a  five 
per  cent,  fund  irredeemable  for  a  number  of  years, 
it  was  undoubtedly  the  only  way  to  make  it  fetch 
its  price  in  the  market,  but  he  could  not  but 
think  the  Right  Hon.  Gendeman  had  taken  it  too 
high.  The  price  of  flocks  always  depended,  in  his 
mind,    not  upon  what  price  they  ought  irt  reafon 

and 
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and  by  a  fair  calculation  to  bear,  but  by  what 
they  did  a£lually  bear,  viz.  what  thofe  who  dealt 
in  them,  what  the  money  lenders  were  ready  to 
take  them  at.  Thus,  for  inftance,  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  valued  his  5  per  cents,  with  which  he 
meant  to  pay  ofFa  part  of  the  navy  debt  at  95  and 
93.  He  could  not  but  think  he  rated  them  too 
high,  and  that  the  Navy  Bill  Holder,  although  he 
might  poffibly  confent  to  take  them,  would  efli- 
siiate  them  in  his  own  opinion  at  go,  or  perhaps 
51.  With  regard  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's 
argument,  upon  the  difference  between  a  three  per 
cent,  and  a  five  per  cent,  if  the  latter  was  made 
irredeemable  for  thirty  years,  undoubtedly  the 
public  paid  an  annuity  of  2s.  for  that  time,  for  the 
right  to  redeem  them  at  the  expiration  of  that  pe- 
riod •,  but  the  cafe  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
put,  did  not  depend  upon  calculation,  it  was  an 
5iypothefis  and  nothing  elfe.  If  the  funds  could 
be  bought  up  lower  at  the  end  of  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  the  public  would  pay  an  annuity  of  two  fhil- 
iings  for  the  right  to  buy  them  up  under  thit  ad- 
vantage ;  but  if  they  could  not  at  the  end  of  twenty 
cr  thirty  years,  be  fo  redeemed  at  a  low  rate, 
the  public  v^ould  pay  the  annuity  for  nothing. 
The  difference  between  a  three  per  cent,  and  a 
five  per  cent.  Loan,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  was  a  differ- 
ence in  the  one  cafe  in  favour  of  the  lender;  in 
the  other,  in  favour  of  the  money  borrower  ;  the 
ibrmer  would  certainly  prefer  that  fund  the  leaft 

likcl)' 
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likely  and  mofl:  capable  of  redemption.  With  re- 
gard to  the  taxes,  indifputably  the  money  muft  be 
laifed,  and  fo  fully  convinced  was  he  of  this  fa£l, 
that  without  meaning  to  bind  any  other  gentleman 
to  the  fame  lihe  of  conduft,  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
give  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  his  fupport; 
by  which  he  did  not  mean  to  fupport  him  in  the 
taxes  at  all  hazards,  but  as  far  as  upon  thedifcuf- 
f]on  of  the  fubje6l  in  future,  the  taxes  propofedthat 
day  fliould  appear  to  be  the  be  ft  that  could  be  fug- 
gelled.  Indeed,  fo  fenfible  was  he  of  the  neceffity 
of  railing  taxes,  that  there  were  hardly  any  taxes 
the  Hon,  Gentleman  could  have  propofed,  that  he 
fiiould  have  thought  himfelf,  from  the  fituaticn  he 
had  heldj  entitled  to  oppofe.  When  the  taxes  the 
Committee  had  heard  that  day  came  under  conli- 
deration,  he  fhould  difcufs  them  more  minutely 
than  it  was  pofiible  for  him  to  do  then.  There 
was  one  tax,  however,  that  he  could  not  but  (ay 
he  thought  a  ft  range  one,  and  that  was,  the  tax  on 
ribbands.  If  he  took  the  calculation  rightly,  to 
make  out  the  produce  of  that  tax,  every  individual 
female,  from  the  infant  juft  born,  to  the  adult  of 
any  age,  muft  be  fuppofcd  to  confume,  or  ufe,  at 
leaft  twenty  ribbons  a-year.  [Mr.  Pitt  nodded 
affent.]  Mr.  Fox  faid,  this  appeared  to  him  to  be 
fcarcely  credible.  He  farther  obferved,  that  mo  ft 
of  the  taxes  were  upon  the  dire£l  iieceffaries  of  life, 
which  he  hoped  would  convince  Gentlemen,  that 
the  fituation  of  the  country  was  fuch  as  required 
Vol.  II.  P  '  bold 
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bold  and  eflPe6lual  meafures  to  be  taken  to  re- 
trieve it,  and  that  they  would  join  in  fupporting 
the  Miniller  in  carrying  thofe  taxes  into  efFeft, 
which  were  fo  obvioufly  called  for  by  the  exigency 
of  affairs.  Mr.  Fox  thought  Mr.  Pitt  had  on  a 
late  oceafion  under-rated  the  prefent  growing  pro- 
duce of  the  Receipt  Tax;  and  explained  his 
meaning,  by  ftating  that  a  great  number  of  Re- 
ceipt Stamps  had  been  taken  out  previous  to  its 
being  generally  Underflood,  gs  it  had  been  laft 
year,  that  the  Receipt  Tax  need  not  be  paid. 
At  that  time  thofe  llamps  were  laid  afide,  but 
when  the  late  bill  for  regulating  the  colle£lion  of 
the  tax  came  in  force  on  the  25th  of  March 
laft,  (thofe  ftamps  fo  laid  afide  came  in  ufe,)  but 
being  on  hand,  they  prevented  fo  great  an  ilfue  of 
new  flamps  as  there  otherwife  would  have  been  ; 
confequently  the  amount  of  what  the  tax  was  now 
likely  to  produce  could  not  yet  be  known,  and 
therefore  he  conceived  Mr.  Pitt  to  have  confide- 
rably  under  rated  its  produce,  when  he  ftated  it 
lately  to  the  Houfe,  as  amounting  at  prefent  to 
ioo,oool.  a-year  only.  Mr.  Fox  aflced  Mr.  Pitt 
xvhat  fecurity  the  Navy-holder  in  the  firll  clafs,  who 
did  not  choofe  to  fubfcribe  to  the  5  per  cents,  was 
to  have  for  the  payment  of  his  Bill,  and  whether 
in  that  cafe  a  Bill-holder  of  the  fecond  clafs  was 
to  ftand  in  the  fame  fituation  with  thofe  of  the  fiilt 
clafs  Bill-holder  fo  refufingto  become  a  fubfcriber  ? 

The 
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The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  would  Jf^^-  '^^* 
very  readily  give    every  fatisfadion  in  his  power 
to  the  Committee,  or   to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  opened  the  buiinefs  in  a  manner  fo 
perfcftly  liberal    and   candid.       The  Navy    Bill- 
holders  who  did  not  choofe  to   become  fubfcribcrs, 
would  have  the  fame   fecurity  for  the  payment  of 
their  Bills  that  chey  had  now,  and  hitherto  had. 
The  public  faith  was  pledged  to  them  for  payment 
of  the    debt  ;    but  the  public    was    not    obliged 
to  make  fuch  payment,  but  at  its  own  convenience. 
With  regard  to  his  Loan   being  exaftly  upon  the 
fame  principle  as  the  Loan  of    laft  year,  he  could 
not  admit  that  aflPertion,  becaufe  the  terms  of  his 
Loan  were  two-fold ;  thofe   of  one  part  upon  the 
old  funds  ;  thofe   of  the   other,  upon   a  new  five 
per  cent.  fund.     With  regard  to  the  Receipt  Tax, 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,    he   had   not  meant  on   a  late  occa- 
fion,  what  that   tax,  under  its  prefent  regulation 
could  produce,  but  what  it  adually  had  produced  as 
yet,   Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  the  argument  ufed  by  Mr. 
Fox  againfl  a    five  per  cent,  fund,   and  defended 
himfelf  from   the   objeftions  that  Gentleman  had 
ftated. 

^Y.  Fox  rofe  again,    and  faid,    when   he   hadMt.Fox. 
[talked  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gfntleman   having  bor- 
rowed  his    money  upon  the  fame  terms   as    the 
.oan  of  the  laft  year,    he  meant    to   allude  to  that 
wrt  of  the  bargain,   which  was  properly  fpeaking 
khe  Loan,  and  not  the  fubfcription  to  pay  off  the 
P  2  ,  Navv 
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Navy  and  Ordnance  Debt.  Mr.  Fox  did  not 
feem  fatisfied  with  Mr.  Pitt's  anfwer  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  Navy  Bill-holder's  fecurity,  in  cafe  he 
did  not  choofe  to  become  a  fubfcriber  to  the  new 
funds.  He  thought  it  tended  to  a  compulfory 
obligation  upon  the  Bill-holder  to  fubferibe. 
loidSuirey.  Lord  Sui'vey  briefly  went  through  the  taxe?:, 
mofl:  of  which  he  thought  unobjeftionable  ;  but 
he  fertoufly  advifed  Mr.  Pitt  to  reconfider  the 
intended  tax  upon  coals.  His  Lordfliip  fiated  a 
variety  of  obje6tions  to  it,  and  faid,  if  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  perfiHed  in  it,  it  would  be 
warmly  remonllrated  againft,  from  various  parts 
'  of  the  kingdom. 

Wxitufly.  ^^*"  ^^^^^  Wrotkfty  profefibd  himfelf  a  friend  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  moft  ea^•- 
neflly  exhorted  him  to  abandon  the  intended  tax 
on  Coals,  and  to  fubftitute  fome  other.  Sir  John 
declared,  if  that  tax  were  to  be  impofed,  it  would 
go  near  to  ruin  50,000  manufacturers  in  the  coun- 
ty of  StafFord.  He  alfo  afierted,  that  3s.  a  chal- 
dron was  move  than  in  many  parts  of  that  county, 
people  paid  for  a  chaldron  of  coals  at  the  pit. 

]'  '^ilT"  S\rJame5JoJmJ}one\\\^^\y  approved  the  intend- 
ed tax  on  qualifications  to  fhoot,  and  deputa- 
tions fo  kill  game.  Our  Game  Laws,  as  they  ftood, 
he  faid,  he  had  ever  conhdered  as  a  difgrace  to 
the  country.  They  tended  to  enflave  the  people, 
by  wrefl-ing  arms  out  of  their  hands ;  but  the  ia- 
tended  tax  would   operate  as  it  ought  to  do,  and 

fall 
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fall  upon  the  proper  obje£ls.  He  only  wiiTied  the 
tax  to  be  double  on  thofe  who  regifiered  their 
qualifications  to  ilioot ;  for  furely  if  a  game-keeper 
was  to  pay  a  guinea  for  a  deputation,  a  gentleman 
might  well  afford  to  pay  two  guineas  for  the  re- 
gifler  of  qualifications  to  fhoot  game. 

Sir   Matthew   White    Ridley    argued    Pirenuouny  ^J';^^'^':^ 

■^  o  7    White  RiJ- 

againfl;  the  intended  Coal  Duty.  Sir  Matthew  ley^ 
pointed  out  the  raanifeft  inconvenience  it  would 
load  many  of  his  conftituents  with,  and  in  parti- 
cular by  drawing  fo  much  ready  money  from 
them.  He  afl^ed  how  was  it  to  be  collected  ? 
Was  an  Excifeman  to  be  ftationed  at  the  mouth 
of  every  pit  ?  He  alfo  aflced,  v/hether  the  tax  was 
meant  to  be  extended  to  the  Collieries  of  Scot- 
land ? 

Sir  William  Molefworth  deprecated  the  Coal  Tax,  sirWiiinm 
Sir  William  declared,  that  the  mines  in  the  county 
he  reprefented  could  not  be  worked,  if  any  addi- 
tional expence  were  thrown  upon  them,  and  afferted 
it  to  be  a  faft,  which  many  who  heard  him  could 
bear  tefiimony  to, 

Mr.  Or6?e  cautioned  Mr.  Piit  about  the  manner  Mr.  Orde. 
of  his  having  the  Coal  Bill  drawn.  If  not  very 
cautioufly  worded,  it  would  be  impra^icable.  A 
chaldron  of  coals,  London  meafure,  was,  he  faid, 
applicable  to  no  other  known  meafure  in  ufc 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

Mv.  Demp/lcr  affigned  his  reafons  fornot  wifli- Mr.  Demp- 
ing  to   go  into   a  difcuffion  of  the  intended  taxes 
P  3  that 
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that  evening,   but  defired  to  put  in  his  claim  ta 
be  heard   upon  them  on  a  future  day,    when  the 
Bills  were  before  the  Houfe.     As  the  good  or  bad 
of  many  of  the   taxes  depended   entirely  on  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  laid,  he  faid  no  found 
argument  could  be  ufed,   till  gendemen  were  ap- 
prized of  the  full    extent    of   the  feveral  tax  bills. 
Mr.  DempUer  faid  the  tax  upon  printed  and  ftain- 
ed  linens  appeared  to  him  to  be  highly  objeftion- 
able.     It  feemed  as  if  the    Minifter  with  the  fame 
breath  that  had  ferved   him    to  declare  the  annihi- 
lation of  the  duties    on  tea,  by  that  means  remov- 
ing one    great   fubje6l   of    fmuggling,  impofed  a 
duty    on  another  article,    and    thereby  provided 
fmucrglins  with   new  incitements  to  exercife  their 
illicit  practices,  and  fuggefted  new  commodities,  for 
them  to  run  in  to  the  kingdom,  and  thofe  commo- 
dities, which  if  fmugglcd  would    materially  injure, 
if  not  totally  ruin  one  of  our  befl,  and,  nationally 
confidered,  our  moll  valuable  manufadures.     IVlr. 
Dempflcv  thought  the  reafon  that  had  been  affign- 
ed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for  laying  the    additional  duty  on 
printed  and  (lained  linens   a  bad  one,    and  (hewed 
that  it  was  from   the   prevalence  of  fuch  notions  of 
increafing  duties,   that  fmugglir]g  had  grown  to  its 
prcJent  enormity. 
SirMitthfw      Sw- Matthew  V/hitc  Ridley  called  again  upon  Mr, 
ley.'         'Fiit  for  an  anfwer  to  his  quePtion,   whether  the  in- 
ended  tax*  on  coals  was  meant  to  extend  to  the 
Scotch  colheries  ? 

The 
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The    Chancellor    of  the   Exchequer  a  (Tared   the '^'■- ^^• 
"^  ,  -^  Pitt. 

Hon.    Baronet  and  the    Committee,  that  the  only 
reafon  of  his  not  having  lifcn    fooner  was,  in  order 
to  coIle6l  all  the  objeftions  of  different  gentlemen, 
and  endeavour  to  fave  the  time  of  the  Committee 
by  giving  them  all  an  anfwer  in  the  fame  fpeccb. 
The   tax  on   coals  was  undoubtedly  meant  to  be 
extended  to  the  collieries  of  Scodand  ;    he  wifhed, 
however,   that  the   Hon.    Baronet,  as  well   as  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  [Mr.  Orde]  had 
referved   their  objeftions   till  they  faw  the  Bill ;  a 
great  many  of  the  taxes  he  had  that  day  propofed 
depended  on  the   regulations   under    which   they 
were  to  be  laid  \  regulations  meeting  many  of  the 
objcdlions  that  had   been   dated,  were   adlually  al- 
ready fettled,  and  would  be  found  in  the  Bill,  and 
he  really  Qiould  be  happy  to  receive  fuch  informa- 
tion, from   Gentlemen  conveifant    with   the  fub- 
je£l,  as  might  ferve  to   point  out   the  propriety  of 
ftill  farther  regulations.     There  were  undoubtedly 
many  particulars  to  which  fpecial  exemptions  from 
the  tax  muft  be   extended.     Fire-engines,  for  in- 
(lance,  was,  he  fairly  thought,  one  of   thofc  parti- 
culars, and  that,    he  conceived,  would  totally  ob- 
viate an  objedion  made   by   an  honourable  friend 
of  his,   who   reprefented  the  county  of  Cornwall, 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid  upon  the  fub- 
jecl  of  the  effect  this  tax   would  have  upon   our 
manufadures,  furely  gentleman  had  forgot,   that 
in  his  opening  he  had  exprefsly  dated  that  a  dravv- 
P  4  back 
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back  was  intended  to  be  allowed  upon'the  expor- 
tation of  fuch  articles  as  confumed  a  confiderabla 
quantity  of  coals  in  their  manufaftuie.  He  de- 
clared he  {hould  be  extremely  forry,  if,  by  laying 
a  trifling  additional  duty  on  printed  linens  and  cot- 
tons, he  had  been  encouraging  fmuggling,  and  hold- 
ing out  frelh  incitements  to  the  profecution  of  their 
daring  enormities;  but  when  the  Bill  was  before  the 
Houfe,  he  trufted  no  rnifchievous  confequences 
would  appear  likely  to  follow  upon  the  impofi-^ 
tion  of  the  tax  in  queflion. 
Mr.  Walter      Mr.  Walter  Stanhope  rofe    next  to  combat   the 

Stanliope. 

duty  on  Coal?,  and  fevcral  other  Gentlemen  fol- 
lowed. 

The  propofition   on  the  term^  of  the  Loan  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  w.  The    Chancellor   0/  the  Exchequer  then  feve rally 

moved  the  following  refolutions,    which  were  all 

agreed  to : 

That,  towards  raifmg  the  fupply  granted  to  his 

Majefty,    the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  forty-one 

thoufand  feven  hundred  and  two  pounds   thirteen 

fliilhngs    and   nine-pence  half-penny,   out  of   the 

monies  or  favings  of  the  feveral  army  Cervices,  be 

applied   towards   defraying   the  extraordinary  ex- 

pences  of  his  MajeRy's  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 

vices,  incurred  between  the  ill  day    of  February, 

1783,  and  the   24th  day  of   December  following, 

and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

That 
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That  all  perfons  intevefted  in,  or  intitled  unia, 
any  bills  payable  in  the  courfe  of  the  Navy  or  Vic- 
tualing Offices  or  for  tranTports  which  were  niade 
put  on  or  before  the  refpeflive  days  following, 
that  is  to  fa}',  the  31(1  of  Augufl,  1781,  the  30th 
of  November,  1781,  the  28th  day  of  February, 
1782,  and  the  30th  day  of  June,  1783,  who  iliaii, 
on  or  before  the  31ft  day  of  July,  1784,  carry  the 
fame  (after  having  had  the  intereft  due  thereupon 
computed  and  marked  upon  the  faid  bills  at  the 
Navy  or  Victualling  Ofiice  rcfpeftivcly)  to  the 
Treafurer  of  his  Maiefly's  Navy,  iliall  have,  in  ex- 
change for  the  fame,  from  iuch  Treafurer,  or 
his  Paymafler  or  Cafliier,  a  certificate  to  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
for  every  entire  fum  of  one  or  more  liundred 
pounds,  for  which  fuch  certificates  are  to  be  made 
forth  J  and  alfo  one  other  certificate  for  the  frac- 
tional part  of  one  hundred  pounds,  being  the  re- 
mainder of  fuch  bill  or  bills  ;  and  the  perfons  who 
(hall  be  pofTelfed  of  fuch  fi  id-mentioned  certificates 
of  the  entire  fum  of  one  or  more  hundred  pounds, 
Ihall,  upon  the  delivery  thereof  to  the  faid  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  be  intitled, 
in  refpeft  of  the  fame,  to  the  refpedive  fums  fol- 
loxving,  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  fum  of  an  hundred  and 
feven  pounds  ten  ihillings  and  fix-pence  capital 
flock,  for  each  hundred  pounds  of  fuch  bills  made 
out  on  or  before  the  faid  3  ifl.  day  of  Auguft,  1781; 
$0  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  three  pounds  four 

fhillings 
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fliilllngs  and  fix  pence,  capital  (lock,  for  each  one 
hundred  pounds  of  fuch  bills  made  out  on   or  be- 
fore the  faid  :^oth  day  of  November,  1781  ;  to  the 
fum  of  one  hundred  and  two  pounds  three  ihillings 
capital  flock,  for  each  one  hundred  pounds  of  fuch 
bills  made  out  on  or  before  the  faid  28th  day  of 
February,  1782  ;    to  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and 
one  pounds  one  {billing  and  fix-pence  capital  flock, 
for  each  one  hundred   pounds  of  fuch  bills  made 
out  on  or  before  the  faid  30th  day  of  June,   1782; 
ihe   faid  refpe6live  capital    flocks  to   be  attended 
with  annuities  after  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per  cent. 
per  annum,   to  commence   from   the  5th   day    of 
July,  1 784,  payable  half  yearly,  in  lieu  of  all  other 
interefl  ;  the  faid  annuities  to  be  irredeemable  until 
twenty-five  millions  of  the  public  debt,  bearing  in  - 
terefl  at  the  rate  of  cither  three  pounds  per  cent, 
per  annum,  or  four  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum, 
Ihall  have  been  redeemed  and  paid  off;  and  the  faid 
annuities  to  be  charged  upon  a  fund  to  be  efla- 
blifhed  in  this  fefTion  of  Parliament,   and  for  which 
the  fund  common] v   called  the  fmkino^  fund,  fhall 
be  a  collateral    fecurity. 

That  all  perfons  interefled  in,  or  intitled  unto,, 
any  debentures  payable  out  of  his  Majefly's  Office 
of  Ordnance,  which  were  dated  on  or  before  the 
refpeclive  days  fcliowing,  that  is  to  fay,  the  30th 
day  of  November,  1781,  the  28th  day  of  February, 
3782,  and  the  30th  day  of  June,  1782,  whofhaj], 
on  or  before  the  3lfl  day  of  July,    1784,  carr^ 

the 
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the  fame  to  the  Treafurer  of  his  Majefiy's  Office 
of  Ordance,  to  be  certified  by  him,   or  his  Deputy 
or  Caffiier,  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Rank  of  England,    fhall  be    intitled,  in   refpe6l  of 
the  fame,  to  the  refpedlive  fums  following  ;    that  is 
to  fay,  to  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  feven  pounds 
^eo  fliillings   and  fix-pence  capital    (lock,   for  each 
one  hundred  pounds  of  fuch  debentures  made  out 
on  or  before  the  faid  30th  day  of  November,  1781; 
to  the   fum  of  one  hundred  and  three  pounds  four 
fliillings   and  fix-pence  capital  flock,   for  each  one 
hundred  pounds  of  fuch  debentures  made  out  on 
or  before    the  faid  28th  day  of  February,    1782  ; 
to  the   fum  of  one  hundred  and   two  pounds  three 
Ihillings  capital  ftock,  for  each  one  hundred  pounds 
of  fuch  debentures  made  out  on  or  before  the  faid 
3CthQay  of  June,  17S2  ;  the  faid  refpeftive  capital 
flocks  to  be  attended  with  annuities  after  the   rate 
of  five  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  commence 
from  the  5th   day    of  July,    1784,  payable  half 
yearly,  in  lieu  of  all  other  intereft ;  the  faid  annui- 
ties to  be  irredeemable  until  twenty-five  millions 
of  the  public  debt,  bearing  intereft  at  the  rate  of 
either  three  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  or  four 
pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,    (hall  have  been  re- 
deemed and  paid  off  ;  and  the  faid  annuities  to  be 
charged  upon  a  fund  to  be  ellabliihed  in  this  [eC- 
fions  of  Parliament,   and  for  which  the  fund  com- 
monly called  the  finking  fund,   Tnall  be  a  collateral 
fccurity. 

That 
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Thatjthere  be  charged  for  all  candles  whatfoever. 
(except  wax  candles)  which  fhall  be  made  in  Great 
Britain  one  halfpenny  for  every  pound  weight 
avoirdupoife,  and  after  that  rate  for  any  greater 
or  lefs  quantity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  all  candles  whatfo- 
ever (except  wax  candles)  which  fhall  be  imported, 
one  halfpenny  for  every  pound  weight  avoirdu- 
poife,  and  after  that  rate  for  a  greater  or  lefs  quan- 
tity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  bricks, 
by  whatfoever  name  or  names  they  now  are  or 
liereafter  may  be  called  or  known,  a  duty  of  two 
ihillings  and  fix-pence  for  every  thoufand;  and  fo 
in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  leG  quantity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  tiles, 
commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  plain 
lilcs,  a  duty  of  three  fliillings  for  every  thoufand, 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quan- 
tity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  tiles, 
commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  pan  or 
ridge  tiles,  a  duty  of  eight  fliillings  for  every  thou- 
fand, and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs 
(^tiantity. 

']  hat  there  be  charged  for   and   upon  all  tiles, 

commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  pav- 

-  ing  tiles,  not  exceeding  ten  inches  fquare,  a  duty  of 

one  Hiilling  and  fix-pcnce  for  every  hundred,  and 

fo 
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fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quan- 
tity. 

That   there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  tiles, 

other  than  fuch  as  are  before  enumerated  andde- 
fcribed,  by  whatfoever  name  or  names  fuch  tiles 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  he  called  or  known,  a 
duty  of  three  (hillings  for  every  thoufand,  and  fo 
in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  coals 
or  culm  ufually  fold  by  the  chalder,  or  by  any 
other  means  whatfoever  reducible  to  the  chalder, 
a  duty  of  three  fhillings  for  fuch  chalder  of  thirty- 
fix  bufhek,  Winchefter  meafure,  and  fo  in  propor- 
tion for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That  there  be  charcred  for  and  upon  all  coals 
or  culm  ufually  fold  by  weight,  a  duty  of  two  fhil- 
lings for  every  ton  of  twenty  hundred  weight, 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quan- 
tity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  every  hat  of 
a  fuperior  quality,  in  the  manufadlure  of  whicJi 
any  hair,  wool,  beaver,  or  other  fur  is  ufed,  of 
whatever  kind  or  fort  the  fame  may  be,  the  fum  of 
two  fiiiilin^s. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  every  coarf^ 
hat,  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name 
of  a  felt  hat  or  wool  hat,  made  or  manufadured 
wholly  of  Hieep  or  lamb's  wool,  the  fum  of  fix 
pence. 

That 
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That  every  perfon  who  fhall  keep  any  horfe, 
mare,  or  gelding,  for  the  purpofe  of  riding,  and 
not  for  drawing,  fliall  yield  and  pa}^,  annually,  the 
Turn  of  ten  fhiUings. 

That  every  perfon  who  fhall  keep  any  horfe, 
rnare,  or  gelding,  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing  any 
Coach,  Berlin,  landau,  chariot,  calafh,  chaife,  or  anv 
other  cairiage,  by  whatfoever  name  fuch  carriages 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  called  or  known  (for 
or  in  refpcQ:  whereof  any  rate  or  duty,  under  the 
management  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife,  now 
is  or  are  made  payable  by  any  ftatute  now  in  force) 
Ihall  yield  and  pay  annually  the  fum  of  ten  fhil- 
lings. 

That  the  faid  duties  upon  horfes  fhall  be  un- 
der the  government,  care,  and  management,  of  the 
CommilEoners  for  the  time  being,  appointed  to 
manage  the  duties  charged  on  ftamped  vellum, 
parchment  and  paper. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  filks  and 
fluffs  wholly  made  of  cotton  fpun  in  Great  Britain, 
linens  and  fluffs  of  what  kind  foever,  which  at 
any  time  or  times  hereafter  fhall  be  printed,  Gain- 
ed, painted,  or  dyed  in  Great  Britain,  (fuch  calli^ 
coes,  linens,  and  fuflians,  as  fhall  be  dyed  through- 
out of  one  colour  only,  or  fluffs  made  of  woollen, 
or  Avhereof  the  greatefl  part  in  value  fhall  be  wool- 
len always  excepted)  the  feveral  rates  and  duties 
herein  after  expreifed,  over  and  above  all  other 
duties  payable  for  the  lame ;  that  is  to  fay,  for  and 

upon 
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•upon  a!i  filks  (o  printed,  ftained,  or  painted,  in 
Great  Britain  (filk  handkerchiefs  excepted)  the 
fum  of  one  (hilling  for  every  yard  In  length,  rec- 
koning half  a  yard  for  the  breadth. 

That  there  be  charged  for  all  filk  handker- 
chiefs fo  printed,  ftained,  or  painted,  the  fum  of 
four  pence  for  every  yard  fquare,  and  in  thofe  pro- 
portions for  wider  or  narrower  filks. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  llufFs 
wholly  made  of  cotton  rpun  in  Great  Britain,  to 
be  fo  printed,  ftained,  painted,  or  dyed  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, (except  as  aforefaid)  the  fum  of  three  pence  for 
every  yard  in  length,  reckoning  one  yard  wide,  and 
after  that  rate  for  a  greater  or  iefs  quantity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  linens 
and  fluffs  (except  as  before  excepted)  to  be  print- 
ed, ftained,  painted,  or  dyed,  the  fum  of  three 
pence  for  every  yard  in  length,  and  after  that  rate 
for  a  greater  or  Iefs  quantity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  rib- 
bands manufa6lured  wholly  of  filk,  or  whereof 
the  greater  part  in  value  iliall  be  lilk,  not  ex- 
ceeding one-third  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  a  duty  of 
one  penny  for  every  twelve  yards  in  length,  and  fo 
in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  Iefs  quantity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  fuch 
ribbands,  above  one-third,  and  not  exceedlnij  three 
fourths  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  a  duty  of  one  far- 
thing for  every  yard  in  length,  and  fo  in  proportion 
for  any  greater  or  Iefs  quantity. 

That 
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That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  fach 
Hbbands  above  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  and  not 
exceeding  two  inches  and  one  half  in  breadth, 
a  dufy  of  one  half-penny  for  every  yard  in  lengthy 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quan- 
tiiy. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  all  fuch  rib- 
bands exceeding  two  inches  and  one-half  in  breadth, 
a  duty  of  one  penny  for  every  yard,  and  fo  in  pro- 
portion for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  every  yard 
of  gauze,  manufaflured  wholly  of  filk,  or  in  which 
there  fliall  beany  mixture  of  filk,  being  flriped  or 
figured  gauze,  and  not  exceeding  one  yard  in 
breadth,  a  duty  of  three  pence,  and  fo  in  propor- 
tion for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  every  yard 
of  fuch  gauze,  being  llriped  or  figured  gauze,  ex- 
ceeding one  yard  in  breadth,  a  duty  of  four  pence 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  grcter  or  lefs  quan- 
tity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  evciy  yard 

of  fuch    gauze,  being  plain  gauze,   and  not  exceed. 

~  inT  one  yard  in  breadth,    a  duty  of    two  pence, 

and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs   quan- 

lity. 

That  there  be  charged  for  and  upon  every  yard 
of  gauze,  being  plain  gauze,  and  not  exceeding  one 
yard  in  breadth,  a  duty  of  three  pence,  and  fo  in 
pioportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That 
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That  every  maker  of  mead  for  fale  be  obliged 
to  take  out  a  licence,  v;hich  licence  Qiall  be  charged 
with  the  yearly  fum  of  twenty  fhillings. 

That  every  brandy  dealer,  or  perfon  felling  bran- 
dy or  other  fpirituous  liquors,  not  being  a  retailer 
or  redifier,  be  obliged  to  take  out  a  licence,  which 
licence  Oiall  be  charged  with  the  yearly  fum  of  five 
pounds. 

That  every  common  brewer  be  obliged  to  take 
out  a  licence,  which  licence  (hall  be  charged  with 
the  yearly  lum  of  ten  pounds. 

That  every  re<5lifier  of  fpirits  be  obliged  to  take 
out  a  licence,  which  licence  fliall  be  charged  with 
the  yearly  fum  of  five  pounds. 

That  every  other  diftiller  for  fale  or  exportation, 
be  obliged  to  take  out  a  licence,  which  licence 
ihall  be  charged  with  the  yearly  fum  of  ten 
pounds. 

That  every  corn  diftiller.  or  maker  of  low  wines 
or  fpirits  from  corn  or  grain,  for  fale  or  for  ex- 
portation, be  obliged  to  take  out  a  licence,  which 
licence  fhall  be  charged  with  the  yearly  fum  of 
fifty  pounds. 

That  every  maker  of  any  kind  of  fweets,  other 
than  mead,  for  fale,  be  obliged  to  take  out  a  li- 
cence, which  licence  (hall  be  charged  with  the  year- 
ly fum  of  five  pounds. 

That  every  maker  of  vinegar  for  fale,  be  obliged 
to  take  out  a  licence,  which  licence  fhall  be  charged 
with  the  yearly  fum  of  ten  pounds, 

Vol,  U.  Q  That 
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That  every  maltfter,  or  maker  of  malt  for  fale, 
be  obliged  to  take  out  a  licence,  which  licence 
il-sall  be  charged  with  the  yearly  fum  of  two 
pounds. 

That  every  hop  planter,  whofe  plantation  of 
hops  fliall  exceed  two  acres,  be  obliged  to  take  out 
a  licence,  which  hcence  iliall  be  charged  with  the 
yearly  fum  of  two  pounds. 

That  every  chandler,  or  maker  of  candles, 
(other  than  wax  candles)  for  fale,  be  obliged  to 
take  out  a  licence,  which  licence  fhall  be  charged 
with  the  yearly  fum  of  twenty  fliillings. 

That  every  foap  maker  be  obliged  to  take  out  a 
licence,  which  licence  fhall  be  charged  with  the 
yearly  fum  of  two  pounds. 

That  every  paper  ftainer  and  maker  of  paper  be 
obliged  to  take  out  a  licence,  which  licence  fhall  be 
charged  with  the  yearly  fum  of  two  pounds. 

That  every  callico  printer,  and  every  printer, 
painter,  or  llainer  of  filks,  linens,  cottons,  or  ftufF^t, 
be  obliged  to  take  out  a  licence,  which  licence 
fhall  le  charged  with  the  yearly  fum  of  ten 
pounds. 

That  every  Rarch  maker  be  obliged  to  take  out 
a  licence,  which  licence  fhall  be  charged  with  the 
yearly  fum  of  two  pounds. 

That  every  wire  drawer,  or  other  perfon  who 
'(hall  draw,  or  caufe  to  be  drawn,  any  gilt  or  filver 
wire,  commonly  called  big  wire,  be  obliged  to  take 
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out  a  licence,  which  licence  fhall  be  charged  with 
the  yearly  fum  of  two  pounds. 

That  every  tanner  be  obliged  to  take  out  a  li. 
cence,  which  licence  Ihall  be  charged  with  the  year- 
ly fum  of  five  pounds. 

That  every  tawer  be  obliged  to  take  out  a  li- 
cence, which  licence  Ihall  be  charged  with  the  year- 
ly fum  of  twenty  fliillings. 

That  every  drefTer  of  hides  and  ficins  in  oil  be 
obliged  to  take  out  a  licence,  which  licence  lliall 
be  charged  with  the  yearly  fum  of  two  pounds. 

That  every  cuirier  be  obliged  to  take  out  a  li- 
cence, which  licence  fhall  be  charged  wit.h  the  year- 
ly fum  of  two  pounds. 

That  every  maker  of  vellum  or  parchment  be 
obhVed  to  take  out  a  licence,  which  licence  fhall  be 
charged  with  the  yearly  fum  of  twenty  fhillings. 

That  every  glafs-maker  be  obliged  to  take  out  a 
licence,  which  licence  Ihali  be  charged  with  the 
yearly  fum  of  ten  pounds. 

That  every  perfon  in  Great  Britain  qualified,  in 
refpe6l  to  their  property,  to  kill  game,  (hall,  pre- 
vious to  their  {hooting  at,  killing,  or  de droving 
any  game,  regifter  their  qualifications  with  the 
clerk  of  the  peace,  and  annually  take  out  certifi- 
cates thereof. 

That  for  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment, 
or  flieet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  whicii  any  certi- 
ficate annually  granted  to  any  perlbn  qualified,  in 
refpe^S  of  his  property,  to  kill  game,  fliall  be  in- 
0   2  2[roIIt'd 
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grofled,  written,  or  printed,  there  fhall  be  paid  a 
Itamp  duty  of  one  pound  one  {hilling. 

That  for  every  piece  of  vellum,  or  parchment, 
or  Iheet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which  any  depu- 
tation, or  appointment  of  a  gamekeeper,  granted 
to  any  perfon  (not  qualified  in  refpeQ  of  his  pro- 
perty; by  any  lord  or  lady  of  a  manor,  fhall  be 
ingroflfed,  written,  or  printed,  there  fhall  be 
paid  a  flamp  duty  of  one  pound  one  fhilling,  over 
and  above  the  duty  now  impofed  on  deeds. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  impe- 
rial, of  the  value  of  two  pounds  eleven  fliillings 
per  ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  twenty-two  inches  by  thirty  inches 
and  a  quarter,  an  additional  duty  of  three  fliillings. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper  for 
writing,  called  fuper  royal,  of  the  value  of  one  pound 
eighteen  fliillings  per  ream,  and  upwards,  and  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  nineteen  inches  and  a 
quarter  by  twenty-feven  inches  and  a  half,  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  two  fhillings  and  three  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing,  called  royal,  of  tlie  value  of  one 
pound  nine  fliillings  per  ream,  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding^  the  dimenfions  of  nineteen  inches 
and  a  quarter  by  twenty-four  inches,  an  additional 
duty  of  one  fhilling  and  nine  pence: 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing,  called  medium,  of  the^  value  of  one 

pound 
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pound  two  fliillings  per  ream,  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceedihg  the  dimenfions  of  feventeen  inches 
and  a  half  by  twenty-two  inches  and  a  half,  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  one  (hilling  and  fix  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing,  called  demy,  of  the  value  of  fixteen 
Ihillings  per  ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  fifteen  inches  and  a  half  by 
tv^enty  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper  for 
writing,  called  thick  pod,  of  the  value  of  thirteen 
ftiillings  per  ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceed- 
hig  the  dimenfions  of  fifteen  inches  and  a  quarter, 
by  nineteen  inches  and  a  half,  an  additional  duty 
of  nine  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing,  called  thin  poft,  of  the  value  of  ten 
iliillings  per  ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  fifteen  inches  and  a  quarter, 
by  nineteen  inches  and  a  half,  an  additional  duty 
of  feven  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing,  called  fmall  poft,  of  the  value  of  (even 
fhillings  and  fix  pence  per  ream,  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceedinsr  the  dimenfions  of  thirteen  inches 
and  a  half  by  fixteen  inches  and  a  hitlf,  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  fix  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 

for  writing,  called  foolfcap,  of  the  value  of  nine 

fhillings  per  ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceed^ 

Q  3  i"g 
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ing  the  dimenfions  of  thirteen  inches  and  a  half  by 
fixteen  inches  and  three  quarters,  an  additional 
duty  of  fix  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing,  called  pott,  of  the  value  of  fix  (billings 
per  ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  twelve  inches  and  a  half  by  fifteen 
inches  and  a  half,  an  additional  duty  of  four 
pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  doable 
atlas,  of  the  value  of  fifteen  pounds  per  ream,  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
fifty-five  inches  by  thirty-one  inches  and  a  half,  an 
additional  duty  of  ten  fliillings. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper  plate  printing,  called  demy, 
of  the  value  of  twelve  fliillings  per  ream,  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  fifteen 
inches  and  a  half  by  twenty  inche?,  an  additional 
duty  of  feven  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  wi-iting  or  copper  plate  printing,  called  copy  or 
baliard,  of  the  value  of  feven  fhillings  and  fix 
pence  per  ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  fixteen  inches  by  twenty  inches 
and  a  quarter,  an  additional  duty  of  four  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  foulf- 
cap,  of  the  value  of  fix  fhillings  per  ream,  and 

upwards, 
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upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
thirteen  inches  and  a  half  by  lixteen  inches  and 
three  quarters,  an  additional  duty  of  three  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-pkte  printing,  called  littris 
foolfcap,  of  the  value  of  fix  Ihillings  per  ream, 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions 
of  thirteen  inches  and  a  half  by  fcventeen  inches 
and  a  half,  an  additional  duty  of  three  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  prinfing,  called  pott,  of 
the  value  of  four  fliillings  per  ream,  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  twelve  inches 
and  a  half  by  fifteen  inches  and  a  half,  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  tv/o  pence 

-  That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  ground 
eagle  or  double  elephant,  of  the  value  of  lour 
pounds  per  ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceed- 
iiig  the  dimenfions  of  twenty-fiX  inches  and  three 
quarters  by  forty  inches,  an  additional  duty  oi" 
four  fliilHngs. 

That  there  be  cliarged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  colum- 
bier,  of  the  value  of  two  pounds  fen  (hillings  per 
ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  twenty-three  inches  auu  a  half  by  thirty- 
four  inches  and  a  half,  an  additional  duty  of  thres 
fhiliings  and  fix  pence. 

Q  4  That 
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That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper  plate  printing,  called  atlas, 
of  the  value  of  three  pounds  per  ream,  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  twen- 
ty-fix inches  and  a  quarter  by  thirty-four  inches, 
an  additional  duty  of  five  ftiillings. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper  plate  printing,  called  alias, 
of  the  value  of  two  pounds  per  ream,  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding;  the  dimenfions  of  twen- 
ty-fix  inches  and  a  quarter  by  thirty-four  inches, 
an  additional  duty  of  two  fliillings  and  fix-pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  impe- 
rial, of  the  value  of  one  pound  ten  {hillings  per 
ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimeiv 
lions  of  twenty-two  inches  by  thirty  inches  and  a, 
quarter,  an  additional  duty  of  one  fliiiling  and 
nine  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  fuper 
royal,  of  the  value  of  one  pound  five  {hillings  per 
ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  nineteen  inches  and  a  quarter  by  twenty- 
i'even  inclies  and  a  half,  an  additional  duty  of  otjc 
fhilling  and  fix  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  long 
loya},  of  the  value  of  one  pound  per  ream,  and 
iipwards,   and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 

twentv- 
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tvventy-feven  inches  and  a  half  by  eighteen  inches, 
an  additional  duty  of  one  fhilling. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-phite  printing,  called  royal, 
of  the  value  of  eighteen  fliiUings  per  ream,  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
nineteen  inches  and  a  quarter  by  twenty-four  inches, 
an  additional  duty  of  one  fliilling. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  demy, 
of  the  value  of  thirteen  (liillings  per  ream,  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  feven- 
teen  inches  by  twenty-two  inches,  an  additional 
duty  of  feven  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  (liort: 
demy  or  crown,  of  the  value  of  nine  (hillings  per 
ream,  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dnnen- 
fions  of  fourteen  inches  by  twenty  inches  and  a 
quarter,  or  of  fifteen  inches  by  twenty  inches,  an 
additional  duty  of  five  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  large 
fan,  of  the  value  of  fourteen  fhilhngs  per  ream, 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
twenty-three  inches  and  a  half  by  twenty  inches  and 
a  half,  an  additional  duty  of  one  {hilling. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  fmall 
fan,  of  the  value  of  eleven  Ihiilings  per  ream,  and 

upwards,    , 
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upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimeniions  of 
twenty-two  inches  and  a  quarter  by  thirteen  inches 
and  3  quarter,  an  additional  duty  of  nine  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
.  for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing,  called  ele- 
phant, of  the  value  of  fifteen  fhillings  per  ream, 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
twenty-three  inches  by  twenty-eight  inches,  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  nine  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
for  bank  or  bankers  bills  or  notes,  allowing  two 
bills  or  notes  to  each  flieet,  an  additional  duty  of 
one  fhilling ;  and  fo  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or 
Icfs  number  of  bills  or  notes  in  each  fheet. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
for  printing,  called  double  demy,  of  the  value  of 
one  pound  eighteen  (liiilings  per  bundle,  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  tweii' 
ty-fix  inches  by  thirty-eight  inches  and  a  half,  an 
additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  and  nine  pence. 

1  hat  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  pa- 
per for  printing,  called  royal,  of  the  value  of  one 
poand  four  fhillings  per  bundle,  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  nineteen  inches 
and  a  half  by  twenty-four  inches  and  a  quarter,  or 
of  twenty  inches  by  tvvcnty-fix  inches,  an  addi^ 
tional  duty  of  one  fhilling  and  two  pence. 

7  hat    there   be    charged   for    every    bundle   of 
paper   for   printing,    called  royal  inferior,  of  the 
value   of  fouitcen   Ihillings   per  bundle,  and   up- 
wards, 
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wards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimcnfions  of  nine- 
teen inches  and  a  half  by  twenty-four  inches  and  a 
quarter,  an  additional  duty  of  eight  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  pa- 
per for  printing,  called  medium,  of  the  value  of 
one  pound  per  bundle,  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenhons  of  eighteen  inches  by  twen- 
ty-three inches,  an  additional  duty  of  eleven  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  pa- 
per for  printing,  called  demy  hngle,  of  the  value 
of  feventeen  fhillings  per'  bundle,  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceedincr    the   dimenfions   of  feventeen 

o 

inches  and  a  half  by  twentv-two  inches,  or  of  nine- 
teen inches  and  a  quarter  by  twenty-one  inches 
and  a  quarter,  an  additional  duty  of  ten  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  pa- 
per for  printing,  called  demy  inferior,  of  the  value 
of  ten  iliillings  per  bundle,  and  upwards,  and  not 
exceedincr  the  dimenfions  of  feventeen  inches  and  a 
half  by  twenty-two  inches,  an  additional  duty  of 
fix  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  pa- 
per for  printing,  called  double  crown,  of  the  value 
of  feventeen  (hillings  per  bundle,  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  twenty  inches 
by  thirty  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  eight 
pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
for  printing,  called  double  crown  inferior,  of  the 
value  of  twelve  Ihillings  per  bundle,  and  upwards, 

and 
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and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  twenty  inches 
by  thirty  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  feven 
pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
for  printing,  called  fingle  crown,  of  the  value  of 
thirteen  {hillings  per  bundle,  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  fifteen  inches  by 
twenty  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  eight  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
for  printing,  called  fingle  crown  inferior,  of  the 
value  of  eight  (hillings  per  bundle,  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  fifteen  inches 
by  twenty  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  five  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
for  printing,  called  demy  tiffae,  of  the  value  of 
eight  fhillings  per  bundle,  and  upwards,  and  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  feventeen  inches  and  a 
half  by  twenty-two  inches,  an  additional  duty  of 
five  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
for  printing,  called  crown  tiflfue,  of  the  value  of 
five  fhillings  per  bundle,  and  upwards,  and  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  fifteen  inches  by  twen- 
ty inches,  an  additional  duty  of  three  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
for  printing,  called  double  pott,  of  the  value  of 
nine  fhillings  per  bundle,  and  upwards,  and  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  feventeen  inches  by 
twenty-five  inches  and  a  half,  an  additional  duty 
of  fix  pence. 

That 
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That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
called  cartridge,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
twenty- one  inches  by  twenty-fix  inches,  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  Ceven  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
called  fquare  cartridge,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  twenty-four  inches  and  a  half  by  twenty- 
five  inches  and  a  half,  an  additional  duty  of  eight 
pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
called  cartridge,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
nineteen  inches  and  a  quarter  by  twenty- four 
inches,  an  additional  duty  of  fix  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
called  elephant  common,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  twenty- three  inches  by  twenty-eight 
inches,  an  additional  duty  of  five  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
called  fugar  blue,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
twenty-one  inches  and  half  by  thirty-three  inches, 
an  additional  duty  of  eight  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper ' 
called  fugar  blue,  fmaller  fize,  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  eighteen  inches  and  three  quarters 
by  twenty-feven  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  fix 
pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
called  fugar  blue,  demy  fize,  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions   of  feventeen   inches   and   a   half  by 

twenty- 
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twenty-two  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  five 
pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
called  fugar  blue,  crown  fize,  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  fifteen  inches  by  twenty  inches,  an 
additional  duty  of  eight  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
called  purple  royal,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions 
of  nineteen  inches  and  a  hVlf  by  twenty-four 
inches  and  a  quarter,  an  additional  duty  of  four 
pence.  \ 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  paper 
called  biue  elephant,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions 
of  twenty-three  inches  by  twenty-eight  inches,  an 
additional  duty  of  fix  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
called  blue  royal,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions 
of  nineteen  inches  and  a  half  by  twenty-four 
inches  and  a  quarter,  an  additional  duty  of  eight 
pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
called  blue  detny  and  blofibm,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  fcventecn  inches  by  twenty-two 
inches,  an  additional  duty  of  fix  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  paper 
called  blue  crown,  finsle,  not  exceed  in  gr  the  di- 
menfions  of  fifteen  inches  by  twenty  inches,  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  three  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  whited- 
brown  paper,  called  royal  hand  thick,  not  exceed- 
ing 
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ing  the  dimenfions  of  twenty-four  inches  by  nine- 
teen inches  and  a  quarter,  an  additional  duty  of 
four  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  fof  every  bundle  of 
whited-brown  paper,  called  royal  hand,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  twenty-four  inches  by 
nineteen  inches  and  a  quarter,  an  additional  duty 
of  four  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of 
vvhited  brown  paper,  called  lumber  hand,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  twenty-three  inches  by 
eighteen  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  four  pence. 

'I'hat  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of 
whited  brown  paper,  called  two  pound,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  twenty-four  inches  by 
fixteen  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  three  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of 
whited-brown  paper,  called  fingle  tv/o  pound,  noc 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  fixteen  inches  by  ele- 
ven inches,  an  additional  duty  of  one  penny. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of 
whited-brown  paper,  called  middle  hand  double^ 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  thirty-three  inches 
by  twenty -one  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  fis 
pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of 
whited-brown  paper,  called  middle  hand,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenhons  of  twenty-two  inches  by 
fixteen  inches^  an  additional  duty  of  three  pence. 

Thai 
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That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of 
whited-brown  paper,  called  fmall  hand  double, 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  thirty-two  inches 
by  twenty  inches,  an  additional  duty  of  four 
pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  eveiy  bundle  of 
whited-brov^n  paper,  called  fmall  hand,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  nineteen  inches  and  three 
quarters  by  lixteen  inches,  an  additional  duty  of 
two  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of 
whited-brown  paper,  called  couples  pound  and 
half  pound,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  twelve 
inches  by  ten  inches,  and  of  nine  inches  by  feven 
inches  and  a  half,  an  additional  duty  of  one 
penny. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  brown 
paper,  called  imperial  cap,  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  twenty-nine  inches  by  twenty-two. 
inches,  an  additional  duty  of  four  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  brown 
paper,  called  havon  cap,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  twenty-four  inches  by  twenty  inches,  an 
additional  duty  of  three  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  brown 
paper,  called  bag  cap,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  twenty-three  inches  and  a  half  by  nineteen 
inches,  an  additional  duty  of  two  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  brown 
paper,  called  Kentilh  cap,  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions 
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menfions  of  twenty-one  inches  by  eighteen  inches, 
an  additional  duty  of  two  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  brown 
j)aper,  called  four  pounds,  not  exceeding  the  di- 
rnenfions  of  twenty  inches  by  fixteen  inches,  an 
additional  duty  of  two  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  brown 
paper,  called  fmall  cap,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions  of  twenty  inches  by  fifteen  inches,  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  one  penny. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  ream  of  brown 
paper,  called  double  four  pounds,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenlions  of  thirty-three  inches  by  twenty 
inches,  an  additional  duty  of  four  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  brown 
paper,  called  fingle  two  pounds,  not  exceeding  the 
di menfions  of  fixteen  inches  by  eleven  inches,  an 
additional  duty  of  two  pence. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  bundle  of  brown 
paper,  called  couples  pound  and  half  pound,  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  twelve  inches  by  ten 
inches  and  a  half,  an  additional  duty  of  one  penny. 

That  there  be  charged  for  every  hundred  weight 
of  pafteboard,  millboard,  fcaleboard,  and  glazed 
paper,  for  clothiers,  and  hotprefiers,  an  additional 
duty  of  one  Chilling  and  fix  pence  ;  and  after  thofe 
rates  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  fuch  pa- 
pers, pafteboards,  millboards,  and  fcaleboards, 
refpcclively, 

VoL.U  R  That 
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That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
His  Majefly,  there  be  veferved  and  made  payable 
to  His  Majefly,  his  heirs  and  fuccefibrs,  an  addi- 
tional rent  of  five  fhillings  a  week,  to  be  paid  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  every  licence  granted  fol 
ufing  hackney  coaches  within  the  cities  of  London 
and  Weftminfter,  and  the  fuburbs  thereof,  and  the 
limits  of  the  xveekly  bills  of  mortality. 

That  there  be  referved  in  the  receipt  of  His 
Majefty's  Exchequer,  the  furplus  produce  of  the 
money  to  arife  by  the  faid  additional  and  new  du- 
ties, above  what  will  pay  the  interell  of  the  mo- 
3:iey  borrowed,  and  navy  and  ordnance  debt  to  be 
funded,  to  be  applicable  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
intereft  of  the  remaining  navy  bills,  and  for  the 
payment  of  the  ordnance  debentures,  when  the 
fame  fliall  become  payable  refpeftively,  and  for 
the  payment  of  any  fund  or  annuity  which  may  be 
created  for  the  difcharge  of  the  faid  navy  bills  and 
ordnance  debentures  refpe£^ively. 


Thurjday,  July  2 ^  17S4. 
Shetland. 


Sir  Thomas  Vujidas  rofe  to  flate  to  the  Houfe, 
that  he  had  received  authentic  information,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ifles  of  Shetland  were  in 
the  greatell  diftrefs  imaginable  for  want  of  food. 
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a  famine  having  been,  occafioned  by  the  total  fai- 
lure of  their  harvefl;  lafl;  year.  Sir  Thomas  faid, 
he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  by 
entering  at  that  moment  into  any  difcuffion  of  a 
circumftance  fo  lamentable.  He  doubted  not  but 
it  was  fufficient  for  him  to  have  ftated,  that  the 
melancholy  fa£l  exifted,  to  obtain  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  Houfe.  He  would  therefore 
content  himfelf  with  moving,  that  a  Committee 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  difirefs  of  the  in- 
liabitants  of  Shetland,  in  confequence  of  the  famine 
iiow  raging  there. 

The  Speaker  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether  that  The  Speak- 
was  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding,  as  it  did  not 
ftrike  him  that  there  was  any  precedent  for  it ;  not 
that  he  was  prepared  to  fay,  no  fuch  precedent  exiil- 
ed,  but  he  wifhed  to  have  the  opinion  of  forae  gen- 
tleman more  experienced  in  the  forms  of  the  Houfe 
upon  proceedings  of  that  nature  thah  himfelf. 

Mr.  Dempjlcr  cited  a  cafe,  that  had  happened  Mr.  Demp- 
fome  time  fmcc,  of  a  fimilar  nature,  in  which  that 
Houfe  had  interfered,  and  by  a  feafonable  fupply 
of  provifions,  afforded  fubftantial  relief  to  a  very 
confiderable  number  of  dillrelTed  individuals  and 
their  families  in  Scotland.  Mr.  Dempfter  ftated 
the  prefent  to  be  a  cafe  equally  deferving  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe  -,  he  faid,  he  had  iikewife 
received  letters  of  undoubted  authority,  commu- 
nicating to  him  an  account  of  the  particulars,  and 
they  were  fuch  as  called  loudly  for  immediate  re* 
R  2  Jief. 
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lief.  The  iflands  of  Shetland,  he  declared,  were 
as  valuable  as  any  belonging  to  Great-Britain  ; 
they  contained  an  infinite  number  of  inhabitants 
who  were  employed  in  the  filheries.  As  it  was 
of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  their  prefervation, 
that  fome  relief  fhould  be  immediately  granted  to  ' 
them,  he  hoped  that  the  motion,  which  he  conceiv- 
ed to  be  a  motion  perfedly  proper  and  unexcep- 
tionable, wonid  be  allowed  to  pafs,  and  that  a 
Committee  would  be  appointed,  and  would  lofe 
no  time  in  making  a  report  of  the  truth  of  the  cafe, 
•  that  the  Houfe  might  take  immediate  meafures  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  diftreflfed  objefts.  Mr. 
DempPici  faid,  a  reprefcntation  of  the  fa6ls  had 
been  diawn  up  by  the  Clergy  of  Shetland,  and 
fent  to  London  to  be  prefented  to  his  MajeRy  ; 
but  owing  to  the  great  diftance,  and  the  difficulty 
of  conveyance,  the  letter  did  not  reach  town  till 
a  month  after  the  date  of  it. 

The  Spjak-  fhc  Spcaktv  faid,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  the  fa6ts,  but  he  wilhed  to  know  what  was  the 
lit  mode  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  w.  The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  only 

objeclion  he  faw  in  the  motion,  was,  that  it  affumed 
a  fa£t  ivhich  the  Houfe  in  point  of  form  was  not 
apprized  of,  viz.  that  a  famine  was  a6lually  raging 
in  Shetland.  lie  fliould  imagine,  if  the  piotion 
was  altered,  and  merely  went  to  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee,  it  might  pafs,  and  the  end  would 
be  peife6iiy  anfwered. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  WeUbore  Ellis  faid,  the  proper  mode  of  J^^^-^Weu- 
proceeding,  he  conceived,  would  be,  to  prefent 
a  petition  to  his  Majefty  upon  the  fubie6l:,  and 
for  that  petition  to  be  brought  to  the  Houfe  by 
one  of  his  Majetly's  fervants,  with  a  meEige  re- 
commending i^  to  the  Houle  to  take  i:  into  their 
immediate  confideration. 

The    Speaker  own^d    his    mind    went    entirely  ^'^=Sp"^- 
xvith  what  the  Hon.   Gendcmen    had  fucrcre^led.— « 
He  e^;plained  the  ufage  of  their  proceedings  where 
money  was  to  be  granted  for  particular  purpofes. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  accorded  with 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Ellis,  and  faid,  it 
certainly  would  be  advifable  to  proceed  regularly, 
as  they  now  knevv'  what  the  regular  mode  ol"  pro- 
ceeding- was.  If  therefore,  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  let  a  petition  be 
prefented,  in  the  mean  time  the  bufinefs  fhould  be 
going  on,  fo  that  in  faft  little  or  no  time  fhould  be 
loft  by  altering  the  manner  of  obtaining  the  relief 
fo  neceffary  to  be  adminiftere'd. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

IRISH     POST-OFFICE     BILL, 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  he  was  far  from  feeling  a  Mr.  Eden, 
wifli  to  impede  a  meafure  tending  in  any  degree 
to  promote  the  intercourfe  between  the  two  king- 
doms ;  and  that  he  more  particularly  was  difpofed 
to  the  prefent  Bill,  bec^iufe  it  could  refult  only 
from  genuine  and  unfolicited  rentiincnts  of  atten- 
t,ion  towards  Ireland,  which   he  Qiould  be  glad  to 

R  3  fi^e 


246  PARLIAMENTARY         [A.  1784. 

fee  exerted  in  inftances  of  more  extent  and  import- 
ance, wherever  it  might  be  found  compatible  with 
our  mutual  intciefls.  The  prcfent  a6t,  fofar  as  it 
jnight  aiFetl  the  Revenue  qf  the  Englifli  Poft- 
ofEce,  undoubtedly  was  a  gift  to  Ireland,  that 
country  having  been  compenfated  by  the  late  a6l  for 
her  claim  pf  the  (hare  of  profits  on  the  carriage  of 
letters  between  Dublin  and  Great  Britain :  as  how- 
ever he  did  nqt  wifli  to  imprefs  an  idea,  on  either  fide 
of  the  water,  that  the  facrifice  made  was  more  im- 
portant than  it  really  was,  he  wiflied  that  the  mover 
of  the  Bill  would  think  proper  to  ftate  the  expence. 
Mr.  Oide.        p^^,^  ^^^^  ^^j^^  ^^_^^  ^^  thanked  the  Right  Hon. 

Gentleman  for  the  enquiry  :  He  could  affure  the 
Houfe,  that  the  expence  propofed  would  be  with> 
in  2000I.  a-year  J  and  he  muft  add,  that  though 
a  compenfation  had  been  given  to  Ireland  in  fet- 
tling the  late  Bill,  the  quantum  of  that  compenfa- 
tion had  been  agreed  when  it  was  fuppofed  that  thes 
claufe  now  offered  would  make  a  part  of  the  Bill ; 
and  the  claufe  had  afterwards  been  omitted.  He 
did  not  wifh,  however,  to  dwell  on  fuch  an  ob* 
jcfl  in  a  contefl:  of  good  will  and  good  corre- 
fpondence  between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  was  very 
glad  that  the  Bill  had  a  general  approbation. 

TAXES. 
iiepout  from  the  committee  of  supply. 

Mr. Gilbert,      Mr.  GzVZ'O'^  brought  up  the   Report    from  lad 
day's  Committee  of  Supply  ;  when  the  Refolutions 

were  read  a  fiifl;  time, 

The 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rofe,  in  or-^J.^,-  w- 
der  to  deprecate  any  debate  for  the  prefent  on  the 
new  tax  on  coals.  His  fpeech  was  fraught  with 
thofe  fentirnents  of  candour  and  ingenuoafnels, 
which  do  honour  to  a  mind  that  is  regulated  by 
the  principles  of  integrity ;  and  the  Houfe  heard 
it  with  the  warmelt  applaiife  and  heart  fek  fatis 
faftion.  He  faid,  that  of  all  the  new  taxes  which 
were  obliged  to  be  enforced,  the  one  on  coals  was 
the  mofl  objedlionable.  But  as  he  wiflicd  to  dii- 
cufs  the  fubjeft  in  a  fair  and  open  manner,  he 
thought  it  would  be  exceedingly  nccefiTary  that  every 
Gentleman  fhould  have  the  fullefl:  information, 
efpecially  as  it  materially  affeQed  the  manufaflu- 
rcrs  as  well  as  the  landed  intcrcft  of  the  king- 
dom. He  therefore  apprehended  that  the  dif- 
cufllon  of  the  fubjeft  fhould  be  deferred  till  Gen- 
tlemen had  written  to  the  country,  and  taken  the 
necelTary  fleps  for  obtaining  all  the  infoimatioii 
that  was  requifite.  With  regard  to  the  tax  itfelf, 
he  v/as  not  fo  pertinacious  or  fond  of  the  child 
of  his  own  brain,  as  not  to  be  open  to  convitlion  ; 
and  if  any  Gentleman  would  point  to  him  how  any 
other  tax  might  be  fubftituted,  equally  produftive 
and  more  popular.,  he  would,  he  declared,  readily 
adopt  it,  and  CQnfider  himfelf  as  very  much  in- 
debted to  that  Gentleman  who  could  give  him  fo 
kind  and  valuable  admonitions.  1  he  tax  was  a 
tax  of  neceflTity  ;  and  the  exigencies  of  Govern- 
ment forced  him  to  adopt  the  meafure  ;  but  if  it 
were  particularly  difagrecable  to  the  majority  of 
R  4  the 
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the  people,  he  fliould  be  exceedingly  fony  to  have 
it  paffed  into  a  law.     He  wi(hed,    however,  Gen- 
tlemen would  recolleft  in  what  a  difagreeable  pre- 
dicament he  flood.     He   muft  provide  for  the  ne- 
ceflary  demands  of  the  State  ;    and  as  the  country 
was  already  much  opprefled,  it  was  a  very  unpo- 
pular meafure  for  any  Minifter  to  levy  more  mo- 
ney from  the  fabje£lsby  any  new  tax.     Still,    how- 
ever   difagreeable   thefe    circumftances   were,    he 
•was  called,  by  the  partiality  of   his    countrymen, 
to  an  office  which    required  the   mod  a£live  exer- 
tion.     It  was  an    office    which  could  not  be  rec^u- 
lated  by  a  weak  or  timid  condu6l  ;  but  the  duties 
of  which  muft  be  difcharged  with    fidelity    to  tlje 
natron,  and  without  fear  of  the   animadverfion  of 
any  ijidividual  whatever.     He  had,   he    prefumed 
to  fay,  done   his  duty,  fo    far  as  regarded  the  na- 
tional  welfare ;   and    he  would  proceed  boldly  in 
the  work  which  he  had  begun,  notwithflanding  his 
conduct  might  fubjeft   him  to  the   malice  or  cen- 
fure  of  a  few    individuals.     The  fingularity  of  our 
fituation  widi  refpecl  to  national  burthens,   muft 
be  obvious  to  every  Gendeman  of  a  liberal  mind,; 
and  furcly  none  could  blame    him,    as  he  had  not 
been  the  means  of  impofing  any  of  thofe  burthens 
on  the  people.      It    was   exceedingly  unfortunate 
for  him  that  he  fliould  be  compelled  to  a  meafure 
of  all  others  the  moft  unpopular;  but  it  was  his 
duty  to  provide  for  the    exigencies   of  the  State, 
and  he  was  refolved  to  adopt  every  meafure  for 
that  end,  which,  in  his  opinion,   was  the  leaft  op- 

preiliv  o 
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preffive  to  the  country  .  Many  might  objeft  to 
the  tax  on  Coals  ;  but  couid  any  one  produce  a 
better  ?  The  tax,  whatever  was  meant  to  be  pro- 
pofed,  muft  be  a  produ£live  one  ;  and  a  tax  that 
would  be  as  httle  troublefome  as  poiTible  in  the 
colieclion,  as  he  did  not  wifh  to  fee  an  increafe  of 
our  revenue  officers.  There  was  no  tax,  he  declared, 
which  he  had  the  misfortune  to  propofe,  but 
fhould  immediately  be  altered,  provided  it  was 
more  agreeable  to  the  minds  of  his  countrymen  — 
Opprefiion  was  not  his  defire ;  for  he  wifhed,  if 
poffibie,  to  eafe  the  people  of  their  burthens ;  but 
we  were  fo  unfortunately  circumftanced,  at  the  end 
of  a  long  and  ruinous  war,  that  fomething  muft  be 
done  to  anfwer  the  emergencies  of  the  times.  He 
was  ready  to  meet  his  fate,  and  he  would  do  it 
with  fortitude,  as  he  was  confclous  to  himfelfof 
the  reftitude  of  his  intentions.  He  was  ready  to 
enter  into  a  difculTion  on  any  of  the  taxes;  but  he 
thought  that  any  debate  on  the  tax  on  coals  might. 
be  avoided,  till  Gentlemen  were  more  particularly 
informed  of  the  tendency  of  the  bill,  and  till  they 
were  certain  how  it  would  affetl  the  community 
at  large.  He  did  by  no  means  wifli  to  fee  it  hur- 
ried through  the  Houfe,  as  he  was  apprized  of  the 
oppofition  that  would  be  made  to  it.  He  would 
liQen  with  the  greatell  attention  to  the  obferva- 
tions  of  any  Qtntleman,  particularly  one  who  was 
more  verfant  than  he  in  the  lubjeft  of  diHmte;  and 
if  any  errors  fell  to  his  (hare,  he  begged  that  they 
might  be  attributed  rather  to  errors  of  judgment, 

thaa 
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than  any  wilful  intention  of  injuflice  or  oppreOion. 
The  oppofition  that  was  likely  to  be  made  to  the 
tax  in  qucflion,  was,  he  confefled,  a  formidable 
and  refpeflable  oppofition  ;  but  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  if  dentlemen  fully  underftood  tha  na- 
ture and  neceffity  of  the  bill,  they  would  receive 
it  with  greater  tranquillity  of  mind.  He  would 
at  all  times  think  himfelf  particularly  indebted  to 
Gentlemen  for  their  advice  or  obfervations  ;  and 
any  animadverfionSj  from  whatever  motives  they 
originated,  would  be  the  objeft  of  his  mod  ferious 
attention,  to  which  he  would  at  all  times  liften 
with  the  greatefl.  refpedf. 
Mr.  joi.iffv  Mr.  Joiliffc  felt  it  painful  to  make  any  oppofition 
to  the  raifing  of  money,  which  the  exigencies  of 
the  times  rendered  fo  indifpenfably  ncceirary.  But 
there  was  one  tax  that  had  been  propofed,  to  which 
he  could  not  poffibly  give  his  confent  ^  that  was, 
the  tax  on  Coals.  His  reafon  for  diifenting  from 
the  opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
was  of  a  double  nature  1  He  thought  the  tax  woulc^ 
be  greatly  injurious  to  a  certain  defcription  of  ma- 
nufacturers ;  or,  if  it  fhouid  be  fo  modified,  as  not 
to  hurt  them,  then  it  would  not  be  produ6live.  By 
the  tenour  of  that  tax,  all  coafting  towns  were  ex  • 
empted.  Coafting  towns  certainly  contained  a 
very  confiderable  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  if  to  that  number  were  added 
the  inhabitants  of  our  principal  manufa8uring 
towns  alfo,  undoubtedly  no  great  revenue  could  be 
looked  for  from  the  coal- tax.     From  thefe  confi- 

deratjons 
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derations  he  was  Inclined  to  think,  that  the  tax 
never  could  anfwer  the  ends  propofed.  If  all  de- 
fcriptions  of  men  were  comprehended  by  it,  then 
it  would  be  intolerably  oppreffive :  if  exceptions 
were  made,  they  muft  be  fuch  as  he  had  ftated ; 
and  by  thofe  exceptions  the  tax  would  be  good  for 
nothing.  He  made  feveral  obfervations  on  the 
tax,  as  it  might  be  fufpefled  to  raife  the  price  of 
coals.  He  recurred  tQ  the  exorbitant  price  of  that 
article  laft  Winter  ;  and  expreffed  his  fears,  that  if 
the  tax,  of  which  he  was  now  fpeaking,  fhould  be 
pafiTed  into  a  law,  the  people  would  experience 
greater  hard  (hips  than  they  had  before  felt. 

Mr.  Waller  Stanhope  faid,    after  the  handfome^^'v^^'*'' 

■'  '  bcanhope. 

manner  in  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
fpoken  upon  the  fnbjeft,  he  would  not  oppofe 
the  tax  that  day ;  but  he  had  a  propofition  which 
he  wiOied  to  fubmit  to  his  confide  ration,  and  that 
was,  to  pafs  over  the  tax  entirely  that  day,  and 
to  fufpend  it,  till  the  matter  had  been  fairly  dif- 
culTed.  Mr.  Stanhope  faid,  he  fubniitted  this 
propofition  for  the  fake  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, whom  he  wifhed  fincerely  well.  If  the 
tax  was  known  to  be  fufpended,  the  country  would 
be  quiet ;  but  if  it  was  underPiood  to  be  going  on, 
fuch  a  clamour  and  noife  vvould  be  raifed  through- 
out the  kingdom,  as  never  had  been  occafioned  by 
any  tax,  however  unpopular,  fmce  the  Revolution, 
or  at  leail,  he  would  fay,  fince  the  general  excife. 
If  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlemao  wou'id  take  his  ad- 
vice, and  agvee  to  pals  over  ibe  tax  for  the  pre- 

fent 
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fent,  he  fhould  be  extremely  happy,  and  the  dif- 
cuffion  would  come  on  hereafter  more  undiflurbed, 
and  unmixed  with  prejudice  ;  but  if  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  fhould  be  of  another  opinion,  he  could 
only  fay,  he  would  not  that  day  vote  againft  the  tax. 
SirU'iiium       Sir   Williavi  Cunnyngham  declared  the  tax  went 

Cunnyng-  '  , 

h^m.         to  deiiroy  the  very  vitals  of  the  part  of  the  king- 
dom   that  he  belonged  to.       The  people   there 
mull  be  totally  ruined  by  any  tax  on  coals ;    they 
had  no  wood  to  cut  down  to  make  fires,  and  they 
were  too  poor  to  pay  any  fuch  tax,  as  the  Right 
Hon.    Gentleman    had    propofed  ;    he    therefore 
fliould  hold  it  to  be  his  duty,  to  give  the  tax  a 
brain-blow,  if  poflible,  at  the  very  firft  Ilage  of  it, 
and  for  that  reafon,  if  he  was  the  fingle  man  who 
walked  out  of  the  door,  he  was  determined  to  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it  that  day. 
Mr.  Dcmp.       Mt.  Demp/lcr  rofe    to   intreat   his    Honourable 
Fiiend  to  forbear  any  fuch  rafh  intention   as  that 
he  had  jull  dated.     Mr.   Dempfter  faid,  his  Ho- 
nourable Friend,  he  was  perfuaded,  was  not  aware 
what  injury  he  would  do  the  caufe  he  meant  to 
fupport,  by  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon 
the  tax  that  day.     After  the  open,  manly,  honour- 
able, and  fair  declaration  made  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  would  be   to  the 
lafl.  degree  improper  not  to  let  the  tax  proceed  a 
Hep  farther,  and  to  referve  a  trial  of  the  queftion 
lefpefling  it,  till  that  trial  could  be  had  vt'ith  full 
information  in  their  poflefiTion.     After   what  had 
paired  that  day,  Mr.  Dempfter  deckred,  that  al- 
though   , 
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though  no  man  more  fincerely  wifhed  to  comply 
with  what  he  knew  to  be  the  deiire  of  his  confli- 
tuents,  had  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  propofed 
a  tax  on  the  Bible,  he  would  that  day  divide  with 
him  upon  it ;  and  yet  his  Honourable  Friend  knew 
that  their  countrymen  would  not  be  very  well 
pleafed  with  a  tax  upon  the  book  he  had  mention- 
ed, or  think  very  highly  of  any  man  who  fhould 
fupport  fuch  a  tax.  Mr.  Dempfler  faid  farther, 
that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  done  his  duty 
manfully  and  ably.  It  was  an  arduous  and  an  in- 
vidious taflc  to  propofe  taxes  to  be  impofed  on  the 
people,  and  when  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
met  the  difficulty  of  the  day  with  becoming  cou- 
rage, it  was  ihameful  to  fuffer  him  to  (land  as  the 
fingle  obje6l  to  be  baited.  He  ought  to  be  fup- 
ported,  and  he  lliould  have  his  fupport,  though 
he  could  not  approve  of  the  whole  of  the  taxes  ; 
that  on  Licences  was  as  oppreffive,  and  he  could 
fay  as  unjuft,  as  any  tax  ever  propofed.  In  Lon- 
don ten  pounds  might  be  a  trifle  for  a  brewer  to 
pay  for  a  licence,  but  in  Scotland,  which  fwarmed 
with  little  brewers,  fuch  a  fum  could  not  be  af- 
forded to  be  paid  by  fcarcely  any  one  brewer  in 
every  Ihire.- 

Sir  William  Cimnyngham  faid  nothing  on  earth  sir  wiiiiam 

niiT  t  •  r  ^  •  r  Cunnyng- 

Ihould  divert  him  from  his   purpofe.       The   tax  ham. 
would  prove  the  annihilation  of  his  country  if  it 
Was  fuffered  to  exift,  and  he  was  determined  to 
take  every  opportunity  of  endeavouring  to  crufh 

it. 
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Jt  that  offered.  He  did  afilire  the  Rkht  Hon. 
Gentleman,  that  he  bppofed  it  from  principle,  and 
for  the  reafon  he  Iiad  Hated,  and  not  from  any 
motive  of  perfonal  ill  will  to  him. 
Ut.  Mar-  Mf .  Marpiam  faid,  he  was  happy  to  fee  the 
Houfe  likely  to  aQ;  in  a  rnanner  fo  different  from 
that  in  which  he  had  expeQed  they  would  afl;  that 
day.  He  thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer deferved  the  thanks  of  his  country  for  fund- 
ing fo  much  of  the  unfunded  debt,  as  well  as  for 
the?  large  fum  he  had  provided  taxes  for.  There 
were  however  feme  of  thofe  propofed  that  were 
objectionable,  and  coals  was  not  the  only  one. 
The  Licence  on  Hop  Grounds  was  an  extreme  bad 
tax.  It  would  annihilate  all  thofe  who  grew  a  few 
acres  of  hops  only,  and  he  in  his  confcience  be- 
lieved, it  would  rather  tend  to  diminilh  than  in- 
creafe  the  Revenue. 
JfriVfsnhew  Sir  Maithtw  While  Ridley  faid,  he  chiefly  rofe  to 
\vh.teRid.  jj^gi^g  gj^  apology  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
for  a  hafty  expreffion  that  had  dropped  from  him 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  the  preceding  day.  He 
had  faid,  the  Honourable  Gentlem?fn  had  propofed 
a  tax  on  coals  without  knowing  any  thing  upon  the 
fubje6l :  all  he  meant  was,  that  thofe  who  hacJ 
given  the  Right  Hon.  Gendeman  what  informa- 
tion he  had  receix^ed  refpeding  coals,  either  were 
ignorant  themfelves,  or  they  had  deceived  him. 
He  therefore  afl^ed  the  Ricrht  Hon.  Gentleman'.^ 
pardon,  if  what  he  had  faid  was  conflrued  to  be 

a  perfonal 
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a  peifonal  imputation  upon  him.  Sir  Mathew  de- 
clared, he  was  fo  perfeiSlIy  aware  of  the  bad  prin- 
ciple of  the  Coal  Tax,  that  he  had  come  down  de- 
termined to  divide  the  Houfe  againil  it  that  day  ; 
but  after  what  the  Right  Men.  Gentleman  had  faid, 
he  would  not  oppofe  it  in  the  prefent  ftage. 

Six  John  Wi'ottejlcy  faid,  he  Hkewifc  had  come  ^!>- John 
down  determined  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe 
againft  the  Coal  Tax  ;  but  in  confequence  of  the 
handfome  propofition  of  the  Right  Hon,  Gentle- 
man, he  would  not.  Sir  John  declared,  the  more 
he  confidered  the  Coal  Tax,  the  more  he  was 
convinced  it  could  not  be  perfiPied  '\n,  wiihouc 
proving  the  ruin  of  our  manufaftures.  He  offered 
to  wait  on  Mr.  Pitt  with  any  other  Gentleman, 
and  give  him  every  information  on  the  fubjefl  in 
his  power. 

Mr.  Skendan   earneflly    deprecated    the    Hon.  Mr.  sheri. 
Baronet's  taking  the  fenfe  of  the   Houfe  on  the 
Goal  Tax  that  day.     He  pointed  out  the  extrcm.^ 
unfairnefs  of  oppofing  any  tax  in  that  ftage.    Hovv 
could  the  Hon.  Baronet  know  whether  every  pof- 
lible  objedion  might  not  be  cured  by  fome  regula- 
tion or  other  contained  in  the  Bill  ?   How  did  h6 
know,  that  Scotland  might  not  be  wholly  exempted 
from  the  tax  ?  [A  loud  laugh]  it  certainly,  Mr.  She- 
ridan faid,  was  podible,  and  till  the  Bill  v/as  before 
them,  no  man  had  a  right  to  contend  that  Scotland- 
would  not  be  exemnted,  although  he  was  aware 
the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  had  faid,  he  meant  t& 

extend 
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extend  the  tax  to  Scotland.  Mr.  Sheridan  de- 
clared, if  his  worthy  friend  did  divide  the  Houfe, 
he  would  divide  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer againft  him. 

The  quellion  was  then  putj  "  that  thefe  Refo- 
lutions  be  read  a  fecond  time,"  v/hich  was  car- 
ried, and  Mr.  Hatfel  proceeded  to  read  them  one 
by  one. 
X'r.Huffoy.      Mr.  Hujfty  rofe  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  taxes. 
He  did  not  think  the  Coal  Tax  the  tax  principally 
objcdionable ;   what  ftruck  him  as  much,  if  not 
more  fo,  was  the  tax   on  candles.     It  might,  he 
knew,  be  faid,   the   amount   was  fmall,    and   the 
poor  paid  but  little  to  it.     The  aflertion  vv^as  true, 
but  then  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  though 
the  tax  took  but  little  out  of  the  pockets   of  the 
poor,  it  took  it  from  thofe  who  had  but   iitde  to 
jive  on,  and  nothing  to  fpare.     Trifling  therefore 
as  it  might  appear  to  men  in  eafy  fituations  in  life^ 
it  was  a  grievous  burthen  on  the  poor,  and  as  fuch 
it  had  his   abhorrence..     Having  faid  this,    Mr* 
Hufley  went  into  an  examination  of  the  financial 
part  of  the  Budget.     He  lamented  that  Mr.  Fox 
was  abfent,  for  he  v^Milied  to  have  anfwered  fomc 
of  his   remarks  on  the   5  per   cent.   fund.      Mr. 
Hufley  thought  Mr.  Pitt  had  great  merit  in  fund- 
ing fo  much  of  the  unfunded  debt  as  he  had  done  ; 
but  why  not  fund  the  whole  of  it  ?    He   thought 
the  argument  with  refpecl  to  keeping  up  the  price 
of  a  5  per  cent,  fund  in  the  market  told  exaftly  the 

other 
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other  way,  from  that  in  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  urged  it.  So  far  from  the  de- 
claring it  irredeemable  for  a  number  of  years  cer- 
tain being  likely  to  have  the  eflfeft,  the  Chancellor 
had  fuppofed,  that  by  its  being  properly 
underftood  it  would  be  foon  paid  oflF,  would 
mofl;  tend  to  keep  up  its  price.  1  he  money- 
lenders, Mr.  Hufley  remarked,  were  apt  to  be  in- 
conliflent  in  their  reafonings.  Hitherto  they  haci, 
contended,  that  the  quantity  of  unfunded  debt 
kept  the  market  price  of  all  the  ftocks  down  ;  now, 
when  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  wifhed  to 
fund  the  whole  of  the  debt,  they  thought  proper 
to  objeft,  and  to  aflert,  that  if  the  whole  was  fund^ 
ed,  that  would  keep  the  ftocks  low.  This  was 
certainly  inconfiftent  reafoning.  Mr.  KufTey  en- 
tered very  much  at  large  into  the  defence  of  a  5 
per  cent,  fund,  and  could  not  but  be  of  opinion 
that  the  whole  of  the  Loan  would  have  been  bet- 
ter, had  it  been  raifed  in  that  manner.  Mr. 
Hulfey  alfo  repeated  the  queftion  put  the  preced- 
ing day  by  Mr.  Fox,  as  to  the  fituation  the 
Navy. bill  holder  ftood,  who  {hould  refufe  to  fub- 
fcribe  to  the  new  fund  ?  This  que  [lion  rought  on 
a  long  converfation  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  to  declare  it  Mr.  w. 
gave  him  pain  to  differ  from  Mr.  Hufley,  with 
whom  he  generally  thought  on  financial  fubjetts  ; 
but  he  could  not  approve  his  reafoning  that  day. 
Mr.  Pitt  contended  that  Mr.  Huiley's  preference 
■   Vol.  II.  S  of 
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of  not  declaring  the  5  per  cent,  irredeemable, 
amounted  loan  avowal  that  it  was  worth  while  to 
borrow  5  per  cents,  that  year  at  93,  in  order  to 
pay  them  ofF  at  iCO  three  years  hence. 

Mr.  Huffey.  My,  Ilvjcy  icphed,  and  defended  himrdf  from 
the  charge  of  abfurdity. 

Lord  Ma-       Lord  Malwii  attacked  Mr.  HuOTev,  and  faid  he 

hon.  _  _  " 

had  not  calculated  with  his  ufual  accuracy.  His 
Lordfliip  avowed  himfelf  a  warm  friend  to  a  5  per 
cent,  confidered  with  a  view  to  redemption.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  he  faid,  he  had  no  doubt, 
if  the  Miniftry  were  fuffered  to  go  on  in  the  pro- 
per way  in  which  they  had  begun,  and  to  profe- 
cute  the  good  works  they  had  fet  on  foot,  but  the 
whole  of  the  national  debt  would  fhortly  be  paid. 
j]An  univerfal  laugh].  His  Lordfhip  declared  he 
was  glad  to  hear  the  laugh,  he  hoped  the  public 
felt  as  the  Houfe  did  ;  it  was  in  that  feeling  he 
reded  his  hopes  of  the  great  point  he  had  flated 
receiving  completion, 

Mr.  HuiTey*  Mr.  Hiij[fey  aufwcred  (he  noble  Lord,  and  faid, 
happy  as  he  fhould  be  to  witnefs  the  payment  of 
the  lafl  (billing  of  the  national  debt,  he  was  not 
fanguine  enough  to  expe6t  it. 

Sir  Charles  Sir  C/iarks  Myddkton  faid,  that  what  had  pafled 
'on  the  lubjeft  of  the  Navy-bills  gave  him  fome 
imeafinefs;  if  the  meafure  propofed  had  any  ten- 
dency (o  impair  the  confidence  of  the  money- 
holders  in  point  of  fecurity,  it  would  be  feverely 
felt  in  all  future  payments  by  the  Navy  Board, 

The 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the^""-  "^'• 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  zeal  for  a  department 
which  he  fo  worthily  filled,  led  him  to  apprehen- 
fions  which  were  ill  founded  :  The  meafure  pro- 
pofed  was  an  arrangement  which  the  public  had 
a  riffht  to  make  :    He  never  would  avow  that   the 

o 

Navy  Bill-holders  had  a  claim  to  be  paid  at  any 
given  time,  contrary  to  the  public  convenience ; 
but  they  had  a  right,  when  paid,  to  have  preference 
according  to  the  feniority  of  their  claims,  and  that 
ri^ht  he  confidered  as  facred. 

o 

Sir  Charles  Myddkton  anfwered,  that   this  expla- ^,j'',j^jj^'^^^* 
nation  fully  fati&fied  him. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  this  converfation  between  the  ^^'■-  ^*^'"- 
Comptroller  of  the  Navy  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  had  created  a  very  ferious  doubt  in  his 
mind,  which  he  would  ilate  to  the  Houfe.  He  had 
no  uneafinefs  for  the  money-holders,  who  would 
tal\e  due  care  of  themfelves ;  but  he  felt  an  anxiety 
for  the  public  faith,  and  was  confident  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  meant  not  to  give 
any  wound  to  it  by  the  prelent  tranfadion.  But 
what  were  the  fa6ls  ?  An  oflFer  of  great  extent  was 
made  to  the  holders  ot  Navy.biils,  under  which 
offer  they  were  to  receive  what  was  defcribed  to 
be  an  equivalent  in  difcharge  of  their  bills.  Sup- 
pofing  them  to  accept  that  propofed  equivalent, 
was  it  not  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  a  payment  ? 
S  uppofe  then  the  offer  to  be  accepted  by  the  hol- 
ders of  the  moll  recent  bills  in  point  of  date^  and 
S  2  to 
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to  be  decidedly  reje6led  by  the  holders  of  the  oldeft 
bills,    will    not   the   inference   be,   that  thofe  who 
have  a  facred  claim  from  feniority  to  be  firfl;  paid, 
iire  forcibly  poflponed  to  others  r    and   if  any  lofs 
Ihould  refult  to  them   in  confequence,  or  anv  in- 
convenience,  will   they    not  be  entitled  to  fay  that 
they  are  fufFerIng  by  the  falfe  faith  of  the  public  ? 
He  ftated  this  with  the  more  earnei'tnefs,  becaufe  he 
was  cordially  defirous   to  promote  the  mealure  to 
which  this   propofition  led,  namely,   the  eftabhQi- 
inent  of  a  five  per  cent.  fund.     He  would  not  en- 
ter into  the   niceties  and  intricacies    of  that  difcuf- 
fion  ;  he   had  never  heard   it   without   fufpefting 
that  Gentlemen,  in  many  parts  of  it,  bewildered 
their  own  imaginations,  and  the  judgments  of  thofe 
who  liftened  to  them.       But  he  would  flate  one 
DolTible  ca(e,  in  which  there  might  be  a  clear  ad- 
vantage  to  the  public  in  a  five  per  cent,  fund  :  fup- 
pofe  the  4  per  cents,  to  rife  to  par ;  if  there  were 
at  the  fame  time  a  proportion  of  funds  at  five  per 
cent,  they  would  rife  to  above  120  :  in  fuch  a  mo- 
ment, if  the  nation  were  able  to  difcharge  a  part  of 
its  debt,    the  advantage  of  paying  olF  the  5  per 
cents,  at  par  was  great  and  obvious.     He  muft  add, 
however,  that  he  much  difliked  the  condition   an- 
nexed to  the  five  per  cents,  now  propofed  ;  namely, 
that  they  were  npt  to  be  paid   off  till   twenty-five 
rnillions  of  the  three  and  four  per  cents,  were  dif- 
chavged  :   It  was  a  diftant  and  moll  indefinite   pro- 
lpt6l,   and  might  be  attended  with  many  collate) al 

in- 
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inconveniences,  unnecefTary  to  be  defcribed  in  the 
various  poffible  circumftances  and  arrangements  of 
finance. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  he  ^f--- w. 
could  not  admit  that  the  offer  of  the  Bill-holders 
could  be  productive  of  any  breach  of  public  faith. 
It  was  a  fubflitUtion,  and  not  a  payment : — It  was 
a  charge  of  denomination  in  the  public  debt  to  be 
ipade  only  by  the  confent  of  the  creditors ;  and 
fuch  creditors  who  chofe  to  (land  out,  would  have 
it  in  their  power. 

Mr.  Sheridan  argued  that  his  anfwer  was  not  fa-  Mr.  sheri. 
tisfadory  ;  the  word  fubftitution  could  not  change 
the  nature  of  the  thing  : — if  die  offer  to  the  bill* 
holders  was  confidered  as  a  payment  at  par  by  the 
holders  of  the  late  bills,  and  not  by  the  holders  o*^ 
the  old  bills,  it  followed  that  a  prefera  ble  pay- 
ment was  made  to  thofe,  who  had  confeffedly  no 
claim  to  preference  :  he  placed  this  idea  in  feveral 
points  of  view.  He  added,  that  the  Navy  Bill- 
holders  would  be  more  difpofed  to  hold  out,  be* 
caufe  a  famous  fpeech  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne's, 
under  which  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer's lituation  commenced,  had  exprefsly  ftated, 
that  this  mode  of  payment  lliould  be  difcontinued 
as  minors. 

Mr.  Dunclas   anfwered,    that    his    Right    Hon.  Wr.Duadas, 
Friend  certainly  meant  to  conform  to  the  falutary 
doftrines  recommended  in  the  fpeech  alluded   to ; 
but   it  did   not  vary  the  prefent   que  (lion,  which 

S  3  was 
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was  merely  an  offer  to  fuch  Navy  Bill-holders  as 
chofe  to  accept  it,  leaving  the  rights  of  all  others 
unimpaired  and  untouched. 

Ml.  Sheri-  Mr.  *SAm^^?i  replied,  and  enforced  the  idea  of 
its  being  conftru6lively  a  breach  of  faith  with  the 
Bill-holder . 

When   Mr.  Hatfel  came  to  read  the  Coal-Tax 
Refolutlon, 

LordSurrsy  Lord  Surrcy  rofe,  and  Hated  his  reafons  for  op- 
pofing  it ;  his  Lordlliip  faid,  be  was  convinced  the 
principle  of  the  tax  was  fo  bad,  that  no  modification 
whatever  could  make  it  fuch  as  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed. In  order,  therefore,  to  afford  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  as  much  lime  as  poffible  to  think  upon 
another  tax  in  lieu  of  it,  he  would  take  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe  againfl  it  that  day. 

sw  A.Ed.        gjj.  Archibald  Edmonflone  alfo  obteded  to  it  ;  but 

monltone.  y  j  ' 

he  fpoke  in  fo  low  a  tone,  we  could  not  colle6l  his 
argument. 
Sir  Herbert  Sir  Herbert  Mackworih  faid,  he  would  not  debate 
'  the  tax  then,  after  the  handfome  manner  in  which 
the  Right  Hon.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
exprefled  himfelf  upon  the  fubje6l,  he  only  rofe 
in  one  word  to  flate,  why  he  could  not  approve  it. 
6^ir  Herbert  then,  with  his  wonted  fluency,  urged 
feveral  arguments  againft  it,  and  among  others  faid, 
the  poor  m  many  parts  of  the  country  might  at- 
moff  be  faid  to  live  upon  the  warmth  of  their  coal 
fue,  and  when  fo  heavy  a  tax  was  laid  upon  coals, 

they 
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they  would  be  deprived  of  their  chief  means  of  ex- 
iftence. 

Mr.  Gafcoygne  and  other  gentlemen  objeQed  toMr.G»f- 
it,   but  faid    they   would  not  divide  agamlt  it  in 
that  early  ftage.     At  length  the  queftion  was  put. 
Ayes  —  144 

Noes  —  4 

The  four  were  Lord  Surrej^,  Sir  William 
Cunningham,    Mr.  Hufley,   and  Mr.  Stanley. 

When  the  Clerk  came  to  the  Refolution  rela- 
tive to  Ordnance  Debentures,  Sir  JY(fr^fr/ M^C;^- sir  Herbert 
worth  role,  and  in  a  long  Ipeech  urenuoufly  plead- 
ed the  caufe  of  the  holders  of  thofe  Debentures, 
contending,  that  as  they  bore  no  intereft,  and 
Navy-bills  did  after  a  Certain  period,  the  holders 
of  the  Ordnance  Debentures,  who  had  during  the 
lafl;  war  been  kept  out  of  their  money  36  months, 
inftead  of  15  only,  (which  was  the  utmoft  period 
the  Debentures  remained  out- Handing  formerly) 
were  entitled  to  fome  favour,  and  that  favour,  Sir 
Herbert  faid,  would  be  compenfated,  if  as  much 
of  the  remainder  of  the  Ordnance  Debt  was  paid 
off,  as  the  Debentures,  up  to  December  1782, 
amounted  to. 

Mr.  James  Luttrell  replied,  and  contefted  the  Mr.  james 
principal   arguments  ufed  by  Sir  Herbert  in  the 
couffe  of  his  fpeech. 

A  war  of  words  was  carried  on  between  thefe 
gentlemen  for  fome  time,  at  length  the  Refolution 
paffed. 

S  ,4  The 
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The  other  taxes  excited  fome  remarks  en  pajfant -^ 
at  length,  however,  they  were  all  agreed  to. 


Friday ^  July  2,   17840 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Gren-  My.  GreiivHk  prcfeiited  a  petition  from  Capt. 
Salter,  of  his  Majefly's  lliip  Santa  Margaietta, 
which  fet  forth, 

*'  That  he  fell  in  with  and  took  a  French  fri- 
gate, called  the  Amazon,  but  being  the  next  morn- 
ing chafed  by  the  whole  French  fleet,  was  compel- 
led to  abandon  his    prize,  on    account   of  her  dif- 
abled  ftate,  yet  might  at   that  time  eafily  have  de- 
flroyed  her,  but  was  prevented  from  fo  doing,  from 
motives  of  humanity,  on  account   of  the  number 
of  wounded  on  board  her,  whom  it  was  impoffible 
to  remove;  and  that   the    Navy   Board  have  con- 
ceived   him    not    to  be   intitled,   under  thofe  cir- 
cumftances,    to    the  head-money  given  by  a6l  of 
Parliament,  and  is  therefore  compelled    to  apply 
to  the  Houfe,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Santa    Margaretta,  for  fuch 
relief  as  to  the  Houfe  fhall  feem  meet," 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The 
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The  Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer   prefented    the  ''^'-  w. 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Shetland,  which  had 
been  fent  to  the  King.     Ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
on  Monday  next. 

EAST-INDIA     COMPANY. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the 
Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  "  to  take 
*'  into  confideration  the  reports  of  the  Diredors  of 
"  the  Eaft-India  Company.'' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  entreated  the  in-  Mr.  w. 

Ficc* 

dulgence  of  the  Houfe,  while  he  dated  a  few  ideas 
that  rofe   immediately   out   of   the  Report  which 
was  then  to   be  taken   into  confideration.     He  af- 
fured  them,  that  he  did   not   mean  to  call  iheir  at- 
tention to  any  thing   that  was  extraneous,   or  that 
might  be  difcuffed  with   equal  propriety  on  a  fu- 
ture  day.       In   return  for   the  indulgence   which 
ihould  be  granted  him,  he  engaged  not  to  encroach 
much  upon  their  patience. — The  rife  or  the  down- 
falof  the  Company's  affairs,  was  an  objeQ  that  was 
intimately  conne6led  with  the  vigour  or  decline  of 
the  Britiih  Conflitution  ;  and  every  effort  to  extri- 
cate them  from  difficulties  was  a  ftep  towards  na- 
tional independence.     Whatever   the  opinions  of 
Gentlemen    might   be,   refpe6ling  the  courfe  that 
Parliament  ought  to  take  with  the  India  Company, 
however  involved  their  circumdances  might  even- 
tually prove — or  hoivever  much   the  regulation  of 

their 
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their  territorial  concerns  might  be  coupled  with 
poHtical  difquifition,   flill  it  was  his  duty  to  enter 
fpeedily  upon  the  difcuffion  of  their   affairs ;    and 
I  lie  would  do  it  cheerfully,  becaufe  he  was  confcious 

of  the  reditude  of  his  intentions  ;  and  becaufe  he 
was  convinced,  that  every  good  man  would  forward 
his  endeavours.  He  was  aware  of  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  producing  a  flatement  of  the  Com- 
pany's affairs,  for  the  exaQnefs  of  which  a  cautious 
man  would  choofe  to  vouch.  The  report  which 
then  lay  for  difcuflion,  he  had  confidered  fully  and 
impartially.  He  believed  it  to  be  pretty  near  the 
truth  ;  and,  he  was  convinced,  tliat  the  Company 
had  fent  it  thither  as  the  jufteft  and  moll  com- 
plete which  they  were  able  to  obtain.  In  purfu- 
ing  any  plan  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company's  territorial  and  commercial  con- 
cerns, it  behoved  the  Legiflature  to  keep  thefe 
three  things  conltantly  in  view.  The  bed  means 
of  liquidating  their  juft  and  legal  debts  to  the  pub- 
lic; the  propriety,  and  the  manner  of  defray- 
mg  the  bills  which  they  had  accepted ;  and  the 
quantum  of  intereft  which  they  ought  to  pay  in 
making  their  dividends.  Thefc  were  the  primary 
objefls  of  confideration  at  that  crifis  :  and  fo  much 
was  he  convinced  of  their  magnitude  and  import- 
ance, that  he  meant  that  day  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  which  fliould  determine  what  mea- 
fures  werebefltobe  adopted  with  regard  (o  them. 
On  f9me  of  thefe  heads,  the  Company  had  offered 

terms 
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terms  to  Government.  They  were,  it  was  true, 
conditional ;  but  they  were  not,  as  fome  Gentle- 
men had  been  pleafed  to  flyle  them,  chimerical 
terms. In  his  honeft;  opinion,  they  were  ratio- 
nal and  fair.  With  regard  to  the  firft,  the  Com- 
pany prayed  for  no  refpite  after  the  year  1784, 
As  to  bills  that  were  due,  they  had  offered  to 
oblige  themfelves  to  pay  one  half  fix  months  hence; 
the  other  half  at  the  end  of  twelve  months.  It  was 
a  matter  of  more  folicitude  to  them  how  thev 
were  to  be  treated  refpe£ling  the  bills  that  had  beeti 
accepted,  but  which  remained  unpaid.  It  was  not 
for  him  to  dictate  to  the  united  wifdom  of  that 
Hon,  Houfe.  If  it  did  become  him  fo  to  do,  he 
vvould  certainly  recommend  a  fpeedy,  but  prudent 
generofity.  The  wifdom  of  the  fchemes  which  were 
then  to  be  adopted,  would  for  ever  determine  the 
confequence  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  Their 
future,  as  well  as  their  prefent  credit,  was  at  that 
moment  depending  ;  and  upon  their  credit  was  de- 
pending, in  an  eminent  degree,  that  of  the  whole 
Britilh  empire.  It  was  therefore  incumbent  on 
that  Houfe,  to  determine  quickly  what  courfe  they 
meant  to  take.  He  could  not  fuffer  himfelf  to 
think,  that  they  would  permit  the  affairs  of  the 
Company  to  become  defperate,  by  an  enormous 
accumulation  of  bills.  He  trailed  that  they  fore- 
faw  the  danger  of  fuch  an  event ;  and  that  they 
would  flep  forward  with  prudence  and  liberality 
to  obviate  its  confequences,  From  the  late  en- 
quiries 
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qUiries  which  he  had  made  into  the  flate  of  the 
Company's  finances    and    from    the   very  ample 
and  fatisfa6lory  accounts  which   he    had  obtained 
in  confequence  of  thofe  enquiries,  he  had  no  room 
for  entertaining  a  fingle  idea,   that:  the    Company 
would  not,  at  the  periods  they  had  mentioned,  be 
able   to   fulfil  every  engagement   which  they   had 
come  under  to  the  nation.     There   might  be  cir- 
cum dances,  in   the   progrefs  of  their  affairs,  that 
might  difappoint  their  beft  founded  expeftations, 
and  render   their    fyftems    of    payment  abortive* 
They  might  expeiience  drawbacks  from  the  extent 
of  infurances  on  their  fliips  and  goods,  or  from  the 
lofs   of  fhips  and  goods  that  had  not  been  infured* 
Thefe  were  contingencies,  againfl;  the  approach  and 
effects  of  which  no  human  (agacity  could  provide. 
At  that  moment  they  were  unfeen  ;  and,  he  hoped, 
at  a  great  dillance.     There  was,  he  owned,  a  very 
heavy  debt  flanding  againfl  the  Companj' in  India, 
But  then  he  begged  leave  to  communicate  to   the 
Houfe,  that    the   afpetc  of  things  in  that  quarter, 
was  by  no  means  fo   unpleafant  and  gloomy  as  it 
had  been  frequently  reprefented.    f  Jc  could,  with- 
out giving  any  high  colouring  to  what  now  exified 
in  the   tall,  affure   this  country,   that  a  few  years, 
tranquillity,  a  lyfiem    of  exertion    and   frugality, 
would  undoubtedly  render  our  Indian  poffeffions 
affluent  and  profperous.      That  afiurance  he  gave 
with  much   plealure;   becaufe  he  believed  that  In- 
dia would  not  enjoy   that  peace,  and  that  Parlia- 
ment 
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n:ient  would  enforce  that  aftiveoeconomy,  which  the 
prefent  flate  of  affairs  fo  flrongly  recommends. 
The  prodigality  of  the  Company's  fervants  had 
Jong  been  a  favourite  theme  with  certain  Gende-- 
men.  Jf  that  prodigality  exifled,  none  would  be 
more  forward  to  curb  it  than  he,  Bat  then  he 
would  blame,  if  he  blamed  at  all,  thofe  only  who 
were  guilty,  'i  he  average  ftatement  which  the 
Diredlors  had  produced  of  their  finances,  might, 
perhaps,  be  liable  to  forae  objeflions.  Thefe  ob- 
jetiions  would  ai  ife  from  the  mode  of  afcertainiris 
their  annual  income.  They  had  calculated  upon 
what  might  be  fuppofed  one  of  their  fortunate  years 
in  trade.  It  was  very  true  there  had  been  years, 
in  which  their  revenue  had  not  t  een  equal  to  the 
fum  which  they  had  afTumed  as  the  average  fum  of 
future  years  But,  in  his  idea,  they  werejufti- 
liable  in  not  affuming  the  loweft  yearly  amount. 
For  many  years  back  they  had  been  fubjetled  to 
the  loffes  and  difafters  that  accompany  war  They 
had  alfo  been  but  indifferently  fupported  in  their 
public  credit  The  war  was  now  at  an  end,  and 
if  Government  undertook  to  maintain  their  credit, 
then  would  they  extend  their  commerce,  and  raile 
their  revenues  to  a  height  which  they  had  fcldom 
feen.  The  only  difficulty  that  remained  was, 
where  they  were  to  find  markets.  To  that  he 
would  anfwer,  that  it  was  propofed  to  extend  the 
trade  to  China  ;  and  that  if  Parliament  fliould,  by 
the  diminution  of  taxes,  enable  them  to  fell  at  an 

ealy 
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cafy  rate  at  home,  then  their  trade  would  Fpeedily 
levive.  It  only  remained  for  him  to  fatisTy  the 
Houfe,  with  regard  to  the  queftion,  whether  there 
was  a  profpeft  of  any  furpius  ariling  from  the 
territorial  revenues  of  the  Company  ?  He  was 
happy  to  fay,  that  every  appearance  at  that  mo- 
ment prompted  him  to  declare,  that  a  very  conli- 
derable  annual  reverlion  would  aiife  to  the  Com- 
pany from  their  territorial  poffeffions.  From  the 
beft  authorities,  and  after  the  mod  mature  delibe- 
ration, he  could  inform  the  Houfe,  that  one  mil- 
lion fterling  was  the  fum  that  the  Company  had 
reafon  to  expeiSl  from  the  fource  which  be  had 
mentioned.  He  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  "  A  Bill  to  enable  the  Company  to 
pay  certain  fums  due  to  the  public  ;  to  regulate 
the  acceptance  of  bills  due  by  the  Company  •,  and 
alfoto  determine  the  quantum  of  their  dividends." 
Mr,  Francis.  Mr.  Fraiicis  informed  the  Houfe,  that  Bills  had 
been  accepted  by  the  India  Company  to  the  a- 
mount  of  900,000!.  He  begged  leave  to  a(k  any 
Gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  how  far  the  public  are 
bound  to  anfvver  all  the  demands  of  the  Company? 
1  he  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  feemed  to  place  very 
great  confidence  indeed  in  the  future  regularity 
and  frugality  of  the  Company's  fervants.  On 
thefe  he  thought  it  was  equally  vain  and  dangerous 
to  rely.  If  there  was  any  thing  that  could  be  de- 
pended on,  with  regard  to  the  Company,  it  was 
tlTEir  prodigality :   in  that  they  were  not  likely  to 

fail ; 
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fail  •,  and,  therefore,  he  thought  it  improper  to 
take  any  great  or  expenfive  fteps  on  their  accoant. 
The  Rischt  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alfo  formed  his 
calculations,  on  the  prefumption  that  no  more 
Bills  would  be  drawn  by  the  Company.  Had  he 
forgot,  that  the  moment  a  war  breaks  out  in  India, 
which,  God  knows,  may  not  be  long  hence,  then 
they  mull  begin  their  draughts  afrefh. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  queftion  Mr.w.Fttu 
which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  put,  was  not  a 
queftion  of  fa61:,  but  of  opinion.  Any  other  Gen- 
tleman, therefore,  who  had  given  the  fame  appli- 
cation to  the  buhnefs  of  the  India  Company,  was 
as  well  qualified,  and  had  the  fame  right  to  anfwer 
it  as  he  had.  U'hat  will  be  the  effefi:  of  Parlia- 
rnent  fupplying  the  wants  of  the  Company  ?  To 
that  queftion  be  had  before  given  a  full  anfwer. 
He  would,  however,  juft  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  for 
the  fatisfadion  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  the 
afpect  of  the  Company's  affairs  was  flattering,  and 
that  the  profperi&y  of  the  public  was  interwoven 
with  that  of  the  Company.  He  had  never  faid 
that  Parliament  ought  to  accept  every  bill  that  the 
Company  might  draw.  He  faid,  or  meant  to  fay, 
that  all  thoie,  on  which  the  exjftence  and  fuccefs 
of  the  Company  depended,  ought  to  be  accepted. 
Such  as  were  of  a  different  defcription  he  never 
meant  to  include.  Parliament  had  limited  the  ac- 
ceptance of  bills,  by  the  Company,  to  a  certain 
exlpnt.     What  the  realbns  were   which   Minifters 

had 
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had  for  doing  fo  he  knew';  nol:.  It  could  not,  at 
leall  it  ought  not  to  have  been,  that  they  reckoned 
the  Pubhc  bound  to  pay  every  bill  that  the  Com- 
pany accepted  by  the  permiffion  of  Paihament. 
He  confefied  that  he  had  often  been  aftonifhed  at 
the  arguments  that  were  ufcd  on  that  head.  For 
he  had  always  thought  that  the  country  is  by  no 
means  bound  to  hquidate  debts  that  are  incurred 
by  any  body  of  men  through  grants  of  Parliament, 
or  of  the  Tieafury. — With  refpecl  to  the  prodi- 
gality which  the  Honourable  Member  had  laid 
was  fo  conftant  an  attendant  of  the  Company,  if 
that  Houfe  were  to  conclude,  that  the  fervants  of  the 
Company  would  always  be  prodigal,  bccaufe  they 
had  hitherto  been  To,  no  plan  whatever  would  ever 
be  deviled  fur  reftoring  their  credit.  He  was  foiry 
that  the  prevention  of  profufion  among  them  was 
fo  very  difficult.  The  immenfe  diftance  at  which 
their  territories  lie  from  Great  Britain,  will  ahvayst 
occafion  fome  difficulty  of  that  kind,  lie  hoped, 
however,  that  there  was  no  obllacle  fo  great,  as  to 
be  deemed  infurmountable. 
Mr.  Fox*  Mr.  Fo^  and  Mr.  Francis  rofe  together,  but 
Mr.  Fox  faying,  he  believed,  they  both  rofe  to 
fpeak  to  one  point,  Mr.  Francis  fat  down  again, 
Mr.  Fox  then  laid,  he  was  perfeftly  aware,  that 
when  Parliament,  or  the  Lords  oF  the  Treafury, 
authorized  the  Fail-India  Company  to  accept 
iijils  to  a  greater  amount  than  the  three  hundred 
thoufand  ppunds,  to  v/hich  they  were  limited  by 

the 
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the  Regulating  A61  of  1773,  the  Public  was  not 
loorally  bound,  in  like  manner,  as  a  private  indi- 
vidual is  bound,  when  he  indorfes  a  bill  or  a  note 
of  hand,  to  make  good  the  payment  in  cafe  the 
perfon  who  ought  to  pay  the  bill  fails  fo  to  do ; 
but  he  mud  dill  contend,  that  when  Parliament 
acls  as  it  had  done  with  the  Eati:- India  Company, 
\\/hen  it  takes  their  affairs  wholly  under  its  cogni- 
zance and  examination,  and  after  that  aulhorifes 
and  permits  the  Company  to  accept  bills  beyond 
the  limit  to  which  they  were  reflritied  by  a  luruicr 
flatute,  Parliament  in  that  cafe  holds  out  to  the 
public,  that  it  is  its  opinion,  that  the  bills,  (b  ac- 
cepted, may  be  piudently,  diicreetly,  and  fafely 
taken,  and  by  fo  doing,  Pailiament  from  every 
principle  of  honour  and  of  juflice  is  bound,  though 
certainly  not  legally  bound,  to  take'care  that  the 
public  is  no  lofer  by  truRing  to  the  opinion  it  has 
induced  them  to  entertain. 

Mr.  Diindas  faid  he  was  moTc  extremely  happy  Mr.DunJas 
to  find  the  important  point  then  under  difcuQion 
agitated  fo  eaily  in  the  debate.  It  was  of  infinite 
confequence,  that  if  a  doubt  remained  floating  on 
any  man's  mind  upon  the  fubjecl,  it  Ibould  be 
wiped  away.  In  order  to  clear  up  thefe  doubts, 
if  any  there  were,  he  had  rifen.  Nothing,  he  Gid, 
could  be  more  certain  than  that  the  pubjic,  if  the 
Bill  (hould  pafs  allo^dng  the,  Eail-lndia  Com- 
pany to  accept  bills  to  a  greater  amount,  than 
♦he  amount  to  'vhich  they   vver^  reniiiied,  by  the  ' 
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Regulating  Bill  of  1773,  w^s  in  no  way  pledged, 
either  diie£lly  or   indire6lly,    to   make  good   the 
payment  of  thofe  bills  in  cafe  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany fhould  fail  to  difcharge  them.     In  order  to 
fee  this  more  clearly,  gentlemen  had  only  to  refer 
to  the  caufc  of  the  reflridion's   having  been   ori- 
pinally  impofed  on  the  Company,  and  the  manner 
in  which  that  reftridion  was  to  be  governed  and 
to  operate.     In    1773  the  queftion  to  whom  the 
territorial    acquifitions    made    by    the    Eaft-India 
Company's  troops  of  right  belonged,  was  fo   far 
agitated,  that  a  claim  was  let  up  by  Parliament  to 
a  Chare  of  profits  made  by  the  Company,  and   in 
order  that  fuch  claim  might  not   be   inequitably 
urged,  fo  as  trench  upon  what  might  be  fuppofed 
to  be  the  clear  commercial  gains  of  the  C  ompany, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Company  (hould  divide  8  per 
cent,     every   year  that   their  aggregate   profits  a- 
mounted  to  fo  much  ;  after  which,  the  public  were 
to  come   in  for  their  (hare  and  to  divide  with  the 
Company  equally ;  but  in  order  to  prevent  the  Com- 
pany from  depriving  the  public  of  the  right  thus 
eftablifhed,  and  in  order  to  prevent   them   from 
appropiiating  the  whole  remainder  of  then-  profits 
to  the  payments  of  bills  that  might  be  fraudulently 
fent  over  from   India,  they  were   reitritled  from 
accepting  bills  beyond   a    limited  amount  without 
the  exprefs  confent  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury. 
The  queiiion  then  came  precifely  to.  this  point  ; 
from  what  was  it,  th^t  the  LegiHature  had  reftriCt- 

ed 
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ed  the  Eaft-India  Company  ?  Undoubtedly,  from 
making  the  remainder  of  their  profits  hable  to  the 
payments  of  the  bills  accepted  by  them  ;  in  other 
words,  from  a  free  ufe  of  their  own  credit  and  their 
own  property.  Thus  much  therefore  he  was  ready 
to  admit  he  did,  when  he  gave  his  confent  to  the 
Company's  accepting  more  bills  than  to  the  amount 
to  whicli  they  were  reftridled  by  the  Regulating 
Bill,  viz.  he  gave  up  on  the  part  of  the  pubhc 
their  claim  to  a  dividend  on  the  credit  and  pro- 
perty of  the  Company  to  fo  much  amount,  as  the 
amount  of  the  bills  they  might  accept ;  but  to  fay 
that  he  pledged  the  public  either  diredly  or  in- 
dire£lly  in  any  way  whatfoever  to  make  good  the 
payment  of  thofe  bills,  was  a  fa£i:  which  he  flatly 
denied. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  again,  and  declared,  if  he  (loodMr.  Fox, 
fmgle  in  the  opinion,  he  fiiould  ilill  hold  it,  that 
though  the  public  were  not  legally  bound  to  make 
good  the  payment  of  the  bills  in  queftion,  yet  that 
in  honour  and  in  confcience  they  were  pledged  to 
do  it ;  the  Legiflature  which  had  undertaken  to 
examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, and  having  the  affairs  of  the  Company  be- 
fore them  at  the  time  under  confideration,  having 
by  bill  authorized  the  Company  to  accept  bills  to 
an  amount  exceeding  the  reftriclion  li.Tiited  by  an 
exprefs  flatute.  It  might  be  obftinacy  to  perfifl; 
in  this  opinion;  but  be  it  obftinacy,  or  pride,  or 
T  3  any 
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any  thing  ejfe,  it  was  an  opinion,  he  was  more  fii:m 
than  ever  in  perfifling  in. 
Mr.jenkin-  ]y[f^  Jcnkinfoti  rofe  to  conBrm  wliat  had  been 
faid  by  Mr.  Dundas.  Mr.  Jenkinfon  declared, 
that  there  never  had  exifted  fuch  an  idea  as  that 
fuggefted  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman ;  he  ap- 
pealed to  him,  and  to  every  Member  prefent,  how 
common  it  was  for  i'arhament  to  grant  permiflion 
to  great  Companies  to  borrow  money  :  it  had  been 
done  with  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  with 
many  others,  and  no  body  had  imagined  at  the 
time  that  the  Parliament  flood  pledged  as  a  counter 
fecurity  v/ith  thofe,  whom  they  fuEFered  to  borrow, 
to  the  money  lenders.  Mr.  Jenkinfon  afked,  what 
would  the  Noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  fay, 
who  had  more  than  once  allowed  the  EalU 
India  Company  to  accept  Bills  for  five  hundred 
fhoufand  pounds  at  a  time,  if  he  were  told  he  had 
committed  the  country  for  all  the  rifque  ?  The 
public  were  not  anfwerable  for  the  credit  of  in- 
dividuals, and  the  Eaft- India  Company  in  this  re- 
fpcft  compared  to  the  public  were  no  other  than 
individuals.  1  he  credit  of  the  country  would  be 
difficult  to  preferve,  and  defperate  indeed,  if  it 
were  held  to  be  refponfibie  for  the  credit  of  every 
trading  Hock  in  the  kingdom;  Gentlemen  rnuft.  fee, 
(bat  in  that  cafe,  the  credit  of  every  great  Com- 
pany would  hang  about  the  neck  of  the  credit  of 
the  nation  like  a  mill-done,  and  weigh  it  down. 
M^.  Jenkinlon  inGIlcd  upon  it,  that  in  the  prefent 

cafe 
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cafe  Parliament  in  no  fenfe,  neither  diredly  nor 
indiredi)-,  neither  legally  nor  equitably  pledged 
the  public  faith  for  a  fingle  farthing  of  the  amount 
of  the  bills,  which  the  Eaft-India  Company  fhould 
accept  under  the  operation  of  the  Aft  of  Parlia- 
ment about  to  be  paded  for  their  relief  and  ac- 
commodation. They  accepted  the  bills  upon  the 
(Irength  of  their  own  credit,  and  they  muft  pay 
them  with  their  own  property  ;  the  public  were 
wholly  out  of  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Francis  rofe  again,  and  faid,  he  was  glad  to  Mr.  Frai- 
find,  at  kail,  that  it  had  been  in  that  fiacre  of  the  "'* 
bufincfs  declared,  from  the  higheft  authority,  that 
the  public  faith  was  not  pledged,  in  any  fort,  for 
the  payment  of  fuch  bills  as  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany might  accept,  in  confcquence  of  the  autho- 
rity about  to  be  given  them  to  that  purpofe.  Mr. 
Francis  thought,  that  the  bell  means  to  put  this 
point  beyond  all  doubt,  would  be  to  infert  a  claufe 
in  the  Bill,  exprefsly  ftating  that  the  public  faith 
was  not  fo  pledged.  With  regard  to  the  prodi- 
gality and  abufe  that  had  of  late  marked  the  con- 
dud  of  the  Company's  fervants,  and  brought  on 
the  embarraffments  under  which  the  Company 
avowedly  laboured,  what  rational  ground  of  expec- 
tation was  there  for  the  Houfe  to  form  an  opinion 
upon,  that  the  fame  prodigallly  and  abufe  would 
not  continue,  and  that  the  relief  now  about  to  be 
given  would  prove  efficacious  ?  Kow  was  the 
HouTe  to  know  what  the  real  (late  of  the  Com- 
T  3  pany's 
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pany's  affairs  was  at  that  moment ;  and  without 
linowing  it,  how  was  it  poITible  to  apply  meafures 
of  relief  adequate  to  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe.    The 
ftatement  of  the   Dircdlors  in  their  Report,  was 
one  continued  fyflem  of  fallacy,    omiffion,    and 
error.     The  letter  of  Mr.    Haftings,  dated  Fort 
William  at  Bengal,  December  16,  1783,  with  the 
three  ftatements  annexed,  were  equally  imperfe6t 
and  delufive.     In  order  to  convince  the  Houfe 
that  this   was  not   merely   alTertion,  Mr.   Francis 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  Report  of  the  Di- 
reflors,  and  of  the  letter  and  ftatements  fent  over 
by  Mr.  Haftings,  and  dated   16  December,   1783, 
and   the  letter  from   the   Governor   General  and 
Council,  dated  Bengal,  Feb.  7,   1784,  and  con- 
trovcrted  a  great  number  of  the  ftatements  in  the 
different  papers.     Among  an  infinite  variety  of  re- 
5narks  upon  them,  he  faid,  that  the  over  credits 
taken,  or  the  charges  omitted  or  under- rated  by 
the  Diredors  in  the  eftimate  of  their  commercial 
fund   for   fix  years,    ending  in   March   1790,   a- 
mounted  to  more  than   three   millions,  which  he 
was  fure  was  much  within  the  truth  ;  that  other  cal- 
culations made  by  gentlemen,  who  underftood  the 
fubjeCl  better,  carried  the  deficiency  much  highei', 
to  the  amount  of  millions  more  than  he  had  ftated. 
That   the  Diredors,    in  their  eftimate   of  the 
cliarges  in  India   (No.  4)  had  under-rated   thofe 
charges  to  the  amount  of  882,o8ol.  a  year,  which 
in  fix  years  would  amount  to   5,292,480!.  that 

they 
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they  had  omitted  to  provide  for  the  interefl;  of  their 
bond  debt  in  India,  to  the  amount  of  400,000!.  a 
year;  which  in  fix  years  came  to  2,400,0001.  and 
that  they  had  taken  credit  for  an  increafe  of  re- 
venue from  Benares,  and  from  the  Calcutta  Cuf- 
toms,  to  the  amount  of  292,500!.  which  he  was 
convinced  would  never  be  realized,  and  which  in 
fix  years  would  amount  to  1.755,000!.  Thefe 
feveral  fums  talcen  together,  came  to  9,747,480!.' 
from  which  it  would  refult,  that  inftead  of  having 
an  annual  furplus  in  India,  of  1,091,546!.  as  the 
Dire£lors  had  ftated,  the  annual  balance  againffc 
their  Indian  revenue  would  be  1,624.580!.  and 
yet  nothing  allowed  for  viftualling  the  King's  fhips 
and  pay  of  regiments,  which  already  amounted  to 
782,391!. — That  the  whole  over  credit  taken  by 
the  Dire6lors  in  the  above  two  eftimates,  amount- 
ed to  12,747,480!.  on  the  ellimated  period  of  fix 
years. 

Mr.  Francis  then  ftated  that  the  bills  already 
drawn,  or  expefted  by  the  Company,  amounted 
to  4,819,2361.;  that  the  provifion  made  by  the 
Direftors,  for  bills  to  be  drawn  in  the  whole  pe- 
riod of  fix  years,  was  only  5,655,668!. ;  of  which 
fo  great  a  part  was  already  abforbed,  that  only 
836,432!.  was  left  to  anfwer  all  the  bills  that 
might  be  drawn  in  the  laft  four  of  the  ellimated 
years. 

That    the   bond   debt   in    India    amounted    to 

6;i92j207!,  and  that  this  was  to  be  difchargedj, 

T  4  t^artly 
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partly  by  the  appropricUion  of  certain  debts, 
charged  upon  feme  ruined  Princes  and  infolvenC 
■tenters,  whofe  debts  the  Diie6lors  faid  themfelves 
were  good  for  nothing,  at  the  fame  moment  that 
they  took  credit  for  them  :  and  partly  by  the  fup- 
.  pofed  favings  out  of  a  fuppofed  annual  furplus  in 
India,  Rated  at  1,0915546!.  which  ought  to  be 
converted  info  an  annual  deficiency  of  1,624,580!. 
tliat  in  this  ilateraent  of  the  bonded  debt,  nothing 
.  was  charged  for  outRanding  debts  at  Bombay, 
which  muft  be  confiderable,  and  of  which  there 
was  no  account  produced ;  that  the  bonds  of  that 
Prelidency  (bearing  nine  per  cent,  intereft)  were  at 
fifty  per  cent,  difcount,  and  that  this  government 
had  no  money  to  p«y  even  the  intereft. 

Mr>  Francis  in  this  part  of  his  fpeech  contented 
himfelf  with  dating  grofs  fums,  without  attempting 
to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  articles  of  which  they 
were  compofed  -,  not  believing  it  poflible  to  make 
fuch  a  detail  intelligible  to  the  Houfe. 

He  obferved,  that  all  the  calculations  of  the 
3jire6tor3  in  their  eftimate,  were  grounded  on  the 
aifumption,  that  India  was  in  a  ftatc  of  profound 
peace,  and  was  likely  to  continue  fo  for  fix  years 
to  come.  I-le  afked  upon  what  authority  that 
affumption  was  built  ?  It  appeared  by  no  authentic 
document,  that  India  was  yet  in  a  Hate  of  peace  ; 
oil  the  contrary,  in  the  very  lall  difpatches  that 
had  arrived  from  Bengal,  the  direct  reverfe  was  al- 
lowed. 
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lowed.  In  Mr.  Haftings'  letter,  dated  Dec.  16, 
1785,  he  fays,  indeed,  fpeaking  ofTippoo  Saheb, 
"  Whatever  reliance  he  may  have  placed  on  our 
"  forbearance,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  will  chufe  to 
"  commit  himfelf  to  a  new  fcene  of  hollilities  with 
"  the  EnoliQi  nation,  when  he  reflects  on  the  dan- 
*'  gers  and  difficulties  of  the  pad,  and  confiders 
"  the  tenfold  increafe  which  they  will  now  receive 
*'  from  the  undivided  application  of  all  our  col- 
"  leQed  ftrensfth  :  the  unfettled  ftate  of  his  autho- 
"  rity  ;  the  failure  of  his  fornner  refources ;  the 
*'  known  combinations  forming  againft  him  in 
"  all  the  neiohbourino-  ftates,  who  were  his  former 
*'  affociates  of  the  war  ;  the  iofs  of  the  European 
"  allies  ;  and  the  defeflion  of  his  own  troops,  dif- 
"  contented  and  worn  down  by  long  fervice." 

This  was  clearly  nothing  more  than  a  v^^ell  writ- 
ten fpeculation,  and  as  many  other  fpccalations 
have  proved,  it  turned  out  to  be  wholly  ground- 
iefs  ;  for  in  the  letter  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  dated  Bengal,  Feb  7,  it  is  declared  '•  that 
the  fteps  which  Tippoo  has  fince  taken,  particu- 
larly in  the  rccal  of  his  Vackeel  from  Poonah,  are 
fuch  as  leave  Nana  little  or  no  hopes  of  his  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  Treaty.  In  the  event  of  a  re- 
newal of  hoftilities,  it  will  reft  with  the  Sele61;  Com- 
mittee at  Bombay,  to  concert  meafures  with  tha 
Minillers  at  Poonah  for  conducting  the  war;  and 
to  furniili  the  troops  neceflary  to  the  part  which 
we  take  in  it." 

Hers 
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Here  then,  was  a  plain,  dire61;,  and  undifguifed 
acknowledgment  that  war  aftually  raged  in  India. 
After  obferving  upon  this,  Mr.  Francis  took  no- 
tice of  Mr.  Haflings's  letter  of  December  16,  and 
the  flatements  annexed.  In  that  prodvidion  Mr. 
HalHngs,  who,  he  faid,  always  writes  currente 
cahmio,  and  whofe  powers  of  the  pen  are  infinite, 
was  carried  away  by  the  rapidity  with  which  his 
quill  ran,  and  in  a  paragraph  much  better  written 
than  he  [Mr.  Francis]  could  pretend  to  have  done, 
fays,  with  all  imaginary  felf-importance, 

"  During  a  period  of  five  years,  we  have  main- 
**  tiiined  a  continued  and  dcfperate  ilate  of  war  in 
"  every  part  of  India;  we  have  fupported  your 
*'  other  Prefidencies  not  by  fcanty  and  ineffectual 
"  fupplies,  but  by  an  anxious  anticipation  of  all 
"  their  wants,  and  by  a  mofl;  prompt  and  liberal 
"  relief  of  them  ;  we  have  allilled  the  China  trade, 
"  and  have  provided  larger  inveftments  from  this 
"  Prefidency  than  it  has  ever  furnifhed  in  any 
*'  given  period  of  the  fame  length,  from  the  firfl 
*'  hour  ot  its  eftabiifhment  to  the  prelent  time.  In 
*'  the  performance  of  thefe  fervices  we  have  fought 
*'  but  little  pecuniary  afiiftance  from  home  :  Un- 
*'  willing  to  add  to  the  domeftic  embarraifments  of 
"  our  Honourable  Employers,  we  have  avoided 
*'  drawing  on  you  for  fupplies,  upon  many  orca- 
'*  fions  that  would  have  juQified  us  in  feeking  fuch 
*'  afiiftance.  In  all  the  exertions  of  this  Govern- 
"  ment,  great  and  fuccefsful  as  they  have  been,  it 

"  has 
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"  has  upheld  itfelf  with  its  own  refources  :  Thefe, 
*'  indeed,  are  not  now  fo  unincumbered  as  at  the 
"  commencement  of  our  difficulties ;  yet,  confi- 
*'  dering  the  various  purpofes  to  which  they  have 
"  been  applied,  they  are  but  impaired,  and  require 
"  only  a  fhort  interval  of  peace  to  reftore  them  to 
"  more  than  their  former  vigour  and  abundance." 
Mr.  Francis  reafoned  upon  this  feftion,  and 
compared  the  aflertions  with  the  annexed  ftatement, 
contending,  that  fo  far  from  its  corroborating  them, 
it  proved  the  whole  feftion  to  have  originated 
in  Mr.  Haffings's  imagination,  and  no  where  elfe. 
He  alfo  commented  upon  other  parts  of  the  letter, 
and  went  into  a  very  minute  examination  of  the 
Hate  of  the  treafuries  at  the  Prefidency,  with  an 
account  of  the  depofits,  bonded  debt,  &c.  contend- 
ing that  it  was  a  mod  imperfe6l  and  unfatisfaBory 
account.  Having  gone  through  the  whole,  he  faid, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  have  his 
hopes,  that  the  Company  would  go  on  more  prof- 
peroufly  in  future,  than  it  had  done  hitherto  ;  pad 
experience  led  him  to  think  the  contrary.  If 
theiefore  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  carried  his 
hopes  with  him,  his  fears  remained,  and  he  faw 
no  reafon  to  part  with  them  for  more  pleafant  fen- 
fations.  After  an  extreme  long  fpeech,  in  which, 
though  he  was  not  always  accurately  heard,  he 
was  very  attentively  llRened  to  by  the  Houfe,  and 
in  which  he  difplayed  not  only  a  perfeft  familiarity 
with  the  fubjeft,  but  a  furprifing  facility  of  cx- 
preflioa  and  clearnefs  of  defcription,  Mr.  Francis 

faid 
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faid,    that  having   acquired   the  independency    he 
poIfeGTed  in  the  fervice  of  the  EaR-India  Company^ 
it  might  be  thought  his  conduc]:  that  day  favoured 
of  ingratitude  to  his  benefadors.      To  luch  an  ar- 
raignment he  begged  leave  to  plead  not  guilty  ;   no 
one  of  the  fervants  of  the   Eall-India    Company 
wilhcd  better  to  its  real  intereRs  than  he  did.     But 
he  made  a  great  diflinftion  between  the  Eafl-India 
Company  and  its  component  parts.     Tor  the  Com- 
pciuy  he  felr  every  poffible  emotion  of  gratitude  and 
refpe6l.     Towards  the  Court  of  Dirctlors  and  the 
Court  of  Proprietors,  he  was  ivnpreffbd  with  very 
dilferenc    fentiments.       The    firll    had  uniformly 
honoured  him  with  their  oppofition,  and  indeed, 
iie  believed,  Mr.  Haflings  did  not  confider  hirafelf 
P.5  much  more  oblijjed  to  them  than  he  did.     For 
the  Court  of  Proprietors  alfo  he  entertained  no  very 
eminent  degree   of  refpeSl.       Having  thus  cleared 
himiclf  fiom  one  imputation,  another  he  yet  re- 
mained liable  to,  required  that  he  fliould  i\\y  fonie- 
thin^-  on  that  head.     He  meant  wiih  res^ard  to  Mr* 
Haliings,  whofe  name  he  had  frequently  had  oc- 
cafion  to  mention  in  the  courfe  of  vvhat  he  had  faid, 
and  undoubtedly  not  always  with  the  moll  pro-* 
fouiid  reipetl.     To  Mr.    Hafungs,  however,    he 
felt  no  enmity;  they  had  held  a   confefi;  with  one 
another  for  fix  years  together,  but  they  wer^  both 
men  of  too  warm  paffions  to  harbour  any  refent- 
inents  againd   each    oiher.     The   obje61;  of  their 
conteft  was  now  at  an  end,  and  fo  ought  the  tem- 

porary 
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poiary  iinpredion  of  it  to  be.  He  could  very 
fafcly  fay,  he  v/as  not  actuated  by  any  unfriendly/ 
motive  againll  Mr.  Haftings  perfonally,  and  he 
was  ptrfeclly  ready  to  acquit  him  of  feeling  any 
againft  himfelf.  Every  tiling  that  he  had  Hiid  that 
day  relative  to  IVIr.  Haftings,  he  would  have  faid, 
had  Mr.  Haftings  been  prefent.  Indeed  he  might 
be  faid  to  be  prefent  by  his  Reprefcntatives.  [A 
loud  laugh  ]  Mr.  Haftings  however  knew,  that 
he  never  was  very  anxious  of  concealing  any  opi- 
ni(;.T  oppf'Gte  to  his  own,  that  he  might  happen  to 
heM.  hie  had  uniformly  convinced  Mr.  Haftings, 
while  he  was  in  India,  that  he  had  not  that  foible 
amur.g  the  mauy  oihers  that  might  mark  his  cha- 
ratfer. 

Mr.  Francis  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  animad- 
verted on  the  difpatch  of  Mr.  ilaftings,  and  on  that 
Gentleman's  character  with  an  equal  degree  of  free- 
dom and  of  candour.  He  allowed  Mr.  Haftings 
had  great  talents,  but  he  defcribed  him  to  be  a 
man,  whofe  warmth  of  imagination  and  force  of 
feeling  diminiftied  and  in  a  great  degree  deftroyed 
the  operation  of  his  judgm.ent,  whence  in  a  variety 
of  inftances  his  preditlions  had  proved  untrue,  and 
his  opinions  had  been  contradicted  by  events.  In 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  charafler,  he  faid,  when 
he  had  -ftated  in  Council  at  Bengal,  the  probability 
of  Hyder  Ally's  invading  the  Carnatic,  Mr.  Haft- 
ings had  treated  the  idea  as  fanciful  and  improba- 
ble,  and  had    roundly   alfertcd  that  the   circum- 

ftance 
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fiance  could  not  happen.     How  much  Mr.  Hafl- 
ings  had  been  deceived,   the  world  but   too  well 
knew.     Again,  Mr.  Haftings  had  placed  a  blind 
confidence  in  Modajee  Boofia,  and  had  upl:ield  him 
as  the  fail  friend   of  the  Company  and  their  fer- 
vants,  contrary  to  the  advice  and  opinion  of  every 
other  Member  of  the  Council  of  Bengal,    at  the 
very    time,  as  it   afterwards   appeared,    that  Mo- 
dajee Boolla  was   moft  bufy  in  plotting  and  con- 
ducing  intrigues  with  the  other  Indian  powers, 
big  with  danger  to  the   Company's  interefts.     In 
various  inftances   alfo,   he  feared,  Mr.  HafHngs, 
from  the  fanguine  propenfity  of  his  mind,  had  fal- 
len a  dupe  to  men  much  lefs  able  than  himfelf,  and 
bad   been  made  the  tool  of  the  Country  Princes. 
The  great  forte  of  Mr.  Ha  flings,  he  faid,  was  his 
power  of  the  pen,  by  dint  of  v/hich  alone  he  could 
cover  falfhood  with  plaufibility,  and  almoll  lay  fuf- 
picion  afleep.   A  greater  proof  of  this  faculty  need 
not  be  fought  after,  than  the  letter  of  the  Governor 
General,  dated  Bengal,  December  16,  fuggefted  ; 
in  that  letter,  we  had  animated   defcription,   plea- 
fing  painting,  and  a  captivating  efFe6l  ;  but  unfor- 
tunately, when  examined,  the  whole  turned  out  to 
be  a  work  of  the  imagination  merely.      Mr.  Fran- 
cis, before  he  fat  dovvn,  informed  the  Houfe  that  he 
had  received  an  anonymous  letter,  figned  Deleter, 
which  threatened  him    with    every  poffible  ven- 
geance, if  he  dared  to  animadvert  on  the  conduft 
of  Mr.  Hayings,  and  men^iccd  him  with  a  difcovery 

of 
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of  his  own  crimes,  ftould  he  ra&Iy  venture  to  cen- 
fure  that  great  man,  with  whom  he  was  known 
to  have  differed  fo  much  in  opinion  in  India.  Mr, 
Francis  faid,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  flate  the 
circumftance  to  the  Houfe,  alth  j  igh  h?  defied  the 
author's  impotent  mahcc,  and  laughed  at  his  empty 
menaces. 

Mr.  Caihcart  faid,  he  rofe  not  as  the  reprerenta-  Wr.Cath- 

eart. 

tive  of  Mr.  Hading?,  but  as  the  leprelentative  of  a 
refpe-ilaWe  county  in  North  Britain  He  meant 
not,  however,  to  difclaim  the  high  idea  he  enter- 
tai."!ed  of  the  merit  of  Mr.  Haflings,  v;ho  was  ac- 
knowledged, on  all  hands,  to  be  a  man  ot  iplendid 
talents  and  immoveable  integrity.  i  o  the  wife 
and  vigorous  condu6l  of  the  Governor  CeneraL 
he  v/as  perfuaded,  the  falvation  of  India  was  juftly 
due  ;  but  although  all  was  fafe  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe  and  pe3ce  prevailed  in  India  at  prefent, 
there  was  much  room  for  regulation  in  our  go- 
vernment. Perhaps  humanity  and  juRice  called 
for  a  reftoration  of  thole  territories  to  the  Indian 
princes,  from  whom  we  had  wrePied  them  by 
force  of  arms ;  but  if  the  policy  of  the  ilate  re- 
quired, that  we  (hould  maintain  the  poliefljon  of 
our  acquifitions  in  India,  prudence  di6iated,  that 
the  government  of  our  Afiatic  provinces  fhould  be 
put  upon  a  footing  of  wifdom  and  (lability,  and  up- 
qn  that  footing  it  could  not  be  placed  too  earfy.  He 
begged  therefore  to  learn  from  the  Right  Hon. 
Chancellor  of  th^  Exchequer,  whether  he  intended 

fuon 
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foon  to  bring  forward  his  proniifed  Bill  upon  that 
fubjeft  ?   In  that    Bill,  whenever   it  came,   provi- 
fions  fbould  be  made  for  a  variety  of  defects   that 
were  not  fo  well  krsown  in  England,  as  they  ou'-'^ht 
to  be,  or  he  was  perfuaded  they   would  long  fmce 
have  been  remedied.     It  was  not  for  him  to  talk  of 
the  ncceffity  of  dilcipline  in  an  army.       Its  effecl 
was  not  only  acknov*fledged  in  rhefe  modern  times, 
but  had  been  deemed  the  eflenlial  charaderillic  of 
military  perfe6lion  in  all  ages.       It  v>/as  owing  to 
the  better  difopline  of  the  Britifh  troops   in  India, 
that  the  greater  number  of  the  troops  of  the  coun- 
try  powers  had  been  fo  often  bafrled  in  the  field. 
ConRituted,  however,  as  the  Britifh  army  was  in 
India  at  prefent,  its  difcipline  was  not  fo  perfefl, 
as  every  friend  to  the  fervice    muff  wifh  it  to  be. 
Military  patronage  did  not  ffand  on  a  fair  military 
footing  in  that  country.       According  to  the  flrange, 
form  of  our  government  in  Afia,  excepting  only  at 
one  Prefidcncy,  the  Commander  in  Chief  was  not 
neceffaiily  a  Member  of  the  Councih     Hence  mi- 
litary   meafutes   were  taken,  and  military   enter- 
prizes    were  concerted   and   determined,   without 
either  the   knowledge    or  judgment   of  thofe  wIiq 
were  to  condu6t  their  execution.      Hence  alfo  mi- 
litary promotions  did  not  alv/ays  originate  in  fair 
luccediou,  or  military  merit,      hie  meant  not,  while 
he  faid  this,  to  call  any  refiedlion  on  our   army  in    < 
Ind^ia;    he  knew  in  it  many  brave  men,  and  wor- 
th3'  charaders,  a  credit  to  the  corps  in  which  they 

ferved, 
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ferved,  and  an  honour  to  their  country.  Some  of 
them  had  rifen  to  eminent  fituations,  and  had  dif- 
tinguiftied  themfelves  in  a  manner  that  fufficiently 
juftified  their  preferment ;  the  greater,  therefore, 
was  their  claims  to  praife,  that  they  had  rifen  as 
they  had  done,  though  bred  in  a  bad  fchool,  and 
formed  upon  a  vicious  fy (lem.  What  he  prin- 
cipally meant  to  point  to,  as  calling  for  reform, 
with  rcfpect  to  the  army  in  India,  was  the  necef- 
iity  of  rendering  it  fabordinate,  folely  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  from  whom  all  preferment  (liould 
fpring,  fince  he  alone  could  judge  who  befl  deferved 
it.  Not  that  he  had  it  in  idea  to  fet  the  Military 
above  the  Civil  Power.  ExaQty  the  reverfe  ;  he 
■wifhed  to  enable  it  to  aft  with  move  vigour  and  ef- 
Feft,  as  the  Civil  Power  Ihould  dire6t  its  efforts. 
At  prefent  the  chief  command  lay  lyith  the  Civil 
Government,  whence  the  fuperior  officers  became 
placed  in  a  vew,  an  aukward,  and  a  mortifying 
fituation,  and  loft  in  a  great  degree  their  power  of 
controul  and  difcipline  over  the  troops.  All  Go- 
vernments, Mr.  Cat  heart  obferved,  fhould  form  a 
complete  whole,  and  the  lellerand  more  fubordi- 
nate  wheels  of  the  political  machine  move  regularly 
and  immediately  as  the  motion  of  the  main  fpring 
dire61ed;  this  was  not  the  cafe  in  India,  from  the 
defeats  he  hiid  ftated.  Mr.  Cathcart  went;  into  a 
very  clear  and  perfpicuous  defcription  of  feveral  of 
the  confequences  arifmg  from  this  defeft,  but  we 
cannot  fpare  room  for  their  flatement  at  large. 
Vol,  II.  V.  more? 
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more  efpecially   as  ihty  had  no  immediate  lefe- 
,  rence  to  the  que(iion  ;    fuflBce  it  ^hat  we   fay,  he 

proved  that  from  the  mixed  conflitution  of  the 
military  in  India,  (there  exifting  a  militia  of  'he 
Civil  Government  in  that  country,  as  well  as  the 
Company's  troops,  and  the  regular  Britiili  armyj 
it  arofe,  that  fo  much  rapine  and  peculation  pre- 
vailed;  the  fold iers  in  his  Majefly's  troops  fuf- 
fering  great  hardships,  and  living  miferably,  while 
they  bore  all  the  odium  occafioned  by  the  rapacity 
'  and  defpotifm  exercifed  by  the  maroders  of  the 

militia. 
Mr.  w.  'pj-,g  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    faid,    he   was 

happy  he  had  not  rifen  immediately  to  anfwer  the 
Hon.  Gentleman's  queftion,  fince,  in  this  cafe,  he 
fhould  have  deprived  the  Houfe  of  the  benefit  of 
a  confiderable  degree  of  important  information, 
and  robbed  them  of  the  fruits  of  much  local  know- 
ledge. He  fignified  that  he  fhould  bring  in  his 
new  India  Pill  next  day. 
^^ '  "  Major  Scott  faid  he  rofe  in  that  early  flage  of 
the  debate,  becaufe  he  conceived  himfelf  particu- 
larly called  upon  by  what  dropped  from  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  floor;  and  he  did  afiTure  the 
Houfe,  that  in  a  debate  of  fuch  great  nation^;]  im- 
portance, it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  men- 
tioned a  fyllable  about  himfelf  or  Mr.  HaHings. 
Me  fat  in  that  Houfe,  he  faid,  not  as  the  reprefen- 
tative  of  Mr.  Haflings,  but  as  an  independent 
Member  of  Parliament,  having  fome  flake  in  thi;^ 

country, 
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country,  totally  independent  of  Mr.  Haflings,  to- 
tally independent  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  in 
vvhofe  feivice  his  acquifitions  were,  very  fmall, 
thoucrh  he  had  the  honour  to  ferve  them  near  fix- 
teen  years.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  he 
had  received  an  anonymous  letter  figned  DcteElor, 
in  which  the  writer  threatened  him  w/th  vengeance 
if  he  oppofed  Mr.  Haftings.  The  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, he  fdid,  would  give  him  credit,  when  he  de- 
clared to  him,  that  he  did  not  write  the  letter  ;  that 
no  man  defpifed  anonymous  flanders  more  than 
he  did,  and  he  declared  that  he  never  wrote  a  line 
in  his  life  which  he  would  deny,  or  for  which  he 
was  not  at  all  times  readv  to  be  accountable.  But; 
as  the  writer  had  affumed  the  fia^nature  of  "  D^- 
"  ieclor.y  he  would  aifure  the  I  on.  Gendeman  the 
perfon  who  addrefiTed  him  was  not  the  writer  of 
thofe  admirable  ftridures  on  the  Reports  of  the 
Seledl:  Committee  of  the  laft  Parliament.  The 
gentleman  who  wrote  thofe  letters  was  not  in 
England,  nor  in  Europe,  at  that  rnoment.  Hav- 
ing faid  thus  much,  he  would  novv-  offer  a  few  re? 
marks  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Geii- 
tleman,  who  had  told  the  Committee  they  had  no 
fecurity  that  the  fiime  prodigality  which  had  been 
pra6tifed,  would  not  be  continued,  and  that  the 
Company's  orders  would  be  difregarded  in  future 
as  they  had  been  in  limes  paft.  Upon  this  fubjed 
he  Ihould  aflc  tlie  lion.  Gentleman  one  pl-in  quef- 
tion,— Wasit  not  a  fa6l,  that  from  the  year  1772, 
U   2  to 
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to  the  year  1780,  a  period  of  eight  years,  not  a 
fingle  bill  was  drawn  from  Bengal,  except  fuch  as 
were  exprefsly  authorifed  by  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors ?  Was  it  not  equally  a  matter  of  faft,  that  the 
bills  drawn  in  1781,  and  the  following  years,  were 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fuinifhing  an  invelt- 
ment  for  the  Company  ?  Was  it  not  equally  a 
matter  of  faft,  that  this  was  the  only  poffible  mode 
by  which  an  inveftment  could  be  furnillied  ;  and 
why  ?  Becaufe  in  the  laft  five  years  no  lefs  a  fum 
than  lix  millions  and  a  half  fterling,  or  fix  hun- 
dred and  fifty  lacks  of  rupees,  was  fent  from  Ben- 
gal to  Madras  and  Bombay,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
war.  At  this  period,  too,  when  we  were  ftrug- 
gling  for  our  exiflence  as  a  nation  in  India,  when 
there  were  oppofed  to  us  feventeen  fail  of  the  line 
and  fix  thoufand  of  the  troops  of  France  ;  when  we 
were  at  war  with  the  Marattas,  and  Hyder  Ally 
in  poflTeOion  of  three  fourths  of  the  Carnatic,  when 
our  armies  there  were  paid  and  fed  in  a  great 
mealure  from  Bengal,  was  it  extraordinary  that 
IVir.  HaRings  was  not  able  to  appropriate  an}' 
portion  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal  to  the  purchale 
ot  an  inveftment?  The  queftion,  therefore,  vvas 
fimply  this  :  Was  it  better  to  take  up  money  in 
Bengal  for  bills  upon  England,  and  to  apply  that 
money  wholly  and  exclufively  to  the  purchafe  of 
an  inveflment,  or  that  the  inveftment  for  three 
years  ihould  have  been  difcontinued  ?  He  was 
really  forry  to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  mention- 
ing 
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ing  the  name  of  Mr.  Haftings  fo  frequently,  but  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  reduced  him  to  that  neceffity  ; 
he  declared,  he   meant  no  difrefpeft   to  the  Hon, 
Gentleman,  when  he  faid,  that  neither  he,  nor  Mr. 
Haftings,  was   of  confequence   enough   to  attraft 
the   attention    of    the    Committee  for  a  moment. 
He  gave  the  Hon.    Gendeman  full   credit  for  the 
|)unty  of  his  motives,  and  he  believed  he  no  longer 
bore  an  enmity  to  Mr.  Haftings.     But  what  had 
the  Committee  to  do  with  their  differences.   They 
were  now  upon   a  fubje6l  of  the  greateft  national 
importance,  and  he  really  was    aftiamed    to  lofe  a 
moment    in    the  difcuflion   of    points    that  were 
purely  perfonal.     The   Hon.  Gentleman  had  gone 
through   a    varisty  of  calculations,  to  prove   that 
they  were  ruined  paft  redemption,  and  that  at  the 
end  of  fix   years,  they    would    owe  nine  millions 
flerhng  and  upwards.     If  that  was  really  the  cafe, 
they    were    in  a    moft  deplorable  ftate  :  but   the 
Hon.  Gentleman's   calculations  have  ever  been  un- 
favourable to  the  Company,   and  its  fervants.     Let 
any    Gentleman   read  his   minutes  when    firft  he 
arrived  in   Bengal,  or    his  letter  from  St.  Helena, 
or  from  his  houfe  in  Harley-ftreet,  to  the  Court  of 
Dire£lors.   He  was  fure  he  did  not  mean  to  impute 
to  the  Hon.   Gentleman  an  intention  to  deceive  : 
but  it  was  the  Hon.Genlleman'scuftom  to  ftate  the 
Company's  affairs  in  the  mo'l  unfavoiirable  point 
of  view.     Mr.  Haftings   perhaps    might   on   the 
other   hawd   be   too   fanguine.     But  without  dif- 
U    3  putiug 
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puting  the  Hon.    Gentleman's   calculations,   or  en- 
tering into  the    intricacies    of  the  China  trade,  he 
would  beg  leave  to  dale  the  tranfaClions  in  Bengal 
as    they    aftually   happened    in  the   lafl;   fourteen 
years.       [Irlere   a  loud    laugh]    He  begged    the 
Committee  would  not    be   alarmed,  for  he  would 
pafs  over  thofe  fourteen  years  in  lefs  than  five  mi- 
nutes.    The  Comittee  would   recolleft,  that  in  th^ 
year  1  770,  bills   were  drawn  upon   the    Company 
from  Bengal,   to    the  amount    of   one  million  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  at  the  recommendation 
of  an  Hon.  Gentleman,  not  now  a  Member  of  that 
Houfe  ;  he   meant  General    Smith,  and   that  this 
unexpefted  draft  was  made  in  a  feafon  of  profound 
peace.     The  fa6l  being,  that  after  paying  the  civi^ 
and  military  charges,   ftipends,    &c.  there  was  no 
a  fufficient  furplus  at  the  end  of  fix  years  peace, 
for  the  purchafe  of  an  inveftment  in  Bengal.     This 
threw  the   Company  upon    that  Houfe  for  relief; 
and,  to  ufe  the  words  of  an  Hon.  Baronet,  relief 
and  reformation  went   together.     The  Regulating 
A61;  of  1773  paffed,    to  which  they  owed   the  fer- 
vices  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  in  India.     In  April 
1772,   Mr.  Haftings,  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Company,  became  Governor  of  Bengal,  kt  which 
period  the  bond  debt  was  100  lacks,  and  unavoid- 
ably increafed  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  lacks 
foon  after.     Upon  thisfyftem,  the  Company  would 
not  be  expe£led  to  go  on.     But  what  was  the  al- 
teration produced  in  four   years.     Not  only  was 

the 
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the  bond  debt  completely  difcharged — not  only 
was  an  ample  fum  appropriated  for  the  purchafe 
of  an  inveftment,  but  there  was  aclually  a  balance 
in  the  Company's  Treafury,  in  Bengal^  of  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy-feven  lacks  of  rupees.  Will  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  fay,  this  (late  of  profperity,  was 
the  confequence  of  meafures  adopted  by  Mr,  Haft- 
ings,  previous  to  his  arrival  in  06tober,  1774,  or 
to  the  oeconomical  retrenchments,  which  took 
place  fubfequent  to  that  p«riod.  He  would  not 
detain  the  Committee  by  an  inveftigation  of  the 
Maratta  war.  It  was  as  much  condemned  by  Mr. 
Haftings,  as  by  the  colleagues  of  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monfon, 
whofe  names  he  ever  had  mentioned,  and  ever 
fliould  mention,  with  refpeft.  He  was  happy  on 
this  day  to  have  the  honour  of  feeing  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband.  1  he  Noble  Lord  would 
do  xMr.  Haflings  the  juftice  to  fay  the  fecond  Ma- 
ratta war  was  not  to  be  imputed  to  him.  The 
Noble  Lord  was  fully  acquainted  with  every  (lep 
taken  by  Mr.  HaQings.  He  knew  the  intelligence 
he  received,  and  the  credit  he  juftly  gave  to  that 
intelligence.  The  fecond  Maratta  war  was  folcly 
to  be  imputed  to  the  American  war,  a  faft  he  was 
ready  to  prove  at  any  time.  The  Right  Hon* 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  who  fat  near  the  Noble 
Lord  faid,  and  truly  faid  at  that  time,  that  one 
confequence  of  the  American  war  would  be, 
our  being  involved  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 
U  4  The 
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The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  called  upon  the  learned 
Gentleman  who  fat  below  him,  to  afTift  him  in 
expofing  the  wild  fchemes  of  Mr.  Haflings :  but 
would  the  Hton.  Genileman  be  pleafed  to  recoileft 
the  crround  upon  which  that  learned  Gentleman 
proceeded.  His  argument  was,  Mr.  Haftings  had 
forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  native  Princes  in 
India.  They  would  not  treat  with  him,  he  could 
not  make  a  Maratta  peace,  and  therefore  he  ought 
to  be  recalled.  Would  the  learned  Gendeman  now 
hold  that  language  ?  Would  the  learned  Gentle- 
man now  fay  that  Mr.  Haftings  did  not  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  the  native  Princes,  or  that  at  a  mo- 
ment of  difficulty  and  danger,  he  did  not  conclude 
the  Maratta  peace  ?  What  was  the  diflFerence  be- 
tween the  learned  Gentleman  and  the  Court  of 
Proprietors,  with  refpe£l  to  Mr.  Haftings  ?  Not  that 
Mr.  Haftings  was  a  delinquent.  The  Major  faid, 
he  never  heard  the  learned  Gentleman  aver  an  opi- 
nion of  his  dehnquency.  The  learned  Gentleman 
eonceived  that  the  removal  of  Mr.  Haftings  was  ne- 
celfary  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  native  Princes 
m  India,  and  for  the  re-eftablifament  of  peace. 
The  Court  of  Proprietors  were  of  an  opinion  di- 
reftly  contrary,  and  experience  has  proved,  that  the 
Proprietors  were  right,  and  the  learned  Gentle- 
man v/rong.  Whether  Mr.  Haftings  was,  or  was 
not  the  author  of  the  Maratta  war,  whether  he  gave 
too  much  credit  to  the  intelligence  tranfmitted  to 
^im  from  Europe  or  not ;  whether  it  was  the  a^ 

of 
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of  a  wife  man,  or  a  romantic  attempt  to  march  a 
detatchment  acrofs  India,  was  by  no  means  the  pre- 
fentqueftion.  Let  them  confider  what  was  their 
fituation  by  the  lateO;  advices  :  In  the  height  of 
die  Maratta  war,  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  invaded  the 
Carnatic.  To  preferve  that  important  branch  of 
our  dominion  in  India,  Mr  Mailings,  at  a  moment 
when  merchant  {hips  wouJd  not  attempt  a  paiTage 
to  Madras,  propoled  fending  64.0  Europeans,  and 
1 5  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  Carnatic  by  fea  ;  and  Sir 
F.yre  Coote  nobly  confented  to  rifque  his  high  mi- 
litary reputation  at  the  head  of  a  defeated  and  dif- 
perfed  army.  Mr.  HaQings  alfo  propofed  to  lend  a 
very  conilderable  detachment  to  Madras  by  land- 
It  was  immediately  formed,  and  joined  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  before  his  fecond  general  adioo  with  Hy- 
der ',  nor  could  he  conceive,  that  the  late  Houfe 
of  Commons  condemned  the  tranfaftion,  that  the 
march  of  this  great  detachment  through  the  terri- 
torics  of  Moodajee  Boofla,  was  purchafed  too  dear 
by  the  fumof  money  given  to  his  fon  Chemnajee. 
From  that  period  every  polTible  affiflance  was  af- 
forded by  the  Supreme  Council  to  the  government- 
of  Madras  i  and  after  a  variety  of  fuccelTes  in  a 
moft  difficult  and  arduous  war,  our  army  was  be- 
fieging  the  French  forces  in  Cuddalore,  when  in- 
telligence of  the  peace  in  Europe  arrived  in  India. 
He  believed  in  his  confcience  that  peace  had  favcd 
that  country  ;  but  was  any  poffible  exertion  ne- 
glefted  by  Mr,  Haftings   to  feed  and  to  pay  the 
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army  af  Madias,  or  to  enable  the  Bombay  forces 
to  mak  that  diverfion  which  at  the  mod  critical 
moment  of  the  war  drew  Tippoo  Saheb  out  of  the 
Carnatic:  The  Honourable  Gentleman  DaHins 
in  filencc  over  the  dangers  we  have  efcaped,  paf- 
finp-  in  filencc  over  the  difncukies  we  had  fur- 
mounted,  and  faying,  we  have  not  peace  with  Tip- 
poo Saheb.  1  he  Major  was  not  afraid  of  com- 
mitting himfeU  by  faying,  that  he  believed  we  had 
peace  with  Tippoo  Saheb,  and  that  he  believed  he 
was  utterly  unable  to  continue  the  war.  He  be- 
lieved alfo,  that  his  only  chance  for  fafcty  was  in 
peace.  Bui  admitting  for  a  moment  that  it  was 
not  concluded,  had  we  a  Maratta  war  now  to  fup- 
port  ?  Had  we  feventeen  fail  of  the  line,  and  fix 
thoufand  land  forces  belonging  to  France  oppofed 
to  us  ?  Or  was  Tippoo  Saheb  now  in  the  heart  of 
the  Carnatic.  We  never  could  have  fuch  a  com- 
bination to  druggie  with  again,  and  he  repeated  it, 
that  putting  together  the  intelligence  from  Tan- 
jore  and  from  Bufforah,  he  believed  that  at  that 
moment  the  peace  with  Tippoo  was  concluded. 
"Without  wiihing  to  fay  any  thing  that  might  give 
offence,  let  them  confider  how  the  war  had  ended 
in  different  quarters  of  the  globe  ;  in  Europe  we 
had  loft  Minorca  ;  in  America  thirteen  provinces, 
and  the  two  Floridas  ;  in  the  Weft  Indies,  To- 
bago, and  fome  fettlements  in  Africa.  We  had 
contra6ted  a  debt  of  100  millions  and  upwards, 
and  had  loft  above  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  but 

in 
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in  India  we  had  preftrved  all   our   former  pofef- 
fions,  and  we  had  yielded  up  Chandenagore,   and 
all  the   French   fetdements  in  Bencral.     We  had 
yielded  Pondicherry,  Carical,and  every  fetLlement. 
We  had  conquered  from  the    French   upon   tlie 
coafls  of  Coromandel  and  the  Malabar.     We  had 
gi^'en  back  to  the  Dutch,   Chenfurah,  Calcapove, 
and  their  fettlements  on  their  coafts,  Kegapatnam 
excepted.     He   fhould  rather  fay,  this  nation  had 
given  up,  and  wifely  given  up  the  conqueGs  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  to  prevent   farther  facriSccs 
where  they  would  have  been  more  felt  by  the  pub- 
lic.    We  had  contratled  a  debt  during  this  lontr 
and  arduous  war,  not  equal  to  one  year  of  our  net 
revenues ;  and  fhould  the   Company  be   Riled  a 
fourden  upon  the  Slate,  or  fliouid  its  fervants,  who 
had  exerted  (hemfelves  fo  meritorioufly,  be  calum  • 
niated,  inllead  of  receiving  the  praife  due  to  their 
merit  ?  but  the  Hon.  Gentleman  faid,  they  had  no 
fecurity     that  ceconomy   would   be  pradifed  in 
Bengal,  except  they  argued  in  favour  of  future 
obedience    from   paft  difobedience.     If   the  fafl 
was  fo,  why  in  the  name  of  God  did  they  not  re« 
move  thofe  men  v/ho  would  not  obey  their  orders  ? 
Was  Mr.  Haltings  in  the  ivay  of  aiij  fcheme  of  re. 
formation  ?  Had  he  not  exprefsiy  and  anxioufly 
written  to  defire  that  a  fucce fib r  might  be  fent  out  ? 
Jtic  appealed  to  the  Noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon, 
whether  it  had  not  invariably  been  the  language  of 
Mr.  Haflings  *' remove  m*,  or  conSruj  ine ;  the 

S'o- 
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government  of  India  (hould  be  fupported  by  the 
government  at  home  ;  and  if  you  will  not  give  me 
your  confidence,  recall  me."  The  Major  earneftly 
hoped,  that  if  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  or  it  the 
Court  of  Direftors,  would  not  give  their  confidence 
to  Mr.  Haftings,  they  would  inftantly  remove  him. 
He  hoped,  if  they  conceived  that  he  would  not  ri- 
gidly execute  every  order  they  fent  to  him  relative 
to  ceconomical  retrenchments,  that  they  would  in- 
flantly  remove  him.  1  he  Major  had  heard  this 
language  of  Mr.  Haflings's  difobedience  repeated 
infpeeches;  he  had  feen  it  inferted  in  pamphlets 
and  newfpapers  -,  but  when  Gentlemen  were 
pufhed  upon  the  fubjeft,  they  were  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  flale  charge  of  not  fending  Mr. 
Briftow  to  Oude,  and  Mr.  Fowke  to  BenareSi 
And  here  he  mull  fay,  that  whether  Mr.  Haftings 
was  to  be  continued  or  not,  or  whoever  went  out 
to  fucceed  him,  the  Government  of  India  muft  be 
in  India,  and  that  Houfe  muft  give  up  the  ridicu- 
lous idea  of  appointing  Gentlemen  to  minifterial 
offices,  either  from  Leadenhail-ftreet  or  that  end  of 
the  town.  The  fyftem  was  new,  and  deliru6live 
in  the  extreme,  of  pointing  out  to  their  Govern- 
ments in  India  who  they  fhould  employ  in  offices 
of  trufl;  and  importance.  Would  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, or  would  any  other  Hon.  Gentleman, 
point  out  a  fmgle  order  fent  from  this  country  re* 
lative  to  ceconomical  retrenchments  which  had 
been  difobeyed  in  the  hi}:  three  years  ?   There  was 

indeed, 
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indeed,  a  difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  Haft- 
iiiffs  and  the  Diredlors,  relative  to  the  duration  of 
contraOs  ;  but  that  was  of  a  very  old  date,  and 
would  make  no  dilTerence  to  the  prefent  argument 
-^ — he  fhould  now  briefly  flate  his  ideas  of  what 
could  be  done  in  Bengal.  The  iloufe  had  au- 
thentic official  advice,  that  the  army  in  Bengal  had 
been  confiderabiy  reduced-,  they  knew,  that  Colonel 
Morgan's  detachment  was,  on  the  23d  of  January, 
within  twelve  Cofs  of  Gualior,  confequentiy  that 
hy  the  ill  of  February,  it  would  be  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Jumna,  when  it  was  inftantly  to  be  reduced. 
Admitting  the  peace  not  to  be  concluded  with 
Tippoo,  the  fervices  of  the  Bengal  detachment  at 
Madras  were  no  longer  necelfary.  He  therefore 
believed  moil  folemnly,  that  by  the  ill  of  May, 
every  military  expence  of  the  Bengal  army  was 
brought  within  one  hundred  and  ten  lacks  a  year. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  Court  of  Diredors  not  to 
truft  merely  to  this,  but  to  point  fpecifically  the 
reductions  that  fliould  be  made,  and  to  take  care 
that  the  expence  they  authorized  was  not  exceeded. 
His  eilimate  was  confiderably  higher  than  the  ella- 
bliihment  of  1777.  The  civil  difburlements 
were  not  eftimated  at  more  than  thirty  nine  lacks, 
including  the  exptnce  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature;  but  allowing  fifty  lacks  for  the  civil 
charges,  and  the  marine,  allowing  twenty-one 
Jacks  for  Itipends,  and  twenty  lacks  for  contin- 
gencies, beyond  the  very   high   rate  at   which  he 

had 
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{iad  flated  the  diibuiiements,  and  from  the  net 
revenues  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OiiHa,  Benares, 
Vizier's  fubfidy,  and  the  profit  upon  fait  and 
opiunij  including  alfc  the  fale  of  our  imports. 
there  would  remain  a  furplus  of  one  hundred  and 
fi Ft}' -nine  lacks  of  rupees,  for  the  purchafe  of  fu- 
ture invePtnient.s,  fo.r  paying  the  intereft  of  the 
bonded  debrs  of  India,  and  for  a  gradual  liqui- 
dation of  the  principal 

In  dating-  the  fubfidy  of  the  Vizier,  he  confined 
hiinfelf  to  the  two  lacks  and  fixty  thoufand  rupees 
a  rnanth.,  which  he  paid  for  a  complete  brigade  by 
the  treaty  of  1775.  But  his  Excellency  Avas  alfo 
engaged  to  pay  feventy  thoufand  rupees  a  month 
for  every  regiment  of  Sepoys  ivhich  he  might  choofe 
to  ftation  in  his  dominions,  beyond  the  complete 
brigade,  and  a  fixed  furn  for  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment. At  prefent  there  were  fix  regiments  upon 
this  fubfidy  in  the  Vizier's  dominions,  which  was 
fo  far  a  faving  to  the  Company.  If  at  any  future 
period  (of  which  he  bad  no  idea)  the  Vizier  (hould 
wifh  to  recall  all  our  forces  from  Oude,  their  line 
of  defence  would  be  circumfcribed,  and  a  pro- 
portional reduction  of  the  army  nmft  take  place, 
and  when  we  were  again  brought  within  the  banks 
of  the  Carumnalfa,  eighty  lacks  of  rupees  ivould 
amply  provide  for  as  brge  an  army  as  would  he 
neceifary  for  our  complete  defence;  he  perfeclly 
a<^!eed  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  from  Ber*- 
g;il  the  intercsi  of  the  bond  dchis  of  Ind'a  murtte 

paid. 
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paid,  and  the  principal  liquidated,  whenever  it 
was  liquidated  :  yet  he  had  the  authority  of  Lord 
Macartney  for  ruppofing,  that  on  the  re-efiablirn- 
ment  of  Peace,  the  Carnatic  would  bear  its  own 
expences,  and  furnifh  a  cargo  for  Europe.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  fo,  and  then  it  would  be  a  relief 
to  Bengal,  which  he  had  not  yet  calculated.  He 
did  intend  to  have  made  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
Report  of  the  Sele6l  Committee  then  before  them, 
and  to  have  notice  dtwo  or  three  very  glaring  errors; 
but  he  Ihould  leave  this  to  other  Gentlemen,  as  hs 
was  of  opinion  obfervations  would  not  efcape 
them.  He  had  the  highefi:  opinion  of  the  inte. 
giity,  ability,  and  impartiality  of  the  Gentlemen 
who  compolcd  the  Committee ;  but  this  was  an 
additional  proof  t)  hjm  of  the  abfurdity  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  Houfe   enteringr  noon    the  detail  of 

O  A 

an  Indian  account  without  havingr  a  finale  gende- 
man  among  them,  who,  from  local  knowledge 
and  long  experience,  could  be  enabled  to  point  out 
to  them  the  neceflary  papers  and  documents  which 
they  fhould  refer  to.  The  mi  flakes  he  alluded  to 
were  fo  glaring,  that  he  was  afloni.lied  how  they 
could  have  crept  into  the  Report  *. 

Lord 

*  Th^  midakes  alluded  t'j  were  afcrrvvards  very  fully  ex- 
plained by  tiic  Chairman.  The  firft  was.  Where  the  Com- 
niittee  afll-rr,  that  the  expence  of  colleding-  the  revenues  in 
Bengal^ppsar  to  be  500,000!.  a  year  Icfs  four  years  ago  than 
they  now  are,  though  the  faft  indifputably  is,  they  are  aboi'e 

fifty 
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loai  Monh.  Loj.^  ^p.,j;j  f^-^^  l^g  fliould  not  have  troubled  ths 
Houfej.  but  two  things  flaiied  by '  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, who  had  jaft  fat  down,  made  it  neceffary, 
T!ie  Hon.  Geotlernan  bad  imputed  all  ihe  ex- 
penc£3  mcurrcd  by  tiie  Eafl-India  Coiopany,  snd 
all  th€  bloodfhed  in  India,  of  late  years,  to  the 
American  war.  The  American  war,  his  Lord- 
Blip  declared,  had  fins  ecougb  of  its  own  to  ars- 
fvver  fo-r,  withoot  being  loaded  with  fins  that  did 
not  belong  to  k  ;  be  begged,  therefore,  to  deny  the 
la£l,  and  so  affert,  what  he  coald  affect  with  greai 
t2?ath,  that  the-  American  war  was  in  fK>  degree 
ch2frs:<£able  v/itb  the  burthens  and  calamities  th»t 
liad  befaikn  India.  Whsn  the  war  began  with 
France,  Ions  after  the  Amerkan  war  was  iia  exift- 
«n€e,  by  the  exertions  of  the  Britilb  GoTernraent', 
Poodicherry  was  taken-  and  dirmantled,  Mahe  was 
fa-ken,  and  Cbandenagore  was  taken.  The  French 
were difpofTeffed,  and  driven  om  of  India;  they 
had  not  a  feltkment  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe 

Mty  thoaiijnd  poimsi's  leis  }}a<uf  than  jhey  were  ibe/c^,  Tiie 
acxc  is  where  the  Coir.miuce  draws  2  comparifon  between  the 
civH  charges  in  Bertgal  in  iyjj-S>aad  5780- r,  and  ftates,  that, 
in  a  fcM-mer  periotJ  they  were  466. 477I.  and  in  the  }atter 
^S^y0^&\,  Tlie  natural  conelu£or>  is,  that  there  was  an  esaor- 
moBs  inercafe  c-f  expenee,  bo-  lefs  than  one  hundred  aad 
twenty  thoi^fand  poarvda  ;  but  the  faft  is,  the  expen-ce  of  the 
ja:ter  peivod  was  lefstban  tbe  former  by  ten  thoufand  pouods, 
ar>J  the  ap^parent  excefs  waa  occa&OBcd  by  the  fura  of  in«on-ey 
advanced  in  March  I7S1  to  Chi mnagee  BoofIa;>  whjcb  W35 
entered  axcuglllhe  civil  charges  of  y.EQ-i, 

left 
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left  to   let   a   foot  in.     ATterwaicIs,  by   the   mif- 
roanagement  of  the  Company's  fervants  in   India, 
the  torch  of  war  was    lighted    afrefli  in  that  coun- 
try.      Peace    was    not  kept    with    the    Marattas  ^ 
we  quarrelled  with  the  Nyfam,  then  with  the  Ny- 
fam's    brother,    and   afterwards  with    Hyder    Al- 
ly, who  invaded    the  Carnatic;    this   invited     the 
Europeans  to  carry  theirarins  to  India  ;  this  brought 
the   French    back    a^ain    to   the  coails    of   Coro- 
niandei,  after  they   had  been  expelled  from  every 
part  of  that  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  this  brought  the 
Dutch  upon  our  backs  in  India,  and   hence  all  the 
expence,    all  the   bloodfhed,  all   the  difafters,  that 
had  happened  there  !  The   damage  therefore  that 
the  affairs  of  the   Britifli   Eaft  India  Company  had 
fuffered,  had  been  owing  lolely    to  the  rafli,  impo- 
litic, imprudent,  and  mifchievous  management  of 
their  fervants  abroad.     With    regard  to   the  other 
point  which  the   Hon.   Gentleman  had  mentioned, 
viz.  that  Mr.  Hallings    ought    either  to  have  been 
recalled  or  confirmed   in    his  government,    it  was 
undoubtedly  true  ;  it  was  true  likevvife,  that  Mr. 
Hallings  had    even  during  his  adminillration  re- 
quefted  to  be  recalled.     That  he  had  n'  t  been  then 
recalled    the    Hon.    Gentleman    had  (iud,    reded 
with  the  Noble    Lord;  it  had  not  however  reded 
with  the  Noble  Lord,  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  pleafed  to  term   him;    the   Noble   Lord  had 
it  not  in    his  power  to  recall  him;  fome  perfon, 
who  fat  near  the  Hon.    Gentleman,  could  tell  him, 
Vol.  1L  X  that 
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that  the  Noble  Lord  could    not  recall    him;  nay, 
thofe  who  had  much  more  power   than  the  Noble 
Lord  ever  poflTefTed,  found   themfelves  unable  to 
recall  Mr.   Haftings.     That    Lloufe   they  all  knew 
endeavouied  to    recall   him,   and    determined  that 
he  Ihould  be  recalled  ;   but  even  that  Houfc,  om- 
Ki[)OLent   as    it    was,  had  not  been  able    to  efFc£l: 
its    purpofe  ;    the    fa6l,    therefore,    undoubtedly 
was,  as    Mr.     Haflings     might    boalt,    at    which 
event   his    fiicnds   and  reprefentatives  might  join 
the    Hon.    Gentleman    in    his     exultation,     Mr. 
Hadings  had  repeatedly   dehred     to   be  recalled, 
Government  had   liflened  to  his  requifition,  and 
ivifhed  to  gratify  him;    that  Houfe  had  wilhed  to 
gratify  him  ;  nay,  they  had  refolved,  that  he  Ibould 
be  gratified,  and  the  Court  of  Dire£lors  had  agreed 
to  it ;  but  it  lb  happened,  that  while  Mr.  Hattings 
defired    to   be  recalled,  while  he    infifled    on    it 
while     Governmcnc    and     the    Houfe     of   Com- 
mons defired  that  he  fliould  be  fuperfeded,  [while 
the  Couit  of  Direclors  were  willirj<i  to  recall  him» 

o 

his  own  friends  and  his  own  party  among  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  conftantly 
Gontiived  at  the  General  Courts  to  difoblige  Mr. 
Haftings,  to  deny  him  the  favour  he  requefted, 
to  dilappoint  Government,  to  fruflrate  the  Refo- 
lufions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  difannul  the 
votes  of  the  Court  of  DircQorS;  and  efFe^lually  to  J 
prevent  his  recall. 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Company  (Mr.  N.  Sm'uh) 
gave  a  long  and  minute  refutation  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Eden  rofe  next.     Hie  faid,  that  knowing  the  Mr.  EJen. 
indi(]iorition  of  the  Houfe  to  involve  itfelf  in  a  de- 
tail of  accounts,  however  interefting  and  important 
the  refalt  of  thofe    accounts  might    be,    he  would 
leave  the    Report  to  the   defence  of  its  own  accu- 
racy, and  to  the  judgment  of  all  unprejudiced  men  ; 
if  in  fo  large  a  variety  of  matters  as  were  necelFarily 
comprehended  in  that  enquiry,  any  errrors  fhould 
be  found  in  the  different  ilatements,  hefiiould  nei- 
ther be  furprized  nor  mortified  by  the  difcovery  ; 
he  would  fay  more,  he  fhould  fincerely   rejoice  at 
fuch  a  difcovery,    if  it  tended   to  place   the  affairs 
of  the  Company    in  a  more  profperous  and  more 
promifing   ftate    than  they   had  appeared  to  the 
Committee.     He    had   not  yet  heard  of  any  fuch 
errors  ;    for  with  refped  to^what  had  juft  been 
ftated  as   fuch  by  the  worthy  Chairman   of  the 
Company,   he  would  take  fome  future  occaiion  to 
fhew   that  the  inaccuracy  was  in  thofe  who  con- 
firmed  the  Report,  and  not  in  thofe  who  framed  it ; 
in  the  mean  time  it  was  fully  lufficient  to  obferve, 
that  the  particulars  mentioned,  even  if  erroneous, 
which  he  denied,   were  immaterial  to   the  public 
confideration,  as  none  of  them  were  brousrht  into 
charge  in  the  general  eftimate  of  the   Company's 
affairs.    But  he  had  otlier  reafons  for  declining  this 
kind  of  conteft.  He  waged  no  war  with  the  Direc- 
X  2  torsj 
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tors ;  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Report  would  prove 
this,  for  It  gave  at  Jeafl  fifty  flat  contradiflions  to 
the  Directors  accountSj  without  a  fingle  exprefiioa 
tendincr  either  to  crimination  or  cenfure.  He 
wao-ed  no  war  with  Mr.  Haflir.CTs,  nor  with  the 
TCDrefentatives  of  Mr  Haftings,  if  there  were  any  ; 
with  refpe£t  to  India  difcuQions,  it  was  indifferent 
to  him,  whether  Mr.  Haftings  was  no  better  re- 
prefented  than  the  City  of  Weflminller,  or  whe- 
ther he  had  more  reprefentatives  in  that  Houfe 
than  the  City  of  London  and  the  Cpunty  of  Mid- 
dlefex  •,  fo  far  as  perfonal  confiderations  could  in- 
fluence,!, he  was  bound  to  feel  a  partiality  towards 
Mr.  Hafiings,  who  had  Ihewn  peculiar  kindnefs  to 
fome  of  his  neareft  connexions.  Laftly,  he 
waged  no  war  with  the  Eaft- India  Proprietors ; 
on  the  contrary,  every  Ilcp  which  he  had  taken 
in  this  bufinefs  would  in  due  time  be  acknowledged 
by  the  honeft  Proprietors  of  the  Company  (of 
which  defcription  there  was  a  large  proportion) 
to  be  mod  friendly  to  their  real  and  permanent 
advantage.  He  had  been  aQuated  through  the 
whole  bufinefs  by  a  fair  folicitude  to  obtain 
lights,  which  might  prevent  a  bankruptc),  that 
would  firft  bur  ft  upon  the  commercial  interell, 
and  would  afterwards  overwhelm  the  landed  inte- 
lefts  of  the  kingdom  In  this  folicitude  there  was 
no  idea  of  defpondency  ■,  he  did  not  mean  to  inti- 
mate that  the  Company's  affairs  were  irretrievable, 
if  fully  and  fairly  brought  to  view  ;  but  he  would 

venture 
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venture  to  aiTert,  and  would  reft  all  cnaracier  upon . 
the  afltrtion,  that  if  mere  palliatives  were  tried,  if 
Parliament  declined  the  taflc  of  examining  and 
probing  the  diforder  to  the  bottom,  if  the  prerent 
meafures  were  merely  to  (kin  over  the  wound,  the 
confequences  muft  be  mod  calamitous  to  the  Com- 
pany and  to  the  public.  In  this  temper,  and  in 
this  perfuafion  he  hid  entered  mt  ■»  taismvcdigation, 
and  could  clearly  appeal  to  thofe  who  had  affifted 
and  inftru6led  him  in  that  enquiry,  for  the  fairneQ 
with  which  it  had  been  conduced ;  in  the  Com- 
mittee, indeed,  he  had  the  advantage  of  three  or 
four  particular  friends,  men  of  kno^vn  and  ac- 
knowledged talents  and  integrity  ;  but  !.he  majority 
of  the  Committee,  though  compoftd  alio  of  Gtri- 
tlemen  equally  entitled  to  fuch  attributes,  were  ut- 
terly unconnected  with  him  in  the  line  or  public 
life  ;  and  yet  he  could  venture  to  fay,  that  there 
never  was  an  inflance  in  which  any  Committ-e  had 
afted  from  its  beginning  to  its  end  wu'i  (o  nuuucd 
and  fo  complete  a  cordiality  and  unanimify.  lie 
could  not  therefore  fubmit  to  ftoop  to  the  t;i{k  of 
defending  the  Report  of  fuch  a  Committee;  ic 
was  before  the  Houfe  and  the  public;  let  it  be 
judged  by  the  Houfe  and  the  public  and  let  it  al(b 
Hand  the  teft  of  fuch  events  as  it  may  be  construed 
to  predi6t. 

Mr.  Eden  next  proceeded  to  make  fome  re- 
marks on  what  had  been  iuggelfed  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  opening  the  buftneijs. 
He  faid,  that  he  tad  heard,    with  great    fuiprize, 

X  3  the 
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the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  opinion,  that  if  rehef 
fhould  be  given  in  the  extent  and  manner  afked  by 
the  Company,  the  Direftors  would  be  able  for  the 
future  to  be  regular  in  their  receipts  and  pay- 
ments. He  knew-  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man was  a  bold  ftatefman,  and  was  willing  to  pay 
due  homage  to  an  intrepidity  well  fuited  to  the 
difficulties  of  the  times  ;  but  he  knew  alfo  that  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  pofTeflTed  fingular  wifdom 
and  forefight,  and  could  not  reconcile  to  fuch  qua- 
lities the  rifque  of  an  opinion,  the  fallacioufnefs  of 
which  a  few  months  might  dcmondrate.  Surely 
the  difference  between  the  ftate  of  the  Company, 
as  defcribed  in  the  fufl;  Report  of  the  DireQors, 
which  gave  the  intended  detail  of  receipts  and  pay- 
ments, and  the  amount  of  the  various  articles  which 
had  fince  com.e  to  light,  would  flir.w  too  much  caufe 
to  fufpeft  the  foiidity  of  fuch  an  opinion.  Ke 
would  here  ftate  to  the  P3oufe  the  amount  of  va- 
rious articles  of  charge  beyond  what  v/as  ftated  by 
the  Dire6tors  ;  the  fums  dependent  on  thofe  arti- 
cles had  been  hitherto  undifputed,  and  he  believed 
them  to  be  indifputable.  The  whole  amounted  to 
above  eight  millions  flerling.  The  particulars  were, 
— the  interefl;  of  duties  propofed  to  be  poHponedfor 
different  periods  of  the  next  five  years,  and  to  which 
the  claim  of  the  public  was  not  only  legal,  but  rea- 
fonable  ;  certain  articles  01  duties  and  damaged 
croods  mentioned  in  the  Directors  fecond  Re- 
port ;  bills  drawn   from   India,  amounting  within 

three 
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three  months  to   i,200,oool.  beyond  any  expefi:a- 
tionor  forefight  of  the  Direftors  in  drawing  thelr 
firft  Report,  and  in  troth,  conlrary  to  their  afiTaran- 
ces ;  the  price  cf  infurance,    for  which  the  Direc- 
tors profefled  to    have  made  no  allou'ance,  though 
they  had  taken  credit  for  the  fafe  arrival  and  prime 
coft  of  all  their  cargoes  for   fix  years;  bills  to  be 
accepted  from  Bencoolen  ;  the  lum  of  near  8oo,oocl. 
now  claimed  by    the  Vi6^ualiing    Office  and  Pay 
Office;  the    13O5O00].   (lillj  due  on  the   renewal  of 
the  charter  with   the  inteielt  oi  fi?c  yeaVvS,  no  allo'.v- 
ance  having  been  made  by  the  Diredors  either  for 
interefl  or  principal;  the  additional   bond  debt  in 
India,  of  which  accounts   h.;d  been  received  (ince 
the  firfl;  Report  •,  the   intereit  on  the  Bombay  and 
Madras  bond  debt,    for  which,  no  allowance  had 
been  made  in  the  eflirnates  of  the  Directors  ;  the 
\      arrears  of  Peflicufli  which  were  ordered  to  be  paidi 
but  were  not  broucrht  to   account :   the  Madras  ar- 
rear,    of  which  late   accounts  had  been  received  ; 
Treafurv  notes  iffued    in   Bengal  in  lieu  of  the  in- 
vellment  loan  ;  to  thefe  he  would  add  the  amount 
of  the  Dutch  prizes,  the  right  to  which  is  litigated, 
though   brought   to    account    as    tnc   property  of 
the    Company  •,     and   ano'her     article,    oi   which 
he    had   no    doubt,  though  it    might  be  a  matter 
of  opinion,  nam.ely,  the   produce   of   falcs,    which 
had     been    Rated     at  3.300,000!.     a   year,    from 
an     average    of    fales     taken    at   a    former     pe- 
riod.    Under  that   circumQancc,    and   under  the 
X  4      '  orders 
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orders  of  the  Company,    refpefiling  the  B'  ngal  raw 
filk,   and  confidering  aifo   the    fitaation  of  Madras 
and  Bomba}^,  who  were  unable   to  furnifh  the  pro- 
portion of  goods  i   but  more  efpecially  confidering 
the  increafed  competition  of  European   veflTels  in 
the  ports  of  India  and  China,  for  the  fatal  purpofe 
of  bringing'  home   the  immenfe   acquifition   of  the 
Company's  fervants   at    the    very  hour  ivhen    the 
Company  ilfelf   was   in     the   extreme  of  poverty 
and  diftrefs,  and  unable  to  purchafe   any  inveft- 
ments  but  from  raorey  a]fo  furni(hed  by  thofe  very 
fervants,     he    thought     it    reafonable     to    deduft 
300,0001.   a  year  from  tliat  fpeculation.      He  had 
been  induced  to  Hate  thefe  j'rticles  to  illuiirate  his 
doubt,  whether   the  relief  prayed    in  February  laft 
would  be  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  party  in  the 
prefcnt  mon'h,  when    in   the    interim   fuch    large 
deficiencies  had  been  afcertained  ; — it  would  liave 
been  eafy  to  (vycll  this  catalogue  flill  farther  : — he 
had  abftained   fiom  all  remark  on  the  fnppofed  re- 
venues and  cxpences  cf  the  different  territories  and 
iettlements;  but  it  was  a  wide  field  of  obfervation, 
and  what  opened  veiy  melancholy  profpe6ts  in  the 
■orefent  flate   of  India   Government.     He  had  ab- 
fl^ined    alfo   from    all  difcuffion    (jf    the  Dire6lors 
plan  of  commercial    refources  which  the  Commit- 
tee had  ihewn  to  be  incompatible  ; — credit  had  been 
taken  by  the  Directors  for  ail  the  effects  of  a  reform 
from  the  date  of  their  Report;    but  the  Chairman 
bad  jiilf   affured  the    Houfe    that    the    Diie6tors 

*  were 
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were  "  going  to  order  retrenchments  ;'*  pad  expe- 
]ience  had  fliewn  that  the  orders  of  the  Diretlors 
were  invariably  difregarded,  except  when  ihey  tend- 
ed to  promote  expence  or  proteft  peculation  ;  but 
in  the  prefent  inftance  there  was  not  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  vain  endeavour. Laftly,  he  would 

lay  no  ftrefs  on  this  whole  fabric  oi  a  delaiive  ima- 
gination being  creeled  on  the  neceCity  of  an  unin- 
terrupted peace  in  India  and  in  Europe  ro  the 
year  1790  :  though  it  was  not  yet  known  ihatithad 
taken  place  in  India. 

The  Rigrht  Hon  Gentleman  had  intimated  an 
expedation  that,  though  large  Bills  had  been 
drawn  in  Bengal,  a  proportionable  incre^le  of 
goods  had  been  accumulated : — He  wouJd  only 
remark  that  this  hope,  however  reafoncible,  was 
not  yet  ,  verified  by  any  evidence  or  correfpon- 
dence. 

There  had  alfo  been  much  converHition  on  the 
degree  in  which  the  public  is  bound  by  the  autho- 
rity of  Parliament  to  enable  the  Company  to  draw 
or  accept  Bills  : — He  was  not  difpofed  to  adopt  ei- 
ther opinion  in  its  full  extent : — ftut  he  had  no 
doubt  in  faying  that  if  the;  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment was  pledged  to  the  Hill-hoiderSj  Fadiament 
was  at  leaft  bound  to  prote61;  them  fo  far  as  not  to 
permit  the  Company  to  divide  the  money  of  the 
15ill-hok!er  and  to  protefl  his  Bill — and  this  remark 
would  materially  apply  to  a  great  proportion  of  the 
Bills  at  prefent  unaccepted. 

Laaiy, 
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Laflly,  as  fome    papers   from  Bengal  had  been 
moved  for  a  few  days  ago,  as  fubverting  the  whole 
Report  of  the    Committee,   he  woul^  make  a  few- 
remarks  on  the  firfl  of  thofe   papers,   and  would 
only  obferve,  that  the  others,  though   ]t\^s  open   to 
ohfervation,  were    equally    deditute  of   weight  as 
to  the  confideration  at  prefent  before  the  Houfe. — 
The    paper    to  which   he  alluded,   was  the  letter 
from  Fort  William,   16th  December,   1783.  "We 
"  have  (fays  Mr.  HaRings)    fupported  your  other 
"   Preiidencies,    not  by  fcanty  and  inefFeflual  fup- 
*'  plies,  but  by  an  anxious  anticipation  of  all  their 
"   wants ;" — would    not  any  perfon   ^vho   perofed 
that    paragraph   reafonabiy  be    furprized    to   hear 
that  thofe  Preiidencies,  all   whofe   wants   were  fo 
fupplied,    had    incurred  a  debt  of  three  millions  ; 
arid  that  their  bonds  wore  now  at  50  per  cent.  diU 
count  ? — Asain    ''  We    have    aflifled    the   China 
*'  trade  i" — the  remark  here  is,  that  the  laH;  letters 
from  Canton,  compl.^'n  loudly  of   the  entire  want 
of  affitlance. —  ^  0  have  provided  larger 

*■  inveftrrr:'-  .  ..,   Prefidencv   than    it  ever 

"  fuiniHicd  m  any  given  period  of  the  fame 
"  length;"  this  is  proved  by  bringing  within  a 
thirtee!;  months  period,  an  account  of  the  exports 
of  more  than  two  years, — Again,  '"  In  the  perfe- 
*'  verance  of  thefe  fervices,  we  have  fought  but; 
''  little  pecuniary  aififlance  from  home."  *'  We 
*■  have  avoided  drawing  on  you  for  fupplies,  &c." 
This  prefagc  is  bcft   illuQ rated  by  the  account  in 

the 
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the  Committee's  Appendix  of  three  nulHons  of  Bills 
from  Bengal.  On  thefe  (Irange  and  multiplied 
incongruities,  he  would  only  obferve,  that  they 
were  the  pi6lure  penned  from  the  painter's  imagi- 
nation, like  the  Dire6lors  firfl:  Report,  in'.amp- 
jnent  of  fanguine  fpeculation  and  wild  cnthu- 
fiafm,amldil;  incrcafmg  diilrefres  and  difficulties. 

Mr.  Atkin[o7i  began  with  declaring,  that  unde^r.fr.  Aikla- 
the  difmclination  the  Houfe  had  expreiTed  to  pub"~ 
fue  the  debate  farther  at  prefent,  v;hen  tl-ev  had  in- 
du]g;cd  the  Ri^ht  Hon.  Gentleman  who  'pokelail, 
xvith  the  few  minutes  of  their  attention,  which  he 
Iiad  introduced  his  fpccch  by  defiring.  he  Giou'd 
not  have  attempted  to  take  up  the  (ime  of  th  ■ 
Houfe,  had  not  the  Ri^ht  Flon.  Genilcnicin.  run- 
ning  in  a  curlory  way  through  nearly  the  whole 
fubjeft,  affumed  as  uncontradiSled  and  undeniable 
truths,  almoil  all  the  points  in  tlie  Report  of  the 
Committee,  wherein  it  differed  from  the  Reports 
of  the  Dire6lors.  That  very  far  from  acknow- 
ledging obligation  for  the  gentle  mcnnc}\  in  which 
the  Ricfht  Hon.   Gentleman   claimed  the  credit  of 

O, 

having  flated  his  contradifilions  of  the  Direclors 
Report,  he  laid  in  his  claim  to  be  heard  on  a  future 
flay,  when  he  truftcd,  he  fnould  be  able  to  (hew, 
that  in  every  point,  where  the  two  Reports  con- 
tradicted each  other,  the  DireQors  were  in  the 
light,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  in  the  wrong, 
and  would  not,  unlefs  it  was  their  pleafure,. trou- 
ble the   Houfe  farther  at  pref.nt.     Being  called 

upon 
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upon  to  go  on,  he  proceeded  to  (late  the  neceffity 
of  attending  to  the  Order  of  the  Houfe,  upon 
which  the  Direftors  v/ere  to  make  their  Report, 
and  that  it  was  confined  to  the  degree  of  relief  by 
poOponement  of  duties  and  acceptance  of  bills, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Diredors,  would  be 
fufficient  for  their  affairs.  Accordingly  he  faid, 
the  Directors  had  Rated  an  eflimate  of  their  re- 
ceipts and  payments  in  England,  with  as  much  ac- 
curacy, he  believed,  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  ad- 
mitted, but  had  never  profefTed  accurately  to  ftate 
any  eftimate  of  their  receipts  and  payments  abroad, 
which  was  plainly  inipoffible  to  be  done  with  any 
exaftnefs  ;  therefore,  under  this  lafl  head,  they 
had  contented  themfclves  with  giving  a  general 
view  of  their  revenues  and  refourccs  abroad,  (inde- 
pendent of  what  they  had  computed  upon,  as  ap- 
plicAblc  to  their  commercial  invellments),  and  of 
the  debts  and  fervices,  to  which  they  were  appli- 
cable, and  had  only  drawn  this  general  inference, 
that  there  was  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  further 
bills  would  be  neccflary  to  be  drawn  in  aid  of  thole 
revenues  and  refources,  fceinsr  that  whilft  great  dif- 
ference  of  opinion  might  prevail  about  the  degree 
to  which  thofc  revenues  vrould  be  produdive,  there 
was  no  reafonable  ground  to  fuppofe  the  revenues, 
which  before  the  war  had  produced  a  very  large 
iurplus,  would  not  lliil  produce /(wzg  lurpius,  and 
that  whether  that  furplus  difcharged  the  burthens 
vponit  a  little  fooner^  or  a  little  later,  was  not  very 

material 
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material  to  the  propofitions  upon  which  the  Direc- 
tors were  ordered  to  Hate  their  opinions ;  that  this 
dirtinttion,  fo  necelFary  to  the  forming  a  jull  judg- 
ment on  the  fubjetl,  was  wholly  confounded  by  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  who  bringing  their  ob- 
fervations  to  one  point,  bvit  profeiledly  leaving  any 
condufwn  upoit  the  eilimate  of  receipts  and  payments 
out  of  their  difcuffion  although  (it  was  the  fole  olijcft 
of  the  enquiry)  they  had  in  a  defultory  way  thrown 
out  a  large  rnafs  af  animadverfions,  tending  greatly 
to  grounds  of  wneral  diftrult,  and  had  fo  oblcured 
a  plain  fubjeft,  by  confounding  Indian  receipts  and 
payment.?  with  thofe  in  England,  and  prelenting 
hits  and  appendixes  in  fuch  variety  of  forms,  that: 
none  but  thofe  who  were  tolerably  maflers  of  the 
fubjeft  could  underlland  them.  He  v;ould,  he 
faid,  endeavour,  as  well  as  his  memory  would  ferve- 
him,  thus  called  upon  on  the  inllant,  to  give  a  dif- 
tindt  confutation  of  each  head  of  obje6lion,  which 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  ftated  in  his  fpeech, 
leaving  the  reft  of  the  Report  to  a  future  difcuITion. 
The  Committee  had  charged  the  Directors  with 
omitting  to  bring  172,0001.  to  the  debit  of  their 
eilimate  for  interetl  of  the  duties  to  be  poflponed, 
which  by  Act  of  Parliament  was  payable  at  6  per 
cent,  and  had  been  paid  at  that  rate  in  former  in- 
(lances  ftated  in  their  Appendix.  He  renlied,  that 
thofe  inllances  were  before  the  time  that  the  State 
hecdmepariner  with  the  Company,  by  taking  three- 
fourth  parts  of  their  income  after  payment  of  their 

eight 


3iS  I' ARLI  AME  NT  AR  Y  [A.  1784, 

eight  per  cent,  dividend,  and  therefore,  that  thd 
precedent  did  not  apply,  nor  was  the  equity  of  the 
cafe  anv  loncfer  the  fame*  That  the  charge  would, 
to  the  extent  of  three-fourth  parts,  now  be  nuga- 
tory, feeing  that  it  would,  by  juft  fo  much,  leffcu 
the  fuin  to  come  to  the  public,  under  the  participa- 
tion ;  and  that  if  any  thing  was  due,  the  fum  was 
inuch  exacrgerated,  feein^^  that  the  a£l.  authorizing 
z  claim  of  fix  per  cent,  interell,  for  duties  in  arrear, 
not  from  the  India  Company  alone,  but  horn  every 
body  clfe,  waspaffcd,  when  the  legal  interell  of  the 
kingdom  was  at  fix  per  cent,  which  having  by  a 
fub(equent  a£i,  been  reduced  to  five,  the  Company, 
in  paying  fix  fmce,  had  paid  it  in  their  own  wrong  ; 
alfo,  that  the  computation  was  made  upon  larger 
lums  of  poflponement  than  could  be  required  to 
be  poftponed,  and  that  upon  the  whole  of  thefe 
and  ether  circumftances,  the  Diredors  were  jufti- 
fiable  in  expecting  that  no  fuch  interefl:  ought  to 
be  demanded.  That  they  were  alfo  charged  with 
havinec  omitted  to  charjie  tl^eir  efliinatc  with 
385,000!.  for  infurance  of  their  expeded  imports 
at  the  peace  premium  of  foui-  per  cent.  To  this 
he  replied,  that  as  the  Company  never  infured, 
ihey  could  have  no  fuch  payment  to  make,  and 
therefore  could  not  without  grois  impropriety  have 
made  any  fuch  charge  in  a  calli  ellimate  ;  but  that 
it  Vv'as  not  true  that  they  had  omitted  it.  They 
had  plainly  and  clearly  fi^ated  it  in  their  Report 
in  the  hght  in  which  alone   it  ought  to  be  confi- 

dered 
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dered  as  a  deduflion,  to  an  amount  that  could  not 
be  afcertained  from  the  flock  of  goods  to  lemaia 
unfold  at  the  end  of  the  period  of  their  cftimatc, 
and  that,  upon  an  average  of  twenty  years,  the 
I'offes  had  not  amounted  to  four  per  cent,  but  only 
to  2  i-ioth  ;  and  the  furplus  of  goods  was  fo  great, 
as  to  leave  no  room  to  apprehend  that  fuch  loifcs 
could  ever  extend  to  the  difappointments  of  their 
fales  :  He  obferved,  that  throughout  the  Report, 
it  was  in  a  valt  variety  of  nia[)€s  fuggefted,  that 
Bills  had  appeared  to  a  great  amount,  which  were 
not  provided  for  by  the  Dire6lors  ellimate  ;  and 
that  whether  the  Committee  meant,  in  exprefs 
terms,  to  make  that  affertion  or  not,  they  had  fo 
treated  the  fubjefl  as  to  convey  that  idea  to  the 
reader,  he  would  however,  once  for  all,  anfwer  all 
thofe  infmuations  to  the  Houfe  :  There  did  not,  he 
faid,  exift,  nor  was  likely  to  exift,  as  far  as  the  Di- 
redlors  knev/,  a  fmgle  bill  not  provided  for  by  the 
eflirnate,  fave  and  except  a  chance,  but  he  did  not 
think  a  certainty,  that  50  lacks  of  rupees  might 
be  drawn  for  next  year  from  Bengal  ;  of  which 
tranfaftion,  the  advice  had  arrived  fince  tlie  date 
of  the  Directors  laft  Report  ;  and,  except  that,  a 
ium,  which  had  been  Hated  in  their  laft  Report, 
as  expetled  to  be  drawn  from  Bombay,  and  of 
which  the  amount  could  not  then  be  known,  was 
now  known  to  amount  to  42,000].  Th;it  great 
doubt  was  thrown  upon  the  fales  producing  the 
fum  of  3,300.000!.   annually^  at   which  he  profef- 
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fed  his  atloniHiment,  fince  even  Gentlemen  of  ex- 
perience in  the  Company's  affairs,  who  had    taken 
a  part  againft  the  Company  in  poHtics,  had,  he  be- 
lieved, uniformly   concurred   in  opinion,    that  no 
doubt  could  be  entertained  on   that  head.     That 
it  was  certain  they  Ihould  have  a  vafl;  furplus   of 
goods    imported   this   Summer  ;  that  Europe  was 
bare  of  them  ;  that  the  quality  was  unquellionably 
of  late  years  much  improved,  and  foreigners  gave 
us  a  preference  they  had  not  heretofore  done  ;  that 
the  very  tranfaSlioa  of  fifty  lacks,  of  which  the  ad- 
vice  was  recently  received,  as  above    mentioned, 
went  to  the  depriving  foreign  markets  of  goods  to 
that  value,  which   mufl  increafe  the  demand  at  our 
fales,    and  particularly    that    the  deficiency   ftated 
as  likely  to  arife  in  Bengal,  raw  filk,  which,  on  an 
average,  of  former  periods,  had  contributed  240,000]. 
a  year  to  the  fales  reckoned  upon,  and  of  which,  it 
was  ftated  in  the   Report,   that    only  the  value  of 
ifj  lacks  was  to  be    imported  this  feafon,  was  to- 
tally falfe  ;  for   that  betides  thofe   15   lacks,   there 
was  the  value   of  33  lacks  on  board  four  fhips  ar- 
rived, or  on  the  voyage,  and  about  five  lacks  more 
of  an  old  ftock,  befides  an  unknown  proportion  of 
30  lacks  laid  out  in  raw  filk  and  filk  piece  goods» 
but  not  explained   how  much   in  each,    and  confe- 
quently,  that  far  from    a  deficiency,  there  wasal' 
readv  a  clear  fupply  for  the  ■whole  period  more  than 
equal  to  the  fbrmer   average.     He  next  obferved, 
that  the  Dire6lors  were  ch.uged  with  having  lefc 

out 
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cu!:  the  dim  of  ioo,oool.  due  to  the  public  by  A£h 
of  Parhament,  which  they  ought  to  charge  to  the 
debit  cf  their  eftimate  with  fix  years  intereft. 
He  rcphed,  that  they  had  iii  their  firil  Report: 
avowed  their  demand  to  fct  againfl;  it  a  much 
larger  fum,  which,  Jince  the  pa^mg  that  aB,  a  Com- 
miltee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  reco2:nized 
to  be  juflly  due  to  the  Company  from  the  pubHc, 
ynd  which  he  had  never  been  able  to  difcoverany 
reafoa  for  with-holding  payment  of,  but  that  of 
the  hon  in  dividing  the  prey.  That  he  trufted  the 
Houfe  would  fee  it  right  to  take  that  matter  into 
confiderationj  and  do  juilice.  That  the  Company 
would  never  be  found  tenacioufly  pcrfevering 
sffainfl  the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  but  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Dire6lors  to  bring  forward  and  defend  their 
juft  rights  till  fuch  decifion.  It  was  farther  ob- 
ferved,  ;_that  great  doubt  was  exprefled  whether 
the  Company's  bonds  in  England  could  be  kept 
in  circulation  to  the  amount  of  2,ooo,oool.  as  al- 
lowed by  law,  efpecially  as  the  plan  of  the  Di- 
reQors  went  upon  an  eftimate  of  decreafing  pay- 
ments, and  increafing  receipts.  He  replied,  that 
he  had  ever  thought  decrealing  payments,  and  in- 
creafmg  receipts,  the  very  foundation  of  credit. 
That  if  the  Committee  fuppofed  the  Company's 
payments  to  their  tradefmen,  were  the  only  means 
of  re-ifiuing  the  bonds  paid  in  as  cafh  at  the  fales, 
it  was  a  ^Teat  miftake.  There  were  many  other 
ways,  in  which  they  could  be  Tent  to  market,  to  the 
Vol,  11.  Y  advantage 
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advantage    of    all    parties;  and    that   they     knew 
little     of     the      nature     of     eftabliQiing     credit, 
who    fuppofed,     that    the  circulation    would    be 
accelerated    or  ftrengthened    by    coercive     tranf- 
aftions     in    bufinefs.         That    there    was     ev^ery 
reafon  to  fuppofe  the  unfunded  debt  of  the  nation, 
the    enormous    amount    of    which    alone  created 
the  difficulty,  would  foon  be  reduced.     That  the 
Company   had   as  yet  fuftained  no  lofs   or  incon-  , 
venience,  by  their  bonds  being*  paid  in,  and  that  if 
it  fliould  become  an  inconvenience  before  the  un- 
funded debt  was  reduced,   gentlemen  lliould  not 
forget,   that  there  was    a   bank    in    this    country, 
and   wealthy   bankers,    to    whom    the    Company 
rnight,  in  cafe  of  need,  with  great  propriety,  ap- 
ply for  a  temporary  loan  on  fuch  fecurity  as  India 
Bonds,  till  the   natural  circulation  of  them  (hould 
come  round.       That   in  anfwer  to  an   argument 
drawn  by  the  Directors  from   their  fo  foon  extri- 
cating themfelves  from  the  embarraflment  it  was  in 
about  the  year    1773,  the    Committee   had  ftated, 
that  they  had  then  more  goods  in  their  warehoufes 
than  now,  by  about  2,6oo,oool.  in  value;  but  that, 
on  the  other  hand,   it  was  true    that  their  floating 
and  expected  property  in  the  prefent  year  was  much 
greater  than  in  1773.     On  this   he   obferved,  that 
it  might  have    tended  to  give  the  Houfe  a  more 
juft  idea  of  the  matter,  if  they  had  gone  on  to  ftate, 
that  the  expected  importation  exceeds  the  former 
by  about  5,200,0001.    being  double   the  difference 
on  which,   to  the  difcredit  of  the  Dire6lors  argu- 
ment, 
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inent,  they  had  animadverted.  That  it  was  affert- 
ed,  that  the  Direclors  had  made  no  provifion  in 
their  eflimate  for  the  expences  at  Bencoolen,  after 
the  firfl  year,  which  would  bring  an  additional 
tharge  of  125,000!.  upon  the  eftimate.  To  this  he 
replied,  that  they  had  made  provifion  for  it,  and 
in  the  only  way  in  which  it  could  or  ought  to  be 
eftimated,  viz.  as  a  charge  on  the  revenues  in  India,  i 
where  they  had  exprefsly  flated  it  in  their  firfl 
Report.  That  it  was  afferted  that  certain  Trea- 
fury  orders  in  Bengal,  amounting  to  fifty  lacks  of 
rupees,  muft  be  added  to  the  amount  of  the  debt 
in  Bengal.  This  aifertion,  he  faid,  was,  no  doubt, 
a  flat  contraditlion  to  the  Direftors  Report,  but 
that  fortunately  it  was  in  its  turn  flatly  contradid- 
fed,  by  the  very  evidence  adduced  by  the  Commit- 
tee in  one  of  their  Appendixes,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears indifpenfibly  that  provifion  is  made  for  their 
difcharge  within  the  current  year.  That  the  Com- 
pany's right  to  certain  goods  taken  in  the  Dutch 
fa£lories  was  obje£ted  to,  oti  the  fcore  of  claims 
made  upon  it  by  immediate  captors.  To  this  be 
replied,  that  the  claims  had  been  juftly  treated  by 
the  Government  of  Bengal  as  frivolous,  and  ex- 
tending no  farther  than  the  Company's  liberality 
might  diftate,  and  that  at  any  rate  the  payment, 
if  any,  would  be  a  payment  in  India,  and  the  goods 
were  unqueftionably  on  the  voyage  to  England. 
That  the  claims  ftated  againft  the  Company  for 
vitlualling  his  Majefty*s  fleet  were  perfedly  unin- 
Y  2  telligible. 
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telligible,  as  the   law   and   the  information  of  fads 
now  ftcod  ;  nor  was  it  pofTibre  to  form  any  judg- 
ment what  fum    was  really  due,  either  on  this  ac- 
count, or  on  account  of  the  pay  of  the  army ;   but 
that  both,  when  afcertsined,  mull  by  law  be  paid  in 
India,  not  in   England,  and  mun.  fall  under  the 
general  unliquidated  demands  on   the  Company's 
property  there,   not  of  a  commercial    nature  and 
on  the    future    revenues,  and   that   they    were  fo 
ilated   in  the   Dire£lors   Report.     That  in  anfwer 
to    the  ideas  thrown    out   from  all    fides    of   the 
Iloufe,  that  the  bills   now   under   difcuflTion  were 
improperly  drawn  from  India,  and  arofe    from  a 
vicious  fyfteni  of  Gondu6l  in  that  refpeft,   he  mud 
beg  leave  to  fay  that  no  fuch  thing  was  the  truth. 
The  bills  ^v^ere  all  drawn  for  the  purchafe  of  car- 
goes for  Europe,  and  for  that  purpafe  only.     The 
war  had  con  fumed  thole  refources,  which,  in  com- 
inon  times,  had  afforded  a  fund  for  fuch  purpofes, 
arid  the  cargoes  could  not,  by  any  human  means, 
be  provided,    without   drawing  the  bills ;  the  one 
was  of  fufficient  value  to  pay  the  other  ;    and,    he 
obferved,  that    taking  the   goods,   the    Houfe    was 
now  gravely   debating,  whether  they  would  allow 
the  Company  to  accept    the    bills.     On  this  head* 
he  appealed  to   the  juftice  of  the  Houfe,  and  re- 
prefented  the  extreme   injury  to  individuals,    and 
the  Company's  credit,   which  arofe    from  keeping 
the  bills  above  a  twelvemonth  without  any  anfwer, 
whether  they  were  to  be  accepted  at  all  or  not  ;^ 

and 
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and  remarked,  that  this  was  a  mucli  greater  hard- 
ship to  the  holders  than    giving   the   additional  in- 
terefl,    and   accepting    the  bills    as  offered.       He 
iikewife  expatiated  on  the  mifchievous  tendency  of 
thefe  reprefentations  to    create  bad  impreffions  on 
the  minds  of  the    Bill- holders.      He    defended  the 
Diredors  from  the   imputation   of  negligence  in 
not  having  yet  fent  out  a  lyflem  of  reduction  for  all 
4he  eftabhlhments  in  India,  which  diould  be  enfor- 
ced by  pofitive  orders  ;   and  he  d^efendcd  the  fer- 
vants  abroad  from   the  imputation   of  fyflenuuicai 
difobedience  of  orders;  and  appealed  to  the  candour 
of  the  Floufe,  whether  it  were  poITible  for  the  Di- 
re6lors  to  take  up  fuch  arrangements  to  any  etTetl, 
while  their  affairs    in    Parliament  remained  unfet- 
tl-ed  :    but  he   faid,    that    he  did   wilh  confidence 
maintain,   that    proper    retrenchments    would    be 
made,  becaufe  he  knew  enough  of  the   fentiments 
of  his  colleagues  in  the  diretlion  to  take  upon  him 
to  fay,  that   they  Jlwiiid  be  made,   as  foon  as  the 
Direulors  could    to    any    purpofe    take    them  up. 
Thefe    are  the  principal  points  of  his  fpeech,  which 
h'C  earnellly  recommended    to  the  conhderdtion  of 
the  Houfe  ;  and  he  ended  with  an  urgent  exhor- 
tation, to  lofe  no  time  in  freeing  the  Company  from 
the   rellraints    impofed  upon  it,  and   to    treat  its 
affaiis  with  that  liberal  juftice  which  the  important 
advantacrcs  derived  to  the  ftate,  through  the    me- 
diuin   of   its    inftitution  and    commerce,   fo    well 
deferved. 

y  q  Mr. 
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Mr.  Fox.        j^j.^  Pq^   made  a  mod  animated  and  able  reply, 
defending  the  Report  of  the  Committee  from  Mr.. 
Atkinfoii's  attacks,   contending  againft  that  gentle- 
man's remarks,  refuting  many  of  his  arguments,  and 
overturning  fome    of   his     pofitions.      Mr.   Fox 
avowed  entertaining  the  famp  opinion  he  had  ever 
held  refpeding   his  own   India   Bill,   and   faid  h? 
hoped  the  Bill  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  bad  fig- 
nified  his  intention    of  bringing  in   nextTuefday 
would  be  like  that    Bill ;  but  if  it   fhoiild  not,  h,e 
declared  he  would   much  rather  the   Right  Hou. 
Gentleman  fhould  put  the  whole  patronage  of  the 
Company  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  than  let  it 
remain  where  it  was.     He   charged  the  gentlemen, 
who  had  aQed  as  the  reprefentatives  of  Mr.  Haft- 
ings  that  day,  with  having  ejchibited  a  paffion,  which 
he  would  not  name,  but  which,  he  faid,  was  fom^- 
thing  as  unlike  modedy  as  poflTible. 
f4r.UunQai.      Mr.  Duudas   faid,  he    would  not  have  rifen    at 
that  late  hour   of  the  night,  had  he  not  been  fo 
particularly  called  upon    and    alluded  to  by  differ- 
ent Gentlemen  in   the  couife   of  the  debate  ;  but 
tliough   be  for  that  reafon  thought  it  nccelLiry  to 
life,   he  did  not   mean   to  gp  into  a  difcuffion  of 
the  feveral  fuhjecls  that  had   been    touched  upon, 
to  any  great   extent.     He  faid,   his  chief  view   in 
rifing,  was  to   endeavour,    at  leaft,    to    bring  the 
niinqs  of  gentlemen  back    to  the    queilion,  which 
fimply  was,   whether  relief  Iliould   be  given  to  the; 
Eafl-India  Company,  as  far   as  regarded  the  litua- 
tion   of     iheir     afTairs    at    Lome  ?      1  his    quef- 

tion 
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tion,  he  conceived,  refled  entirely  on  grounds  more 
immediately  within  the  general  comprehenfion  of 
the  Houfe,  than  the  vaft  variety  of  topics  that  had 
been  ftated,and  difcufled,  with  regard  to  the  ntua- 
tionofthe  affairs  of  the  Company  abroad,  the  flate 
of  their  bond  debt  in  Bengal,  the  probable  inveft- 
ments  that  would  be  made  for  fome  years  to  come, 
and  how  far  their  claims  upon  certain  renters  in 
the  Carnatic  were  likelv  to  be  fatisfied.  The  in- 
formation the  Houfe  had  before  them,  and  which 
had  not  only  given  occafion  to  the  pre  lent  quef- 
tions  being  moved,  but  which  alfo  formed  the  fole 
grounds  the  Houfe  could  decide  uoon,  arofe  out 
of  a  petition  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  arking 
a  farther  refpite  of  duties,  and  a  Report  of  the 
Dire£lors  of  that  Company,  dating  the  condiiion 
of  their  affairs,  together  with  a  Report  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  Houfe,  alledcrincr  certain  fatls  as  the 
refuit  of  the  inveftigation  they  had  been  employed 
in  condu£ling.  Among  the  other  caufes  of  his 
having  been  appealed  to  in  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bate, one  had  been  on  account  of  his  having  a6led 
as  a  Member  of  the  Committee  that  made  the 
Report,  ftating  certain  comments  upon  the  Report 
of  the  Eaft-India   Diredors.     With  regard  to  that 

o 

circumflance,  he  had  little  fhare  indeed  in  the 
drawing  of  the  Report,  which  was  chiefly  founded 
OLit  of  materials  collefted  by  others,  wherewith 
great  induflry,  ability,  and  judgment,  had  made  a 
confiderable  progvefs  in  digefting  the   a^ccQur^  of 

Y  4.  the 
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the  fa61s  Hated  to  the  Houfe,  as  the  refult  of  their 
inveftigation,  before  he  was  chofen  a  Member  of 
the  Committee.  Not  that  -he  meant  by  faying 
this,  to  fflift  from  off  his  ftioulders  any  re- 
fponfibilily  that  might  be  thought  to  belong  to 
every  individual  member  of  that  Committee ;  he 
meant  merely  to  difclaim  any  of  the  raeiit  that 
the  Report  was  entitled  to,  acknowledging  at  the 
fame  time,  as  it  had  his  com.plete  concurrence,  he 
was  chargeable  in   common   with  the  red  of  the 

O 

Committee   xvith    its    demerit.     The  materials    of 
the  Report,  however,  having  been  for   the   chief 
part  colleCied  before  he   was  upon  the  Committee, 
the  befl  way  of  difcharging   his  duty  he  felt  to  be 
by  comparing  the    fa61s  feleded  to  be  reported 
with  the  information  and    the  evidence    whence 
thofe  fafts  had  been  adduced,  and  upon   finding 
that  the  one  fully  bore  out  the  other,  he  had  joined 
in  opinion  with  the   relt   of  the   Committee,  that 
thcfe  fa8s  were  fit  to  be  reported.     The  Commit- 
tee, Mr.  Dundas  faid,  had  been  unanimous  in  con- 
fining themfelves  to  fa6ls  folely,  and  in  not  an- 
nexing opinions  upon   thofe  fadls ;    this  ihey  had 
been    induced  Jo  agree  to,   from  its  being  evident 
that  upon  the  fame  fa£is  there  might  be  dififerent 
opinions,  and  therefore  to  have  gone  into  opinion, 
would   have    led  to  endlefs  controverfy.     Having 
thus    explained  what   the  Committee  had  limited 
themfelves  to  in  preparing   the  Report,  he  faid,  he 
held  himfeif  as  free,  in  confequence  of  what  he  had 

mentioned, 
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nientioned,  to  difcufs  the  fa6ls  dated  in  the  Report 
of  the  Committee,  and  to  leafon  upon  thern,  as  any 
Gentleman  who  had  not  been  of  the  Committee. 
He  then  entered  into  a  confideration  of  feveral  of 
the  remaiks  and  aniraadverfions  upon  the  Report 
made  by  Mr.  Atkinfon,  admitting  the  propriety  of 
fome.  and  denying  that  others  were  founded.  Af- 
ter going  through  this  difcuffion,  he  faid,  the  fhort 
queftion  was,  Were  that  Floufe  willing,  in  confide- 
lation  of  what  they  knew  of  the  ftate  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company's  affairs,  to  afford  the  Company, 
that  relief  neceiTary  to  the  carrying  on  of  their 
trade  ? — Or  were  they,  from  an  idea  that  the  Com- 
pany's atPairs  were  in  an  unpromihng  condition, 
ready  then  to  feize  the  goods  in  their  ware- 
houfes,  and  to  recover  the  money  due  to  the  pub- 
he  for  duties,  by  an  immediate  fale  of  fuch  of  the 
property  of  the  Company,  as  was  then  capable  of 
being  attached  ?  For  one,  hedeclared,  he  had  not 
the  fmalleft  difficulty  in  faying  he  was  not  ready  to 
give  his  confent  to  any  fuch  attachment ;  but  he 
was,  on  the  contrary,  perfeQiy  ready  to  join  in 
affording  the  Company  the  relief  the  exiaencv  of 
their  affairs  at  home  demanded.  He  entered  into 
an  explanation  of  the  nature  cf  the  relief  that  the 
Company  had  petitioned  for,  and  fiiewed  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  the  rcquifition  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  and  the  fafety  with  which  that  requi- 
fitiod  might  be  complied  with,  on  the  part  of  the 
pubhc,      1  he    refpite  of  duties  was   all  that  was 

arKcd 
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afked,  and,  as  a  fecurity  for  that  lefpite.  the  public 
would  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  being  certain,  that 
the  Company's  warehoufes  were  fo  full  of  goods,  as 
to  contain  a  lufficient  quantity  to  furnifh^an  annual 
fale  to  full  the  ufual  amount  of  the  Company's 
fales,  for  three  years  to  come,  and  a  profpetl  fcarcely 
liable  to  failure,  that  thofe  warehoufes  would  re- 
ceive a  fupply  of  goods  from  India,  fully  equal 
to  the  continuance  of  the  Company's  fales  for 
three  years  longer  than  the  three  years  immedi- 
ately commencing.  Add  to  this,  that  the  fatisfac- 
tion  would  have  fo  much  folidity  in  if,  that  the 
goods  of  the  Company  in  their  warehoufes  would, 
during  the  whole  fix  years,  be  liable  to  attachment 
at  the  fuit  of  the  public,  at  any  time  that  the  pub- 
lic fhould  think  their  fafcty  as  creditors  of  the 
Company  required  fuch  a  proceeding.  Mr.  Dun- 
da  shaving  thus  briefly,  but  plainly,  ftated  the  real 
cafe  between  the  public  and  the  Company,  went 
into  a  copious,  but  clear  difcuifion  of  the  principal 
reafonings  that  had  been  held  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  on  the  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs,  and  the 
probable  chance,  fhould  peace  continue,  of  their 
em.erging  fpeedily  from  debt,  and  growing  rapidly 
into  wealth.  In  the  prcgrefs  of  this  dilcuffion,  he 
replied  to  feveral  of  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Francis, 
Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Fox,  and  anfu^ered  the  appeal 
that  had  been  made  to  him  relative  to  the  opinions 
he  had  formerly  delivered  on  the  fubje£l  of  Mr. 
ijaflings's  condu6l,  in  very  marly  anddireft  terras. 

Ho 
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He  obferved,   that  he  had  been  charged  on  the 
one   hand  with  not   havhig   carried   the  declara- 
tions of  his   opinion  upon   the  condu6t   of"   Mr, 
Hallings  far  enough  ;  and  on  the  other,  with  hav- 
ing pulhed  them  too  far.     This  was,  hp  faid,  pre- 
cifely  the  fituation  he  fliould  be  moil  ardently  de- 
fnous  of  ftandins:  in  with  regard  to  Mr.  Haftin'Ts, 
viz.  between  the  two  extremes,  and  to  be  confidered 
as  neither  a  harfh  cenfor  of  that  Gentleman,  nor  as 
too  enthufiaftic  an  eulogift.      His  opinion  of  Mr.   , 
Haftings  at  that  moment  was   exatftly  what  it  ever 
had  been.       He  acquitted  Mr.  Haftings  mofl:  de- 
cidedly of  having  caufed    the  Maratta  war,   but  he 
thought  Mr.  Hallings  to  blame  for  not  having  put 
an  end  to  that  war  fooner  by  mearis  of  the  treaty  of 
Poorunda.     While  he  pafled   fo  much  blame  on 
the  condu6l  of  Mr.  Haflings,   it  was  a  debtof  juf- 
tice,  that  he  fliould  declare  when  the  Carnatic  was 
invaded,  Mr.  Hadings  proved  himfelf  a  man  of  re- 
fources,  a  man  of  a  vigorous   mind,  and   an  able 
chieftain,  by  the  exertions  he  made  for  the  relief  of 
Fort  St.   George.     It   ought  to  be   remembered, 
that  at  the  moment  when  the  Carnatic  was  fo>un- 
expeftedly  invaded,  had  not  the  ill-condu61;  of  Hy- 
dcr  Ally,  his  timidity,  or  want  of  confidence  in  his 
army,  or  fome  unknown  caufe  or   other,  prevented 
his  marching  his  troops  up  to  the  walls  of  Fort  St. 
George,  Madras  mufthave  fallen.     At  that  critical 
period,  when  the  other  Members  of  the  Supreme 
Council  at  Bengal  met  again  and  again,  and' parted 

in 
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in  defpair,  \vithout  refolving  on  any  meafure  what- 
ever, Mr.  Hafiings  alone  determined  on  a  vigorous 
eEFort  to  retrieve  the  defperate  affairs  of  the  Com- 
pany in  India  ;  and  there  was  not  a  doubt,  but  by 
fpiritedly  carrying  the  bold  enterprize  he  deter- 
mined on  by  his  uimoas  Minute  of  Council  into 
fpeedy  effeS,  he  faved  Madras.  Mr.  HaRings  al- 
fo,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  had  all  the  merit  he  afTumed. 
in  his  letter  of  the  i6ih  of  December  laft,  of  hav- 
ing on  many  critical  occafions  fupported  the  other 
Prelidencies  by  a  prompt  and  liberal  relief.  Having 
done  Mr.  Mailings  judice,  Mr.  Dundas  recurred  to 
other  topics,  but  they  were  not  of  that  importance 
peceOary  for  a  minute  detail.  Before  he  concluded, 
he  took  notice  of  what  Mr.  Fox  had  faid,  relative  to 
the  Bill  intended  to  be  brought  in  for  the  regi^Jation 
of  the  government  of  India.  He  faid,  it  would 
not  be  fimilar  to  that  brought  in  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  himfelf  before  Chridmas  ;  but  would 
be  a  Bill  giving  energy  to  the  laws  already  in 
being,  and  obliging  Government  £0  aci  upon  thofe 
laws,  and  to  a6l  upon  them  with  vigour,  in- 
iicad  of  letting  them  remain  tied  up  as  mufty 
rolls  of  Parliament,  perfedly  ufelefs,  upon  the 
foelves  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  office. 
Sir  Gregory  Sir  Gve^oTy  Page  Turner  declared  the  credit  of 
r.trt  the  country  at  large,    and   the  credit   of  the  Eail- 

India  Company,  were  neatly  related  ;  that  the  latter 
was  covjin  gervuin  to  the  former,  and  that  both 
ought  to   be   fupported.      He    hoped,    therefore, 

the 
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(he  Houfe  would  grant  the  relief  required  by  ihe 
Company.  lie  threw  out  feme  alTertions  about  ihc 
Company's  dividend,  that  were  not  extremely- cafy 
to  be  comprehended  :  at  lead  we  had  net  tlie 
good  fortune  to  underftand  them.  He  faid, 
he  would  I'upport  the  Bill  Mr.  Pitt  iLould  bring  in 
for  the  re<iaIalion  of  the  crovernment  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company's  affairs,  becaufe  he  declared  he 
had  confidence  in  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlem.'.n,  and 
was  thence  perfuaded  the  Bill  would  be  a  good  one. 
He  apologized  to  the  Houfe  for  having  taken  up  a 
moment  of  their  time,  and  declared  he  ihould  not 
have  done  fo,  but  for  fomething  that  had  fallen  from 
the  lips  of  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  be  a  match  for  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  in 
point  of  talents:  he  knew  he  was  an  infignificans 
individual,  but  he  was  neverthelefs  an  independent 
Member  of  Parliament,  and  as  an  independent 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  he  had  a  right  to  fpeak 
iiis  mind. 

Mr.  Dempfler  faid,  he  had  been  perfedly  alio-  Mr.  Demg- 
niflied  at  the  declaration  relative  to  the  Report  of 
thz  Committee,  of  which  he  had  been  an  unworthy 
Member,  that  had  been  made  by  an  Pion.  Gen- 
tleman, who,  though  he  had  fpoken  with  great  in- 
genuity, bad  in  his  judgment  c.xprefTed  more  plau- 
fibility  than  argument.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
declared  that  there  was  no  one  part  of  the  Report 
:hat  was  not  founded  in  error,  and  that  he  would 
prove    it.      'ibis     promife,    however,   the    Hon. 

Gentleman 
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V*'  Gentleman    had    not  kept,    and    he   was  not  fur- 
^Diized  at  it ;  for  a  Report  framed  with  more  pain.'i, 
br  drawn  up  in  a  greater  flile  of  candour,  he  be- 
lieved had  never  been  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
Houfe.     Every  thing  that  was  fair  and  liberal  had 
marked  the  condu6l  of  the  Committee.     They  had 
tndeavonred  to  hold   a   confultation  with  fome  of 
the  DireClors,   and    to  learn  from  them,  whether 
the  fafts  that    the  Report  proceeded  upon  were  as 
they  underftood  them   or  not ;  but   this  plan  h?:d 
teen  prevented,  by  thofe  DirfeQorsinfifting  on  hav- 
ing   the  queHions    the   Committee  wiflied    to  afk 
ihem,  ftaled  in  writing,  and    theti  refuhng  to  an- 
fwer  them,  till  they  had  carried  them  to  the  other 
Diredlors,  and   taken    the  opinion    of  thofe  who' 
formed  the  Dii'eclors   Report   of  the    ftate  of  their 
affairs.     This    the  Houfe  would  fee  could  not  be 
complied  with,  becaufe  it  woUld  have  led  to  fuch 
a  length,  and  coll  fo  much    time,   that  nO  Report 
could  have  been  completed  fo  as  to  have  been  pre- 
fented   that   feffion.     Mr.   Demptler    faid  farther, 
that  when  the  Committee  were  intent  on  the  moir 
important  part  of  their   duty,   he   had  been  called 
Hway  to  attend  an   Eleflion  Corhmittee.     He  had 
no  claim  therefore  to  the  praife  due  to  the  framers 
of  the  Repoit,  but   he  was   perfuaded  they    had 
great  claim  to  the  applaufe  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the 
country.     He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  his  friend 
Mr.  Fox  did  not  mean  to    refufe  the  Eaft- India 
Company  the  relief   they    Hood   in  need  of.     He 

only 
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only  wiflieJ  that  the  regulation  of  government  oL 
the  Company's  affairs  might  precede  the  relief. 
That  rcquefl  was  certainly  reafonable.  There  was 
one  circumftance,  Mr.  Deinpfter  faid,  that  had 
fallen  from  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  with  which  he 
differed  ;  and  he  was  fure  before  hand,  that  when 
he  did  differ  from  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  he  muft 
be  in  the  wrong.  The  circumftance  he  alluded  to, 
he  faid,  was,  Mr.  Fox's  expreffion  of  a  wi(h,  that 
the  Eall- India  Company's  affairs  were  in  the  hands 
of  Government :  He  besr^ed  leave  to  deprecate  that 
idea.  Rather  than  fee  the  Eaff-India  Company's 
affairs  in  the  hands  of  Government,  or  in  other 
words,  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  he  vvilhed  the 
dire^ion  to  continue  where  it  now  was.  Much  ra- 
ther would  he  fee  it  ever  fo  egregioufly  mifma- 
nagedby  the  Court  of  Direftors,  than  ever  fo  well 
managed  by  the  Crown.  The  moment  the  Crown 
had  got  it  into  its  hands,  there  was,  from  that  mo- 
ment, an  end  of  the  liberties  of  this  country.  Per- 
haps, after  all,  the  idea  he  had  formerly  fuggcfted 
refpefting  India  would  be  found  to  be  the  mod  rea-» 
fonable  and  die  raoft:  advantacreous.  Abandon  all 
thoughts  of  adapting  any  government  to  it !  Give 
lip  the  fovereignty,  and  ht  it  remain'  an  indepen- 
dent ft  ate,  connected  with  us  by  ties  of  commerce  ? 
Such  a  conneflion  would  prove  infinitely  advan- 
tageous to  Great  Britain  ;  while  all  projects  of  a 
Britifh  government  applied  to  India  were  utterly 
impo0ible  to  be  carried  intoeffe6l.  It  was  imprac- 
ticable 
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ticable  for  this  country,   at  fo  great  a  diftance  from 

India,  to  govern  it  with  any  advantage  either  to  the 

'  natives,  or  to  the    benefit  of  Great   Britain.     We 

might  talk  of  our  feelings  for  the  natives  of  India, 

DO  ' 

of  our  humanity  toivards  them,  and  our  afxeclion 
for  them,  and  our  tender  regard  for  their  interefts. 
Thofe  alTertions  would  be  found  to  be  mere 
words  and  empty  air.  It  was  not  in  hum  m  na- 
ture to  carry  the  theory  into  pra£lice.  We  might 
talk  of  it,  but  we  could  never  accompliHi  it. 

At  length  the  queQion  was  put  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at  one  in  the   morning. 


Monday,  July  5,    17B4. 

REPORT  FROM     THE     SELECT    COMMITTZE    ON   THE 
COLCHESTER     ELECTION. 

^.  ^,  ,  Sir  Herbert  Mackworth  thereon    moved  a   new 

Sir  HcrWt  rt 
Mackwoith.  Writ. 

Mr  Pe   er       ^^'''  -^^^^TJiey   General  defired    the  attention    of 

^^^'^'        the  Houfe   to  this  bufmefs;  the   Committee,    he 

faid,   had   undoubtedly   decided   as  to  the   feat  of 

one  of  the  fitting  A4embers,  but   their  report  was 

imperfed,  as  they  gave  no  opinion   refpe6ling  the 

,  cafe   of  the    petitioner   '     and    he    compared    this 

,  cafe  with  a  precedent  in    the  Journals,  refpeQing 

the  St.   Ive's  Ele61ion,   fhevving,   that   in  that  in- 

.  fiance  the  Committee  had   clearly  marked  and  ai- 

ceitained  the  neceffity  of  a  new  Writ. 

Sir 
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^ix  Herbert  Madworih  contended,  that  the  Re-s^rH^rhen; 
folution    which  he   had    reported  was   fufficiently    ''"'^" *' 
clear  and  full.     He    was   proceeding  to  flate  fome 
circumftances,  when 

The  Speaker  interrupted    him,  and  begged  that  The  Sp?ak. 
no  Gentleman  of  the    Committee  would  ftate   any"" 
of  the  proceedings,  with  which  the   Koufe  had  on 
the  prefent  motion  no  concern. 

JWr.  Powys  perfedly  agreed  with  the  Speaker  as  ^^'■•fowri. 
to  this  caution;  and  as    to   the   propriety   of  iiTu- 
inganewwrit.      He   faid  it   might  be  decided  by 
aflcing  whether  the  Committee  had  adjourned  ; — 
which  being  anfwered  in  the  negative, 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  at  any  rate  the  Houfe  had  Mr.  Edsn. 
no  alternative,  but  mull  of  courfe  ifiue  a  new 
writ : — He  agreed  with  his  learned  friend  (the 
Attorney  General)  that  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  extremely  imperfefi,  and  placed  the 
Houfe  in  a  degree  of  embarraflment,  v/here  it  was 
necelfary  to  prefume  either  that  the  Committee 
had  completed  the  enquiry  entrutled  to  them,  or 
that  they  had  given  an  incomplete  decifion  : — It 
was  not  to  be  doubted  under  fuch  a  circumPcance 
that  the  Houfe  would  give  credit  to  their  own 
Committee  for  having  acted  with  common  juilice 
and  common  fenfe. 

Mr.  l^orke  delivered  his  mind  on  the  fubje61:.         Mr.  roikc 

Mr.  Orde  faid,   that  if  the  Houi'e  did  not  ilfue  a  Mr.  Oruc* 
new  Writ   there   could  be   no    new   hleClion,  the 
Committee  being  dillolved. 

Writ  ordered. 
Vol.  li.  Z  SECOND 
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SFCOND- READING  OF   THE  SMUGGLING  BILL. 

Mr.  Eden.        Mr.  Eden  faid,  that    he  had  fome  ob;e6lions  to 
parts  of  this   Bill,  which,  involving   confiderations 
of  fonie  difficulty,   and  at  the   fame  time  of  fome 
itnportance,  ought   in  candour  to  be  flated  in  the 
prefent  O^age  of  the  proceeding,   that  the  Law  Of- 
ficers of  the  Crown  miaht  rive    them  a  due  atten- 
tion.      He    had    great  doubts  as   to  the  propriety* 
and  indeed  as  to  tlie  meaning  of  the  words,  which 
extend  the  powers  of  fearch  and  feizure  "  over  the 
*'  Four  Seas  ;"  he  had  afked,  both  of  lawyers  and 
feamen,  fome  explanation  of  thofe  words,  and  had 
not  found  any    two  men   who  concurred  in  their 
opinions  refpefting  them  ;  fome    extending    their 
import  into  the  Atlantic  on  the  one  hand,  and  to 
the  North  Pole   on  the  other  ;  and  all  concurring 
to  give,    even  in   the    moft  limited  fcnfe.    fuch  an 
extent  as  would  be  attended  with  many  embarraflf- 
ir.ents  of  a  very    feiious  nature.     He  had  another 
ob-e£lion,  which,  he  hoped,  was  only  a  miflake  in 
drawing  the  Bill ;  but  there  was  a  claufe  which  ex- 
prefsly  gave  a  right  to    feize    and  examine  all  vef- 
fels  of  any  nation  in  time  of  peace,  within  the  afore- 
laid    indefinite   defcription    of  the  Four  Seas  :   He 
objeded  alfo  to  ihe  claufe  which  gave  a    power  of 
confifcation  to  one  juftice   on  the  oaih  of  one  wit- 
nefs ;  and  to  that  which  exempts  from  the  provi- 
fjons  of  the  aft.   all    veHels    coming:  from  America 
or  Africa,  and  }  et    does  not    mention    the    Eall- 

India 
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iFidia  vciFels.  He  alfo  objefled  to  the  impropriety 
of  fubiefling:  tradincT  veOTels  to  exoenfive  licences 
from  the  Admiralty  (to  which  Mr.  Pitt  feemed 
ftrongly  to  airentj.  He  Hated  other  minute  ob- 
je:t-ioriS  ;  but  wifhed  that  the  more  mateiial  ones 
might  be  confidered  previous  to  the  commitmcn\ 

hir.JVilhr/orce  ohjeSied  flrongly  to  the   fubje6t- ^^■"•^^^'ber- 
ing  vefTels   to   forfeiture,    bccaufe  they     might    be 
found  to  have  teii   or   fpirits    aboard,  though  con- 
trary to  the  knowledge  of  the  owners  or  oilicers. 

Mr.  Attornty  Gcnerah\\^\xxtd  him.  that  the  claufe'*'^'"-  P-pper 
of  which  lis    compbined  would  not  have  any  bad 
effect. 

Mr.  iVWjo/^d"  fapported  Mr.   Wilberforce's    ob- '^^'■- ^fai- 
jeciion. 

Bill  committed  for  Friday. 


Friday,  July  6,    1784. 

EAST-INDIA    AFFAIRS. 

Major  Scott  obferved,  that  in  looking  over  theM.j  Scatt 
Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Selcd  Committee, 
he  -expetiled  to  find  an  account  of  the  Supphes  fent 
from  B«ngal  to  N'ladras  and  Bombay  during  the 
war ;  but  as  that  account  was  not  included,  he 
would  move  for  periniiTion  to    bring   it  forward, 

Z  2  .      for 
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for  two  reafons  :  The  one,  becaufe  it  would  ap- 
pear that  above  feven  milhons  tv,?o  hundred  and 
ninety  thoufand  pounds  had  been  fent  for  the  fuo- 
port  of  the  war  in  Bengal,  in  five  years  ;  the 
other,  that  it  would  tend  to  convince  Gentlemea 
how  capable  Bengal  was  of  paying  off  its  prefent 
incumbrances,  and  alhlling  the  country,  if  we 
enjoyed  a  fev/  years  peace;  for  the  Major  obferved, 
it  was  a  fa6l  which  did  not  admit  of  difpute,  that 
the  revenues  of  Bengal  and  its  inveflments  had 
been  confiderably  improved  during  the  war.  Major 
Scott  then  added,  that  perhaps  what  he  was  going 
to  fay  was.'  not  ftriclly  regular,  but  it  had  been 
mentioned  by  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  not  thea 
in  his  place,  in  the  laO;  debate,  that  though  Gen- 
tlemen of  a  certain  defcription  in  the  Houfe  might 
not  be  remarkable  for  abilities,  they  certainly  were 
formidable  from  their  numbers.  The  fiiH;  obfer- 
vation  he  would  not  prefume  to  difpute.  The 
fecond  he  would  deny,  by  an  appeal  to  fafls; 
for  though  this  alTertion  had  been  repeated  in  all 
the  newfpapers,  in  pamphlets,  and  in  one  in  par- 
ticular lately  publifhed,  entitled,  A  Rcprefentation 
to  his  Majedy,  he  could  alTure  the  Iloufe,  that 
from  a  ftricl  examination  of  the  lifts  01  the  late  and 
prefent  Parliament,  he  found  that  theie  u'ese  fewer 
of  thofe  gentlemen  v.'h'o  compofe  the  India  Mem- 
bers, as  they  are  called,  by  two  in  this  Parliament 
than  in  the  laft,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fcf- 
ficn,  as  appeared  from  an  accurate  hft,  which   he 

then 
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then  held  in  his  hand  *.  Thefe  tv/o  gentlemen 
had  been  ele6led  lately,  and  fat  one  on  each  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  and  at  this  moment  there  were  pre- 
cifely   the  fame  number   of  gentlemen   who  had 

ferved 
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*  A  Lil^  cf  India  Direflors,   Captains  of  Indlameni  Ships 
Hufbands,  in  the  late  and  prefent  Parliament  : 


LATE. 

Richard  Barwellj 
Thomas  Farrer, 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher, 
Hon.  E.  Mondon, 
Sir  Heclor  Munro, 
Sir  Robert  Palk, 
John  Peachey, 
C.  W.  B.  Rous 
Sir  Thomas  Rumboldj 
Sir  Francis  Sykes, 
John  V/ebb. 
N.  W.  Wraxall, 
H.  J.  Strachey, 
Paul  Benfield> 
Robert  Gregory, 
T.  Bates  Rous, 
Captain  Rumbold, 
General  Smith, 
j.  M.  Smith, 
George  Stratton, 
S.  Durand, 
Sir  Richard  Hothais, 
John  Macpherfon, 
George  Graham, 
S  tephen  Lufhington, 


PRESENT. 

Richard  Barwell, 
Thomas  Farrer, 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher, 
Hon.  E.  Monflon^ 
Sir  Hedor  Munro, 
Sir  Robert  Palk, 
John  Peachey, 

C.  W.  B.  Rous, 

Sir  Thomas  Rumbold, 
Sir  Francis  Sykes, 
John  Webb, 
N.  W.  Wraxall, 
H.  J.  Strachey, 
James  Amyatt, 
John  Call, 
Philip  Francis, 
John  Hunter, 
Robert  Prefton, 
John  Scotl, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
George  Vanfittart, 

D.  Walkinton, 
Edward  Cotsfurd, 
L.  Darell, 

John  Grant, 

3 


Jacob 


34-i 


Pitt. 


PARLIAMENTARY        [A.  1784. 

fert'ed  the  Eafl-India  Company  in  any  capacity  at 
home  or  abroad,  in  this  Parliament  as  there  wa's 
in  the  laft. 

EAST     INDIA     BILL.* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  Affairs  of  the  Eafl-India  Company,  agreeably 
to  the  notice  he  had  given  lafl:  Friday,  lie  began 
a  very  long  fpeech  with  fome  general  remaiks  en 
the  magnitude  of  the  fubjetl  he  was  that  day  to 
fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament,  and  the  great 
importance  of  the  meafures  he  fliould  have  to  pro-  J 
pofe  upon  it,  in  regard  to  their  relation  to  the  ^ 
commerce  of  Great  Britain,  the  happinefs  and 
profpeiity  of  our  fellow  fubjefts  in  India,  and, 
above  all,  to  the  Conftitution  of  this  Country. 
He  faid  our  pofiTeirions  in  India  had  long  contri- 
buted fo  m.uch  to  the  refources,  and  to  the  wealth, 
and  confequently  to  the  llrength  of  this  country, 
that  even  before  this-  Empire  was  fo  confiuerab}y 
difmcmber^dj  as  it  had  been  in  the   courfe  of  the 


J  cob  Wilkin  Ton, 
George  Johnltoue, 
John  Tovvnfon, 
Samuel  Smith,  junior. 
Sir  William  J^me?,  30 


W.  Devaynet, 

Richard  Atkinfon, 

Francis  B.irirg, 

Paul  Le  Mei"urier, 

Samuel  Sn^ith,  jani'cr.  jo. 

Lo^dClive  and  his  friends  are  not  included  in  this  lift,  nor 
Mr.  Towiifvn,  who  is  oOt  of  the  Dirc(^iort,  by  rotation  ;  how- 
ever they  i:rc  noted,  left  it  {hould  be  tliought  they  belong  to 
uhat  is.  called  the  India  intereft  in  Parliament. 

*  For  a  Co/7  ^^  ^''^  l^ill  f°e  the  End  of  thii  Volume. 
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late  war,  no  man  had  been  accudomed  to  regard 
them  with  indifference  ;  but  now  their  prefervation 
and  profperity  became  objeds  infinitely  more  mag- 
nified, in  confequence  of  what  we  had  loft.  It  be- 
hoved the  Houfe  therefore  to  a6l  with  the  mofl: 
ferious  caution  in  adopting  meafures  for  the  better 
government  of  India  at  home  and  abroad,  and  ever 
to  hold  in  mind,  that  the  queftion  of  that  day  in- 
volved in  it  many  complicated  interefts,  fince  on 
the  good  or  ill  effed  of  the  Bill  to  be  broucrht  in, 
would  materially  depend  the  future  profperity  of 
the  commerce  of  this  country,  and,  what  was  by  no 
jneans  a  fubordinate  confideration  in  the  mind  of 
any  man  imprefi'ed  with  the  feelings  of  humanity 
and  juilice,  the  future  happinefs  and  comfort  of 
the  innumerable  defcription  of  peifons  in  India, 
who  lived  under,  or  had  any  conne6lion  with  our 
Government  there  ;  thefe  two  points  alfo  compre- 
hended the  elTential  article  of  the  refourccs  derived 
by  us  from  our  connexion  with  India,  and  what 
Hill  was  mod  effential  of  all,  the  fafety  and  ex- 
iftence  of  the  Britifii  Conftitution.  He  acknow- 
ledged, that  he  felt  no  fmall  degree  of  fatisfaction 
in  the  affurance,  that  at  the  moment  when  he  bad 
to  propofe  fuch  meafures  for  the  future  govern- 
ment of  India,  and  the  condu6l  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  as  to  his  judgment  ap- 
peared  mod  applicable,  there  no  longer  exilled  any 
dansier  of  the  bell  and  mofl  facred  rights  of  En- 
glilhmen  being  made  a  facrifice  to  the  ambitious 
Z  4  projefts 
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projeds  of  thofe,  who,  under  the  necelTity  that 
aSlually  exiUcd,  had  taken  the  defperate  refokition 
that  nothincr  ibort  of  meafures  of  the  moft  decifive 
and  extreme  nature,  and  meafures  f^ir  exceeding 
the  necclTity  of  the  cafe,  could  be  effectual.  He 
thanked  God,  fo  great  a  facrifice  had  been  efcaped, 
and  he  trufled  that  the  fenfe  plainly  and  incon- 
trovertibiy  declared  to  be  entertained  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  by  the  majority  of  the  people  of  England, 
would  prove  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of  that 
Houfe ;  and  that  they  would  join  with  him  in  opi- 
nion, that  although  it  muft  on  all  hands  be  ad- 
mitted, that  there  did  exiil  a  great  and  urgent  ne- 
ceflity  for  the  interference  of  the  Legiflature  with 
regard  to  the  Eafl- India  Company,  and  the  future 
government  of  our  pofleffions  in  India,  yet,  that 
neither  fiate-policy,  nor  common  prudence,, called 
fo*r  the  Legifiature's  proceeding  beyond  the  limit 
of  the  exilling  neceffity,  much  lefs  of  going  the 
length  either  of  deftroying  the  rights  of  any  indi- 
viduals or  bodies  of  men,  eftablifhed  upon  the 
moft  facred  of  all  foundations,  the  exprefs  words 
of  folemn  charters  recognized  and  confirmed  by 
repeated  A£ls  of  Parliament,  or  of  dire6Hy  chang- 
ing the  Confiitution  of  the  country,  and  departing 
from  thofe  known  principles  of  Government,  which 
the  wifdom  of  our  anceOors  had  provided,  and 
which  had  proved  for  ages  the  great  barrier  of  fecu- 
rity  to  the  hberties  of  Engliflimen. 

It 
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It  was,  he  faid,  to  be  acknowledged  on  alK 
hands,  that  no  rights  of  any  body  of  men,  how- 
ever confeiTed  to  be  rights  of  the  moft  facred  fort, 
could  fuperfede  ftate-neceffity.  To  that,  and  that 
alone,  they  muOt  give  way  ;  but  then  it  ought  ever 
to  be  a  rule  of  condu6l  with  thofe  to  whofe  lot  it 
fell  to  aft  under  fuch  a  neceffity,  to  take  care  that 
they  did  not  exceed  it.  Nothing  but  fuch  a  ne- 
ceffity could  warrant  any  Government  in  proceed- 
ing to  do,  v;hat  mufl:  be  an  unwelcome  talk  for 
all  who  had  any  concern  in  its  execution ;  but 
when  they  found  themfclves  obliged  to  difcharge 
a  duty  of  that  irk  Tome  nature,  they  ought  to  pro- 
ceed Vv'arily,  and  with  all  poflible  tendernefs  and 
regard  for  thofe  with  \vhofe  rights  they  felt  them- 
felves  obliged  to  interfere,  and  to  be  affured,  that 
in  endeavouring  to  do  all  that  their  duty  required, 
they  did  not  unneceffarily  tear  up  by  the  roots  and 
annihilate  thofe  rights,  that  were  of  eiTential  con- 
lideration,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  touched, 
becaufe  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  did  not  adualiy 
require  it. 

Having  made  an  exordium  fomewhat  to  this 
purport,  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  flate,  that  the 
fyftem  of  Government  in  England  and  in  India 
fhould  be  one  and  the  fame,  and  that  it  fliould  be 
equally  the  ©bje£l  in  both  to  check  oppreffion, 
rapine  and  prodigality.  I'he  great  confiderations 
to  be  looked  to  in  the  regulation  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  were  threefold :  the  commerce  of 

Ibis 
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this  coun!Ty  with  that,  and  conrequently  the  rc- 
fuurces  we  derived  from  it;  the  interefls  of  the 
inhabitants  there;  and  the  connexion  .that  the  ma- 
nagement of  both  had  with  our  o'au  Conilituiion. 
Great  inconvenience  mufl,  under  the  befl  poihbie 
deviG^d  form  of  Government,  neceffarily  avife  from 
the  circumQance  of  any  country  deriving  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  her  rcfources  from  a  dependency 
at  lo  great  a  diflance;  and  this  rnafl  alfb  add  to 
the  extreme  difficulcv  of  governing  India  from 
home,  becaufe  that  diiiance  muil  uecefiTarily  pre- 
vent the  Government  at  home,  and  thofe  who  Iill- 
ed  the  executive  ofTices  in  India,  from  afiing  v^ith 
equal  views.  For  this  reafon,  he  mutl  repeat  v/hat 
he  had  before  taken  the  liberty  to  (la'c,  when  the 
lubjett  had  been  under  the  confideration  of  t^  e 
laft  Parliament,  that  as  no  plan  of  Government 
for  India  that  human  wifdom  could  fuggeft,  was 
capable  of  perfetfion,  fo  he  Wrjs  far  fr-^-m  pre- 
fuming  to  think,  that  the  plan  he  Ihould  propofe 
would  not  occahon  much  difference  of  opinitju,  and 
be  liable  to  a  vaiiety  of  objections.  He  could  only 
with  great  hun.ility  fubmit  that  plan  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Paiharaent,  which  from  the  matured  con- 
fideration he  had  been  able  to  felett  as  the  moll 
praQicdble  and  the  moft  confonant  to  the  prcfent 
Conftiiution  ;  confcious  at  the  fame  time,  that  it 
was  impodible  for  him.  with  fo  many  different 
fubjeds  to  attend  to,  to  have  found  ieifure  to  do 
^uflice   to   a    matter    of   fuScient   impoitance    to 

en^rofs 

1    9 


A.  17^4,]  DEBATES.  347 

engrofs  the  attention  of  any  man,  whofe  mind  had 
been  vacant  and  unoccupied  by  other  objeds. 
To  proceed  however  to  the  bufinefs  to  be  Itated, 
he  obferved,  that  it  could  not  be  denied,  that  in 
every  projeft  of  Government  of  India,  there  muO; 
be  an  acceffion  of  influence  fomevvhere,  which  it  be- 
came that  Houfe  and  the  people  in  general  always 
to  regard  with  extreme  jealoufy.  That  influence, 
for  obvious  reafons,  fhould  not  be  left  at  home, 
but  might  with  greater  fafety  be  trufted  abroad 
in  India,  where  the  executive  power  mufl.  be  lodged, 
as  every  man  mufl  fee  the  necefTuy  of  having  a  Go- 
vernment aftive  on  the  fpot,  yet  not  independent  of 
this  country,  but  fo  conPtiluted  as  to  fecure  obedi- 
ence to  the  fyftem  of  meafures  diflated  from  home, 
while  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  capable  of  efFedu- 
ally  preventing  extortion  in  India,  and  fruftrating 
the  improper  views  of  ambition  and  defpotifm. 
The  channel  of  commerce,  he  faid,  mufl  be  our 
guide,  as  to  our  future  expe£ta'ions  from  our 
connexion  with  India,  lince  we  ought  to  look  to 
the  management  of  our  manufactures  there,  v/hich 
muft  chiefly  depend  on  the  eflablidiment  of  the 
happinefs  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  being  fe- 
cured  in  a  ftate  of  peace  and  tranquillity.  In  order 
to  effe£l  this,  he  declared,  it  would  be  neceffaiy 
to  give  the  government  abroad  a  certain  degree  of 
power,  fubjed  only  to  the  controul  of  a  Board,  to 
be  appointed  at  home,  of  the  nature  that  he  had 
mentioned,   when   he  had   propofed  a   Bill   upon 

the 
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the  fame  fubjecl  to  the  lad  Parliament.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  the  prefent  confideration  there  were 
mixed  interetis  to  be  regarded  as  well  as  mixed 
objeds.  Government  and  commerce  were  the 
two  great  objefts  to  be  looked  to,  while  the  inte- 
refl  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  and  the  intereft  of 
the  country  called  for  their  attention.  The  com- 
merce of  the  Company  exclufively  belonged  to 
them,  nor  was  it  fill  the  territorial  acquifitions  of 
the  Company  became  confiderable,  that  the  public 
claimed  any  participation  in  the  advantages  ariling 
from  the  refources  of  thofe  acquifitions,  in  the  ob- 
tainment  of  v/hich  they  had  borne  fo  large  a  fliare. 
The  commerce  to  and  from  India  therefore  he  meant 
to  leave,  where  it  ought  to  be  left,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Company.  It  had,  he  remarked,  been 
held,  that  Commercial  Companies  could  not  go- 
vern empires ;  that  was  a  matter  of  fpeculation 
which  general  experience  proved  to  be  not  true  in 
pra6lice,  however  univerfally  admitted  in  theory. 

1  he  Eaft-India  Company  had  conduced  its 
commerce,  and  governed  a  vaft  empire  for  years ; 
and  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Eaft-India 
-Company  was  no  new  eftabliftiment  ;  it  refted 
on  charters  and  ads  of  Parhament ;  thofe  charters 
ought  undoubtedly  to  be  regarded,  and  as  far  as 
poILble,  the  rights  exerciled  and  enjoyed  under 
them  ought  to  be  held  facred.  But,  as  he  had  be- 
fore obferved,  there  were  no  rights,  that  by  acci- 
dent or  time   became  fatal  to  the  interefts  of  the 

public. 
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public,  or  to  the  fafety  of  I  he  ftate,  which  mufl: 
not  be  touched.  The  matter  was,  how  to  coniie£l 
the  ConQitutioa  of  the  Company  with  the  natio- 
nal interells  ;  from  that  regard  and  attention  to 
chartered  rights  which  he  ever  fhould  profefs,  and 
vhich  every  man  ought  to  praSlile,  he  had  been 
led  rather  to  conhder,  whether  it  was  not  poffible 
to  model  the  old  conHitution  of  the  Company,  fo 
as  to  make  it  anfwer  every  view  of  the  State,  and 
every  intcrefl  of  the  public,  rather  than  to  make 
a  new  one  ;  not  thinking  it  neceflary  to  confif-^ 
cate,  annihilate,  and  deliroy,  where  the  purpofe 
could  be  attained  without  oroceeding  to  any  iuch 
violent  lengths. 

In  the  meafures  to  be  taken  for  the  future  go- 
vernment of  India,  if  they  had  the  Company's 
concurrence,  it  would  furely  be  admitted,  that  they 
look  the  fafeO;  line  ;  that  they  had  purfued,  and 
the  meafures  he  fhould  propofe  were  fuch  as  the 
Company  agreed  to.  The  controul  he  had  men- 
tioned ought  undoubtedly  to  remain  where  the 
Conflitution  had  placed  ail  power,  in  the  execu- 
tive government  of  the  country.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  commerce  he  m.eant  to  leave  with  the 
Com})any.  The  patronage  (liould  be  feparate 
from  the  executive  Government,  but  given  where 
it  would,  he  (hould  propofe  regulations  that  would  ' 
efTentially  curtail  and  dinjinilh  it,  fo  as  to  render  ife 
as  little  dangerous  as  poiTibie.  The  patronage, 
however,  he  would  trud  Hfith  no  political  fet  of  men 

whatever. 
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tvhatever.     Let  it  be  in    India  ;  it  would  be  free 
from  corruption  then,  and  when  exercifed  under  the 
reflri6lions  and  limitations  he  fhould  propofe,  could, 
he  flattered  himfelf,  be  attended  with  no  bad  confe- 
quences.  He  enlarged  upon  thefe  points  con  fide  i  ably, 
and  then  faid,  from  what  he  had  flated,  the  Koufe 
would  doubtlefs  obferve,  that   the  Bill  he  meant  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in,  was  not  different  from 
former  Bills  that  he  had  dated  to  the  I  loufe.     The 
great  point  of  it,  as  far  as  he  had  opened  it,  was 
the  appointment  of  a  feparate  department,  or  Board 
of    Controul,   to    whom  all  difpatches   fiiould  be 
iranfrnitted,    and     who  fhould   be    refponfible  for 
what  they  did,   and  for   what   they  did   not    do; 
who  fhould   blink  nothincr,    who  fliould  be  oblig- 
td  to    a6i:    upon    every    queflion    that    came    be- 
fore them,    who  (hould   not    fliew  any   indulgence 
or  partiality,  or  be  guilty  of  procraflination  ;   who 
jhould  not   have  the  plea  of  other  bufinefs,  or  in 
fine,  on  any  pretence,  or  in  any  way  whatever,  put 
off  or  delay  the  duties  of  then-  office.     This  inftitu- 
tion,  though  certainly  new,    was  not  charged  with 
!iew  duties,  becaufe    the  fame   powers  of  controul 
bad  been  given  to  the  Secretaries  of  State  by  va- 
rious Afts  of  Parliament,    but  unfortunately  they 
had  never  been  exercifed,  having  been  fuffered  to 
remain  dormant ;  he  vvi'hed  therefore  to  put  it  out 
of  the,power   of  that  degree  of  lazinels  natural  to 
office  any  longer    to   clcft\-u   th^  public  intereft,  by 
the  inTiitution  of  a  Board  neceffuily  a6live  and  effici- 
ent. I  jc  was  aware  that  many  pcrlons,  who  in  ge- 
neral 


A.  1784]  DEBATES.  3fT 

neral  diOiked  as  much  as  he  had  done,  the  vio- 
lence of  the  meafures  propofed  in  another  cil  1 
approved  the  idea  of  making  the  Board  of  Ccm- 
miffionejs  to  he  inOituted  under  the  authority  of 
(hat  Bill  permanent.  Ke  w^s  not  of  this  opinion  ; 
iure  he  was,  that  the  permanency  of  fuch  a  Board 
as  that  Bin  went  to  the  inPiitution  of,  would  have 
ad  Jed  to  the  mifchiefs  of  it.  Such  a  Board  would 
have  been  in  itfeif  a  deviation  from  the  principles 
of  the  Conilimtion,  and  its  permanency  would  have 
involved  it  in  contradiciions  to  the  executive  go- 
vernment, that  rnuft  have  been  attended  with  great 
public  inconvenience.  An  inftitution  to  controul 
the  government  of  India  mud  be  either  totally  in- 
dependent of  the  executive  government  of  this 
country,  or  it  mufl;  be  fubordinate  to  it.  Ought 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  day  to  have  no  connexion 
with  what  was  gointr  on  ?  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  a  permanent  Board  might  be  hollile  to  thofe 
who  held  the  Government  at  the  time;  a  view  of 
it,  which  he  truUed  would  fu.'hcir nt'v  prove,  that 
an  a61ual  independent  permanency  in  any  fuch 
Board  would  be  an  evil.  The  exiflincr  Govern- 
ment  ought,  he  faid,  to  t:e  to  a  degree  perm.anent  ; 
hut  the  Indian  department  muft  not  be  indepen- 
dent of  that;  he  meant,  theiefote,  to  give  it  a  ground 
of  dependence,  upon  which  all  the  various  depart- 
ments had  a  natural  and  legiiimate  dependency, 
viz.  upon  the  txecutive  Government.  Lvery 
Government,  that  had   no    other  obje6l  than  the 

public 
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public  good,  that  was  confcious  of  a£ling  upon  no 
other  principles,  than  fuch  as  were  perfe6lly  con- 
ftitutional,  that  was  fwayed  by  no  motives  of  a 
.  petfonal,  an  interefled,  or  an  ambitious  nature, 
tut  which  poflefled  a  fufficient  fliare  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Sovereign,  of  Parhament,  and  of  the 
people  at  large,  would,  from  its  condud,  be  per- 
manent, and  the  Indian  Government  would  be  fo 
of  courfe. 

Having  faid  this,  he  animadverted  on  the  dan- 
g'^^r  of  once  departing  from  the  Conilitution,  by 
appointing  fuch  a  CommiHion,  as  the  Bill  that  had 
palfed  that  Houfe,  but  been  rejected  by  the  Lords, 
in  the  laft  Parliament,  went  to  authorife.  He 
remarked,  if  the  practice  once  obtained,  there  was 
no  faying  to  what  extent  it  might  be  carried,  or 
.how  often  the  precedent  might  be  multiplied  ;  ad- 
mitting it  to  pafs  in  the  inftance  of  the  late  Bill, 
they  might  have  proceeded  to  feparate  and  tear 
away  all  the  departments  from  the  Crown,  and 
put  them  one  after  another  into  fa  many  Parlia- 
mentary Qommiffions. 

Having  already  defciibed  the  extent  of  the 
povt ers  defigned  to  be  given  to  the  Boird  in  quef- 
tion,  he  (aid  he  would  not  repeat  it;  they  were  to 
controui  and  fuperintend,  and  as  the  whole  Board 
was  refponhbie  to  the  public,  that  circumllance 
muft  enfure  a  vigilant  execution  of  the  duties  with 
ivhich  it  was  entrufted.  With  regard  to  the  ob- 
jections that   had  been  flarted,    and    the   reafong 

that 
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that  had  been  urged  to  prove,  that  the  Company's 
Direclors  ought  not  to  be  excluded  from  an  in- 
fight  of  tlie  papers  of  the  CommilTioners,  he  was 
willing  fo  far  to  give  way  to  the  arguments  of  that 
nature,  as  to  permit  the  Court  of  Diredors  to  fee 
the  papers  of  the  Commiflioners,  but  they  were  to 
have  no  power  of  objefting;  the  decifion  of  the 
CommilTioners  muft  be  final  and  binding  upon 
the  Direftors.  He  meant  alfo  to  invefl:  the  Com- 
miffioners  with  a  power  to  originate  meafures,  as 
well  as  to  revife,  correft,  alter,  and  controul  thofe 
of  the  Company;  but  with  regard  to  fuch  meafures 
as  the  Commiflioners  devifed,  the  Company 
were  to  be  obliged  to  carry  them  into  execution. 
This,  he  obferved,  took  nothing  from  the  Com- 
^  pany,  fince  in  faSl  it  was  nothing  more  than  the 
power  to  put  a  negative  upon  their  meafures, 
and  the  power  of  altering  them,  a6ting  in  another 
way.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Commiflioners,  he  faid,  it  was  meant  to  be  the  fame 
as  that  of  perfons  holding  great  offices,  viz.  at  the 
nomination  of  the  Crown,  It  was  intended  that 
the  Board  fhould  confift  of  none  but  Privy  Coun* 
fellors ;  but  the  Board  would  create  no  encreafe 
of  officers,  nor  impofe  any  new  burthens,  fince  he 
trufted  there  could  be  found  perfons  enough  who 
held  offices  of  large  emolument,  but  no  great  em- 
ployment, whofe  leifure  would  amply  allow  of  their 
undertaking  the  duty  in  queflion.  And  this  cir- 
VoL.  II.  A  a  cumftance 
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cumflance,  he  obferved,  would,  have  a  good  effe6! 
for  the  future,  in  rendering  it  necefifary  for  Mini- 
flers,  when,  by  way  of  providing  for  their  families, 
they  appointed  to  offices  hitherto  confidered  as  fine- 
cures,  to  have  fome  other  Confideration  than  the 
mere  emoluments  of  the  place  viz,  the  confi- 
deration of  the  ability  of  the  perfon  about  to  be 
appointed  to  fill  it,  a  confideration  that  could 
not  but  occafion  the  defcription  of  offices  to  which 
he  was  alluding  to  be  well  filled  for  the  future. 
The  principal  powers  of  this  Board,  he  recapitu- 
lated would  confift;  in  direCling  the  political  ob~ 
jeds  the  Company's  fervants  were  to  purfue,  and  in 
recalling  fuch  as  did  not  pay  obedience  to  fueh 
direftions,  or  be  able  to  give  very  fatisfaftory  rea~ 
fons  to  ffiew  that  circumflances  rendered  difobe- 
dience  a  virtue.  The  Board  would,  he  obferved, 
be  ilriQly  a  Board  of  Controul  •,  it  would  have  no 
power  to  appoint,  nor  any  patronage,  confequently 
it  could  have  no  motive  to  deviate  from  its  duty. 
Thus  much  the  Houfe  would  fee  related  folely 
to  the  government  at  home;  with  regard  to  the  go- 
vernment abroad,  the  firft  and  leading  ideas  would 
be,  to  limit  the  fubfifling  patronage,  and  to  pro- 
duce an  unity  of  fyftem,  by  invefting  the  Supreme 
Government  to  be  feated  in  Bengal,  with  an  effec- 
tual controul  over  every  other  Prefidency,  and  by 
inveiling  that  Supreme  Government  with  execu- 
tive powers,  and  with  the  difpofition   of  offices  in 

India- 
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India,  but  to  make  it  a  matter  lefs  invidious,  and 
to  prevent  it  from  the  poffibility  of  abufe,  hy 
makincr  gradation  and  fucceffion  the  rule,  ex- 
cept  in  very  extraordinary  cafes,  with  a  view  to 
which,  there  muft  be  lodged  in  the  Supreme  Go- 
vernment, as  in  every  other  executive  power,  a 
difcretion,  which  every  man  mull;  fee  was  aftually 
neceflary,  to  be  veiled  in  an  executive,  afting  at 
fuch  an  extreme  diftance  from  the  feat  of  the  Su- 
preme Government  of  all,  but  which  was  never- 
thelefs  to  be  fubje6l  to  the  controul  of  the  Board  of 
Superintendancy,  to  be  eftabhfhed  here  at  home, 
whofe  orders  in  this,  as  in  every  other  cafe,  the 
Government  in  India  muft  obey.  Though  Ben- 
gal was  defigned  to  be  the  Supreme  Government, 
it  was  not,  he  faid,  to  be  the  fource  of  influence, 
that  being  as  much  as  poffible  guarded  againft  by 
the  regulations  defigned  to  make  a  part  of  the  Bill, 
The  officers  of  the  Government  of  Bengal,  were 
intended  to  be  left  to  the  nomination  of  the  Court 
of  Dire6lors,  fubje61:  to  the  negative  of  the  Crown  j 
and  the  Court  of  Diie6iors  were  to  have  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  officers  of  all  the  fubordinate  Go- 
vernments, excepting  only  of  the  Commander  iu 
Chief,  who,  for  various  reafons,  would  remain  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Crown.  He  faid,  it  might  pof- 
fibly  be  argued,  that  if  the  Crown  nominated  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  had  a  negative  upon 
the  reft  of  the  appointments,  that  all  the  patro- 
A  a  2  nage 
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nage  remained  In  the  hands  of  the  Government  at 
home.  This,  however,  was  far  from  being  the 
cafe,  the  patronage  to  great  appointments  not  be- 
ing the  fort  of  patronage  for  the  pubHc  to  entertain 
a  jealoufy  about,  and  the  other  patronage  being 
placed  in  Bengal,  the  influence  from  it  was  con- 
fiderably  weakened  and  diminifhed  ;  add  to  this, 
all  offices  going  by  gradual  fucceflSon,  would  be 
forcible  check  upon  the  patronage,  and  tend  greatly 
to  its  redu6lion. 

Having  difcuflfed  this  matter  very  fully,  Mr.  Pitt 
proceeded  to  Gate,  that  much  would  depend  on  the 
manner  of  adminiftering  the   Government  in  In- 
dia, and  that  hivS   endeavours  fliould  be  direded  to 
enforce  clear  and  fimple  principles,   as  thofe  from 
which  alone  a  good  government  could  arife.     The 
firfl;  and  principal  objeft,  he  faid,  would  be  to  take 
care  to  prevent  the  Government  from  being  ambiti- 
tious  and  bent  on  conquelt.     Propenfities  of  that 
nature  had  already   involved  India  in  great  expen- 
ces,  and  coll  much  bloodflied.    Ambition  and  trou- 
ble were   companions  but  too  often,  and  they  had 
proved  particularly  hurtful  to  our  interefls  in  India, 
Indeed  they  were,  what  ought  mod  fludioufly  to  be 
avoided  there.     Commerce   was   our  objedt,  and 
with  a  view  to  its  extenfion,  a  pacific  fyftem  ought 
to  prevail,  and  a  fyftem  of  defence  and  conciliation;- 
The   Government    there    ought   therefore    in   an 
efpecial  manner   to   avoid  wars,  or  entering  into 
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alliances  likely  to  create  wars.  At  the  fame  time 
that  he  faid  this,  he  did  not  mean  to  carry  the  idea 
fo  far,  as  to  fuggell  that  the  BritiQi  Government  in 
India  was  not  to  pay  a  due  regard  to  feif- defence, 
to  guard  againft  fudden  hoftilities  from  the  neigh- 
bouring powers,  and,  whenever  there  was  reafon 
to  exped  an  attack,  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  preparation. 
This  was  undoubtedly  and  indifpenfably  neceffary; 
but  whenever  fuch  circumflances  occurred,  the 
executive  power  in  India  was  not  to  content  itfelf 
with  ading  there  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  might 
require  ;  it  was  alfo  to  fend  ir/imediate  advice  home 
of  what  had  happened,  of  what  meafures  had  been 
taken  in  confequence  of  it,  and  of  what  farther 
meafures  were  intended  to  be  purfued.  lie  men- 
tioned alfo  the  inflitution  of  a  tribunal  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  fuch  matters,  and  ftated  how  far  fuch  a 
tribunal  fhould  be  empowered  to  a£t  without  in- 
ilrudions  from  home. 

He  next  faid,  that  the  fituation  of  the  Indian 
Princes  in  conne6lion  with  our  Government,  and 
of  the  number  of  individuals  living  immediately 
under  our  Government,  were  objetts  that  ought  to 
be  the  fubjeft  of  an  enquiry.  'I  he  debts  due  from 
one  Indian  Piince  to  another,  over  whom  we  had 
any  influence,  fuch  as  the  claims  of  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot  upon  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  ought  undoubt- 
edly to  be  fettled  on  a  permanent  footiiaig  :  t^is,  and 
the  debts  of  the  natives  tributary  to  u^s,  ought  alfo 
A  a  3  to 
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to  be  the  fubjeCls  of  enquiry.  Another  obje6t  of 
inveftigation^  and  an  objedl;  of  confiderable  delicacy, 
was  the  pvetenfions  and  titles  of  the  landholders, 
to  the  lands  at  prefent  in  their  pofleffion ;  in  the 
adjuftment  of  this  particular,  much  caution  muft 
he  adopted,  and  a  means  found,  that  would  anfwer 
the  end  of  fubftantial  juftice,  without  going  the 
length  of  rigid  right,  becaufe  he  vvas  convinced, 
and  every  man,  at  all  converfant  with  Indian  affairs, 
mufl;  be  convinced,  that  indifcriminate  rellitution 
would  be  indifcriminate  confifcation.  Another 
very  material  regulation,  or  rather  principle  of  re- 
form, from  which  folid  hopes  of  providing  a  fur- 
plus  adequate  to  the  debt  in  India,  might  be  drawn, 
was  the  retrenchment  of  our  eflabliQiments  in  that 
country.  At  prefent,  it  was  a  well-known  fa6l 
that  all  our  eftablifhments  there  were  very  conli- 
derably  overcharged  ;  at  any  rate,  therefore,  there 
mufl  be  no  augmentation  fuffered,  and  in  order  to 
prevent  the  poilibility  of  fuch  an  improvident 
meafure,  a  return  of  all  the  eftabhfhmcnts  mufl  be 
called  for.  With  regard  to  the  means  of  reducing 
them,  they  ou^ht  to  be  laid  before  Parliament,  and 
fubmitted  to  the  determination  of  both  Houfes. 
Every  intended  increafe  of  the  eflablifhment  ought 
alfo  to  be  fubmitted  to  Pailiament,  and  the  Com- 
pany to  be  immediately  rcflrained  from  fending  out 
any  more  inferior  fervants. 

He  ilated  that  it  would  be  neceffary,  by  proper 
proviiions,  to  compel  the  execution  of  thefe  points; 

and 
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and  the  better  to  guard  againft  the  continuance  of 
that  rapacity,  plunder,  and  extortion,  which  were 
lliQcking  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  national  character,  he  propofed  to  render 
the  Company's  fervants  refponfible  for  what  they 
did  in  every  part  of  India,  and  to  declare  it  illegal 
and  punifhable,  if  they,  on  any  pretence  whatever, 
accepted  fums  of  money,  or  other  valuables,  from 
the  natives.  This  would,  he  hoped,  tend  effectually 
to  check  private  corruption.  There  were,  he  was 
aware,  a  certain  fpecles  of  prefents,  fo  much  a  part 
of  the  ceremonies  infeparable  from  the  manners  of 
the  Eaft,  that  an  attempt  to  direct  that  they  fhould 
not  be  received,  would  be  utterly  impracticable; 
but  even  as  much  as  poffible  to  guard  againfl  any 
bad  confequences  refulting  from  the  co,ntinuance 
of  the  pradice  in  queftion,  he  meant  that  the  bill 
fhould  oblige  the  Company's  fervants  in  India  to 
keep  an  exa6l  and  faithful  regiller  of  all  fuch  pre- 
fents. With  regard  to  thofe  of  the  Company's  fer- 
vants, who  did  not  comply  with  the  dircflions  the 
bill  would  hold  out  to  them,  and  to  fuch  other 
dire£lions  as  fliould,  under  the  fanQion  and  aii- 
([hority  of  the  bill,  be  tranfmitted  to  them  from 
home,  fuch  per  Ions  fhould  be  confidered  as  gnilty 
cf  offences  puniflhable  in  the  degrees  dated  in  the 
bill,  which  (hould  contain  a  fpecial  exception  of 
thofe  guilty  of  difobedience  of  orders  and  other 
crimes,  which,  from  their  confequence  being  of  a 
mofl.  fatal  tendency,  muff  be  puniihed  v/Ith  great 
A  a  4  feverity . 
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feverity.  In  refpeft  to  this  part  of  his  fubjea,  the 
Houfe,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  go  along  with  hiwj 
in  feeling  the  neceffity,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
extieme  difficulty  of  providing  a  proper  tribunal, 
before  which  perfons  charged  with  offences  com- 
mitted in  India  Ihould  be  tried.  He  owned  he  had 
an  extreme  partiality  to  the  prefent  fyftem  of  ex- 
ercifing  juftice  in  this  country ;  fo  much  fo,  that 
he  could  not  bring  himfelf,  for  a  moment,  to  think 
ferioufly  upon  the  idea  of  departing  from  that 
fyftem,  without  the  utmofl;  reluftance.  Without 
mentioning  names,  however,  or  referring  to  recent 
inftances,  every  man  mult  acknowledge,  that  at 
prefent  we  had  it  not  in  oyr  power  to  do  juftice  to 
the  delinquents  of  India,  after  their  return  home. 
The  infufficiency  of  Parliamentary  profecutions 
was  but  too  obvious  ;  the  neceffity  for  the  inilitution 
of  fcrr.e  other  procefs  was  therefore  undeniable. 
A  fummary  way  of  proceeding  was  what  had  flruck 
him,  and,  he  believed,  thofe  who  had  thought  much 
upon  the  fubjeO:,  as  mod  advifeable  ;  the  danger, 
however,  was  the  example  that  muft;  arife  from  any 
deviation  from  the  enablifhed  forms  of  trial  in  this 
country,  it  being  perhaps  the  firit,  the  deareft,  and 
the  moft  elfential  confideration  in  the  m.ind  of 
every  Englifliman,  that  he  held  his  property  and 
his  perfon    in  pcrfetl  fccuvity,  from  ihe  wife,  mo- 

^^derate,  andlibeial  ipirit  of  our  laws.  Much,  hov/- 
ever,   was  to  be  faid  with   refpcft   to  the  cafe  in 

/  point  i  cither  a  new  procefs  mult  be  inftitutcd,  or 
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oflFences,  equally  fi-jocking  to  humanity,  oppofite 
to  juftice,  and  contrary  to  every  principle  of  reli- 
gion and  morality,  mud  continue  to  prevail  un- 
checked, uncontrouled,  and  untedrained.  The 
neceffity  of  the  cafe  ouLwcighed  the  rifque,  and  the 
hazard  of  the  innovation  ;  and  when  it  was  confi- 
dered  that  thofe  who  went  to  India  hereafter, 
would  know  the  danger  of  tranrgrelling,  before 
they  left  England,  he  truQed  it  would  be  admitted 
that  the  expedient  ought  to  be  tri^d.  Should  fuch 
a  law  pafs,  every  man  who  went  to  India  in  iuure 
would,  by  fo  doing,  confent  to  (land  m  the  parti- 
cular predicament  in  which  the  particular  law  placed 
him,  and  in  thus  agreeing  to  give  up  f'tme  of  the 
tnoft  efTential  privileges  of  his  country,  he  \vou'  ■ 
do  no  more  than  a  very  numerous  and  honourable 
body  of  men  did  daily,  without  the  fmalleft  im- 
peachment of  their  charaders,  or  the  purih/  of  the 
motives  that  impelled  their  conduct. 

Mr.  Pitt  fuggefted  loofely  what  his  idea  of  the 
fummary  fpecies  of  trial  he  meant  to  authoiue  was  ] 
He  faid  there  mud  be  an  exceplion  to  the  general 
rules  of  law  •,  the  trials  muft  be  held  by  li  eciai  coni- 
miffion  ;  the  court  mud  not  be  tied  down  to  itrict 
rules  of  evidence,  but  that  they  muiL  be  put  uoou 
tlieir  oaths  to  give  judgment  confcieniiouily,  aud 
pronounce  fuch  judgment  as  the  coniu:on  law- 
would  warrant,  it'  the  evidence  would  reach  it. 
Much,  he  was  aware,  would  depend  on  the  con- 
flitution  of  the  cau.t.     iiia  dciign,  theiciore,    v\as, 

that 
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that  it  (hould  be  compofed  of  men  of  known 
talents,  unimpeached  chara6lei',  and  high  confe- 
quence ;  that  their  impartiahty  fhould  be  farther 
fecu red  hy  their  being  to  be  chofen  by  ballot,  and 
that  a  certain  number  out  of  the  whole  nominated 
iliould  make  a  court,  in  order  that  there  might 
exifl  the  chance  of  a  choice  by  ballot.  The  per- 
fons  to  be  bal'otted  for,  (hould  be  fome  of  them 
from  among  the  Judges,  fome  members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  fome  members  of  that  Houle. 
Such  a  mixed  alfemblage  from  the  very  firft:  affem- 
biies  of  the  kingdom,  would  leave  no  room  for 
fufpicion,  or  poIFible  impeachment  of  juftice;  and 
in  order  flill  more  ftrongly  to  fortify  the  fubje6i 
againd  injuflice,  they  fhould  not  be  chofen  till  the 
hour  of  trial,  and  fliould  then  be  all  fxvorn.  To 
elFe6l  the  purpofes  of  the  inftitution  of  fuch  a  tri- 
bunal, they  fliould  be  empowered  to  take  depor 
iitions,  and  receive  information  communicated  by 
witneffes,  who  were  in  India  when  the  dehnqucnt 
was  ftated  to  have  committed  the  offences  he  might 
Hand  charged  with  ;  and  farther,  they  Ihould  he 
judges  both  of  the  law  and  the  faft.  With  regard 
to  the  puniOiments,  they  fliould  be  governed  by 
the  punilhments  the  hw,  as  it  flood,  authorized 
in  cafes  of  mifdemeanor,  viz.  fine  and  imprifon- 
ment ;  hut  the  extent  of  thefe  Qiould  reft  in  the 
difcreiion  of  the  Court,  to  apportion  according  to 
their  opiiiion  of  the  proved  enormity  of  the  crime  ; 
and  a.s  a  further  means  of  reiiderinor  fuch  a  tribunal 
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awful,  and  its  plans  of  preventing  the  perpetration 
of  crimes  ihocking  to  humanity,  from  continuance, 
eflFe6lual,  it  fliould  be  armed  with  the  power  of 
examining  the  parties  charged  as  dehnquents,  by 
interrogatories  as  to  the  value  of  their  effe6ls,  in 
order  the  better  to  be  able  to  govern  the  quantum 
of  the  fine  to  be  levied,  in  cafe  of  convitiion.  It 
fliould  alfo  be  armed  with  the  power  of  examining 
the  amount  of  any  man's  property,  on  his  arrival 
in  England  from  India,  and  fince  purity  and  ab- 
flinence  were  the  objefts  every  man  muft  defire 
fhould  chara6lerize  the  conduft  of  their  country- 
men in  Afia,  the  Company  fhculd  not  have  it  in 
their  power  to  employ  any  one  of  their  fervants 
convided  of  a  mifdemeanor,  while  he  had  been  in 
India,  nor  fhould  any  perfon  be  fuiTered  to  return 
to  that  country,  after  his  Hay  in  this  beyond  a  cer- 
tain limited  period. 

Mr.  Pitt  interfptrfed  his  notification  of  the  dif- 
ferent principles  and  regulations  which  his  intended 
bill  went  to  the  ellablifliment  of  with  a  variety  of 
illuftrations  and  arguments,  delivered  with  o-reat 
force  of  eloquence.  Finding  it  fufficiently  diffi- 
cult to  follow  a  f|:)eech  of  fo  important  a  nature, 
with  any  hope  of  being  able  to  give  the  reader  a 
tolerable  idea  of  the  general  tendency  of  it,  we  have 
been  obliged  to  pafs  by  its  ornamental  parts  al.mofi; 
entirely.  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  returning  his 
thanks  to  the  Houfe,  for  having  indulged  him  with 
fo  patient  a  hearing,  and  moved, 

"  That: 
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*'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  the 
"  better  regulation  and  management  of  the   Eaft- 
"  India  Company,  and  of  the  pofifefTions  in  India.'* 
Mr.  For.         Mr.    Fox  faid,  fuch,  he   (aw,  was   the   difmcli- 
nation  of  the  Koufc,  to  hear  more  debate  than  was 
abfolutely  neceffary,  at  that  advanced  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  fuch  had  obvioufly  been  their  impatience, 
during  the  deUvery  of  what   they   had  heard,  and 
their  eager nefs  to  rife,  as  foon  as  the   Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  concluded,  that  he  would  not  dif- 
cufs  the  arguments  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gendeman 
hadjuil  urged,  nor  the  principles  that  he  had  laid 
dovyn,  till  the  bill  was  properly  before  the  Houfe, 
and  came  to  its   ftcond   reading.     He  wiflied  only 
to  know  of  the    Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  whether 
he  meant  to  bring  in  three  bills,  or  one  bill,  com- 
prehending all  the  three  heads,  under  which  he  had 
ranged   his  fabje6l,  or  rather  under  which  he  had 
himfelf  divided  it,  when  he  propofed  the  bill  which 
had  pafied  thnt  Houfe. but  had  been  lofl.  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  in  the  lad  Parliament;  he  meant  the  head 
of  government  of  India  by  a  new   eftabliQiment  at 
home;  the   head  of    regulations   applicable  to  the 
oovernmcnL  of  India  upon  the   fpot,  in  Afia  ;  and 
the  thiid  head,  of  the  means  of  bringing  delinquents 
in  India    to  puijilhment    in   England,    after  their 
return  home  .^     Mr.    Fox    faid   farther,  that  with 
recaid  to  the  two  latter  points,  viz.  the  regulations 
of  the  crovernment  in  India,  and  the  tribunal  to  be 

O 

iiiOiituied    for    the   trial    of  Indian    delinquents  at 

home. 
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home,  he  felt  n.->  great  obj^6lion  ;  bat  with  regard 
to  the  new  bill,  as  far  as  related  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  for  the  government  of  India  here,  and  the 
feveral  principles  laid  down  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  in  the  early  part  of  his  fpeech,  he  was 
fo  unfortunate  as  not  only  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  but  to  differ  moft 
completely  and  entirely.  He  was,  by  what  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  that  day,  more 
than  ever  convinced,  that  the  principles  contained 
in  the  bill  he  had  the  honour  to  have  biouirht  in 
laft  year,  much  as,  through  prejudice  and  mif- 
conftrudion,  they  had  been  clamoured  againli, 
were  the  only  true  principles  for  a  government  in 
India  to  fland  upon,  with  any  hopes  of  producing 
much  good  either  to  that  country  or  to  this ;  hold- 
ing this  opinion,  he  might  naturally  becxpeded  to 
have  a  good  deal  to  fay  upon  the  fubjed,  and  a 
good  deal  he  (hould  think  it  his  duty  to  fay,  if  it 
were  only,  as  in  his  particular  cafe  it  n-iight 
be  thought,  by  way  of  ftdf-defence  •,  but  he 
fliould  referve  himfelf  till  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill.  He  truRed,  therefore,  that  the  bill  would  be 
brought  in  as  foon  as  poffibie,  by  which  he  meant 
neither  much  delayed  nor  much  hurried,  and  that 
due  notice  would  be  given  when  it  would  be  read  a 
ftcond  time. 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  great  as  thefv^r.  w. 
three  objeds  were,  to  which  the  Honourable  Gen-  '  * 
tieman  had  alluded,  he  meant  to  comprehend  thein 

ia 


Mr.  Fox. 
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in  one  and  the  fame  Bill.  That  Bill  was  already 
almoft  in  a  fhape  to  be  prefented  to  the  Houfcj 
and  he  imagined  it  would  be  ready  to  be  pieiented 
and  read  a  firft  time  next  Friday  ;  in  which  cafe^ 
as  it  now  happened  from  the  feafon  of  the  year, 
the  period  of  the  Seflion,  and  the  heat  of  the  wea- 
ther, that  difpatch  was  moll  likely  to  procure  that» 
which  delay  at  any  other  feafon  vvas  the  beft  means 
of  obtaining,  viz.  a  pretty  full  attendance,  he 
fhould  move  for  it  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  next 
week,  on  any  day  the  Houfe  fhould  beft  ap- 
prove. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  as  it  was  to  be  one  Bill,  the  time 
of  his  making  his  oppofition  to  it,  would  be  ne- 
celTarily  affected  by  it,  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man might  underftand.  For  inftance,  if  he  had 
not  approved  the  two  fecond  heads  of  the  Bill,  he 
would  have  oppofed  the  Bill  at  its  fecond  reading; 
but  approving  them,  and  not  approving  the  firft 
head,  he  could  not  confidently  oppofe  the  com- 
mitment of  a  Bill  containing  what  he  thoucrht  to 
be  falutary  regulations,  and  might  therefore  pof- 
libly  think  the  Committee  the  fit  place  for  him  to 
make  his  oppofition  ;  he  ftiould,  hov/ever,  referve 
himfelf  till  the  Bill  was  before  the  Houfe. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the 
Houfe  rofe  immediatelv. 


Wtdnejdayy 
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Wcdnefday^  July  7,   1784. 

BEDFORD      PETITION. 

A  Petition  having  been  ycfterday  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  on  the  part  of  the  Hon.  St.  Andrew  St. 
John,  complaining  of  an  undue  eieftion  and  return 
for  Eedfordlliire,  and  dating  the  fads  that  have 
aheady  occurred  relative  to  that  Eleclion,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  Lord  Ongley  had  been  declared 
the  fitting  Member;  the  Speaker  informed  the 
Houfe  that  Tuefday,  the  12th  of  October  was 
the  day  on  which  the  other  Petition,  already  pre- 
fented on  the  fubje£l  of  the  Bedfordftiire  Eiectlion 
was  appointed  to  be  heard;  it  was  therefore  moved, 
that  the  Petition  of  Mr.  St.  John  be  appointed  for 
the  fame  day.  f 

Mr.  Fox  fald,  there  was  fomething  fo  particu- 
larly hard  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  St.  John,  that  he 
trufted  the  Houfe  would  have  no  objediion  to 
hear  the  Petition  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefcnt 
fellion,  advanced  as  it  was.  He  reminded  the 
Houfe,  that  if  the  allegations  fet  forth  in  Mr.  St. 
John's  Petition  were  true,  (and  for  the  fake  of 
argument  it  was  for  the  moment  fair  to  conclude 
they  were)  it  was  demonflrably  clear,  that  Mr. 
St.  John  had  loll  his  feat  for  no  other  reafon  than 
from  happening  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  poll ;  had 
not  Mr.  St,  John  appeared  to  have  a  majority  over 

Lord 
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Lord  Ongley,  he  would  have  been  the  petitioning 
and  not  the  fitting  Member,  in  confequence  of 
which,  his  Petition  wouhl  have  taken  its  chance  of 
being  heard  in  the  prefent  feffion.  The  Committee 
tvho  tiied,  what  had  hten  fo  ftrangely,  in  his  opi- 
tii on.  dceme  i  a  falfe  return,  he  underftood  had 
con:e  to  a  refolution  riot  to  enquire  into  the  falfe 
entry-  upon  the  Sheriff's  poU  books  of  any  vote, 
of  which  falfe  entry  complaint  had  not  been  made 
at  the  time  of  eleaion  to  the  Sheriff.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  refoiation,  the  Committee  had  for- 
borne to  proceed  to  enquire  into  the  cafe  of  feveral 
votes  which  appeared  to  have  been  entered  fot" 
Lord  i) — y  only,  although  Mr,  St.  John  oflFered 
fo  prove,  and  had  evidence  ready  to  prove,  that 
the  elefcors  whole  votes  were  fo  entered  for  Lord 
O — y  merely,  poHed  for  him  and  Lord  O — y 
jointly.  Mr.  Fox  laid,  he  did  not  mean  to  ga 
JTito  an  examination  of  the  condudl  of  the  Com- 
mittee, or  an  enquiry  into  the  particulars  of  their 
proceedings,  or  to  pafs  an  opinion  one  way  or 
another  upon  what  they  had  done.  He  moll  un- 
doubtedly had  his  opinion,  and  that  opinion  he 
believed  pretty  generally  prevailed;  but  he  knewr 
it  would  be  extremely  diforderly  for  him  to  Rate 
it  in  the  Houfe,  or  to  advert  to  what  had  hap- 
pened before  a  Committee,  whofe  jurifdidion  the 
law  had  put  without  their  doors,  though  within 
their  walls.  What  he  alluded  to,  was  a  refolution 
notorious  in  its  nature,  and  to  which  no  man  de- 
nied 
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n-icd  the  Committee  had  come  to  a  refolation  that 
would  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  learned  Coun- 
fel  who  attended  that  Committee.  All  he  meant 
to  deduce  from  thus  adverting  to  that  refolution 
was,  that  it  amounted  to  a  corroboration  of  his  poli- 
tion,  that  if  Mr.  St.  John  had  not  happened  to  have 
had  a  majority  on  the  face  of  the  poll,  and  thence 
to  have  been  feated,  he  would,  if  the  allegations  of 
his  Petition  were  true,  not  only  have  flood  a  chance 
of  coming  among  the  lift  of  petitioners,  whofe  cafes 
would  have  been  tried  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
felTions,  but  by  this  time  have  been  declared  duly 
elefted.  Mr.  Fox  therefore  faid,  he  hoped  the 
Houfe  would  have  no  objedlion  to  permitting  a  day 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  (effion,  to  be  appoint- 
ed for  ballotting  for  a  Committee  to  try  Mr.  St. 
John's  Petition  ;  and  under  that  prefumption  he 
moved  as  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*'  12th  of  October,"  and  infert  the  words  *'  22d 
"  of  July."  , 

Lord  0??^/r)'  rofe,  he  faid,  with  a  view  to  refcue  Ld.  Ongiey. 
the  Committee  from  the  imputation  of  cenfurc, 
which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  appeared  willino-  to 
tiirow  upon  their  decifion,  by  impeaching  their 
judgment,  and  infmuating  that  there  had  been 
I'ome  partiality  flievvn  by  them  in  the  formation  of 
it.  His  Lordihip  proceeded  to  (late,  that  his  right 
to  the  return  had  been  proved  before  the  Com- 
mittee by  very  flrong  evidence;  before  the  eledors 
themfeives,  whofe  votes,    though  given   for   him, 

Vol,  II.  B  h  were 
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were  fet  down  to  Mr.  St.  John,  on  the  SherifF*s 
poll  book,  and  called  upon.  He  faid  he  had  no, 
objedion,  as  the  petition  muft,  fooner  or  later, 
be  heard  and  decided  upon  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  it  fhould  be  heard  foon  ; 
but  he  did  not  with  it  to  be  taken  out  of  its  turn, 
becaufe,  much  as  he  thought  that  juflice  fhould  be 
done  in  his  cafe,  he  could  not  defire  that  to  ob- 
tain that  objeft,  injuflice  fhould  be  done  to  other 
Petitioners,  upon  whofe  Petitions  the  Houfe  had 
already  fo  far  decided,  as  to  come  to  an  order  that 
they  flhould  not  be  heard  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  Seffions.  In  order  farther  to  jullify  the  Com- 
mittee that  had  determined  that  the  return  fhould 
have  been  made  in  his  favour,  he  was  proceeding 
to  flate  in  what  manner  they  had  afted  in  refpeft 
to  this  and  that  particular,  when  he  was  interrupt- 
ed by  the  Chair,  and  told,  the  Houfe  could  not 
permit  any  allufion  to  the  proceedings  of  a  tribu- 
nal, over  which  they  had  no  controul. 

Mr. Fox.  Mr.  Fox  defired  to  explain;  be  infilled  upon 
it  that  he  had  not  queftioned,  or  in  any  manner 
arraigned  the  judgment  that  the  Committee  had 
palled.  Pie  had  faid,  he  had  his  opinion  upon,  it, 
and  thus  much  he  was  warranted  to  fay. 

Th"  Speak-  Tl'e  Speaker  declared  his  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
ftruQion  of  the  Order  of  the  Ploufe,  to  ballot  for 
Committees  to  try  no  more  Petitions  after  the 
day  appointed  for  the  ballot  for  the  Committee  to 
try  the  Heref9rd  Petition,  and  wifbed  the  Honour- 
able 
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able  Member  to  withdraw  his  motion  of  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Fox  Caid,  Mr.  St.  John's  was  a  new  cafe, '^'■' Fa*- 
and  did  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe,  as  to  their  determination  to  ballot 
for  no  more  Committees  to  try  Petitions  that  Sef- 
fions,  after  the  day  appointed  for  balloting  for  a 
Committee  to  try  the  Hereford  Petition.  That 
Order  referred  to  Petitions  then  delivered,  and 
within  the  cognizance  of  the  Houfe,  The  pre- 
fent  was  a  new  Petition,  coming  before  the  Houfe 
under  very  peculiar  circum fiances,  and,  as  fuch, 
entitled  to  an  early  hearing.  Mr.  Fox  fliewed, 
that  in  cafes  of  a  double  return,  upon  a  vacancy, 
or  upon  a  falfe  return,  the  Houfe  would  think 
themfelves  warranted  to  depart  from  their  Order, 
and  appoint  an  early  day  for  a  ballot  to  be  held, 
for  a  Com>mittee  to  be  chofen  to  try  fuch  Peti- 
tions. In  like  manner  he  contended  that  Mr.  St. 
John's  Petition  ought  to  be  confidered,  and,  there- 
fore, he  mult  beg  leave  not  to  withdraw  his  a- 
mendment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  \<!a^  cer-\rr.  w, 

I'itt. 

tainly  diforderly  for  any  Member  to  advert  to 
what  had  paffed  before  the  Committees,  chofen  by 
ballot,  to  try  any  particular  Petitions ;  and,  in  his 
judgment,  it  was  no  lefs  diforderly  for  any  Mem- 
ber to  advert  to  Refoluiions  of  fuch  Committee?.-, 
however  notorious,  and  however  likely  to  be  re- 
ported by  learned  Counfel.  Such  Refolutions 
B  b  2  were 
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were  not  properly  before  the  Houfe,  nor  could 
the  Houfe  advert  to  any  thing,  that  did  not  ap- 
pear upon  the  face  of  the  Report,  made  to  them 
hy  the  Chairmen  of  fuch  Committees;  tothofc  Re- 
ports their  information  was  confined,  and  the 
agitation  of  any  matter,  or  allufion  to  any  Refo- 
lution  or  proceeding,  come  to  by  an  Eledion  Com- 
mittee, and  not  flatod  in  their  Report,  mull  be  dif- 
orderly  and  improper.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  from  all  he 
had  heard,  he  faw  no  reafon  whatever  to  induce 
the  Houfe  to  make  any  diftinftion  between  the 
Petition  of  Mr.  St.  John,  or  any  other  that  had 
been  delivered,  complaining  of  an  eletlion.  The 
argument  of  Mr.  Fox  that  day  he  thought  came 
with  a  lingular  ill  grace  from  a  Gentleman  who 
had  argued  fo  differently  when  the  quedion  of  the 
Falfe  Return  was  under  difcufTion.  Upon  the 
whole  he  faw  no  reafon  whatever  for  fliewino;  a 
partiality  to  the  prefent  Petition,  at  the  expence  of 
every  oiher  Petitioner ;  and  therefore  he  lliould 
vote  againll  the  amendment. 

This  crave  rife  to  a  lon^  converfation,  in  which 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Anflruther,  Lord  Beauchamp,  Mr. 
Eden,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  feveral  other  Members, 
fupported  the  motion  for  the  amendment,  while 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Lord  Mahon, 
Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Grenville,  and  others,  as  flrenij- 
oufly  oppofed  it. 
Mr.  iJen.  Mr.  ^(jfw  admitted,  that  the  Right  Men.  Gen- 
tleman who   fpoke  Jafl.   (Mr.   Grenville)  had   an 

hereditary 
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hereditary  claim  t3  much  deference  from  the 
Houfe  on  all  occafions  afFe£ling  the  eftablifhed 
mode  of  trying  controverted  Eledions.  He  mud 
however  proteft  againft  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man's reafoning  in  the  prefent  inftance.  He  could 
not,  according  to  any  moral  principle,  allow  that 
the  fentiments  of  other  parties,  whofe  Petitions 
had  been  poftponed  to  another  Seffion,  ought  to 
influence  any  fubfequent  decifion  ;  it  was  an  irre- 
vocable fact,  that  tliefe  Petitions  flood  poftponed  ; 
if  in  poftponing  them,  the  Houfe  had  confulted  its 
own  indolence  (which  he  would  not  inlinuate,)  or 
had  been  milled  by  a  premature  expeftation  that 
the  Seffion  was  drawing  to  an  end,  the  parties 
poftponed  would  neither  derive  confoktion  from 
the  poflponement  of  the  Bedfordlhire  Petition,  nor 
injury  from  the  Houfe  immediately  proceeding  to 
ballot  upon  it.  The  doing  a  wrong  act  to  day, 
would  not  rcftify  another  a£l  which  had  been  done 
wrong  in  a  former  day,  .ftiU  lefs  would  the  doing  a 
right  aft  to-day,  increafe  the  impropriety  of  what 
had  been  done  wrong  upon  a  former  day.  The  only 
quellion  was,  whether  there  were  peculiar  circum- 
flances  to  intitle  Mr.  St.  John  to  an  early  hearing, 
provided  it  could  be  given  without  a  precipitancy 
which  might  be  injurious  to  the  fitting  member  : 
that  there  were  iuch  circumftances  no  man  denied: 
If  then,  the  noble  Lord  now  returned  for  Bed- 
fordlhire would  rife  and  fa)',  that,  confiding  in 
the  rectitude  of  his  caufe,  he  had  no  wifii  to  pro- 
^  h  ^  tracl; 
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traifl  his  feat  a  few  months,  under  the  favour  of 
forms,  the  Houfe  would  undoubtedly  lend  its 
afiiftance  towards  giving  fpecdy  juftice,  thus  foli- 
cited  by  all  parties.  For  certainly  it  was  not  to 
be  prefumed,  as  fome  perfon  high  in  office  had 
unguardedly  hinted,  that  the  Houfe  would  be  too 
thin  to  furnifh  a  ballot.  All  the  public  bufmefs 
of  the  year  was  ftiil  in  its  firft  ftages;  all  the  great 
corifiderations  of  revenue,  taxation,  trade,  and 
territory  ;  and,  in  truth,  matters  of  fuch  -moment 
as  could  not,  with  any  degree  of  propriety  or  pub- 
lic fatisfadion,  be  agitated  or  hui:ried  through  thin 
FIou  fes. 

LdOrgiey.  l.ord  Ongky  anfwcred,  that  he  had  full  confi- 
dence in  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  but  the  prepara- 
tions .neceffary,  and  the  probable  length  of  the 
trial,  would  make  it  perfectly  inconvenient  to  bring 
©n  this  petition  at  prefent,  and  he  therefore  could 
not  content. 

Mr.  Gicn.       My.  Grcnvillchid,  that  he  mud  explain,  as  to 

viJle.  _  ■*■ 

what  had  fallen  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gendeman, 
He  muft  not  be  underftood  to  have  faid  that  the 
Houfe  would  do  injuflice  to  other  parties,  by  de- 
ciding either  way  in  the  prefent  inftance ;  but  cer- 
tainly the  Houfe  would  confefs  that  they  had  done 
injuftice,  if  they  decided  to  bring  forward  the  hear- 
ing of  the  prefent  petition,  when  they  had  poft- 
poned  many  others. 

Mr   Fox  having  declared  that  he  would  not  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  and  give  his  friends  the 

trouble 


.'■.  Fox. 


A,  1784.]  DEBATES.  375 

trouble  of  walking  out  of  the  door  into  the  Lobby, 
Ihould  the  majority  appear  to  be  againft  the  a- 
mendment ;  the  queftion  was  put,  and  the  amend- 
ment loft,  and  the  main  queftion  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

L,ord  Beauchamp  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  he  Lord  Beau- 
had  been  the  Member,  who  had  firft  recommend- '^^^"^^* 
ed  it  to  the  Houfe  to  have  two  ballotting  days  for 
C  ommittees  to  try  Eledion  Petitions  in  every  week; 
the  Right  Hon.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
faid  at  the  time,  that  he  would  try  the  experi- 
ment, but  that  he  had  litde  hope  of  fuccefs.  His 
Lordfliip  reminded  the  Floufe,  that  his  propoiition 
had  proved  fuccefsful ;  they  had  loft  but  a  fingle 
day,  and  had  chofen  many  Committees,  who  had 
determined  upon  a  confiderable  number  of  Ele6lion 
Petitions  ;  as  a  friend  therefore  to  difpatch,  he  muft 
recommend  the  hearing  of  Mr.  St.  John's  Petition 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  Scffion,  and  he  thought 
Mr.  St.  John  particularly  entitled  to  be  heard  as 
early  as  poflible,  as  a  new  clafs  of  Petitions  had 
been  made  with  particular  reference  to  his  cafcj 
which  was  apparently  an  a6l  of  perfonal  injuftice 
to  Mr.  St.  John. 

Mr.  W»  Grenvilk  anfwered  this,  and  denied  that    Mr.  w. 
the  new  clafs  had  been  favoured  with  a  view  either     '^^"^'"'• 
to  the  Petition  for  Bedford,  or  to  any   particular 
Petition.     Mr.  Grenviile  took  occafion  to  animad- 
vert with  fome  ironical  feverity  en  other  parts  of 
the  noble  Lord's  fpcech. 

B  b  4  The 
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Fn  &'c  '^^■'^  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  dfo  replied  to 

Mr.  Ariftriuher,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Lord  Beauchamp, 
and  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  ^a^io  put  fe- 
veral  quefti-ons  to  Mr.  Pitt,  reL^tive  to  the  netv 
Vif'indow-tax  ;  mixing  at  the  fame  time  fome  ftrong 
animadverfions  on  the  tax  in  queftion,  which 
brought  on  one  of  the  (harpeft  altercations  that  has 
been  heard  for  fome  time  in  Parliament.  1  hey 
were  interrupted  by 

The  Speak-  The  Speaker^  when  perfonal  retort  feemed  to  be 
proceedirrg  to  extremity,  who  objefted  to  this  fpecies 
of  converfation,  and  faid  that  it  was  a  diforderly 
proceeding  toafk  queftions,  and  then  to  found  dif- 
cuOions  upon  them  without  having  any  regular 
part  of  a  debate  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Eden.  ^ix.  Edcu  faid,  that  his  refpeO;  for  the  authority 
of  the  Chair,  made  him  peculiarl)'  uncafy,  left 
what  had  juft  dropped  from  fuch  high  authority 
fliould  be  mifapprehended.  He  conceived  and 
mull  infift,  that  it  was  perfeftly  regular,  and  pecu- 
liarly convenient  for  Gentlemen  to  afl-:  queftions  of 
Minifters  refpedting  points  of  public  bufinefs ;  if, 
in  the  anfwer  to  tl*ofe  qucftions,  there  fnould  be 
any  fuggeftion  which  might  either  injure  the  feeJ- 
ings  of  individuals,  or  tend  to  give  unfair  impref- 
fions  of  their  motions  to  Parliament  or  the  Public, 
undoubtedly  it  was  fair  to  reply  and  to  explain, 
though  there  might  be  no  regular  queftion  before 
the  Houfe,  as  a  matter  of  debate.  If  it  were  other- 
T^ife,  Minifters  difpofed  to  make  an  ill  ufe  of  the 
I  fupport 
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fuppovt  of  the  Hoiife,  would  put  a  f^Ual  end  to  all 
queRioning,  by  giving  injurious  anfwers,  and  reH- 
ing  on  the  pi  eclufion  of  all  farther  remark. 

Here  the  Houfe  calling  Chair !  Chair !  he  faid. 
That  he  did  not  obje6l  to  queIliT)ns  being  afked, 
fuch  as  might  facilitate  public  bufinefs  \  but  he  mufl: 
objeft  to  altercations,  unauthorized  by  any  regular 
proceedings  before  the  Houle. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  cer-  Mr.  w. 
tainly  was  ready  always  to  give  both  candid  and 
civil  anfwers  to  all  proper  queftions ;  but  in  the 
prefent  inftance  more  had  been  conveyed  than  the 
mere  queflion  purported.  He  would,  however, 
fubmit  to  the  wifh  of  the  Houfe,  and  would  repeat 
what  he  had  faid,  and  fuppovt  it  when  the  matter 
fhould  be  regularly  before  the  Houfe. 

SMUGGLING      COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  £'c?(f?z  faid,  that  he  rofe  to  aHc  a  qneftion,  Mr.  Edsa. 
and  not  merely  for  the  fal<e  of  maintaining  the 
right  which  he  had  recently  alferted.  In  the  Third 
Report  of  the  Revenue  Committee,  many  mea- 
fures  were  ftated  refpeding  the  abufe  of  permits, 
the  various  branches  of  Excife  and  Cuftoms,  the 
Soap  Duties,  the  Candle  Duties,  the  Salt  Duties, 
the  Breweries,  and  many  other  confiderations,  in 
Vi^hich  the  fcveral  Boards  of  Revenue  had  exerted 
themfelves  with  much  induftry  and  ability,  and 
had  recommended  feveral  amendments  in  the  laws, 
prepared  and  matured,  and  ready  to  be  brought 

forward. 
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forward.  On  a  formet  day  he  had  exprelTed  a 
wifti  to  fee  the  falutary  mearures  adopted  againil 
the  fmugglers,  accompanied  by  an  afl  of  pardon 
and  oblivion.  He  now  wiihed  to  know  whether 
the  meafures  adopting,  as  to  fome  principal  articles 
of  inland  abufe  in  the  revenue,  were  to  be  at- 
tended by  the  regulations  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
to  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  cer- 
tainly given  a  due  confideration. 
Mr.  w.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  anfwered ,    that 

it  was  not  to  be  wondered,  if  in  the  multiplicity 
of  bufinefs  which  urged,  for  attention,  fome  might 
efcape  to  another  feflion  ;  undoubtedly  many  of 
thofe  juft  mentioned  would  merit  attention ;  and 
there  was  one  which  had  not  been  mentioned, 
though  included  in  the  Report,  namely,  the  dif- 
tilleries  of  fpirits,  and  foreign  fpirits,  which  mufl: 
undergo  fome  examination,  in  order  to  give  due 
effecl  to  the  objed  in  view,  in  reforming  the  tea 
duties. 


Pht. 


Thurfday^  July  8,  1784. 

Sir  Ashton   Lever's  Bill* 

Upon  the  Speaker  putting  the  quefiion  that  the 
bill  do  pafs, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hiiffey  faid,  that  upon  full  refleftion,  he^".Hu%. 
could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  fenfe  of  public  duty  to 
confentto  this  propofition:  the  individual  concerned 
might  have  much  merit ;  but  there  might  be  many- 
improper  modes  of  rewarding  and  prote6ling  merit, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  the  mode  at  prefent  propofed 
was  fo  much  of  that  defcription,  that  he  mud  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

Mr.  Slopcr  alfo  objeded  to    this  abufe  of  public  Mr.  sioper, 
lotteries,  and  urged  Itrongly  the  expediency  of  dif- 
couraging  it. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  though  he  could  nonconcur  Mr. Eden, 
with  his  refpedable  friend,  who  wifhed  to  take  the 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe  againft  the  prefent  bill,  he 
would  freely  confefs  that  he  agreed  with  both  the 
Hon.  Gentlemen  in  principle  j  and  if  they  liiould 
afterwards  accufe  him  of  wanting  firmnefs  equal  to 
his  principles,  he  was  wilh'ng,  in  the  prefent  inltance, 
to  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  :  But  he  mufl  entreat 
the  Houfe  to  recolle6l  all  the  circumdances.  The 
prefent  bill  had  been  originated  in  the  late  Parlia. 
ment,  and  had  advanced  through  feveral  ftages 
with  little  oppofition,  when  the  Parliament  was 
Suddenly  diffolved.  It  had  been  refumed  in  the 
prefent  feffion,  and  now  had  reached  its  lafl  ftage ; 
the  party  in!erefted  had  been  tacitly  authorized  by 
the  Houfe  to  expe6la  general  concurrence.  Under 
this  predicament,  it  might  be  a  want  of  pubhc 
virtue  ;  but  he  would  own  that  he  wanted  nerves 
to  fupport  him  in  an  a6t  of  harlhnefs  towards  an 

individual 
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individual  poflTeiTed  of  private  virtues,  and  acknow- 
ledged ingenuity.  He  would,  however,  guard  him- 
felf  againll  fuch  embarraflfments  for  the  future,  by 
foleninly  and  pofitively  declaring,  that  in  every 
inflance  hereafter,  he  would  invariably  and  de- 
cidedly oppofe  every  propohtion  for  a  lottery,  for 
the  benefit  of  individuals.  It  was  a  fpecies  of 
gambling,  in  which  the  interference  and  fan£lion 
of  the  Legifiature  could  only  be  vindicated  upon 
ground  of  great  public  expediency. 

Mr.j.orje.  jy|j.^  J  Qy^^  dcfircd  the  Hou^e  to  recolleft  that 
he  had  oppofed  the  bill  in  qucliion  from  the  firft, 
and  therefore  was  not  to  be  comprehended  within 
the  defcription  of  thofe  who  had  given  a  tacit  ac- 
quiefcence  to  it. 

Mr.  Hufiey.  Mr.  Hifjfsy  replied  alfo,  that  he  well  knew  the 
eflFe6l:  of  appealing  to  the  compafTion  of  the  Houfe; 
but  mull  obferve,  that  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bill, 
he  had  repeatedly  expreffed  his  difapprobation  of 
it. 

Upon  the  queflion  being  put,  a  divifion  was  re- 
quired, but  was  afterwards  withdrawn,  and  the  bill 
palled. 

COMMITTEE      ON     THE     PREVENTION      OF      SMUG- 
GLING. 

Mr.  Rofe.  M^-  -^^  movcd  fcvcral  propofitions  refpefling 
the  duties  on  coffee,  cocoa  nuts,  and  chocolate  ; 
upon  which  a  converfation  of  fome  length  arofe 
between  him  and  Mr.  Eden  •,  in  which  it  appeared, 
that  the   above-mentioned  dulie^,  as  at  prefent  col- 

leacd: 
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le6lcd,  amount  to  about  25,000!.  a  year;  that  it 
is  meant  to  abolifti  all  fuch  parts  of  ibofe  duties  as 
are  colle6led  by  the  officers  of  Excife ;  and  to  place 
equivalent  duties  upon  the  import  of  the  feveral 
articles,  to  be  collefted  by  the  cuftoms.  Upon 
this  explanation, 

Mr-  Eden  faid,  it  was  impoffible  either  for  him,  Mr.rden. 
or  for  any  member  in  the  Houfe,  to  with-hold  that 
degree  of  confidence,  which  led  him  to  prefume  that 
the  Treafury  Board  had    duly  examined  this  pro- 
pofition,  and  had  fully  difcuffed  it  with  the  Boards 
of  Excife  and  Cuftoms,  before  they  tendered  it  to 
the  Houfe.     But   he  mull  infill,  that  at  any  rate 
it  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  tending  to  prevent 
frauds  againft  the  revenue ;  a  very   flight  recollec- 
tion would  fhew  it  to  have  a  tendency  to  increafe 
thofe  frauds.     At  prcfent  thefe  duties  were  divided 
between   the   colledions  of  the    Cuftoms  and  the 
Excife  :  and  that  feparation  tended  to  check  illicit 
pia6tices,  becaufe  one  part  of  the  duty   being  col- 
lected   on  the  importation,  and  the  other  on  the 
inland  confumpLions,  the    temptation  to    fmnggle 
was  divided.     But   under  the  plan  now  propoled, 
the  fmuggler  would  hnd  great  advantages  ;  for  the 
whole  duty  being  made  payable  on   the  import,  it 
would   only  be  neceffary  to  land  the  feveral  com- 
modities, and    the  whole  profit   would    be  fecure, 
without  any  farther  rifque.     He  entreated,  there- 
fore, that  the  objeft  of  this  meafure  might  not  be 
jniftaken,  fo  far  as  fmaggling  concerned,  the  pre- 

fent 
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lent  experiment  mufl:  aggravate  the  evil:  but  if 
tiiere  were  any  collateral  confiderations  of  expedi- 
ency to  outweigh  that  objeftion,  he  was  willing  to 
give  way  to  thofe,  who  muft  be  befl  informed  re- 
fpe6lmg  thofe  confiderations. 
M.%  Rofe.  Mr.  Roje  replied,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man was  certainly  right  in  his  reafonings,  as  to 
the  facility  reiulting  to  the  fmugglers  from  the  abo- 
lifhing  of  the  check  refulting  from  the  ^xcife  Offi- 
cers, ivhich  was  meant  to  be  difcontlnued  by  the 
prefent  motions  ;  but  he  could  aflure  him,  that  the 
general  advantage  of  the  plan  had  been  duly  and 
iijaturely  confidered  with  the  Commiflioners  of 
Excife,  who  much  approved  it,  and  it  would  make 
a  part  of  the  great  proportion  refpeding  the  tea 
duties,  under  which  it  was  hoped  that  the  expence 
of  the  Excife  might  be  decreafed,  to  the  amount  of 
near  40,gcoL  a  year, 

STAFFORD    GAOL, 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been  moved,  for 
the  VlQufe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
Report  of  a  Committee  above  flairs,  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  merits  of  a  petition,  praying  that 
the  County  of  Stafford  might  be  permitted  to  ap- 
pro|>riate  certain  fums  of  money  (amounting  to  up- 
wards of  three  thoufand  pounds,  being  the  amount 
of  the  penalties  levied  by  a6l  of  Parliament  upon 
the  County,  in    1771  and   1775,  for  not  having 

raifed 
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raifed  its  militia  in  proper  time)  to  the  purpofs  of 
rebuilding  the  County  Gaol,  the  Speaker  left  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Parry  took  his  feat  at  the  table. 

Sir  John  Wroitefle.y  then    rofa,  and   after  a  fliort  5''' >^i« 

f.  1  r  1       •  Wrotteiley, 

preface  moved  a  relolution,  declaring  it  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  Oiould  be  complied  with,  and  that  the 
Chairman  be  dire6led  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  authorizing  the  appropriation  of  the 
money  in  queflion,  to  the  ereftion  of  a  new  gaol 
for  the  County  of  Stafford. 

Sir  Jofcph  Mawhcy  oppofed  this  motion,  on  the  sir  jofrph 

•^  ^  ^  ,.  Mawbey. 

ground  that  public  money  ought  not  to  be  appro- 
priated to  local  and  private  purpofes.  He  con- 
tended, that  if  the  County  of  Stafford  flood  in  need 
of  a  new  gaol,  the  building  ought  to  be  erefted  at 
the  expence  of  the  County,  and  the  money  ought 
to  be  raifed  by  a  county-rate,  as  had  been  uni- 
formly the  cafe,  on  fimilar  occafions,  in  other 
Counties.  He  declared,  he  had  no  motives  what- 
ever for  his  oppofition  to  the  prefent  motion,  but 
a  fenfc  of  his  public  duty  as  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment. For  the  Hon.  Baronet  who  niade  it,  he  had 
every  poffible  refpeS;  for  the  County  of  Stafford 
alfo  he  felt  refpecl ;  but  it  was  not  the  worth  or 
merit,  either  of  the  one,  or  the  other,  that  ought 
to  weigh  in  a  cafe  of  that  kind.  Tlie  moaey  in 
queflion,  was  clearly  and  indubitably  the  money 
of  tlic  public,  and  therefore  it  ou^ht  to  be  applied 
to  public  purpofes  only. 

Mr. 


Mr.  Gil- 
belt. 


walJ. 
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Mr.  Gilbert  rofe  to  plead  the  caufe  of  the  County 
of  Stafford,  which  he  did  very  firenuouny,  urging 
the  decayed  and  defe6live  flate  of  the  County 
Gaol,  and  the  prefiing  necefTtty  that  a  new  one 
fhouid  be  forthwith  ereded.  He  ftated  alfo  that 
the  money  defired  to  be  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  building  a  new  gaol  for  the  County  of 
Stafford^  was  money  that  had  been  raifed  in  that 
County,  and  which  could  not  be  ufed  by  the 
public. 
Mr.  Corn-  hii .  Comwall  f the  Speaker)  faid,  it  was  always 
difagreeable  to  fpeak  upon  a  local  queflion,  but  he 
thought  it  highly  neccflary  that  the  Houfe  fiiould 
be  put  in  mind  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  appli- 
cation in  qucnion,  and  hovv^  the  matter  flood  with 
refp-ft  to  penalties  levied  upon  Counties,  that  had 
not  raifed  their  militia  in  conformity  to  the  ad  of 
Pailiament.  He  gave  the  PToufe  the  hiflory  of 
the  a€t  of  Parliament  of  the  fecond  of  the  prefent 
King,  which  enacted,  that  fuch  and  fuch  penalties 
fiiould  be  incurred  by  every  County  that  did  not 
raife  their  militia  by  a  limited  time.  It  had  ap- 
peared however  that  the  aft  was  extremely  imper- 
feft,  and  the  confequence  had  been,  that  though 
the  (urns  in  quellion  had  been  levied  on  the  County 
oi  Stafford,  and  poffibly  larger  funis  on  other 
Countie?.  no  money  had  been  paid  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, no  claafes,  authorizing  the  Exchequer 
to  receive  the  penalties,  having  been  inferted  in  the 
bill.     From  this  ffatement  of  the  fa6l,  the  Houfe 

would 
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would  fee,  that  inftead  of  the  3000I.  levied 
on  the  County  of  StafFoid,  being  the  fole  fum  of 
money  fo  raifed,  that  remained  in  the  hands  ol  a 
County  Receiver-General  of  the  Land-Tax,  per- 
haps money  to  the  colle6live  amount  of  fifty  tliou- 
fand  pounds,  raifed  like  manner,  might  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  dilterent  County  Receivers- 
General  of  the  Land-Tax.  It  would  be  for  the 
wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  he  faid,  to  decide  whether, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  they  would  confent  to 
the  appropriation  of  the  money  levied  upon  the 
County  of  Stafford,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
now  propofed  to  the  Committee  to  declare  it  to  be 
their  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  appropriated; 
but  at  any  rate  the  Houfe  would  fee,  that  let  them 
do  what  they  would  in  the  cafe  under  confide- 
ration,  it  would  be  neceifary  to  follow  the  prefent 
bafinefs  with  fome  fiep  or  other,  and  not,  through 
the  accidental  imperfedionof  an  a6l  of  Parliament, 
fuffer  lo  large  a  fum,  as  the  whole  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  feveral  Receivers- General  for  Counties  mif^ht 

o 

amount  to,  to  continue  inapplicable  to  the  public 
fervice.  Mr.  Cornwall  declared,  that  the  matter 
ftruck  him  as  a  matter  of  fome  iinportance  ;  and 
therefore  having  taken  the  pains  to  enquire  into  it 
fully,  he  had  given  himfelf  the  trouble  of  ftating 
the  whole  of  the  cafe  to  the  Houfe. 

Sir  James  Jchrjlone  declared  himftif  a  friend  to  s;,-  james 
the  refolution  that  had  been  moved  ;  he  thought  J^^'""^"'= 
the  eredion  of  a  county  gaol  a  public  obje6t,  and 

V^OL.  II.  C  c  contended 
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contended,  that  it  was  atleafl;  more  for  the  "benefit 
of  the  country  in  general  fo  to  appropriate  the  mo- 
ney that  had  been  levied  on  Stafford fhi re,   than  to 
fuffer  it  to  remain  ufelefs   in    the  hands    of  a    Re- 
ceiver General  of  the  Land  Tax.     He  urged  it  as 
a  main  argument,  that  if  it  were  not  fuffered  to  be  fo 
appropriated,  Parliament  could   not  apply  it,    and 
therefore  would  continue  to  be  a  fource  merely  of 
private  emolument,  without   its  conducing   to  any- 
one public  purpofe  whatever. 
j^4r  w.         Mr.  W.  Grenville  faid,   with  regard  to  the  Hon. 
Baronet's  fears,   that   Parliament  could  not  apply 
the  money  to  any  public  purpofe,    if  it  were  not 
permitted  to  be  appropriated  as  was  now  propofed, 
thofe  fears  might  be  fuffered   to  fubfide  ;   for  the 
Hon.  Baronet  might  reft  affured,  that  Houfe  could 
find  public  purpofes  enough  to  apply  the  money 
to.     Mr.  Grenville   commended  the   zeal  of  the 
County  of  Stafford  to  contribute  to   the    neceffary 
policy  of  the  kingdom,    by   their  wiflies  to  have  a 
proper  County  jail,  but  declared   he  thought  the 
Houfe  could  not,  confiflent  with  its  duty,   confill- 
ent  with  impartiality,    or  confident  with  the  prin- 
ciples  of  juflice,    accede  to  the    proportion  then 
under  confideration.      Why  iliould  the  County  of 
Stafford  be  more  favoured  than  any  other  county 
in  England  ?     Every   other  county  built  itsjaii  at 
the  expence  of  the  county,    (o  ought  the   county  of 
Stafford  to   do.     And    fo  perfectly  convinced  was 
he  that   the  Houfe  could   not  vote  any  of  the  pub- 
lic 
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lie  money  to  be  applied  to  a  private  purpofe,  that 
though  he  had  a  great  refpeft  for  the  county  of 
Stafford,  he  fiiould  hold  himfelf  bound  in  duty  to 
the  people  at  large  to  oppofe  the  prefent  motion, 
and  in  fo  doing,  as  the  county  of  Stafford  was  ex- 
tremely opulent  and  refpetlable,  he  trufled  he 
fhould  not  defeat  the  wiQi  of  the  county  to  have 
a  proper  jail  erecled. 

Sir  John  Wrotttjley  faid,  he  believed   the  nature  sir  joJm 

r       T  r  1-        •  -77  Wroctcfloy. 

or  the  prelent  application  was  not  rightly  un- 
derftood.  In  order  therefore  to  explain  it  fully. 
Sir  John  ftated,  that  the  money  in  queflion  con- 
lilled  of  tvvofums,  a  fum  levied  on  the  county  of 
Stafford  in  1771  as  a  penalty  for  not  having  raifcd 
their  militia,  and  another  fum  levied  in  1777  ex- 
aftly  on  a  funilar  account.  The  county  of  Staf- 
ford had  raifed  its  militia  immediately  afterwards 
in  both  inffances.  The  public  therefore  had  its  full 
advantage  that  way.  With  regard  to  the  money 
the  faft  was,  that  it  had  conflantly  been  tendered 
to  the  Exchequer  every  year,  but  no  one  of  the 
Lawyers  employed  by  the  Crown  fmce  the  A£l 
paffed,  had  ventured  to  advife  the  Exchequer  to 
receive  the  money  under  that  a6l  of  Parliament : 
it  had  remained,  therefore,  from  the  day  that  it 
was  levied  till  the  prefent  day,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Receiver-General  of  the  Land  Tax,  and  as  the  law 
flood,  if  the  prcpohtion  which  he  had  made  was 
not  acceded  to,  there  it  mufl  condnue  to  remairj, 
wholly  ufelefs  to  the  public.  Sir  John  Vv^iottedey 
C  c   2  faid 
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faid  farther,  that  the   mode,   in  which  the  penalty 
was  inflicted  and  levied,  was  attended  with  pecu- 
liar circumftances.     It  happened,  at  the  time  tha'- 
^ome  magiftrates  of  great   weight  and  authority  in 
the  county  of  Stafford  were  of  opinion,  that  legally 
the  penalty  could  not  be  levied  under  the  authority 
of  the  a6l  of  Parhament,  and  this  opinion  they  de- 
clared openly  and  publicly.      Other  magidratss  of 
the  county  of  Stafford   held  •<!  different  opinion  ; 
but  that  of  the  former  defcription,   who  were  men 
of  rank  and  fituaiion,  fo  far  prevailed,   that  many 
perfons  refufed  to  pay   the  penalty ;    hence  it  was 
partially  levied,    and   from  the  lapfe  of  t'me,  even 
if  the  opinion  of  thole,   who  held  that  the  penalty 
could  not  legally  be  levied,  were  to  be  admitted  to 
be  founded  undeniably,  it    would    be  utterly   im- 
tiraSicable  to  return  the  monev  to  thofe  individuals 
from  whom  it   had  been    received.     Sir   John  a{- 
figned  as  a  reafon  for  the  county  of  Stafford's  not 
having  raifed  their  militia  as  foon  as  other  coun- 
ties, that  a  regiment  had  once   been  raifed  in  Staf- 
fordfhire  under  condition  of  ferving  at  home  ;   but 
which  regiment  had   been  fent  to  Gibraltar  :  this 
breach  of  faith,   he   faid,  gave    great  difgull  to  the 
county,  and  rendered  it  a  matter  of  great  difiiculty 
to  raife  a  man  in  StaHbranure  for  a  long  period  of 
time  fubfequent   to  that  event.     Ke  preffed  the'e 
arguments  upon  the  Houfe,  and  took  infinite  pains 
toperfuade  the  Committee  to  p.gree  to  the  refolu- 
tion. 

LokI 
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Lord  Bsauchamb  faid,  that  there  were  many  '^^'^^  ^^^"* 
reafons  undoubtedly  againfl  confenting  to  apply 
the  public  monfiy  in  the  manner  now  propofed, 
and  yet  upon  the  whole  he  believed  he  lliould  be 
induced  to  give  it  his  concurrence.  His  Lordfliip 
flated  to  the  Committee  what  had  happened  in 
other  cafes,  and  contended,  that  if  the  prefent  pro- 
portion was  agreed  to,  it  ought  to  be  under  the 
avowed  declaration,  that  the  Houfe  meant  to  put 
all  the  counties  upon  an  equal  footing,  and  not 
favour  the  county  of  Stafford  more  than  any  other. 
Suflexand  Nottingham,  for  inftance,  had  certainly 
as  good  a  right  to  exped  the  fame  boon  as  Stafford. 
He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  there  had  fat  among 
them  in  a  former  Parliament,  a  Gentleman,  now 
no  longer  a  Member,  who  regularly  once  a  year 
did  them  the  favour  to  ilate,  that  there  was  a  larg-e 
fum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver  Ge- 
neral of  the  Land  Tax  for  SufTex,  which  remained 
perfectly  ufelefs  to  the  public,  and  which  could  not 
from  the  defe£live  nature  of  the  A£l  of  Parliament, 
be  paid  into  the  Exchequer.  He  faid,  the  Speaker 
deferved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the  public, 
for  having  brought  the  matter  forward  in  the  man- 
ner he  had  done  that  day,  and  he  hoped  fomething 
would  be  done  upon  it.  With  rep-ard  to  the  mo- 
Tiey  in  queflion,  though  he  did  not  much  approve 
of  voting  any  public  money  for  a  local  purpofe» 
yet  under  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
he  would  not  objeft  to  it,  provided  it  be  under, 
C  c  :?  flood. 
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flood,  that  the  Houfe  meant  to  do  the  fame  in  re- 
gard to  other  counties,  in  which  penalties  had  been 
levied  on  a  fimilar  account.  Thus  much,  he  mud 
fay  for  the  county  of  Stafford,  that  it  was  as  opu- 
lent a  county  as  any  in  the  kingdom,  and  as  equal 
to  the  building  of  its  own  jail,  but  it  had  hitherto 
been  mofl  fliamefully  inattentive  in  that  particular. 
He  declared,  he  happened  lad:  year  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  in  the  jail  of  the  county  of 
Stafford,  and  examining  into  its  (ituation ;  and  a 
jail  more  ill  adapted  to  every  falutary  purpofe,  and 
with  lefs  of  the  accommodations  recommended  in 
print  by  thofe  gentlemen,  who  have  made  jails  the 
pecuhar  objeft  of  their  fludy  and  confideration, 
perhaps  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  country.  The 
jail  which  the  county  ofSuffex  had  built  at  its  own 
expencc  was  exaflly  the  reverfe  ;  in  that  refpeSl, 
therefore,  Suffex  had  infinitely  a  llronger  claim  up- 
on the  public  liberality  than  Staffordfhirc  ;  but  if  a 
boon  was  to  be  granted  to  the  latter,  he  trufted  the 
Houfe  would,  by  granting  it,  mean  to  haveitunder- 
ftood,  that  they  were  ready,  upon  application,  to 
grant  the  fame  favour  to  Suffex,  and  every  other 
county  under  like  circum fiances. 
Mr. Gilbert.  Mr.  Gilbert  rofe  again,  and  endeavoured  to 
fupport  the  prefent  propofition.  He  repeated 
the  arguments  of  Sir  John  Wrottefley,  in  regard 
to  the  opinions  of  certain  magiftrates  of  confide- 
rable  weight  and  authority,  in  the  county  of  Staf- 
ford, that  the  penalty  could  not  be  legally  enforcei. 

He 
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He  faid,  thofe  macriflrates  had  declared  this  to  be 
their  opinion  fo  confidently,  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  neighbouring  difl;ri6ts  had  recommended  it  to 
their  tenants  not  to  pay  it ;  hence  the  penalty  had 
been  very  partially  colleded,  and  could  not  be 
Confidered  as  a  penalty  equally  levied  upon  the 
county  ;  ?vlr.  Gilbert  added,  that  though  the 
County  of  Stafford  had  not  raifed  their  militia  fo 
foon  as  other  counties,  they  had  neverthelefs  raifed 
a  militia,  immediately  after  the  penalty  was  levied* 
and  a  finer  corps  of  men,  it  was  univerfally  allow- 
ed, had  not  been  fent  into  the  field  by  any  county 
in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Hujjey  faid,  he  never  would  confent  to  the  Mr.  HufTey. 
appropriation  of  public  money  to  private  purpofes. 
But  he  had  another  objedion  to  the  refolution  that 
had  been  moved ;  if  that  refolution  were  to  pafs, 
the  Committee  would  aftually  give  a  premium 
to  the  county  of  Stafford  for  not  having  raifed 
its  militia  when  it  ought  to  have  done.  This  was 
jin  idea  at  which  his  mind  revolted,  becaufe  he 
thought,  if  any  premiums  were  to  be  given,  and 
the  amount  of  the  penalties  diftributed,  he  thought 
thofe  counties  moft  deferved  favour  and  reward, 
which  had  done  their  duty,  and  raifed  their  milicia 
immediately.  The  county  in  which  he  lived  in 
particular,  had  been  at  a  very  great  expence  in 
ereding  a  prifon  or  county  jail;  and  if  the  mo- 
iifey  arifing  from  penalties  levied  in  thofe  counties, 
which  had  been  tardy  in  raifing  their  militia,  was 
C  c  4  to 
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to  be  diPiributed,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
county  of  Wilts,  which  had  fent  out  its  mihtia  im« 
mediately,  ought  to  come  in  for  its  fliare.  Mr. 
iHuffey  declared  he  was  againft  the  county  of 
jvStafTord's  being  allowed  to  refume  the  money  it 
ihad  been  mul6led  for  ne^left  of  duty  ;  and  he 
could  confidcr  the  prefent  propofition  in  no  other 
light,  than  as  an  authority  to  the  county  of  Stafford 
to  make  a  refumption  of  the  fine  it  had  paid  by 
A61  of  Parliament,  by  way  of  puniOiment  for  de- 
fault. The  county  of  Stafford,  he  farther  obferv- 
ed,  wavS  a  x'ery  wealthy  and  opulent  county ; 
and  he  doubted  not  the  crentlcmen  of  Staffordfhire 
had  ss  much  public  fpirit  as  the  gentlemen  relident 
in  the  neighbouring  counties ;  in  oppofing  the 
motion,  therefore,  he  was  perfuaded,  he  fliould 
not  deprive  the  county  of  Stafford  of  the  benefit 
of  a  proper  county  jail,  nor  retard  its  ereftioii,  be- 
caufe  he  flattered  himfelf  the  county  would  raife 
a  rate,  and  build  a  jail  immediately. 

Mr.  W.  Grtnvilk  farther  faid,  that  though  the 
declaration  appeared  fomewhat  ftiange,  as  made 
by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down, 
viz.,  that  if  the  motion  were  agreed  to,  it  would 
be  giving  a  premium  to  thofe  counties.'  that  did  not 
do  their  duty,  and  fend  out  their  militia  in  time,  it 
was  undoubtedly  true.  The  county  he  had  the 
honour  to  reprefent  had  been  one  of  the  nrft  with 
their  militia,  and  that  county,  at  a  confiderable 
expence,  had  built  a  county  jail,  and  a  rate  was  at 

that 
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that  time  levying  for  the  purpofe  of  building  a 
Houfe  of  Corre6lion  likewife ;  if  therefore  any 
money  was  to  be  given  away,  in  the  manner  pro- 
pofed,  he  (liould  infift  on  putting  in  a  claim  to  a 
fhare  of  it  for  the  county  of  Rucks. 

Mr.  5/if^/^  rofe  to  declare,  that  a  very  confider- Mr. Steele, 
able  fum  had  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver 
General  of  the  Land  Tax  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
fex  for  a  long  time,  being  the  penalty  levied  upon 
that  county  •,  and  Sudex  had,  at  a  confiderable 
expence,  built  a  county  jail;  if  therefore  the  coun, 
ty  of  Stafford  was  to  have  the  fum  dated  in  the  re- 
folution,  he  begged  to  have  Sufifex  remembered. 

Sir  Jcfebh  Mawbey  (aid  a  few  words  more,  andsirjofeph 

r    c>      rr       1  Mawbey. 

declared,  that  if  the  county  or  StalFord  had  been 
a  poor,  inftead  of  an  opulent  county,  he  would 
not  have  oppofed  the  motion. 

At  length  the  motion   was   put,  and  the  Com- 
mittee divided, 

Ayes,  ' 2 1 

Noes,  6^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rofe,  andwr.  \r, 
faid,  he  meant  to  make  a  motion,  which  he  fiat-  ^'"' 
tered  himfelf  would  neither  provoke  fo  much  de- 
bate, nor  be  attended  with  fo  little  fuccefs,  as  the 
motion  upon  which  the  Houfe  had  jufl  decided. 
What  he  meant,  was  to  endeavour  to  cure  the 
very  extraordinary  delicacy  and  backwardncfs,  that 
it  appeared  the  Exchequer  had  hitherto  (hewn, 
whenever  the  fums  levied  on   counties  that  had 

not 
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not  raifed  their  militia  in  time,  had  been  tendered 
for  receipt,  and  with  this  view  he  moved, 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  di- 
"  reding  the  payment  into  his  Majefty's  Ex- 
*»  chequer  of  all  fums  that  have  been  raifed  and 
*'  levied  upon  any  county  of  Great  Britain,  for 
'»  not  having  raifed  the  Militia  forthefaid  county." 

Ordered. 

i  TAXONCOALS, 

Ir 

Mr.  w.  Tlie  Chancellor  of  the   Exdeqaer   next  defired  to 

^*"'  call  the    attention   of  the    Houfe    to  a  fubjecl  of 

confiderable  importance,  which  had  a  good  deal 
engaged  their  attention,  and  the  attention  of  the 
public  without  doors;  he  meant  the  Tax  on 
Coals,  which  he  had  propofed  among  the  other 
impofts  dated  to  the  Houle  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  week,  as  the  Ways  and  Means  by  which  he 
meant  to  provide  for  the  interefl  of  the  money 
wanted  for  the  public  fei  vices  of  the  year.  When 
he  had  firfl:  mentioned  the  tax,  the  Houfe  would 
recoiled  that  he  had  exprefsly  ftated,  that  if  a  tax 
upon  Coals,  not  brought  into  the  port  of  London, 
could  be  fo  laid  as  to  avoid  its  operating  either 
immediately,  or  by  its  efFecl,  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
manufaftures,  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  national 
intereRs,  he  fhould  be  of  opinion  that  fuchatax 
was  an  advileable  one  ;  this  opinion  of  his  remained 
unaltered  ;  but  from  the  information  that  he  had 
been   able  to  colled  upon  the  fubjed,  he  found 

mens 
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mens  minds  fo  adverfe  to  the  tax,  and  that  it  would 
be  neceffAry  to  make  fuch  an  infinite  variety  of 
exceptions  and  regulations,  in  order  to  prevent  it 
from  having  an  injurious  effefl  on  one  or  other  of 
our  manufa£lures,  thoit  he  thought  it  more  expe- 
dient to  abandon  the  tax,  than  to  endeavour  to 
adopt  the  variety  of  modifications  of  it  thit  had 
already  appeared  to  be  necedary,  fince  he  could 
not  expetl,  amidft  the  muUitude  of  important  pub- 
lic fubje£ls  that  called  for  his  attention,  to  be  able 
to  prepare  a  Bill  properly  guarded  in  the  courfe 
of  the  orelent  SeiTion.  Havinij  therefore  taken  his 
refolution  to  give  up  the  tax  on  coals,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  as  early  as  poiTiblc  to  fignify  the  fame  to 
the  Koufe.  But  while  he  declared  that  he  aban- 
doned the  tax  on  coals,  he  meant  not  to  be  under- 
Ilood  as  having  abandoned  the  principle  of  it  ;  to 
that  he  ftili  adhered,  remaining  perfedly  perfuad- 
ed,  that  if  means  could  be  found  to  modify  the  tax 
in  the  manner  that  he  had  mentioned,  it  would  be  a 
good  one  ;  and  the  Houfe  would  do  him  the  juRice 
to  remember,  that  he  had  exactly  defcribed  it  in 
this  manner  when  he  had  propofed  it,  and  had  at 
that  time,  and  on  fubfequent  occafions,  declared 
himfelf  not  fo  wedded  to  any  propofal  of  his  own 
as  to  be  deaf  to  conviclion,  could  arguments  be  ad- 
duced to  fliew,  that  the  tax  was  not  an  advifeable 
one  under  all   the   eircumdances   of  it.     Havin-^' 

o 

heard  enough  upon  the  fubjecl,    he  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  abandon  that  tax  ;  but  he  begged  to  be  un- 

deiauod 
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derftood  as  detennined.  difaCTreeable  and  irkforr.e 
as  it  was  to  impofe  burthens  on  the  people,  not  to 
flinch  from  that  part  of  the  duty  of  the  fitiiation 
he  held  ;  and  although  he  gave  up  the  tax  on  coals 
on  the  grounds  that  he  had  Hated,  he  was  firmly  of 
opinion,  that  when  a  tax  was  propofed  from  a 
reafonable  expeclation  that  it  was  a  proper  one, 
a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought  not  to  give 
way  upon  flight  reafons,  or  to  abandon  it  on  ac- 
count of  fome  little  degrree  of  clamour  that  it 
might  excite.  Having  confenred  to  give  up  this 
Tax,  it  would  be  his  duty,  to  fabftitute  another, 
in  order  to  provide  an  adequate  fum  to  the  de- 
ficiency, that  thelofs  of  the  propofed  Tax  on  Coals 
would  occafion,  and  he  relied  upon  the  goodfenfe, 
the  xvifdom  and  the  liberality  of  that  Houfe  for 
fupport,  not  imagining  that  they  would  be  more  un- 
willing or  more  difficult  in  confenting  to  give  their 
approbation  to  another  Tax  to  be  fubftituted  ia 
the  lieu  of  the  intended  tax  on  coals,  merely  be- 
caufe  he  had  agreed  to  abandon  that  for  reafons  of 
an  urgent  nature.  He  concluded  with  faying, 
that  he  Hiould  take  a  very  early  day  for  propofjng 
the  Tax  to  be  fubllituted  ;  and  then  moved, 

"  That  fo  much  of  the  order  for  bringing  in  a 
"  Bill  or  Bills,  upon  the  Refolutions  reported  from 
*'  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  Thurf- 
*'  day  la  ft,  as  relates  to  making  provifion  in  the 
"  laid  Bills  purluant    to  the   Refolutions  impohng 


**  duties  on  coals,  be  difcharcred," 


Sir 
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Sir  John  Wroiiejlcy  rofe  to  return  bis  thanks  to  ^.''J"^" 

•^  >y    ^  Wrouelley. 

the  Right  Hon.  Genileman  for  what  he  had  jufl 
faid,  and  to  acknowledge  the  very  handfome  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  conduded  himfeif  all  thro' 
the  bafinefs.  Sir  John  decJ.ived,  he  had  that  day- 
received  feveral  letters  from  his  conllituents,  full  of 
alarm,  in  confequence  of  their  having  heard  of  the 
tax  that  had  been  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  Coals  ; 
and  he  had  non  the  fmallell  doubt  but  that  the 
alarm  would  have  fpread  univerfilly  throughout; 
the  kingdom,  had  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  per- 
lifted  in  his  intention  of  taxing  an  article,  lb  ef- 
fential  and  unavoidable  in  its  operation  upon  al- 
moil  every  fpecies  of  manufa6lure  in  England  ; 
what  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  therefore  had  that: 
day  declared,  he  was  perfuaded  would  give  gene- 
ral fatisfafilion. 

Mr.  Water  Stanhope,    in   like   manner,  compli- r.^>-.  w^ii« 

T  »  *       n-  I         •  ■  I  •    t      Staahope. 

mented  Mr.  ritton  havmg  given  up  a  tax,  which, 
he  faid,  he  was  perfuaded,  if  it  had  been  perfifted 
■in,  would  have  been  found  to  be  impra6licable. 

Loid  Dclaval  alfo  exprefled  his  fatisfac^on  on  ^.Y.'^  °'^'* 
the  occafion.  His  Lordfliip  Rated  the  particular 
profit  of  the  Proprietors  of  Coal  Mines,  upon 
every  quantity,  equal  to  the  London  chaldron,  and 
ihewed,  that  it  did  not  exceed  fixpence,  or  a  (hil- 
ling upon  Cach  chaldron. 


S  1  R 
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SIR     ELIJAH      IMPEY. 

Ml.  Buike.  Mr.  Burke  defired  the  refolutions  the  Houfe  had 
come  to  in  1782,  for  the  recall  of  Sir  Elijah  Tmpey, 
and  of  Mr.  Haflings,  might  be  read.  This  having 
been  complied  with,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  a  Right  Hon* 
Genileman  had  jud  received  much  eulogium  for 
having  abandoned  a  purpofe  which  he  had  origi- 
ally  propofed,  and  he  had  abii::Joned  it  profcffed- 
]y,  bccaufe  he  found  his  purpofe  to  be  impradi- 
cab]e  ;  in  Hke  manner  he  rofe  to  (late  to  the  Houfe, 
that  he  fhould  abandon  any  farther  purfuit  of  mea- 
fures  againfl;  Sir  lilijah  Impey,  and  that  for  the 
fame  reafon  as  that  affigiied  by  the  Righ*;  Hon. 
Gentleman,,  viz.  becaufe  be  found  it  would  be 
impra«-Hcab]e  for  him  to  purfue  any.  But  he  did 
not  intend  to  propofe  a  fubftitution  for  what  he 
abandoned,  and  therefore  as  he  was  not  about  to 
follow  the  Right.  Hon.  Genileman's  example  in  all 
its  parts,  he  prefumed,  he  fljould  not  fhare  in  all 
the  glory  that  attended  it.  Having  faid  this,  he 
reminded  the  tloufe,  that  the  refolutions  he  had 
juil  read,  originated  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
^^ecret  and  the  Seletfl  Committees  ;  that  one  of 
them  haj  been  moved  by  Sir  Adam  Fergufon,  and 
the  other  by  General  Smith,  neither  of  whom, 
greatly  to  the  lofs  of  the  public,  were  now  in  Par- 
liam.ent,  but  as  it  was  well  known  that  he  had 
taken  an  adive  and  a  bufy  part  as  a  Member  of 
tlic   Sc'ieci"  Committee,  it  might   be   thought  that 

he 
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he  would  puiTue  what  they  had  began,  and  there- 
fore he  rofe  to  (ignify  that  he  abandoned  all 
thoughts  of  fo  doing,  from  a  convi-Slion  that  it 
would  be  impraSlicable.  He  had  read,  he  fa  id, 
in  a  report  of  what  pafled  in  that  Houfe,  on  a  day 
when  he  was  not  prefent.  that  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  when  he  announced  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  in  England,  lamented  the  abfence  of 
fome  perfon  concerned  in  propofing  the  Refolu- 
tion  for  his  recall.  As  he  might  as  well  be  that 
perfon  as  any  other,  he  wifhed  to  know,  whether 
the  Rigrht   Hon.   Gentleman   had  announced  Sir 

O 

Elijah  Impey's  arrival  as  a  Minifter,  or  by  way  of 
feafling  the  Houfe  with  a  piece  of  news.  If  ha 
had  done  it  with  the  latter  view,  he  mufl  tell  the 
Right  Kon.  Gendeman  it  was  no  news  to  him, 
for  he  had  heard  it  before  ;  but  if  he  had  given  the 
information  as  a  Minifter,  that  gave  the  bufinefs  a 
very  different  complexion.  Mr.  Burke  then  pro- 
ceeded to  argue,  that  it  was  rather  the  duty  of  the 
Minifter,  as  the  Minifter  and  Reprefenfative  of  the 
red  of  the  King's  fervants,  to  enforce  the  Refolu- 
tions  of  that  Houfe  refpe61ing  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
than  that  of  any  private  and  individual  Member  of 
Parliament.  He  faid,  the  Committee  and  the 
Houfe  had  laid  the  grounds  of  the  proceeding, 
and  it  became  the  Minifter  fo  far  to  fall  in  with 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houle,  as  to  take  up  their  Refolu- 
tion  and  ntl  upon  it.  '1  he  Relblution  ftated  a 
charge,  and  ihat  chaige  calkJ  for   trial.     Perhaps 

impeach- 
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impeachment  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  the 
proper  procefs ;  if  fo,  with  what  hopes  of  fuccefs 
could  he,  an  individual  venture  to  go  on,  when 
the  perfon  likely  in  that  caie  to  be  the  Judge,  a 
man  high  in  abilities,  high  in  fituation,  high  in 
every  refpeCt,  had  exprefsly  declared,  that  *'  with 
refpeft  to  the  Reports  of  the  Seletl  Committee  of 
the  Houfe  of  C  ommons,  he  regarded  them  no  more 
than  the  Hiftory  of  Robinfon  Crufoe."  Thus  had 
this  nobleman,  who  was  to  be  the  Judge,  pre- 
judged the  caufe,  and  decUred  his  mind  to  be  poi- 
foned  upon  the  fubje£l — 

LordMahon.  lord  Mahou  call»d  Mr.  Burke  to  order:  his 
Loidlliip  faid,  he  held  it  to  be  diforderiy  for  any 
Merijber  of  the  Houfe  to  repeat  the  exaft  words 
that  had  been  fpoken  in  debate  in  another  Houfe 
of  Parhament.  If  the  Hon.  Gentleman  perfiRed 
in  fuch  a  pracftice,  he  would  have  recourle  to  a 
fimilar  meafure. 

Mr.Buike.  Mr.  Bwke  faid,  with  a  froiie,  the  noble  Lord 
was  perfedlly  welcome,  petimiifque  damufquevicrjjim. 
In  order  to  accommodate  himfeif  to  the  Order  of 
the  Houfe,  however,  he  Hated  v.'hat  had  been  faid 
by  Lord  Thurlow  in  a  fpeech  before  Chriftmas, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  upon  the  firfl  reading  of 
Mr.  Fox's  Eall- India  Bill,  as  words  fpoken  in  a 
cofFee-houfe,  and  thus  proceeded  to  comment  upon 
thofe  parts  of  that  fpeech,  in  which  the  Noble  and 
Learned  Lord  had  defended  and  extolled  Mr.  Hafl- 
irs[s,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  renrobated  the 

condudl 
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condutl  of  thofe  who  had  printed  the  Reports  of 
Committees  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  fold 
them  as  pamphlets,  in  order  to  run  down  the  Go- 
vernor General's  chara6ler.  Mr.  Burke  faid,  by- 
comparing  the  Reports  of  the  Sele6l  Committee  to 
the  Hiftory  of  Robinfon  Crufoe,  he  prefumed  the 
noble  and  learned  perfon  meant  to  defcribe  the 
Reports  to  be  fables.  He  could  hardly  mean 
more,  nor  did  he  fuppofe,  though  Robinfon  Crufoe 
was  held  in  difrefpe^t  in  another  Affemblyj  that 
every  Robinfon  was  equally  difefteemed  there 
(a  loud  laugh.)  After  fome  pleafantry,  Mr. 
Burke  urged  Mr.  Pitt  to  take  up  the  bufinefs,  and 
exprefsly  declared,  that  he  had  no  psrfonal  enmity 
to  Sir  Elijah  Impey  ;  to  his  knowledge  he  had  never 
feen  him  ;  he  wiihed  him  well ;  it^  was  his  public 
condud  folely  that  he  regarded ;  it  had  fallen  to 
his  lot  to  fay  a  good  deal,  both  relative  to  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  and  Mr.  Haftings,  but  it  had  been 
to  their  adions  only  that  he  had  fpoken  ;  he  had 
nothing  to  fay  to  the  virtues  or  vices  of  any  man ; 
it  was  enough  for  him,  that  their  adlions  called  for 
animadverfion.  He  concluded  a  fpeech  of  three 
quarters  of  an  hour's  continuance,  with  repeating 
his  pohti-on,  that  as  Sir  Elijah  Impey  had  flood 
charged  ia  the  Refolution  of  that  Houfe,  with 
having  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  in  office,  it 
was  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  Miniftcr  to  conduct 
the  profecution  againll  him. 

Vol.  II,  D  d  The 
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Mr.  w.  Yhe   Chancellor   of  the  Exchequer  faid,    thourh 

there  was  no  queflion  before  the  Houfi^,  he  hoped 
he  might  be  indulged  with  a  few  words  in  reply 
fo  a  fpeech  addrefifed  fo  immediately  to  himfelf,- 
He  then  dated,  that  he  tbougfht  it  his  duty  to  de- 
dare  to  the  Houfc,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  who^ 
had  been  recalled  frotn  India  by  hfs  Majefty,  in' 
confequence  of  an  addrefs  of  that  Houfe,  was  ar- 
rived J  but  he  begged  lea-ve  to  decline  tire  honour 
of  being  fubn:ituted  as  Sir  Elijah's  profecutor  ;  the 
bufinefs  was  in  better  hands. 

Mr.  Burke.  ^^'^^"*  ■^^^'"'^'^  madc  a  (hort  reply  by  way  of  expla-- 
nati««,  and  ^Jajor  Seott  attempted  to  (peak,  but 
the  Speaker  declared  as  there  was  no  queflion  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  he  could  not  fuffer  the  eonverfa*- 
tion  to  proceed. 

TAX     01^     e  A  N  C  L  E  S. 

1  he.  Bill  impofing  an   additional  tax  on  Catt- 
dles  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed  for 
Monday. 
R)lr,.Hufley.      Mr.  Hujfey  faid,  he  ha^  Ilrong  objedions  to  urge 
agAinft  this  tax. 

COMMISSIONERS    OF    ACCOUNTS, 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  this  Bil!-^ 
when  Mr.  HufTey  afked  to  what  objeft  the  Com- 
miiTioners  were  next  to  direft  their  attention  ?  He 
faid,  he  did  not  diflike  either  the  Commiffioners  or 
Ihs  expence  of  their  iaiaries;  but  he  conceived  it 

wa-s. 
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was  not  meant  to  be  a  permanent  CommlfTiGn,  and 
■therefore  he  willied  to  know  to  what  they  were 
jiext  to  point  their  enquiries. 

The  Chancdloi'  of  the  Ei:cheq%er  flated,  that  the  ^'^'-  w, 

•^  .  Pitt. 

Houfe  had  npt  ieft  the  CommifTioners  to  their  dif- 
oetian  .entirely,  and  fuffered  ;them  to  proceed  in 
their  examination  of  the  public  accoants,  in   the 
manner  that  they  thought  the  beft",  bu.t  in  mofl;  of 
the  bills  that  had  paffed  for  continuing  the  com- 
miffion  from  year  to  year,  it  had  been  a  direction  tQ 
the  Commiffioners  to  pay  their  earlieft  attention  to 
feme  particular  objefts  fuch  as  the  Extraordinaries 
of  the  Army  in  one  cafe,  particular  offices  in  ano- 
ther, and  lb  on.     At  prefent   the   Commiffioners 
were  engaged   in   a   very   important   enquiry,    ^^ 
i^nquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  Accounts  of  the 
Culloms. 

Mr.  Htijfty  vofe  to  explain.  He  faid,  he  was  Mr  Ka&y, 
iiware  that  the  Commiffioners  had  hitherto  pro-, 
ceeded  to  invelligaie  the  accounts  of  the  receipts, 
dilburfements,  &c.  of  the  fubordinate  accountants; 
what  he  wiQicd  to  know,  was,  whether  they  meant 
to  enquire  into  the  Exchequer  itfeif,  the  place 
where  the  public  money  was  firtl  received,' and 
whenc-e  it  was  firfl.  ilfued.  That,  Mr.  HuITey  con- 
fidered  as  the  fountain  of  ^\\  public  accounts,  as 
pre-eminent  over  every  other  office  of  account,  and 
therefore  he  wiflicd  to  know,  whether  and  when  . 
the  Commiffioners  would  proceed  to  examine  into 
D  d  2.  and 


Pitt. 
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and  report  the  nature  of  keeping  accounts  in  the 
Exchequer.  He  alfo  wiihed  to  know  if  any  thing 
was  meant  to  be  propofed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  upon  any  part,  of  the 
various  Reports  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Accounts 
thefe  Seffions  ? 
Mr.  w.  The  Chancelkr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,   be  feared 

it  would  be  impoflible  to  bring  forward  any  mea- 
fure  upon  the  Reports  of  the  CommilTioners  of 
Accounts,  in  the  fhort  peiiod,  that,  he  hoped,  ther« 
remained  of  the  prefent  fellions  •,  efpecially  as 
iuch  a  number  of  different  affairs,  of  the  utmofl 
importance,  were  yet  to  be  done,  and  which  could 
not  be  poflponed  ;  he  flattered  himlelf,  however, 
that  another  Seffions  would  not  be  fuffered  to 
efcape,  v/ithout  the  Reports  being  fully  difcuffed 
and  adted  upon.  Not  that  the  Reports  had  failed 
of  effeft,  becaufe  they  had  not  yet  been  rendered 
the  immediate  ground  of  any  legiflative  proceed- 
ing; they  had  conduced  to  the  public  fervice  very 
effentially,  in  accelerating  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic money  in  various  inftances,  and  it  was  not  to  be 
reckoned  among  theleafl  of  the  advantages  refult- 
ing  from  them,  that  they  had  awakened  the  public 
jealoufy  to  many  fafts,  and  circumftances,  that  well 
merited  to  be  watched  with  a  jealous  eye,  and 
which,  till  the  labours  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
Accounts  had  brought  them  to  light,  were  in  a 
manner  obfcured  and  hid  from  public  acquaintance. 
With  regard  to  thtir  enquiry  into  the  accounts  of 

the 
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the  Exchequer  in  the  firfl  inftance,  as  their  com- 
miffion  authorifed  and  dire6);ed  them  to  enquire 
into  the  expenditure,  receipt  and  manner  of 
accounting  for  the  public  money,  their  duty 
naturally  extended  to  every  fpecies  of  public  ex- 
penditure, receipt,  and  account,  and  confequent- 
Jy  comprehended  the  office  of  Exchequer,  which 
they  would  doubtlefs  dire£l  their  attention  to,  be- 
fore they  confidered  their  enquiry  to  be  finifhed, 
and  the  obje6b  of  their  inflitution  to  be  fully  com- 
pleted. 

After  farther  icoaverfation   the  Bill   paffed  the 
Committee, 


Friday,  July  9,  1784. 

SMUGGLING      BILl,, 


The  Chancellor  of  (he  Exchequer,  after  the  order  of  Mr.  W: 
the  day  had  been  read  for  taking  into  conGderation  ^'"* 
the  laws  relative  to  fmuggling,    moved,  that   the 
order  be  poflponed  till  an  early  day  next  week,  in 
order  that  Gentlemen  might    come  down  prepared 
for  the  fubje6l. 


CLASS 
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GLASS     MANUfACT<?RY 

sii- Herbert  Sir  Hcvhert  MackworfJi  rofe,  and,  after  a  few  words 
moved,  that  the  order  for  taking  into  confideration' 
the  duty  on  glafs  fhould  be  poftponed  till  Thurf- 
day  following,  or  any  day  next  week. 

Mr.Hufley.  Mr.  Hujp'y  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman fhould  rather  put  it  ofF  till  next  fcffion. 

Sir  Herbert  Sif  Herbert  Mackwortb  declared,  that  he  had  no 
'objeftions  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  Gentlemen  j  but  he  thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  confult  the  wifhes  of  thofe  concerned, 
which  he  believed  be  could  do  before  that  time, 
and  then  he  would  know  perfedly  well  how  he 
Ihould  a^l'in  this  matter. 

sir  Matthew      Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  coincided  with  the  for- 

isy.'        '  mer  Gentleman,  in  poflponiiig  the  buliqefs  till  next 
feflion. 

sir  Herbert       ^^^  Hcrhcvt   Mackwovih  pjsififled   in  his  former 

M:.ckwotth.  opinion. 

An  amendment  was  then  made,  that  inftead  of 
*^  ']  hurfday  next/*  the  wo'rds  *'  this  day  three 
"  months"  (hould   be  inferted,  which  was  carried, 

sii  Herbert       Sir  Herbert   MackvjQrth  objecled  to  the  amend- 

Alackworrh.  ^ .  i     t    -    t  i        c 

ment ;  when  the  cjueii ion  was  put,  and  the  iioule 
2iboul  to  divide  on  the  fubjeft;  but  Sir  Herbert 
iVIackworth    gave  up     his  motion;    confequently 

the  bull nc is  was  put  Oil  to  this  day  three  montlis. 

1X01A 
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IMDIA    REFORM     BILL. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer   brought  in  Mr.  w. 
hh  India  Reform  Bill. 

Mr.  iVraxall  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  gWQ  any  op-  Mr.Wrax«!i 
pofition  to  a  Bill,  the  neceffity  of  which  was,  he 
believed,  admitted  by  the  whole  Houfe;  the  fpirit 
of  which,  as  it  had  been  opened  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  he  approved,  and  every 
degree  of  delay  in  the  introduction  of  which,  he 
had  lamented  in  the  flrongefl  manner.  He  faid 
that  he  was,  however,  far  •from  imputing  any  part 
of  that  delay  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  at  the 
head  of  his  Majelly's  affairs,  as  under  the  circum- 
flances  in  which  every  new  Parliament  met,  and 
peculiarly  the  prefent  Parliament,  which  had  been 
occupied  by  the  Weflminfter  Ele6lion  during  tho 
firil  three  weeks,  he  v^as  perfuaded  no  part  of  the 
delay  could  be  attributed  to  Miniftry. 

Mr.  Wraxall  declared,  that  he  was  happy  to  fee 
the  dectfion  and  firmnefs,  which  charafterifed  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  in  his  minifterial  capacity, 
vifible  in  the  outlines  of  tlie  Bill,  and  peculiarly  in 
that  firft  principle  of  it,  the  accurately  defining, 
and  at  the  fame  time  augmenting  and  enlarging,  the 
powers  vefted  in  the  Supreme  Government  of 
Bengal.  He  obferved,  that  whoever  was  Gonver- 
fant  in  the  hidory  of  India  for  thefe  latt  ten  years, 
and  even  with  the  tranfaQions  of  the  prefent  mo > 
Hienc,    muft    immediately  admit  the  indifpenfible 

necerii5;«;r 


4og  PARLIAMENTARY        [A.  1784. 

neceffity  of  encreafing  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment Genera],  and  rendering  it  fdpreme  over 
every  part  of  India,  in  all  the  great  outlines  of  war, 
of  peace,  and  of  policy.  He  faid,  that  the  fullen 
acquiefcence  of  the  Government  of  Bombay,  during 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  Marratfa  war,  in  the 
orders  of  the  Government  General,  but,  flill  more, 
the  contemptuous  and  infolent  rcfufal,  xvhich  the 
repeated  and  peremptory  commands  of  the  Su- 
preme Council  had  met  with,  from  Lord  iMacart* 
ney  and  the  Government  of  Madras,  called  loud- 
ly for  fome  inOant,  and  efFe£tual  interpofition.  He 
hoped,  his  Majefly's  Minifters  meant  to  apply  an 
eGe6lual  remedy  to  thefe  evils,  which  could  only 
be  done  by  defining  and  by  extending  the  powers, 
to  be  granted  by  the  prefent  Bill  to  the  Govein» 
ment  of  Bengal. 

Having  laid  down  this  principle,  Mr.  Wraxall 
faid,  that  he  hoped  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
meant  likewife  to  introduce  another  very  important 
and  eflential  regulation,  though  no  mention  of  it 
appeared  in  the  Bill  before  the  Houfe — he  meant 
the  eftablifliment  of  a  regular,  expeditious,  and 
certain  communication  betivecn  England  and  the 
Eaft-Indies.  To  the  difgrace  of  every  Admini- 
flration  which  had  governed  this  country  for 
many  years  paft,  he  faid,  that  although  plans  had 
been  repeatedly  given  in,  no  efFeftual  fteps  had  been 
taken  to  fettle  any  fuch  mode  of  communication, 
iho'  nothing  could  be  more  eafdy  efFcded  by  a  wife 
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and  a6live  Minlftry.  He  faid,  that  it  was  equally 
iDCumbcnt,  from  motives  of  humanity,  as  from 
found  pohcy,  to  eftabhfli  fuch  a  conftant  convey- 
ance ;  and  he  inftanced,  by  the  fatal  confequences 
refuking  from  the  delay  in  tranfmitting  accounts  of 
the  lale  general  peace  to  India,  which,  though 
ratified  in  the  beginning  of  February  laft  year,  was 
not  fet  out  over-land  for  near  tzuo  months,  and  by 
fea  for  nearly  tkree  months.  The  confequence  of 
this  negled  was,  Mr.  Wraxall  obferved,  that  intel- 
ligence of  this  important  event  was  firfl.  conveyed 
to  India  b)  private  letters,  which  put  a  (lop  to  the 
effufion  of  blood,  at  a  moll  critical  and  momentous 
period  of  the  war,  when  our  very  exigence  en  the 
coafl;  of  Coromandel  was  in  the  extremcft  dano^er. 

Mr.  Wraxall  faid,  that  before  he  fat  down,  hs 
fhonld  make  one  remark,  which,  although  he  did 
not  mean  to  propofe  as  a  queftion  to  tiie  Kight 
Honourable  Gendeman,  yet,  he  truiled,  however 
unimportant  the  quarter  from  whence  it  originated, 
was  not  unworthy  his  attention.  It  was,  that  he 
hoped  Miniflry  had  no  intenlions  of  recalling  the 
prefent  Governor-General  of  Bengal,  in  whofe 
capacity,  integrity,  and  refource,  he  expreffed  the 
highell  confidence;  Hetrufled,  therefore,  that  no 
lolicitation  or  intereil,  from  whatever  quarter  it 
might  come,  or  however  high  the  perfon  who 
might  be  in  contemplation  to  fill  the  pofl:,  would 
be  able  to  induce  his  Majefty's  Miniilers  to  difmifs 
a  man,  who  had  evinced  in   all  his  pad  conduQ:, 
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that  he   was  worthy   of  the    arduous  fitualion  in 
which  he  had  prefided  fo  many  years. 

Mr.  Wraxall  concluded  by  thanking  the   Houfe 
for  the  indulgence  which  they  had  ihewn  liim,  and 
by  preffing  the  attention  of  Miniftry  to  the  points 
of  regulation  which  he  had  recommended. 
Mr.  Demp-       ^^^''  ^^^pfi^'^  expreffed  his  foriow  at  having  been 
'**'"'  abfent  yefterday  from  his  duty  in  Parliament;  bu£ 

as  he  was  informed  that  there  had  been  fome  con- 
verfation  relative  to  onr  affairs  in  India,  and  parti- 
cularly fome  anilnadveriions  on  the  conda6l  of  two 
gentlemen  (Mr.  HaQings  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey) 
lie  fiiould  Hke  to  know  what  was  meant  to  be  done 
concerning  the  future  government,  fo  far  as  re- 
lated to  delinquents,  and  vi^hether  or  not  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had,  in  his  new  bill,  fufficiently 
provided  again  ft  fuch  defaulters.  He  then  recom- 
mended to  the  Ricrht  Hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
Houfe,  to  empower  the  Governor-General  of  Ben- 
gal to  choofe  bis  principal  affillant,  in  a  judicial 
capacity,  from  thofe  who  had  been  bred  to  the 
law,  rather  than  from  gentlemen  entirely  ignorarjt 
of  that  profeffion,  as  he  might,  with  very  little 
ftudy,  make  himfelf  fufficiently  acquainted  wiih 
the  jurifprudence  of  the  Eaft,  to  give  his  advice  on 
any  occafion  whatever.  Pie  wifhcd,  likewife,  to 
know,  if  any  part  of  the  bill  went  to  fan6lify  the 
appointment  of  a  Court  of  Appeal  in  Bengal. 

Ko  anfwer  was  given.     The  bill  was  read  a  fir  ft 
time,  and  from  the  extraordinary  length  of  tl>e 
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.breviate,  appeared  to  be  uncommonly  copious  and 
comprebenfive. 

■  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  thatJJ""-  ^•- 
the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Tuefday,  ne:it. 
Ht^'^tnentioned,  he  faid,  that  early  day,  as  he  ap- 
pretended,  that  although  feme  gentlemen  intended 
to  oppofe  it,  they  certainly  could  have  no  objec- 
trons-to  its  commitment,  which  might  be  fixed  for 
Wednefday  or  Thurfday  next.  With  regard  to 
the  oppofition  intended  to  be  made  £0  the  bill,  he 
thought  that  would  be  done  in  the  Committee  ; 
therefore,  he  imagined,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who 
were  refolved  to  oppofe  it,  would  have  no  obje61ion 
to  its  bdiiTg  read  a  fecond  time  on  an  early  day  nex£ 
week. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  no  defire  to  delay  the  bufi- j^^,  p^^j, 
nefs,  but  as  the  bill  was  cxtremelv  Ions;,  and  could 
not  be  printed  before  Tuelday,  he  thought  Wed- 
r.efday  rather  too  early  a  day  for  gentlemen  to  pre- 
pare themfeives;  and  therefore  recommended  Fri- 
day next.  For  his  part,  many  of  the  regulations 
for  the  internal  government  of  India,  which  ap- 
peared, from  the  breviate,  to  form  the  middle  part 
of  the  bill,  he  moft  probably  fliould  approve,  and 
therefore  he  fliouId  not  oppofe  the  commitment  of 
the  bill,  but  ffiould  referve  what  he  had  to  fay 
upon  it,  till  it  was  in  the  Committee.  He  wiflied 
the  bill  to  be  firlt  printed,  in  order  that  gendemeu 
might /ully  weigh  tiie  tendency  of  it.  He,  how- 
ever, hoped  that  it  would  be  underllood,  that  he 
did   not    make   ibis  obfcrvatioii   from  a   defire  to 
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coI}e6l  himfelf  for  the  fubje6l,  as  he  had  aheady 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  matter ;  and  he  cordially 
confefiedj  that  thofe  paffages  in  the  middle  of  the 
bill,  relative  to  the  Zemindars,  and  other  falutary 
regulations,  deferred  approbation ;  but  there  were 
other  claufes  which  claimed  his  mofl  pointed  and 
pofitive  difnpprobation. 
Mr.  w.  i~}ie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  great  can- 

dour, obferved,  that  he  wifhed  to  conform  to  the 
inclinations  of  the  Houfe;  therefore  he  had  no 
objeftion  to  the  day  propofed  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman.  He  then  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read 
a  fecond  time  on  Tuefday,  and  that  it  fliould  be 
committed  for  Friday  next;  v/hich  propofition  was 
agreed  to 

NAVY    AND    TEA    BILLS 

M.'.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  wiilicd  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlemaii 
(Mr.  Pitt)  would  inform  him  when  he  thought  that 
the  navy  bills,  and  the  bill  relative  to  the  tea  or 
window  tax,  would  be  brought  in. 

Mr.  w.  The  ChmiccUor  of  the  Exchequer  anfwercd,  that  he 

imagined  both  bills  would  be  brought  in  on  one 
<\,\Y,  although  he  could  not  fix  the  precife  period. 
The  loan,  he  prefumed  to  think,  could  not  be  later 
than  Tuefday  next,  and  he  was  of  opinion,  but  he 
would  not  venture  to  declare  it  as  a  certainty,  that 
the  oiher  bill,  mentioned  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, would  be  brought  in  on  the  very  fam« 
dav.     Adjourned  till  Monday. 

END  OF  THE    SECOND   VOLUME. 
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